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Chapter III

Cropping Pattern -

In Maharashtra the total area under crops in 1970-71 
was 187.36 lakh hectares. For the two succeeding years i.e. 
1971-72 and 1972-73 it declined to 169.79 which is minimum 
for the period under study. Since 1973-74 onwards it started 
rising every year and reached upto 1979-80 which remained 
more or less the same in 1980-81 accounting for 201-122 lakh 
hectares. Thus it is about 18 percent increase over that in 
year 1972-73.

Amongst all the crops the large amount area is under 
cereals accounting for 103.20 lakh hectares which comes about 
55 percent to total area under crops in 1970-71. Except two 
years i.e. 1971-72 and 1972-73 the area under cereals steadily 
increased and it reached its higest i.e. 114.10 lakh hestates 
in 1979-80 which comes about 56.73 percent of total area 
under crops. From the cereals the major share is of Jowar 
accounting for 57.03 lakh hectares in 1970-71 which increased 
to 68.25 in 1979-80. Similarly the area under other cereals 
is also increased steadly i.e. the area under rice has raised 
to 15.03 lakh hectares from 13.52 lakh hectares, wheat area 
raised to 11.87 lakh hectares to 8.12 lakh. The only exception 
is of the bajara, the area under which gone decreased from 
20.38 lakh hectares tc 17.09 lakh hectares during the period 
under study. This may be because of failure of newly introduced 
H.Y.V.s, because of their susceptibility to different diseases.
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About the area under major pulses like tur and gram it is 

observed that the area under total pulses is showing any 

uniform trand except it has increased in 1973-74 accounting 

for 27.62 lakh hectares and in 1974-75 and 1975-76 accounting 

from 29.56 and 29.55 lakh hectares respectively. Since 

1975-76 it remained more or less the same up to 1980-81.

If collectively area under food crops (cereals and 

pulses) is taken into consideration it also shown increasing 

trend from 128.85 lakh hectares (68.77 percent) in 1970-71 

to 148.85 (73.62 percent) in 1980-81.

Cotton is an important cash crop in the state. The 

average area under cotton for first three years af the 

period was about 27 lakh hectares. (14 percent of the net 

sown area). This was declined continuously up to 1976-77 to 

21.20 lakh hectares. Again since 1977-78 it started rising 

steadly to reaah about 26.67 lakh hectares in 1980-81.

The area under total oil seeds has not much changed 

during the period of study. But groundnut-which is important 

oil seed its performance is not satisfactory. Infact the 

area under groundnut shown decline through the entire period. 

Similarly in fruit crops,vegetables also the area is not 

changed much.
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Chapter III 

Cropping Pattern -

As regards gross cropped area Maharashtra ranked 3rd 
in country accounting for 1,87,36,900 hectares in 1970-71. 
Which comes to about 11.5 percent of the gross cropped area 
in India.(Table No. 2.7) It was followed by decline during 
1971-72 and 1972-73 during which years the gross cropped 
area was 1/81,15,300 hectares and 1,69/79,700 respectively 
In 1972-73 gross cropped area was the minimum for the period 
under study because of drought. Since 1973-74 onwards there 
was steady rise is observed in gross cropped area in 
Maharashtra state. Which reached its peack of 2,01,13,000 
hectares. However it suffered a reverse trend in 1978-79 
due to adverse seasonal conditions and during this year the. 
gross cropped area in the state come down to 1,97,38,000 
hectares. Overall there is a 9.96 percent increase in gross 
cropped area ir. 1980-81 over the base year 1970-71. This is 
because of overall favourable weather conditions. This 
increase in gross cropped area is also accompanied by the 
increase in total irrigated area as well ad double sown 
area. In 1970-71 the total irrigated area was 15,70,000 
hectares which increased to 24,04,500 hectares in 1980-81 
which double sown area increased from 10,69,000 hectares 
in 1970-71 to 18,35,000 hectares in 1980-81. And this 
increase in irrigated area and consequently double sown to 
area both have direct bearing on the cropping patterns. As 
i
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irrigated area is increased it will increase the double 
or triple sown area and as a result we see the changes 
in cropping pattern of the state.

