SHEALA RIIRICR
{3ts Nature and Mecpla)

Byery district presents its own particuler situstion
in f¢c own speoial way. It uniqueness can £irstly be
attributed Go its maturel situation. BSecause primarily husen
society tends to adjust iteeclf o 4ts natursl anviromsant
m&umW&xmwtmmm. 2ven in
any district the olement of hotercgenity is distinctly markod,
Some paxts of the district, sors favoured by natural
envizonnant, show more advancement while its other part, where
regours of climote make 1ife of people more diffienit, wevsine
neturally beckverd, TMus geograpiical eoni tions, by an large,
detenxine stete of secicty.

A gine advenpes and luman cultmre matures, the hman
clenent becomos more influential souros 4o Mringing about all
sided developmont of the segions Thus the traits of society
in any region are partly to be undorstood in terme of natural
ervirommontal rolationshdp and partly in tesms of kind,
charactar end qualities of ite people.

In order to unicrstand a historysocduostional, social,
econcsical, political -~ of a dlstrict it becomes imperative
to have thorpugh study of its local physical aspests,
mmm, customs, habits etc. of tho peoploe Such studies



will help undarstand the reciprocsl influenge of soclal,
eoonarical and politics) fackors on education. wWith this
end in view an attempt 48 wade hera to give in the following
pagos the demoription of Sstare dlstriot and movanant of
peoplo.

The district of Satare oame into cadotencs in 1648
on the dssth of Chhwtrspati shehajs Raje alige Appsehed
Raje of Satars.) Mz, Freve vas the first Comndssioner. Xt
wae firstly nemed os Satars Frovinoe and not as & Collesto~
rete or district. |

As o it name the Betara District Cosetteos
obecrved as £follows “District Satars so called from the
soven walls tovasrds the gates whiah tho Satara Jort was
Wtam." Same other soupcesclais that the
word *Sgtare’ is darived from the ‘taptarishd' god whose
temple 48 Pudlt on the fort, which was onlled ‘Gaptetars’ and
Batara 4is derived from ‘Sapt-tara’, Thme there 48 a great
deal of comtraversy over tho name of ‘ratsra’, It is now
wall agcepted thing that the Chhatrapati Rajaram (178941300}
who made 4t onpital of s kingdom by the turn of 18th
Contury A.0. and since then 4¢ bocawc the cepital of the
Maratha Rapdre. When the Ixitish Govermment annawed this
tarzitory thoy mads Satars eity o8 thedr headcarters. 5o
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the lepeed tarritory was adwiously onlled &8 ‘Satara
territory', or provinge or tho district after tho nanpe of
its headguartacs.

From the Thomes's Rapost it spposrs that in the
beginning the Sataws provincs’ was divided into the folle
eloven perts for the seke Of §ts eddnistrationy and esch
ves cnlled diserict or Potas

1) Satare, 2) Yeraguon, 3) Jacii, 4) rared,
5) walewe, 6) Wail, 7) Kowegaom, 8) Xhanapur,

Map No. I of the Saters territory shows the dise:
bound ry in 1848, The said provinoe had undercone & sexd
of changes in oourse of time; some woere Of intornal patur
and others affected dts boundaries, which resulted into
ddwinishing $ts area, "In 186263 the Bijapur sobedivigic
vas sads ower to Ielogmn district. The Tesgion Sub=divis
from Bolgmas was joined to Satara on J«-8-1863. Moroowver
1964-65 randhariur subsdivision woo attach od to Solagur.
Similarly from tho ist January 1967 the Taragoaon Subwdivi
was sbolished and Lte 83 villagss werc dlstributed among
nedghbouring subedivigions of Karsd, Xoregaon, Xhetav and
Patan, In the same year 16 villeges from Xarad wors
transferred to Walawa sudb-division. The last territorial
changs oocured on 1st August 1875 whon Malshizos subsdivi






Satera resedned with 11 diviatons and 3 subsdivisions
mmm mwmmmwmmm

Khandala mww 4n wad in 2927, mmm of
Satara dlatrict as on 1947 i shoun in the Maps MO, 1X.

