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CHAPTER II

Research Stu“ies &nd Methodology of Study

Concent: A Studyvy of powerloom Workers in Vita

1) POWER -~ Znergy or force that can bz used to
do work-overated by Mechanical Power,
not by hend labour,

2) LoQM - Machine for weaving cloth,

3) POWERIQQCM - A loom is mechine for weaving
cloth, looms are of two tvpes -
A) Handloom -~ It operated by hand labour,

B) Power loom - A loom is operated by mechenical

power,

4}y POWER IOCM INDUSTRY - Means the industry that

under takes the weaving of the cloth

by the help of power looms,Industry

is concerned mainly with the

production or manufacturing of goods
5) WORKER - A worker in power-loom industry is

one who does the work of weavina cloth

on power looms,

6) POWER ICQM WORKER - A worker in power loom

industry is one who does the work of

weaving as vower lcom 50% or more than

that within the ye=r is 3 vowsr
loom worker, P \jﬁgg
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This dissert=tion limits it self to the studv of the
worker in th=s power lecom industry in Vita only, This
dissertaticn nroposes to study the socizgl and economical
condition of the weaver in vower loom industry,Those weavers

living in Vita and pemfeval areqof Vita city,

2:2: IMPORT HCE QF RESKE™RCH 3TUDIES IN IWDUSTRIAL LABCUR
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We know thst our country was well developed ir the hani-
loom, hendicraft znd small scale industries he‘ore
independance, Bﬁt in British period all that Jistroyed,Th=t
was their policy,

Since indeovendance p=riod India is m=keing powerful

g
efforts to reach hard to register economic progress and to
provide necessities of life toc 2ll it's citizens., ¥or the
economic development 7nd social development, Our Government
eccepts the five yrérs plan,

Planning is essentially an attempt 2t working out a
rationel solution of problems an attempt to co-oriinate

means =nd ends, it is thus Jifferent frem traditional nit

Hh

and miss method by which ' reforms ' and ' reconstructicns'
are often under tsken with this anvorach at its base . Plenning
in India proposed to initiste a process of deve lopment

which will raise living st=ndrad and upon out to neople new

opportunities for a richer and more varied life,

The importance of the worker was stated in th~ first
five year plan, The worker is the principzl instrument in
the fulfilament of the tarcet of the vnlan ani in the achieve-

ment of economic progress generzliv, His Co-~operation will



22

he

a3}

n essentizl factor in creating an economic org=nis~tion

=

in the country which will best sub-serve the needs of

Justice',l

social

' The Jetional develcopment of a country basically
Jepends upon more production of goods and services, From
the traiitional voint cf view more oroduction woul? ~enerate
a healthy cycle of more income,more investment, more
emp loyment and more proiucticn, of the income is equally
distributéﬁ the workers would be better off, with more
purchasing power,better nutrition, more efficiencv and more

. . 2
production,’

The recenrnt stress on rapid industrizlisaticn #s the

h

only sclution to the prohlem of India's poverty and economic
~ack~rroundness has raised the status of industrial workman

in thes eves of th= public,

"Z-shiva Rao, labour lealer had surveyed the conlition
of industrial workers in India, He Jdealt with the »ackgrouni
of the organization among industrial worker in India amona
with vost 1lst world war developments, He surveyed industry,
A~riculture,Population,Maturation,Public health,untouchaility,
and the vproblems regeriing recruitment, houseing ,weges andi
expenditure, He shows that at is economic pressure,the social

disability of the out caste =nd the lack of diversified

O S

1 Govt,of Indie Planning Commission!The First Tive Year
Plan - 1951 -~ p.no,7,8-570.

s

2. Punekar 5.D, : 'Roll of Lebour in Economic Develnpment -

- D.NOL4E,
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cccun~tions that sre responsible for deriving rural
popul~tion in quest of work in to the cities. He mePkes it
clear thet unsatisfactory working condition may be new

=

industries do orovide employment for a vortion cf superflous
popul“tion espscially, in & country, in which agriculture
cannot vossibly suonort its millions on stanireds

compatible with human diginity’'.