In our analysis we have divided the agricultural 
production into eight categories. They are as fallows.

1) Cereals
2) Pulses
3) Oil seeds
4) Sugars
5) Fibers
6) Drugs and Narcotics
7) Condiments and spises
8) Fruits and vegetables
9) Forage crops

Study of the area under different crops assumes 
importance because we can to a great extent find out the 
changes in cropping pattern by studying the relative changes 
in area under different crops. Changing area under different 
crops can be the way to study how the cropping pattern 
changes. In addition -we can also find out the shift in the 
farmer's attitude towards cultivating different crops.
Change in area under crop production can also analyse the 
change in irrigation facility, agricultural technology etc. 
which help in changing cropping pattern.
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Keeping in view the above factor we have 

undertaken a comprehensive study of the area under different 
croppproduction in Maharashtra for the period 1970-71 to 
1980-81. In the first instance we have analysed the broad 
categories and then the individual crops.

I Cereals -

The category of cereals includes food crop like 
rice, wheat, jawar, bajra, barley, maize, ragi, etc.
During the period under study the area ander this group 
of crops slowly increased every year except two years 
1971-72 and 1972-73. There is 8.82 percent increase in 
area under cereal crops in 1980-81 over the base year 
1970-71. In 1970-71 the total area under cereals was 
1,03,20,000 hectares whcih increased to 1,12,31,400 hectares 
in 1980-81. (Table No. 3.1)

Among the cereals the major role to this increase 
in area was that of wheat which has increased by 32.89 
percent in 1980-81 over the base year 1970-71. Similar 
increasing trend in area has been observed in case of 
miscellaneous cereals area unuer which had increased by 
34 percent. Actual area under there in 1970-71 was 
1,72,300 hectares increased to 2,31,300 hectares in 1980-81. 
The two crops ragi and maize have shown 60.7 percent and 
53.85 percent increase in 1980-81 over the base year 
1970-71 in which the area under them was 5,600 hectares 
and 45,600 hectares respectively which in 1980-81 increased
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to 9,000 hectars and 729 hectares. The number of factors 
have influenced this increase in area under maize during 
this period. Maize is cultivated as a mixed crop along 
with different cash crops because of its short duration. 
Maize is cultivated with rice, sugarcane, termuric, 
chillies, etc. Maize is also cultivated as pure crop 
because of its short duration. Similarly it can be used 
when young for Fodder as well as it can be sold fresh for 
high price in the market. But the main factor influencing 
the increase in area under maize is the increase in 
irrigated grea.

Among the cereals jowar is the major cereals in 
Maharashtra occuping about 50 percent of area under all 
cereals. This crop has also shown an increase of 12.88 
percent of area in 1980-81. In 1970-71 the area under 
jowar was 57,03,000 hectares which increased to 64,37,000 
hecrates in 1980-81. This increase in area under jowar is 
mainly due to new high yielding hybrid variaties which are 
sown generally during kharip season.

The area under rice has also increased by 8.74 
percent in 1980-81 accounting for 14,70,600 hectares over 
13,52,400 in 1970-71. Especially during the year 1975-76 
all the three major cereals i.e. rice, wheat and jawar 
had shown spectacular increase. This is because the 
agricultural season in 1975-76 had been largely satisfactory
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both kharip as well as rabi crops. The state received 
premansoon showers all over the state except in parts of 
Nagpur division. Mansoon entered the state during first 
week of June 1975# became active and covered the entire 
state by third week of june. This was fallowed by frequent 
and spreaded rains in the state.

Prom this category of cereals the only crop which has 
shown uneven trend is bajra. After 1970-71 for two year 
because of seven faumine drought the area under bajra was 
decreased remarkably. But during next three years i.e. 
1973-74# 1974-75# 1975-76 bajara had shown some increase 
in area because of favourable weather conditions. Again 
from 1976-77 the arEa under bajra was continuously d 
decreased which had reached its minimum in 1980-81. Which 
was the worst year for this crop. This year the area under 
bajra was 17#09#200 hectares. It is 15.16 percent decreas 
over the base year 1970-71. The reason for this decrease in 
area under is that the newly introduced varieties found out 
to be most susceptible to the diseases like downy mildew. 
Therefore# inspite of satisfactory agricultural season 
in successive years the area under this crops decreased.