§) Koregaon, 6) Mahabaleohwer,
8) patan, 9) setags, 10) Shirela, 11) Tosgeon,
12) wd, 13) welewo.

Nirs river and beyond the mirs, by the distyict of Foona on

the South snd by the chain of mountaine of &

satnagizd on the ms Mm aren m m m*
- m‘n torth latitude and 73°42° 75%40° Bast longitude.







36

of Patan, Shirals, Catara and wai. MWWWW
population in 1041 was 30% of the distriect population. The

gone nmay be called damp hilly country. It 1o full of thiek
overgreen forasts and hes hoavy rainfall 240° o 200"
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oets the rein £all betwecn 00" to 48" Mahebaleshwar is the
popular M1l station. The villagss and hamlcte are to he
found on the ot and the valloys of the hills. e juncles
beact with wild boasts such a8 tiger, fox, wild pigs, bears
sto, Road feallity & totally absent. It 45 roportad thet
*“in the very interior part of the Joold taluka evan bullock
Muammumwm.“ Fain cwops of the sone
wero Rico, Nechandi, Vari, Jowar, Whoat and Mulses, The
average danaity of the populstion of the sonc was 2789 P 8Q.
niles,

NWQ

This covers the arvad of talukas of uLalewn, Kersd
and xoregaon. It i known o8 the ‘Kristna Khorve'. Though
not quite plane 4% 18 free fxom forosts end hills. The sodl
18 righer, deapor and Delvier. Such sofil produces magnificent
arops whan thore 48 plamty of rain which variee from B0" to
23", Trersport facilities are well off, T™h: railway line
which was opened in 1866, and other reads are good moans of
comunioction. Tho sonc 48 conprised of about 23 area of
the district and extent of the population in tho sope in 1941
was JON, Tho main cPOps Were jower, tiheat, tobacon, groundmst,
pulces, sugarombe ote. Morace density of the population wes
B2 por sqmiles the Mohest Sn the distvict,

v e /}
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<) The Eastecn tone s

3t is comprisod of tho aress of Khatag, Men, Norgh
Eest Vgt (Xhapdala), Tesgeon and Khmnespur talukas. The soil
40 poor and light., The rainfall 4s wry samnty about 15%,
Consequently the sone s the soarecity ares and “its
estinmated frequancy is onoe in six years.®’ The priceipel
indostyy other than agricultars wes shasp searing, wole
spinning, kmddlt weaving and shwep folding eto, In winter
and supcer soasons polple migrate for s pariod of three to
aix months of the yoor. The totsl ames oowewd by the sone
in 1941 vas 4% and population 32%. The saein exop s Bajri.
¥hent and sogareans arXe gEown on Arrigated land, The awerage
dereity of the population wes 216 par ag. milos being the
Jowest in the Alstrics,

™he dlagran Mo, X on the percontages by arce and
population, and Map No, 11X show relative position of the
sOnGS 3t & glanoe.

™he figures indicsted fn Tohle No. 1 about the
populacion during the perfisd fror 18458 to 194) show greater
variations.
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ToRE Bed-d
Fopulation dring 1640-194

rows R NSRRI R L S L S ]

is4e 4,99,861 4,603,408 $,63,080
10861 ReAe Neoho Hohe

1873 5,67, %6 5,406,653 11,16,0%
188} 5,332,480 5,290,901 10,62,3%0
1891 6,213,852 6,312,157 12,25,990
1901 8,689,003 5.77, 4% 11,456,559
1911 5, 3,010 5,432,208 210,83,278
1921 5,11,480 5,314,719 10,26,25%
3 8,92,303 5,087,409 11,79,722
sa 6,587,643 6,60,607 13,207,280

e NG TR PSSR S AP S o e ey I LR SRS GRI

{Soures s Census Repozts of the respective ycars Supra Bibliography)
From the above tsble it i3 clear that the population

of the detrict for the period botween 18001 to 1921 showed
dowvenard trond while subsecuant to 1921 it hao rmaintatned

steady upward tyend.