A

' The problem of industrial or l2hour management i
not arise when the forms of bussiness org=nisation were of
small tyve butvthey develoned only when elcborate
organisational structure -céme on the sense during the late
Jinettenth century'z, We can understand from above senternce

tha need of research in industriel labour.,

‘Before independance India was greatly adv-nced in the
field of industry and cccupaticons in ancient times, as
evidenced from the ancient litersture, Dving of leather,
weaving of woolen clothes, mekeinc of contsiners to hold
liguids,making charioty for war,bhoats and shions for carrving
on trade with foreign ccountries an?d making of nlcuogh ani

carts for the farmer were the main crafts.3

'After indepeniance ' Figher onroduction an? grater

oroductivity have come to be the wetch words, The steginction

.

of centuries had to be over come to meet the risino tide

of aspirations of the common man who excepts a millennium the

day the country become independsnt,It is not imposszihle to

realise thet no Govt.could work miracle over ?iqht.4

1 B.3hiva Rao: The Industrial Workers in India,n,256-257,
23 C.®,Memonia - p.NO. 232 .

- ~do= P.nN0O.232 - 1983
4, AJAV,RefmanRao - Hassy on Indian labour, DeNO, 7,
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All shove views can eloborate that the most fundewental
stand in favour of indistrial preoductivity and role of
worker in it, To increase nroductivity it 1s n=scessary thst
standard of livinag of worker is eleveted well abova the
present level,

' With th2 hesavy »ias in agriculture and acriculture
em-loyment, the investment in the industrial manufacturing
and their contribution to national income were certairly
lower, This economic situation had its natural effects con

the emsloyment',l

Power lcom industry céuses mass empleoyment ovnortunities
for all tyve of labour i.e,skilled,semi skilled un skille?,
Having verious 3a0e aroups men,women are workino in nower
loom industry or anv twpe of other industries,Effect of
growing nower looms,citv hes to face many sociel , econcmical
problem, educaticnal problem,and various problems related
to the workers, and have to face them, In Hodern times, labour
is not treated as it was trested in ancient time., Tut now-a-
days he has got more immortance as like other factors of
nroductiocn, labour is the main fector of nroduction.Sinply

increment in wage deoes not mean sound industrisl nonlicy, But

e

to provide all facilities like house, heslth,e’ucstiocn, an’l

liaht, water etc,

Fair waae should solve tha economic nroblem of worker
to som= extent,But increase in productivity anil efficiency

lies in harmonious r=l=ticns between the worker anl owner,

1. A, %Y, Raman

AJ
o}
O

i

'ZTassys on Indian Lebocur ' - 0.9,
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Powerloohs were run under various médnagement i,e,
co-operative sector and onrivate sector. In private sector
2 toglooms were handeled unfer shop act by one person,But
in co-overative sectors.looms were handled in larme number
by one mill ' The establishment of & spining mill in
co-operative sector in India is relatively of recent origin
( in 1951 at Guntkal Sponsored by Madras 3tate Hend-loom

weaver federal co-operative societv )

Now co-coperative industry has diversified itself in
various.wiews,A co-operative industry can take different
forms as follows -

1) It may be organised by the consum=rs

( e.o.co-operetive spinning mills of weavers )

2) It may be crgenised by the nroduce¥s

( e,g. Co-onerative sugar factorv of sugsrcane
growers, cotton grower,rice );

3) It may be orgenised hy workers ( e,g. industrial

co-operatives of self emploved opeorle )

All above forms of co-operative mills were feound at

various places in country,

2:3: THS OBJECTIVES QF STUDV:

The chjectives of study were as follows:~ For these

s S N ;
objectives data and other 1nforwatlon'1S)collectea,
-~

1. Dr.s5.,v . Kajvekar -~ Pub,Thesis on ' Management of
co-overative spinning mills in
Maharashtra,p.no, 2,



2b

A] Historical background of city 2nd power loom industry
in Vita citv.

B) To study the social conditions regariina worker,
recruitment, services conditions,Pousinag facility,
Training,3oci=l rel~tion,relation within emplover an?.
emnloyee, health,perticipation in trade unions etc.