2 Pulses -

Maharashtra state contributes about 12 percent of 
the area under pulses in country. Tur# moong# gram are 
the major pulse crops grown in most districts of the state.
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Table No.3.2

Area under Pulses in Maharashtra during 1970-71 to 1980-81. 

( In 100 hectares)

Year Gram Tur Urid Moong Masur Others Total

1970-71 3103 6271 4957 5057 77 6180 25663

1971-72 4335 5942 4314 3630 103 5398 22822

1972-73 2590 5012 4467 4309 71 4792 21241

1973-74 3506 6239 5239 5117 96 7426 27623

1974-75 4080 6139 5046 5131 120 8048 28564

1975-76 4463 6755 4803 5193 118 7807 29139

1976-77 4208 6383 4*66 5844 107 8551 29064

1977-78 4715 6603 5030 5431 161 6483 28423

1978-79 4602 6758 4899 5336 139 6289 28023

1979-80 4529 6626 4525 5161 91 5723 26055

1980-81 4291 7061 *482 4747 93 6370 28044

% 38.28 12.59 10.59 -6.13 20.77 3w07 9.29
Increase



Due to different agroclimatic conditions in the state, the 
change in area production and productivity are not 
uniform. During the period 1970-71 to 1980-81 the area 
under pulses is 14 percent of the gross cropped area in 
the state. And in the year 1980-81 there is 9.29 percent 
rise in area under pulses over the base year 1970-71. In 
1970-71 the total ares under pulse crops was 25,66,300 
hectares (Table No.3.2). During next two years 1971-72 and 
1972-73 it declined to 22,82,200 hectares and 21,24,100 
hectares respectively. Again from 1973-74 the area under 
pulses statted to rise accoanting for 27,62,300 hectares 
in that year and it reached to 29,13,900 in 1975-76. This 
is because the agricultural season in 1975-76 and 1976-77 
were satisfactory for the kharif crops and except gram 
most of the pulses are grown in kharif season. Except these 
two years the total area under pulses is not increased 
much during the period under study. Among the major kharif 
pulses tur and udid has shown 12.59 percent and 10.59 
percent increase in area under pulses in 1980-81 over the 
base year 1970-71. Except two years 1971-72 and 1972-73 
there is small but uniform rise in area is observed in 
case of these two pulses. Masur being a minor pulse sown 
in small percentage of area had increased by 20.77 percent 
in 1980-81 over the base year 1970-71. It had maximum 
area 16,900 hectares in 1977-78. Moong is the only pulse 
crop which had shown decreasing trend in area. It had 
decreased by 6.13 percent in 1980-81 over the base year
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1970-71. This is because of late start of mansoon during 
most of the yeafcs from the period under study.

The gram being major pulse crop which is sown 
in rabi season had shown a significant rise in area. This 
crop is sown in irrigated as well as non-irrigated fields. 
And this 38.28 percent increase is mainly due to the 
increase in irrigation facilities during the period under 
study. For this pulse crop the year 1977-78 was favouralbe 
1972-73 was worst.