This s 4in keepdng with the general

trend of Indian population, The decline 4in tho population of

the dletrict covld bo aseridcd to the sever:famings and

epidonde of plogune of 1906-97 and the Anfluenss epidemic of
1918, In this respect somo plooes of inforwation about the
gravity of tho calmmity ocould be found in Gowarrmant recopds,
*The fall in the population 4o due to great influsnss epidedc
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of 191839, mammmmmmumm,

ot from medlond help.®) *The epidwnic of 1918 vas sever

and foarful, mortality coused by this one diseass was
suffigient to dentrey the natural inorosse of moxe than
thirty yoars. In 1918 moughly 6,600 perscas dled of influensa.
There vas bed cut-bresks of cholera in 1914 end i919.*]

The second special features of the populstion of
the Afstriot has & high sex ratio ainue 1901, Tho sax ratio
&8 the mmbor of females per thousend male population, This
was due #0 the cutemigration of sales fron the distrios,
Pertioulerly petplc fros tha sastern and the western mone
outendgroted for thair livelihood duc to the unfavourshblo
climate in thelry sone,

The third speaial feature of the population of the
district was that there was also grest wristion in the
density of population of the talukaz wilch can bo seen frow
the Map. Mo, f¥. The denmity of population 4s low in the
talukas 4in the eastern end the western sones and reletively
Mgh in the Contyel sons. The study of the poprulation of
this dletrict is the guiding factor whioh sugoests that the
vesterr: and sastarn sones which form major pest of detrict
should dbo given apecial facilities in odational and economic
developmet 80 a8 to repove regionsl fmbalanoes and to attain
over al) gencgal welfaxe of the people in the diskrict,

3697
A
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2.4 ARRA, PORULATION, TOMNS AND
BN, IAAEAE S 26 ok CANE

Al

Satare s prefosdinantly a pural district, Oof the
1353 abited places in the dlstrict are 13N willagos andt
22 towns and municipal aities, Six are iohabited places
or included Lin urban aFos. This oewns that X formed the
uzban area with 13 population and 98% rural area with
87% population, In gemeral, *Town' moans & Mumicipal ares,
gontormant ares, or & place which has & popultion of S000
oF more and oxhidits urban charactarictios. Towns of
Karsd, Vita, Mbivetpur, Mehabalestyar, Satara, Satara-
Suberban, Mhaswad, Tasgaon, Ashta, Islenpur heve got
municipalities, Talukas of Jeold, Mstan and Shiralas hwwe
o0 towns and hence they werc solely rural talokas,

2.8 RELIGIQIS »
The populatico $s aomposed of the poracns belonging

2 etip)

to the differant veligions. The Table Ho. & shows the
f1gures " selative positicn of ho peocpla of various religlonss



a) Schefiulcod Castes 3.,75,430 13

b) HowkBehoduled 10,765,572 2
Castes

e) Islem 49,43 4

4) chedstian 5, T s W

o) Tridal People 2,014 % 1.6

f) Other voligions 18,827 1}

T T Tremls 1,2%30  100.0

AR £ i i i e s ST AR AR AR st Eon st i e gt i

(The data are ommpiled fron
mm:wumumn

It s cdwious fros the above figures that tho majority
of the Satara population are Hindus (91%), whilc the Mausline
are (€. The tribsl population in the distriot i
insigrificent. Tims distxict 48 frec from aduontional problem
of the txibal poople. Howewer, population of the Sehwdulod
Caste woo 13%. That poses special problem for educetion in



Farsthi is the principal languoge and ia the mother
tongue of more than 94% of the population, MNowawer, besides
Marathi, sixtecn other lancuegee are spoken in the district.
Kannad at home. Though the Kamnnada, Telags, Cujavathd eto.
are spoken they are not taught in scinols. English was
tanght in High Schools as compulsory language. Urdn 4is

2.8

During the whole century (184-1047), the distriet
romeined industrislly beckward emcopt a few modern mechanised
industries. 1The important cottage industries like cotton-
weaving, carpontry, blackemitly, coppor and gold-amithy,
beskot-meking, pottexy, lsatber works and tanning, woole
suAnning and woaving gul-making eto. Were Teturned in the
amens Ain 1941 of the satara district. These industries were
found in almoot all towns and big villages an! are carried on
in tsaditional way.

