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1,1 INTRODUCTI 3

In a country like Indla, which predominantly is an
agricultural one, the conditions of agricultural labour, as
revealed by several studies from time to time, have been
extremely poor, despite several schemes and various acts
passed by the Government to protsct the intarest of this hazd
toiling classy even now ¢all for an intensive study which
would bring out scme more facts of their problems 80 as to
suggest the remedial measures, The present atudy is one such
attempt where the canvasg of study is restricted t a small
village in the Konkan Region of Maharashtra State,

1,2 STATEMENT OF FROBLEM $
The problem under present investigation can be precisely

stated in the following words 3

The economic conditions in particular and living
conditions in general of agricultural labourers in the village
under study are changed to some extent although they stcill
face the problems of underemployment, poverty and indebtedness,

1,3 CBJoCTIVES OF THe STUDY 3

Following are the objectives of the present study, @

\



a) To study the social 2nd econcmic conditions of agricultural
labour in the selected wvillage,

B)  To study the pattern of wage determination of agricultural

‘ labour in the selectsd village,

C) To examine the nz=ture of employment of agricultural labour
in the selected village,

D) To suggest sultable measures on the basis of conclusions

of the study,

1,4 METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY 3

The present study is basically a case study of one village
in the Konkan Region., The selection of the village was mainly
gulded by the availabllity of adequate d&t& at the secondary
lsvel and possibility of getting appropriate data at the
primary level from the agricultural labourers, Since it is
a case study, it was decided to© go for an intensive study of
the agricultural labourers in the village, For this S0X of
the total enrolled agricultural labourers were decided to be
included in the sample, The actual sampling procedure for
sclecting 110 agricultural lauvcurers is described in the

chapter IV at the appropriate place, This primary data was
supported by the relevant secondary data made évailabbe £rom

the various officeé at the village and district levels, In
addition to this a few similar studies concarning the agricultural



labourers have also been reviewed and have been reported in

the subseguent chgpter.

Thus, the methodology consisted of a case study through
a sample survey leading to the primary data, the appropriate
secondery data and the procassing of both these types of data
for their meaningful interpretation,

1.5 SIGNIFPICANCE OF THE STULY 3

Over the last forty years, several studi;as have been
cenducted by various scholears and organizations with regard
to the problems and conditions of agricultural labour but the
present study is significant as it is pertaining to one
particular village in the Xonkan Region. The main cbjective in
concentrating on cne village was to make an intensive studay of
the labourers in the selectad village. The inferences drawn
therefore are lixely tO© be egually applicable to similar
villages in the Kankan Regicne.

1.6 CHAPTER SCHEME 3

The cutline of the chapter scheme adopted for the present
study 1s as under. 3
CHAPTER s I ¢ INTRGUUCTICN AND METHODOLOGY,

CHAFTER : 1I: AGRICULTURAL LABOCURERSe: A BRELUDE,
CHAPTER ¢IIIs PROFILE OF THE STUDY AREA,

CHAFTER 3 IV SRESULTS OF THE SAMPLE SURVEY,

CHAPTER 3 V & MAIN FINDINGS AND SUGGESTIONS ,