3 Oil Seeds -

Out of the average total cultivated area of 19.5 
million hectares in Maharashtra oil seeds are grown on 
1.75 million hectares.{Table No.3.3). About 53 percent 
area is under groundnut (Kharif) and 22 percent area 
under safflower (rabi). These form the two major oil seeds 
of the state. Linseed and seamum occupy $2. to 9 percent 
of the total area respectively under oil seeds. Sunflower 
which has been introduced very recently is grown on about 
25,000 hectates. As far as individual oil seed crop is 
concerned linseed has shown the increase in area by 
26.6 percent in 1980-81. Sesamum by 54-7 percent rape and 
mustard by 48.3 percent, Niger by 23.3 percent Coconut by 
27 percent and safflower by 28.3 percent. And groundnut is 
the only oil seed crop which has shown decrease in its 
area, it had been decreased by 21-26 percent in 1980-81
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over the base year 1970-71. The downward trend of the 
area under groundnut which was set in during the annual 
plan period gathered the momentum in 4th plan period.
This decrease in area under groundnut could mainly be 
accounted for by the introduction and gradual adoption 
of High Yielding varieties of Kharif jowar. Most probably 
the another crop that might have enchroached upon 
groundnut area is the cotton. Besides the marginal and 
sub marginal farmers having small holdings shifted from 
groundnut cultivation to this Kharif jowar as their crop 
pattern is decisively determined by the family requirements 
of cereals for domestic consumption. During 1974-75#
1975-76 and 1976-77 the area tinder groundnut seems to have 
resumed its uptrend in the state. The relative rising 
prices of groundnut during early seventeea must have 
induced the expansion of area under groundnut during 
these three years* But since 1977-78 it had shown decline 
and accounted for 7#11#800 hectares in 1980-81 from 
9# 04#000 in 1970-71.

Castor is another oil seed crop which is industrially 
important as it is non-edible oil. This has shown the 
highest i.e. 67.85 percent increase in 1980-81 over the 
base year 1970-71. The area under castor in 1970-71 was 
2#800 hectares which had increased to 4#700 hectares in 
1980-81. With the increased demand from industry the crop 
is fatching good price and there is a scope to increase
the area
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Sugarcane occupies a pride of place in the 
agricultural economy of Maharashtra as it is one of the 
important commercial crops. The sugar inaustiry is the 
second largest in the country today involving about 200 
million farmers is providing employment to about 3.5 lakh 
workers and technicians. The total area under sugarcane 
in Maharashtra wgs 2,03,900 hectares. It increased to 
3,16,800 hectares in 1980-81 (Table No.3.4). The area under 
sugarcane increased by almost 55.37 percent in the decade. 
The distribution of cane area between Adsali plant cane 
and ratoon was 75 percent 15 percent on state basis. It 
was 49 percent and 35 percent during previous decade.
Such a shift caused considerable strain an supply of cane 
to the factory during the crushing season of about 200 days.

Thus the increasing area annder irrigation had been 
mainly responsible for the growth in area under sugarcane. 
In other words the increasing irrigation facilities have 
induced a change in cropping pattern and that too favour 
of sugarcane cultivation because of suitable agroclimatic 
conditions. The second main factor that has induced the 
expansion in the sugarcane area has been the increasing 
supply of chemical and improved (biological) fertilizers.

4 ”

The substitution for organic fertilizers (mannures) had 
facilitated a great deal of cultivation of sugarcane on a
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Table No. 3.4

Area under Sugarcane in Maharashtra during 1970-71 to 
1980-81. ( In 100 - Hectares )

Ye ar Sugarcane
Total

Harvested Total

1970-71 2039 1668 2039
1971-72 ' 1935 1539 1935
1972-73 2055 1664 2055
1973-74 2145 1745 2145
1974-75 2475 2012 2475
1975-76 2678 2283 2878
1976-77 2980 2486 2980
1977-78 3218 2643 3218
1978-79 2976 2441 2976
1939-80 2740 2220 2740
1980-81 3168 2555 3168
% Increase 55.37 53.17 55.37



A
re

a U
nd

er
 Sug

ar
ca

ne
 Cu

lti
va

tio
n

■ io
CXI

o
CN<T$

O'oo
(N

O o 
o cn 
Cs| <r-^

(sg>jDi) saJDpaH



70
large in the state. In addition to this the development 
of other industries or agriculture involvs a change in 
technique of production. A change in technique of 
irrigation of sugarcane crop has also been decisively 
responsible for shift of acreage from food grain crops 
to sugarcane. The spread of electricity in country side 
and that to increasing bids towards larger supply of 
electricity for accelerating agricultural development has 
brought about an increase in the amount of irrigated lands.