The Ogele Glass wozks was opaned on the 25¢h Hovember,
1916 pear xarad and oeRricd on fts production of paper~
walghts, flower-pots, tilec of glass, lurricsne lantoens,
Safty stowes, stainless stecl pot, It ia claimed that this
works was the pionesr in this field in all owver India, ™o
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184, Started at Satare hoed 4in 1922, Produetion of Irxon
Piloughs, 011 engincs were carrisd on in this Sachory.
Bosides in the vicinity of the Alstriot twd moro works were
io existenon. The xirloskar Brothoes hawe sterted thelr
ste:]l nanfsoturing works in the vioinity of the dlstriot
in 19103 and at Sekbaswadi the princely State of rhaltan
& modern Suger Fectory ves started es sarly as 1033,

Those industrics have direct influente on education and
finaneial pogition of the local people,

2.7

Agriesliture is the most fsportant econxmic oooupstion
in the district, Meny others also work in industzios relsted
@ processing of prodoots and trade, toanmport sexrvioss.
Jwar, groundmt, tobeccy, sugarcane, pulses, whoet, rice,
millets eta, are tho ohief crops of the dletriet.

It o clafpod that nearly 40% of agricultural land is
under drought-prone ares. The talukes of tho eatern wai
(xhandala), Fhatav, Men got scanty and irregular rain
vaging from 10" to 20°. Abowt 10% land was brought undes
icrigation by wells, bandharas, tanke. The frportant tanks
in the 4district were Fingli tank, Ranand tank, Bajevadi tesk
in the Fan and Vayani and Ner-Yersla tarks &in Kiwtav taluka.
ey wvere oonstructed ss measure aceinet fandne. Adam-on-



The sixties of the 19th cantury ¢ould be regarded as
vory signiticent as well as formative puziod of the hMatoey
of the Saters aistrict. By this time peocple bogan to organise
thanselves £nto an assooistion at district level to lodge
eollectively their orisvenoes against the role to the
Govermment. In true sense, tho first Distriet Azsociastion
fosmed in 1060 at Satars proved to be the '0 Ke Ma' or the
forerummer of the nstional independent movepsnt. On the
a6th of June, 1070, am association was foxmad by the locel
pecple with a viaw o Lfnoulcating spirit of selferespesct and
self.reliance in the minds of the nativae and to bring about
gensral welfaxe of young mab of the distyiot,'

Jdbazal _Srasnisakion +

The next sionificent landmark in political and social
history of the Gistrict wac the establisiment of the ‘Sarvajanik
Sgtha'., A veteran social worker Ganesh Vasudeo Joehi of
Pooma populerly known as Sgrvajanik Kaka (which cosns a beloved
and yeveroed person to all 4n edolety) established with
cooperation of the locel people the ‘Servajanik Sebha' in
1871 in Sstars, The Sabha rendersd very useful services such
a8 sunning of nighG schools to eradicate illiteracy, propagating
8 onuse of women oducation and a¥ranging meetingsand conferences



for the spread of Philoscphy of the Ssbha tiwoughout the
district. The Sabha donated an smount of Ra. one hondeed ¢o
the Xhandssh Relief hnd, 1t made agitation o protect
ageinst the policy of Salt Tex §n 1872,  Seocial refomm and
politicnl swekening anong the natives, wure Bainly the twin
cbjoctives of the Sebhas.

0 attain econtmic developmont, the tabha decided
to start a Sugar Mmctory under the auipioss of the Setara
muntcipality,’ The Sadha strived hard to weliovoe miserable
farmers f£rom the Debt Agk and took oppostunity to convey the
peoplcts griaovences to the Gwernot whenever ho vas at
Satars or Wai on his pleasure trip to Mahabaleoshwar.