<) To have &n economicai/éurvey regarding the wages svstem,
Actual wages, minimum wage and expected wage,honus,
allowarce etc,and to find out the level of their
standard of living,

D) To have & comparision of worker in Vita with the
condition of workers in power Iloom industry from
different partfgf Tndia as revealed in Jifferent

nublished 2nd unpublished studies,

E) To study the role of Trzde unions in power locom industry
and their contreversy with the nowerloom weavers
associstion,

To studv the workers social relstion with *dwner an?

t;‘j
N

worker them self,

For all #hove cbjectives survey and data col.ection is
made, so with the help of that collection, researcher should

try to bring cut real fact,

2:4: HYPQTHESIS TC BE TE3TED:

Hynothesis was framed for testing with the hein of
chjective, Data collecticon was done throuch interview,

squestionnaire to test the following hypothesis,

@7

(1) The study assumes that old method or traditional villace

settiny do=s not nrovide adeguate economic op ortunities
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t~ the Artisans an? other backward caste members will be

hi~her at factories =nd house hold industries .,

¥2) iorkers who join the weaving industry are likely to bhe
drawn from inadouate asricuvltural beckaround, It also
assumes that they are &key completely dependent on weaving

sectors,

}3) The workers will-participate activeiv in tradje union
activities,
¢4) The worker having lower monthly wage are more likely

+o show low level of commitment,

95) Workers expectations of oromotion chances are idiractly
related to amount of skill they nossess,
(6) The fulfilment of minimrum need of worker is likely to

be directly related to their monthly salary,

(7) 7The workers particivaticn in the instituticns other
than factoryv will he low,

(8) level of worker &nd owner relation,

2:5 THE DESIGH O THY 3TUDY SAMPLING
.y £ Svr“*

e
Sampling consists selection of the units i,e,weaving

unit in Vita, Th;m the selsction of unit at the last coming
down to the selection of in‘ividuels from thesze units for

the Jetailed interview s=mnl is 10%,

2:6 HATURE,3COPZ AND LINITATICNS Q7 THIT 3TIDY

‘Weaving irdustries can bhe classified in two’” Soct&@%

i.e. ornanised sector ( i.e, Textile mills ) =i




or decentralised sector,

lassification is
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the help of organisation, The decentralised sector congist
of Handlooms power looms, hosieryv and ¥hadi units 'Th=2 role
of nower loom sector in oarticular is very imoortant in
the Indian textile industry, It nrovides enloyment to
s o . 1
about 2.5 Milliecn workers?',

'The nowar loom is concentrated in Mahareshtra and
Guijrat State at anout 8 to 10 centres, They ars Bowhavy,

zhivandi,Suret,Malegaon,3angli,3o0lapur and Ichalk=ranii in
Kolhapur District, The power leom industry in a2ll these
nlsces are predominantly 1in the small scale sector, All
most 25 to 80 percent of tha total looms 2re inst~lled in a
small power loom factories haviny less than 5 looms each
persen,'z

All merners from weavers family were workin~ for
various process of cloth »nroduction, The owner of looms
provides yarn to wsaver ~nid wesaver after woven cloth shoul?

return to owner only weaving charge is pail to the worker
by owner.,All the capital is invested by the owner i,e,
cepital for yarn, leooms,bill of electricity etec,
Vita,spacilized in cotton cloth,7hat is c=zlled
L
' Manjar p=th ' having price 6 to 8 Ruppes ner mater,
Ichalkeranji also producss manjrsr nath cotton, "ut at
Zhivandi =nd some other places cotton and other tyne of
1. Bedekar A,Y,- A Studv of power loom worksrs in
Ichalkaranji, M,Phil,?Vissertation
Submitted to 3,U.Kclhapur,n. 26,
2. Ibid - 0.26
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cloth #lso produced,

Thouah, India was famous for handloom cotton or 3ilk
and weaving is our tralitional occunation ' Malmal from
Dakka ' was very famous in the world, But crowth of this

occupstion has taken pnl=ce after ' revolution in the

No]

=

industry was broucht about by the great inventions in the
art of spinnin~ and by the apnlicetion of powesr in Britein
in the second 2nd half of the 18th century. Though the
first cotton Mill in Indie was started at fort Gloster new
Calcutta in 1818, The real agrowth of the industry in India