Among the states, Maharashtra, is the leading state 
in the field^co-operative finance and co-operative 
organization of production. The District Central Co-operative, 
District land development banks, through their primary 
credit societies have been supplying working capital on the 
increasing scale since their inception. Another equally 
important factor that may be held responsible for expansion 
in Sugarcane crop is the existance of the market for it.
The establishment of Co-operative Sugar factory is in 
country side provides a ready market for sugarcane.

Imgact of Increasing Area Under Sugarcane -

The effects of the growing area under Sugarcane crop 
may be classified into several categories such as economic. 
Political and Cultural also. However, here we can confine 
ourselves to the analysis of economic effects only Owing 
to the limited scope of this discussion. The change in the



structure of agricultural output consequent upon the 
increasing proportion of sugarcane output in the total 
output of agriculture had produced beneficial effects.
This sort of structural change has triggered off a number 
of salutary effects in the secondary and tertiary sector 
of cooperative economics of the state. A number of sugar 
co operatives have cropped up and still will crop up in the 
future as a result of growing acreage under sugarcane crop. 
With the establishment of sugar co operatives in response 
to growing area under sugarcane and vice versa also; a 
process of industrilization has been initiated. It has given 
impectus to the growth of tertiary services viz. banking, 
insurance, transport, hotels, etc. The economic activity 
in the industrial and service sectors have been growing 
rapidly. In a developing economy several growth centres are 
bound to emerge industries like small engineering units, 
cement pipes etc. are located at these centres. These 
industries are developed well to export their product to 
foreign countirtes. It would notabe exagerating if we say 
that the growth of sugarcane area has generated a number 
of employment opportunities for the educated and uneducated, 
skilled and unskilled population in all the primary, secondary 
and tertiary sector of the state economics.

The expansion of sugarcane area and consequent 
establishment of sugar co operatives and other ancillary- 
industries have induced the temporary inter state migration
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of the population. A number of people have been migrating 
from near by states like Karnatak and Andhra Pradesh to 
the areas of agriculturally and industrially developed 
enclaves in the state of Maharashtra to find job every 
season.

The increase of sugarcane area has further 
facilitated the development of roads and communication 
facilities in these centres. Majority of the villages 
have been linked through the construction of roads 
connecting with centres of sugar co operatives and with 
the other growth centres. For transporting sugarcane 
besides almost all villages bave approach raod to either 
state highways or national highways. Rich sugarcane growing 
farmers have been increasingly!! replacing bullock carts and 
bullock ploughs with tractor trailors. This village peoples 
have increased contacts with the growth centres and they 
have been switching over to a new way of life. Villagecs 
aspire to send their children for college and University 
education. Moreover# most of the factories are having their 
own colleges. This sort of change brought about from the 
shift of subsistence farming to commercial farming i.e. 
the shift of diversified food grains cultivation to 
specilized sugarcane cultivation.

Inspite of all these beneficial effects of the 
area expansion under sugarcane that was brought about 
glaring economic disparities persist. It has led to the
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intra-region disparities in respect of agricultural growth 
in every region of the state. The only areas where the 
perennial sources of water are Made available a shift in 
cropping pattern has occured whereas the areas where the 
perennial water sources are not available have trailed for 
behind and agriculture is still being carried on mainly for 
self-subsistance which often times is quite inadequate to 
meet even the consumption requirements of form families.
If the policy measures to be adopted by the Government 
(as they have put emphasis on the rural develop) are not 
being directed towerds the improvement the area, the gap 
between the developed pockets and backward pockets in every 
region and the region as a whole may widen still further. 
Therefore there is an urgent need for introducing new dry 
farming techniques in backward areas which have not been 
favourably endoured with natural resources such as abundent 
water supply, rich soil and regular and asured rainfall.
The areas where the sugarcane plantation are concentrated 
and consequently various industrial activities have been 
localised could, be described as the oasis in the deserts.