A large susber of people of the district steeped in
this politioal and goalal mowrent rose 0 the cocasior in
consequant upon the establistment of the National Congress
in 1885, They Degan to tour the dlstriot to propageted the
csuse of the Maticnal Gongress. To start the work of the
Hational Congress at grass root jevel the leaders established
taluka Congress Committeesin the whole dastrict. A mumber of
Confergncoes asnd seotings wette hold in the nooks and corners
of the aistrict. Of then, the Conference popularly known as
the *Mantk Adntveshen'  held at Welme town in 1093 wes
woth mentioning for its grandear and & galany of enlightened
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oen snd the undardogs. I was attenied by sbout two Mundred
deligates from all over Maharasitra, frominent asong then were
Mr. Alan Ootevian Mume, the founder of the All Indis Wational
Congress, lockamanys Tilak, Gopal Keishoa Gokhale, Namjoshi,
apate, Cepe Cumuji, Mahadeo Govind Ranede, the othey audienge
of sbout one nillion wac mainly fros farmecs and pessasts,

ne. e vae preconted with an sddxess in the Confiarenos.

This showed the hatcht of populsrity of the Naticnal Congress
asong the pecple ond the extent of poldticel mwekening in

tham by the turn of the J0th century.

pext frop the liberal politicsl movemant of the
time, thote were also some rewvoluntionary politioal
organisations fighting aoainst She British zule 4in the district
of Sstara. They ok tnepiretion fron the Matiny of 1837,
Afagr the £all of Vasudev Balawant, the moverent ook now
turn more on sound basis. The revoluticnary pecplc began
to establish rewvolutionary alubs in varicus parts of the
Baharashtga. The objoot of this movenent was to give Alrect
or strategic fight to the alien overnpant with & view 0
restoring politionl pover in the hands of the natives. e
progranm@s they arranged under the movenent were large and
variod, suoh az starting naticnal achools, grmasioms,
eultural organisstions, twade &{n national comrofiities,



bycott on foreign goods arxl the production of explosive varfare
arms and ammnition such as hend-bomb, pistols, rifles, ete.

In the beginning of this ¢entury, the revolutionary
oroani sations have extended their fields of operation all
over Mahara-htra and even at the intermational lcvels. The
atmosphere in the whole country was very tense duc to the
partition of Bengal 4in )90S5, During this period, thd non-
cooperation, national education, swadeshi were considered the
irportant progreamwes of the movements of the time. 7The non-
enoperation programmes took very violent nature as in scme
parts of India 80 in Satara, One Vagullaka Joshi from Dhowm
(Village in Satara District) made ;olitical contact with
rulers and people of Nepeal, Afganistan and China to sesk
support to the politioml movavent in Sgtara., Most prominant
figure ascociated with this movement was Kalanbe Master who
greatly influenced pupdils of his school by a number of ways
such as excursion to historical places, study of the bygone
history of Maratha, 2Among his friends were Ramarao Barge
from Xoregaon, N&X. Bhave, Balkrisina Joshi, Savalaram Budhakar,
Lawmen Peradkar, &ll were the teachers of Goverrment Primery
Schools. They periodically used to assemblc at places to
discuss and cerry cut their plans on national education and
political tacticks of warfare natuve. aAmong their subordinete
teachers were Bapusahed Chavan (Kmbrmtm). Dada Patil
(Supane), Anantdas Ranmdashi Mardekar, Trimbak Gangadher Marathe,
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Abasshed Jog (Tasgaon), Bhau Gopal Parsdksr, NHarhar
Pirparikar, Madlmvanns master (fhilavadi) Ekxnath ODnyanoba
Gurao (Philawed) the Talim Master Mty (Masur), Copal Bandu
Guraq, Atmarem Halabe (Tarale) etc. e list could not be
made exheustive. All thess teachers were highly influenced
by durning spirit of petwiotiss and they strived hard to
propagate a senss of maticnality and patriotisn among their
young children and the young generstion, Nany of tham
posoessed themselves a gift of eloguence, dfuqnqameyoc
graceful writing and untiring spirit of organisation,

Due to his sotive pasticipation in political movement
of ths times, Kalmmbe master got the sack from the Goverrment
service.l® 1s afterwards, started Naticmal school et Mhapasel®
and prwpared a battalion of about 2000 patriots in Consultation
wmgwmmummwmm
Wuuw.'nusmymeoanmmemum
fight to the British Goverrment u*nnwaum with the
Portucness Coverrment, But alas | the letter failed to render
its help 4An tima. Consequently his plan oould not suooecd,
mmmnmmmnwummatm ‘Dadly
Xala® (mm-}ummmmonumm;u

victory' (Vijaysche Manogat) for m«ammzmw.
Balkrishns Bhan Joshi used to give training 4in armaments ¢o
the young and participated in the ompaign of ‘the bon-fire of