How ever started with the seiling up of the Bombay spining

2nd weeving mill in 1854 at 3ombay,

The rapid arowth of power loom sector has taken
plrce from last three decades, This sector had helned to
reach at our socio-economic goals of our nlanninc such szector

has to f-ce number of probhlems thes=z are as follow

S 2w
(1) Lack of constant supply of raw material i,e, varn,
and o+hers,
(2) Unstable orices of varn,
(3) lack of various processiny facilities ,
(4) In adguate 2nd costly credit to the power loom sector,
(5) There is not any speciallf reservation like hani-lo~ms
sector,
(e) Hioh quality yarn is not available to power loom sector,
eyt ‘
1) Dr.3.v ,¥advekar - Pub,Thesis !'Manaagement of co-

an
op=zretive 3pining Mill in Mesharashtra -
Chp.%Wo.2, p.7.
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(7) Transportation cost is more than ethers,
_ h
(8) Fousino facility is not available to the power loom

worker or weaver,

(9) There is ngx/any rechnical aw@ facility,.,» ‘,w‘.wgé’w

(10) Apvointment of compherhensive committee,

(1) Ahsense of medical facilitv,

(12) Lack of educstional faéility to weavers and their
childern,

(13) Lack of well labour organisation as well as lealership,

A1l above problems are concerning with vite nowar -
loom weavers, And hope thst workers in Ichalkaraniji are
also facing such problems, 30 there 13 need of urosnt
attention of tha Government, Bec@fise powar loom will nlay
more =ffective role in clothing the masses with cheap, cloth
of high standard,

N 4

y b
Ginninmgg Spinnine, Weaving,dyiaqg, colouring ani

- -
-finishing are the various Qroceagﬁ{n th2 production of
finished cloth, each anil every stage orxr nrocess has a

specific imnort-nce, All zhove mentioned process were injuries
to human health so ther2 is a need of verificaticn schems,
Light, full of water supoly at the working place,Zut i€ it is

not avallable in the industry workers who ars working in

such industry they havs to face Iiseases like T.7,

237 METHOD OF DATA COLIRCTION

There are many methods of deta collaction n-mely

cuestionaire,

ot

nterview,historical method, and so on, 2ut

statement regariding this dissertation is a 'Sccio-economic
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studv of powsr loom weavers in Vite, Thz study is ccenfine
to only Vita citv's. jmo, 2phical area., For the purnose of
dissertation intially field survey was under taken anid the
worker and owner in power loocm were contacted, I have

visited verious power loom centres for observation for

actual weaving process ani verious problems related to

2

workers social an? economical conditinns were discussed

within various groups of workers,

o

nﬁiihe guestionaire was prepared and 109 workers
in power loom 2t Adifferent units were interviewed 2ni the
inforwation was coliected,Wwhile selecting the resnondant's
age group were not consi idered who are actuelly as now=rloom

-

workers were consijered 2s real reswnonlants,

For the study »nurooss following data coll
methols were adonred to collect data and various inforination

from worker official record,

4

2:7:1)  DISSCYPACN MITHOD
. !

Above mathod is used while collecting informetion

=

from union 1leaders, powarloom owners.3ocial worker and

associsation activities and some eminant nersons,

=

2:7:2) QUESTIGNAIRE

Questionaire is used for the vowsr loom weavers to

collect the dats regarding their socio-economic information,

This m=2thod is used to understand actual n-ture =ng

VErious nrocesses regariing the vower loom and actual
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situation of working place, Also about the housinn
problem, Health,=nd som= other problems, In Vita city

+here is not slum aree,

CARTOGRAPHIC MITHOD

2:7:4 This technigue is used for the drawing various
graphs like growth of popul~stion of Vita city,grenh of

¥hanapur taluka,

In short data is collected from various place i,e,
Shivaji University Library,Vita Nagar Parishad,various

co-cperative weavers 5anstha, Union leaders for collecting
s ad
data a2nnual reports are used, Some times personal inter

v

view was also taken, 5 . PR AN |
gf;,q‘t\ ‘~\f

2:8 ANAIYSTIS QF DATA

Collected deta from various sources is an=alysised
in various ascepts regsardin~ the socio-economic conditions,
The number of worker converted in to percentage to totsl
number of worker hoth 2t industry level and Vita city, city
in general, when analysing the deta various mathematical

and statistical mathods were used,

2:9 DATA PLISETNIATION

Collected data which is analysis 1is presented, in
various soecific resvect regarding the 3ocio-econeonic

conditions, Data i) Tebulated in following mannar:-

1) Review oﬁ/gg;erloom hussiness,

2) Development of Zusssiness,

3) Ratio of nopulrtion workers,



5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
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Spocial character,
Zconomiczal character,
Nage oproblems,

Trade union and worker participetion,

~i
gy

Social relation, |

Conclusion,

Suggestion,r
e