Sunhemp, Mesta and Kapas are cultivated fiber crops 
in Maharashtra. Sunhemp and mesta being minor fiber crops 
there area had been increased from 18,000 hectares and 
51,400 hectares to 25,000 and 68,000 hectares respectively 
in 1980-81 over the base year 1970-71.(Table No.3.5). There
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Table No.3.5

Area under Fiber Crops in Maharashtra during 1970-71 to 
1980-81. ( In "lOO** hectares )

Year Kapas Sunhemp Mesta Other Total

1970-71 27498 180 514 10 28202
1971-72 25288 213 465 9 25975
1972-73 25434 188 433 8 26063
1973-74 23482 195 603 6 24286
1974-75 24968 244 630 66 25848
1975-76 23069 211 703 13 23998

30. 00
1976-77 21622 238 618 7 R 22485

- 20.29
1977-78 23137 236 655 7 R N.A.
1978-79 25085 151 666 7 R N.A.
1979-80 25878 261 654 7 R N.A.
1980-81 26671 250 686 7 R N.A.

% Increase 2.99 38.88 33.46

N.A Not available
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is 38.88 percent increase in case of simhemp while that 

of mesta the area had been increased by 33.46 percent.

Area under cotton in Maharashtra had not shown 

satisfactory increase. In 1970-71 it was 27*49,800 hectares 

which had shown decline every year till 1976-77 in which 

the area under cotton was 21,62,200 hectarSs. During last 

four years from the period under study 1977-78, 1978-79, 

1979-80 and 1980-81 it had shown increasing trend which 

accounted for 26,67,100 hectares in 1980-81 over all 

there is negative growikin area under cotton by 2.99 percent. 

Although the state accounts for 34 percent of the area in 

the country. But its contribution to cotton production ds 

only 22 percent. Thus cotton^main fibec crop among these 

grown which had shown decrease in area and consequently 

total area under this group had recorded negative growth 

by 2Q.2 percent.

6 Tobacco -

From the drugs and narcotics group Tobacco is the 

important crop which is grownin Maharashtra. And it also 

had shown very slow growth in area under it. (Table No.3.6jt 

In 1970-71 the area under tobacco was 11,600 hectares which 

had increased to 11,900 hectares in 1980-81. This increase 

accounts for 2.6 percent during the period under study.
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Table No. 3.6

Area Under Drugs and Narcotics in Maharashtra during
1970-71 to 1980-81. ( In ”66" hectares )

Year Tobacco Other Total

1970-71 116 28 14r4r

1971-72 118 29 147
1972-73 95 21 116
1973-74 121 25 146
1974-75 104 30 134
1975-76 111 23 134
1976-77 133 27 160

- 3.57 11.11

1977-78 108 27 R N.A.
1978-79 128 27 R N.A.
1979-80 143 27 R N.A.
1980-81 119 27 R N.A.

% Increase 2.58

Not avai1able.N.A
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The group condiments includes the cash crops like 
chillies Ginger# Termuric,arecanut etc. Among these 
chillies are the major and important. This group also had 
shown not much increase in area under them(Table No.3.7),
The area under chillies in 1970-71 was 1,47#500 hectares 
which had increased to 1#51#200 in 1980-81 which accounts 
for only 2.5 percent increase. This is because the present 
varieties are susceptible to leaf curl.

Dry ginger was grown an 500 hectares in 1970-71 
while in 1980-81 the area increased to 700 hectares which 
accounts for 40 percent increase.

The area under are count was 2#000 hectares in 
1970-71 which had increased to 2,100 in 1980-81. Which 
accounts for only 5 percent increase.

Termuric is another cash crop from this group 
which has shown decreasing trend in area under it. The 
area under termuric in 1970-71 was 10#100 hectares which 
decreased to 7,700 hectares in 1980-81. This accounts for 
23.75 percent decrease. The reason is that Termuric being 
a perenial and irrigated crop grown in most of the district 
on area irrigated by wells.

7 “
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Table No. 3.7

Area under Condiments in Maharashtra during 1970-71 to 
1980-81 (In "100" hectares)

Year Dry Dry Turmuric Arecanut Others Total 
ChilliesGing- 

ies er

1970-71 1475 5 • 101 20 293 1894
1971-72 1444 8 107 20 298 1877
1972-73 1267 5 80 22 263 1637
1973-74 1445 5 105 21 275 1851
1974-75 1445 6 92 23 307 1883
1975-76 1453 6 80 23 277 1839
1976-77 1465 6 58 23 322 1874

3. 89 - 1.05
1977-78 1493 7 93 21 322 R N.A.
1978-79 1496 8 92 21 322 R N.A.
1979-80 1488 7 83 20 322 R N.A.
1980-81 1512 7 77 21 322 R N.A.