Foxedgn Cloth', Somo of thom constructed balhda, which boouwe
popular swong the younger guperstion of the times. To sign
M«mmmxathlrmﬁamlymm
political workers, It was a sign of conplete dawotion
poiitionl couses, One Mr, Taro the founder of ‘Sanglt
Education Scolety’ was also among the schame: Mahadeo Hinge,
drewing toschor prepared Maticesi basb,  Most of the
toschors indulged in the politigal movenent wese soverly
punished and isprisoncd. Inspived by thair dedicated teachers,
meny students were rustionted from schools, Among ther were
Mahadeo Shastri Divekar, Maruti Gsagsh Bhosale, Name Misal,
Xurlaker and lsmile Hoor Mahomad Hakim of Satara and Mahadeo
ucade, One Dajs lies Bepps Govatkar from Sstars had
slieged to be startsd a Rational Military School at Kabul and
was run upto 1938, The Samerth Vyayur Mandalf, Sangls and
Bhide Vymyer Mandal, Eatars, wore smong the rolics of the
rewvolutionary mowoept of the times. One Demodhar Balavant
Bhdde a teachor was very influendial and very agtive workar
of the movanent,

The revolutionary group owed 1ts exietence to the
herode spirit of traditional guerila of marstha people,
detexnined to give streicht fight against the rulers by
organizing pecple in & systapatic wmay. The activities they
undertook were wide and varied and insluded the progrommes of
starting pational schools, gyrmasiums, politicel clubs, to
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inmionts a spirit of patriotism, & sense of unity smong

the netives and of starting underground works of aakeition
and azms, and of spreading thc movement at internaticmel level
© seck edoperstion frem the progreesive groups of the world.
But their plans largely bungled due $0 natural cslamity.
Thote was 1o andd to the woas of pwple vhen the last otury
gstting ready for its exit. In 1896, bubonic plague sppesred
all over the detrict. From 1806-1900, prolonged and
disastrous fanines were a regularly resurrent visithtiong .

The Natiopal Congress hald at Oaloutta wvowed to the
four-point programme of (1) swarsj, (14 Swadesh, (141) Booe
cooperation, (iv) Maticnal oducation as the basis of Natioral
struggle for Independenee. Mut evan before that period, 4t
48 intevesting to ses that the local lenders of Satara
espoused the primeiple of Swedeshi by establishing the
Shetakari Sanghs (Farmer's' Grgandsation) in the differenk
talukes of the district, and cpening of shops of indigencus
goods at Wl as early as 1872,

AL tho ianitial stage the moveent had mainly two
funotions. PFirstly, to inculoats the inportance of Swadeshi
in the sinds of the natiwves so that they would incline more
to thes handicraft production. It achievad by giving lectuzes
in semipars by the loonl lenders a8 well as by invi




of nmaticnal tsportanoe, such a8 Lokamanys Tilek, thivarsnpent
Paranjape, K.C. Xelksr, etc., Tihis gave izpetus to local
petple to start with industrisl and oamereial organisstions
in the dlstrict., Ths indigonous Ink Memsfacturing Factory
wat established as carly as 1899 ot Vita, The Scep and
Menthol Production Fectory was installed 4in 1905 at Satara
city. The Pengil Factory was started 4n 1909 at Islampur,
The Match Box Pagtory and the Degoan Bvass Works were
esteblished at Xerad.  Anoasshed Chirmmsle, thc populardy
known as Vima Meharshi (Plopear in Insuranes Undertaking)
started the Swadeshd Company with the aoopaerstion of local
people and afteywards his spirit of enterprise gave birth ¢o
tho hnge western India Life Insurance Company ltd., Satara
and the Bwadeshi Commercial Bank ied,, cstara.

one of the characteristics of those activities wes
that these esarly efiforts towards the Swadeshi weze of an
experivental seture and they waere carricd out as a part of
political moverent and not as to enhanes the production of
nstive goods. Only on the eve of first decade of the 208h
century a phlaoe of industrialisstion took place in the
district on the wodest Deginning, Kirlosker, Ogale and
Cooper started thelr industries in the £irst and scoond decads
of the prosent century.