%Increase 2.50 40 - 23.76 5.00
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8 Fruits and Vegetables -

Fruits and vegetables play an important role in 
the human diet. It has been reported that there is a 
considerable gap between the per capita consumption of 
fruits and vegetables and the actual requirements. Per capita 
requirements are 255 grams while the actual consumption is 
about 80 grams.

The horticultural crops including vegetables occupy 
one percent of the total cropped area of the state. In the 
year 1970-71 the total area under this group was 7,32,200 
hectares. Table No.3.8. By the end of the period under study 
it increased to 9,63,400 hectares. This accounts for nearly 
13.25 over the base year 1970.71.

Among the fruit crops of the state banana occupies 
the highest acreage accounting for 36,900 hectares in 1970-71 
which had been increased to 46,000 hectares in 1980-81. This 
increase comes about 24.66 percent.

Even though area under grape in the state in total 
fruit crop acreage ranks fifth its per unit income is the 
highest among fruit crops. Maharahstra is the leading grape 
growing state in the country. During 1970-71 the area under 
grape wax 1,700 hectares which increased to more than 2,000 
hectares. Out of this more than 40 percent area is under 
Thompson seedless. It is also observed that the area under
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this crop is steadily increasing in the state. There 
was 17.54 percent increase in 1980-81 over the base year 
1970-71. Mango is grown as a rainfed crop on an area of 
11,000 hectares in 1970-71. This was increased to 14,200 
hectares in 1980-81. This comes to 29.1 percent increase. 
Alphonso ts the commercial variety of Mango grown as an 
area of about 6,300 hectares the Konkan region in regular 
orchyards. There is very slow extension of area under this 
crop even though more than one lakh hectares of cultivable 
waste land is available in Konkan region for extension.

The area under Cahsewnut in India is 1,26,900 
hectares out of which 10,900 hectares are in Maharashtra. 
Cashewnut is as rainfed crop on the hilly areas of the 
Konkan region &f Maharashtra State. The climate and soil 
conditions of thisregion are well suited for the cultivation 
of this crop can be extended on more than 1,00,000 hectares 
on the cultivable hilly west lands of the Konkan region.

The important citrus crops of Maharashtra are 
Mandarina orange (Santra), Sweet orange (Mosambi) and 
Kagadi limboo. Major area among the citrus crops grown in 
Maharashtra is occupied by mandarina group of orange ige. 
famous Nagpur oranges followed by Sweet oranges and Kagadi 
lime. It is matter of pride that Nagpur oranges are not 
only famous all over the world. The area under citrus group 
is steadily increasing. It is observed that 25,000 hectares



82
were accupied by them in 1970-71 which is increased to 
28*000 hectares in 1980-81. This comes to 12 percent 
increase other fruits like coconut* Gaava* Chiku*
Pomegranate* Pineapple, Annonas* Pig. etc. are grown in 
Maharashtra and area under them is steadily increasing.
And there is large scope for extension.

Maharashtra is ideally situated for cultivation of 
wide range of vegetables like onions* potatoes* bringle* 
tomato* orka and peas. Research and development activities 
in this group of crops have not been strengthened to the 
extent they deserve.

The state occupies a unique position in the 
production of onion in the country. Onion occupies the 
second position among the vegetables grown in the stock.
The crop is grown both in Kharip and rabi seasons. Still 
it had made not any progress to extend the area under 
onion during the period understudy and is 0 percent increase 
in 1980-31 over the base year 1970-71. Thus its performance 
is very poor. It was grown on 50*300 hectares and many 
times less than that.

In Maharashtra potato ranks fourth among the 
cultivated vegetables. It will be seen from the table that 
the area under potato is slow^ly decreased by 3 percent in 
1980-81 over the base year 1970-71.
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Maharashtra is one of the ideal states in the 

peninsular India for the cultivation of number of fruits 

and vegetables. Unfortunately the available potential for 

fruit culture provided by nature had not been exploited 

to the fullest extent in the state. There is a great 

scope fcr extending the area under these crops in the 

newer regions of western Maharashtra and Marathwada under 

the command of new irrigation projects. In marginal and 

sub marginal area of drier regions fruit crops such as 

amla, phalsa, annonas, karwand, jambul, ber, tamarind 

can be successfully grown.

A very congenial climate for the cultivation of 

variety of flori cultural crops exists in the state.

Flowers like rose, chrysanthmum, jasmine lilies, cross- 

andy^.y-gardania, and magnolia can be grown. MahabalQshwar 

and Lonawala areas possess tremendous scope for growing 

a variety of roses orchids and gladiolus.

9 £2E222 2-E2E2 "

The forage crops and grasses are the basic feed 

crops to feed the livestock. They are required for better 

livestock production. The raw materials feeds are converted 

into edible products through livestock. Proper livestock 

feeding is thus important for optimum production to fulfill 

the needs of agriculture and population at large. The area 

under forage crops and grasses in the state is very low



Table No. 3.9

Area under Fodder crops in Maharashtra during 1970-71 to 
1980-81 (In 100 hectares)

Year Dry
Fodder

1970-71 6737
1971-72 7192
1972-73 7595
1973-74 8728
1974-75 8738
1975-76 7992
1976-77 8196
1977-78 8196
1978-79 8196
1979-80 8196
1980-81 8196

% 21.65

Irrigated Non
Irrig
ated

284 6453
339 6853
317 7278
432 8296
419 7719
419 R 7573
419 R 7777
418 R 7777 R
419 R 7777 R
419 R 7777 R
419 R 7777 R

47. 53 20.51

Food Non
Food

Total

9 30 6776
14 13 7219
26 36 7657
10 41 8779
14 40 8792
22 40 8054
18 57 8291
188 57 8291
18 57 8291
18 57 8291
18 57 8291

100.00 90.00 22.3
Increase
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and inadequate rainfall situation in major part of the 
state aggravate the situation. The dry fodder occupied 
6,73,700 hectares in 1970-71 which increased to 8,20,000 
hectares in 1980-81 (Table No.3.9). It comesto 21.85 percent 
increase. There was 47.5 percent increase in irrigated 
area during the period under this gr@up. As against this 
non irrigated area increased by 20.5 percent, during the 
period. The area under food crops and non food crops 
forages has increased to 100 percent and 90 percent 
re spectively.

Success of the intensive cultivation and H.Y.V. 
programme depends mainly on the timely supply of inputs 
in adequate qualities. The rate of H.Y.V. in wheat is 
encouraging while in other crops this speed is rather 
low and coverage of area is limited. In most of the crops 
such a H.Y.V. are now available and efforts are under way 
to remove interisic weakness in these varieties. It is 
therefore absolutely essential to increase the spped of 
adpouation of these H.Y.V.s, so that atleast 55-600percent of 
area under crop is covered within next few years.

Prof. V. M. Dandekar has pointed out that planning 
for agricultural production in India leased on centrally 
planned target was unrealistic. This is so because decision 
in agricultural production are in final analysis taken by 
million of farmers scattered far and wide. Further, with
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highly diversified and variable agroclimatic conditions# 
it is not possible to lay down a set of rules for 
instant adoptation by all farmers although such a 
procedure may hold a good conditions where all the 
variables including the use of land is controlled by a 
central planning authority. In the absence of this# 
target oriented approach fails# as it has in India.

Therefore it is suggested that -

1) An all out efforts be made to create an 
environment congenial for furthering abricultural growth. 
These measures include availability of high-pay-off inputs# 
creating a adequate infarstructure, adoption of favourable 
price policy etc.

2) Education the farmers so that they can aquire 
adequate skills for adoption of modern technology.

3) More emphasis be given in evolving efficent 
methods for motivating the farmers for wider adoption of 
improved technology.