Sakwnshodel. Novensns

The second decnds 0f the present gentury merked the
turning podnt 4n the history of the district. Thore arose
an 1dsological polenics amwong the leadors of Satara. Cne
group, rainly belonged to the trewmins wvho wore grestly
inapdred by the politicel thoughts of Lolmanys Tilak had
belief that omly the politicsl moveramt would pave tho way to
independenve of the countsy. The othor group, maeinly drawn
from the NoneDrabmins of Satare, inspdzed largely iy the
philosophy of nshatme Jyotires Plule tha contemporary social
reformer 8f Tilak and Vistmusbestyri cChiplurkar and Rajagehi
Shalm Msharaj beliowed in socdal roforms as wcans O achiove
independence.

Ag the pscplc of sSatars were divided into two opposite
omxps, the coslesds that 1ived hitherto (1910) began o
Grindle down,. At the initial stage the political movement
got a great Sot Back. The Satysshodbek Mowement (S.5.M.)
hald 1ts svay over the dMstriot during the pexiod from 1910
to 1528 end it becawrs BOY® popular apong the surel arces of
the Atstrict. Thoe aim of the Bamal wasc to resove social
fnecuality psepetuated throughout the ages among the Hindus,
All the religious reformers of India from tino of Kxisheoa
and Buddha down to Mahatina Phule have prosched against the
social ineguality and tyied to S0 away with those barriers
which separated man from man and have stood in the way of the
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growth of patiocvmlity and patzoitisn An this countyy. It was
the tenohdang of the Satysshodhak Ssmaj (3873) to fyee oowmon
man from the groes Agmorance snd grofiitng superstitions of
the timo, The loaders of tho £.8.M, also thought that unless
and until the messes were suffic fently will educoted to
understand the conoept of ‘Right of Man' these was little hope
of an old instituticn liko the cesto syatem being essily
dsstzoyed. B0 thoy male SWO-pronged attack on tho soctety.
Firstly, thwy dencunced the enclusive rights of priestly class
and sccondly, thwy arrenged programmes by which they could
educate ppinions of the local pecple M0 a8 to bring sbout a
favourablc chapge in the soadsty. Theoreticelly, the latter
was pore sionificant @ attain their objsctives on sound
footing. Under the first, they arranged prograreos of violent
neture, *such as areoning and looting the houses of the
fratrins, ransecking the goomon 200d presesved for the Brelmine
ot pligrimes, levelling thelir wells, tarnishing thedr imege in
society and homiliating tham by indulging in soraid ceepaigns.”
Datta Temple et Vita, Rap Tarplc at Bhilawadi, tho establistment
of Lokamanys Tilak's Paduka (Poot prints) at Borskhal, the
sansacking of Audunbar apd Parli were some of the glaring
instanoes of their violont nature. This led to crcate emity
smony the two gogtiocns of the Hinfus resulting into tho soatal
tugpoil, 3t 48 peredom that the 207did emmpaign helped much
oot in roamoving the Affercnoes among tham but to fors the
groups stronger and stronoer in as-sugch-as the hard inetinct



smong than was largely devcelopad. THhis gregarious impulse
of caste consoiousneds Sown in those days was desply xcoted
among the two sections of the groups that even of late deys
the progressive forces, however, stfong thoy may be, failled
to fight shy of thair difforonges. Tias it is now well
established thing that the aftarmath of the viclomt forr of
the S5, moveent vas not veritadly congenial to the
objoetive of the Satysshodak Samaj, But this spirit is stild
dormant among the life of people and only a proper educstion
would weed 4t ovt Anr ocourse of time.

Tho esteblisihmant of educational institutions 4n
sural aroas wac in real sonse a constructive programme of
the 8.5, movemant. It led to create oducational awekening
arong the peasants who stecped in ignorance fror time out of
mind, A mumber of schools were establishod in the various
perts of the dlstriet with the @ooperation of local people.
Consequently, the mmsber of pupils in all schools rose from
0,000 to 60,000, The key-centres of POVERODT VeFC touns
of Reth, Kale, Sond, Bidlavedi, Satera, Yedemachhindra,
Shivethar, Chitali, vwed, Xarad an! ¥alunjae The movenent
mmmm.upmuwm“mtdowﬁtm
systen of dowary, child marrisge, polycamy etcs” The workars
stagod sogial aoncerts and conferences in town after town and
propagated the osuse of thoe Satyashodak samaj of the wricus



prograrses, This educational movenant, hes left glaring
positive impress on the hstoey of the dlatrict. This has
given treskethrough S0 the spirit of educational entoxprise
ampong the nop-Pratmins in the district. A glaring axemple
of this., oon be cited to the Mayat Shikehan Sanstha founded
by the late Fadmebhushan Xarmavesy Bhourad fatil (1887«1980)
in 1919 at the conferente of the *Satysshodek Sepej® held at
Kale in the dlatrict. On the extent and quality of the work
done by this euocstional institutions the District Camstter
of fatare obsoxved 1 "Rayat Shikxshan Sanstha brought a
revolution in the £ficld of education which s only to bo
W&dwanﬂlwmmm&mtmwmtw.by
uummmmpm' o the whole it can be conciuded
that though the two ‘schools® ok the initial stages scomed
to be cmutradictory o sach other, they in the long run proved
to bg complomentary ¢o each other. Onc propegnted enslusively
a spirit of patriotism, the other strived to inculoste a sense
of self-relience and sccial equality among the undde-dogs.
Virtuelly, the Freedor Mowement had two aspocts = Freedan from
and Fresdon for « and as such the netionalists twied to win
frocdorm from the British by giving all impertance to aational
povarant by undexrining the othar aspect - freedon for -~ whigh

was the gomtral objootive of the reformdsts,. In view of the
situation the Satysshodhak Movemsnt held fts own €411 about

1925 in the dlstrict of Satara.
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Its swall achiovament of the times ¢ould in no cese de
considered as ite dead failure. 3t gwve just modost boyglimning
to the conoept ‘social eguality’ right of meng and dignity of
individual whon the whole socicty's iithargy asllowed to
inortia of progressive fdsas. It 18 only in the latter phuse -
the evils of social inemality and social injuatios which
modern India is ablc to make & dead st 0 denish, The violant
sspect of the moverent has now boon virtually forcotien in
ocurse of time and the “stara osnnot now go on brooding such a
wrong for evor., But longing for the soalel fustice has
rorained and it will continue €O sosk anpression until 4t is
fully satisfied, through the apread of progressive oduoation
apong the DASCS.

Aother peculiar institution started io 1930 at Wai
fs the 'Frefnys Pathe Shale’ by Karsyen Shastri Magothe
pojtlarly known as the Kavelanand. It concentratad upon study
of Sanskrit and Gricmtal Philosophy. It tried to give
cbhjoctive vicws on the Hindo religion.

Dr. Agashe also startsd ‘Aryengla Mehavidyslsys® "t
train dootors in Ayusweds, D.B, Parasnis mode rich collection
of raxe historic docoments and ploturaes and condueted e
Journal Itihas Sanoribe for a mmber of yoors.

Under this mational covanant some toachers 4n nop=
goversment schools alsec followed the path of their patriot
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teoachors and a fow plonders followed thedr suit. T™he
wovement took wvariocus fosms such as the honfiring of foreion
eloth, byaotting forcign cloth and gxdships, establishwent
of national schools at Rahimatpur, Karad, Masur and sSatera
city and abanding services by teachers in scivols, obeervaetion
of national wesk in protest against the Jalismwnla Masseare,
and sctocls. A fer lawyers suspended thely practiocc, litigents
got settled thelir disputes Dy arbitory village courts. The
legislatures wexe boycotted by non-eesking elsotion, coalasee
avong the Hisdus, the Muslims and the pereons from all other .
reliciona, eradication of untouchobility etc, wers constructive
programmes. Agein in Felruary 1937 Mebatma Gandhd toured the
dstrict and awperiencsd phencmensal rise in vari- us activities
of tho movenent. On this oocesion the membexship of the
recently established Khadi Bhandar incroesed upto 11,900,
The