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Vi.l ZNIRODUGTION s

In the previous chapter i.e. Chapter No.V -
“Op, Radhakrishnan and University Education®, Dr,Radha-
xrishnan's thoughts on University education are discussed.
In this chapter, his thoughts regarding religious and moral
education are discussed, lis thoughts regarding religious
and moral education are found in his various books and 4in
his number of speeches delivered at various places on
various occasions, Similarly his thoughts regarding
religious and moral education are found in the report of
University Education Commission (1948-49)., His thoughts
collected from the sbove sources are discussed in the

following paragrephs,

Aocording to Dr, Radhakrishnan, religion is
spiritual adventure, it is the fulfilment of man's life,

It i3 an experience which raises our being to highest
extent, To explain, to quote some lines from ‘' Religion
and Culture' -

“Religion 48 spiritual adventure,...
Religion i3 fulfilment of man's life, an
experience in which every aspect of his
being is raised to its highest extent,

What 4is needed is a change of consciousness,
a rebornness, an inner evolution, a change
in und.uhndinq."
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According to him every religion is an approach
to the Supreme, It is not a theory but it 18 an actual

1ife, a higher kind of life and a revelation, To explain,
to quote some lines from his speegh,

"Religion is a life to be lived,
not a theory to be accepted or a belief
to be adhered,...There are varied
approaches to the Divine, There may be
different revelations of the Divine but
they are all forms of the Supreme.®?

Hence, he warned that soul should not be surrounded
with a shell of national pride, racial superiority and empty
presumptions of castes and classes.

Accoxding to Dr. Radhakrishnan, “Religion forthe
Indian mind 18 life in God, love of man and charity for

a11.*

According to him, the religion shpuld be understood
in its largest sense. The great values, like, truth and

love are the essence of religion,

He was of the opinion that the basic principle of
all great religions is do good and overcome evil with good.

He believed that religion has two aspects; i.e,
inward and outward, They are gbhays and ghimss. By these
principles, he wanted that man should be free from fear and
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hate., To explain, to quote -

"Deepen your awareness, extend
your love....abhiya, frecdomr fxom fear;
ablpea, freedom Erom hate. One 18 inward,
the other is the outward aspect of the
true nuqion.“‘

Ageording to Dr, Radhakrishnan, religion is not a
dogma, lie believed that religion should be lived; and not
only believed. Aocorxiing to him, “To overcome the conflict

and integrate the personality is the aim of religion. w5

He believed that all religions teach the same and
they treat humab beings equally,

The Indian view of religion holds that religion
i3 not a creed but a changed life, It can be judged by
man's character and his behaviour, It 18 a spiritual
training attained through discipline and training, i.e.
sashans. Religion insists on freedom of inquiry. It
insisted on logical reflection (Manan xg7y ) questioning

(pariprasna qTye¥ ) and inquiry (Jjijnase fyrar )6.

According to Dr, Radhakrishnan, religions i.e. the
iiving faiths of mankind are different paths to the same
goal, God is one, human nature is one and salvation is one,
80 the feeling of universal religion should be formed.
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Dr. Radhakrishman was of the opinion that the
general outlook on life makes a man truly virtwus, and
for this spiritual training must be included. Aocording
td him, "If we exclude spiritual training in our
institutions, we would be untrue to our whole historical
development, w7 According to him education is ultimately
concerned with values and the fundamrental principles of
ethics are common to all religions, hehce, these should
certainly be taught to students,

One of the major aims of education is the
development of the whole man, Religion /’&‘ thni widest
sense should inspire all educastion; and hehce, religious
instruction should be included in the curriculum, The
importance of the moral and spiritual instruction is in
the building of character.

The Indian Constitution has laid down soms
principles rdgarding relicious and moral instruction in
the articles; i.e. 19, 21, 22 (1) and (2), By these
Articles, the Indian citigen gets the right of worshipping
his religion according to his own counscience, but
- Govermment will not spend the public funds for the benefit



of any particular religion, No religious instruction
shall be provided in any educational institution wholly
maintained out of the state funds, These are some of
the principles stated in the articles,

But even in institutions maintained by (overnment
religion can be studied critically as a part of a course
in general culture, Preaching is not pemmitted but a
philosophical study is permitted, The State should not
encourage any particular religion but it should provide
opportunity for all religions. There are no special
privileges or special disabilities for any religion, Thus,
the Government has the intention of not £o ban all religious
education but to ban dogratic or sectarian religious
introduction in State schools, If sectarian creeds are
taught then instead of developing the spirit of peace and
brotherhood 4n thaer, the feeling oi struggle and strife
will be encouraged. According to the report of the
University Education Commission (1948~49), "Our secularism
is ab act of supreme courege and sublime loyalty to our
national youth,” ¢

In India each one is at liberty to approach God
according to his capacity and inclination, This is the
bcsm of{ our Secular State. According to the report of
University Education Commission (1948«49) to be secular is
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not to be religiously illiterate, but it 1s to be deeply
spiritual and not narrowly ms.gtoun.'g

Dr. Radhakrishnan points out the wvays and means
of imparting religious instruction, Almost all the
educational commissions and committees which have come
into existence have followed and recormended the ways and
means of imparting reliyious education a8 they are very
valuable, fundamental and basic., 7They are a8 follows

Every morming before the school work, a short
period of silent meditation should become the essential
part of college life, Every individual should think of
his scul as a canile of the Lord., It should enable him
to £ind the spirit within and mould his life,

Accorpding to Dr, Radhakrishnan students should be
habituated to right emotions and it should be induced in
them the formation of good moral, mental and physical
habitas, The values should be built in them by suggestions
and persuaaion and not by command or by imposing., The
best methcd c¢f sugge:sticn would be by personal exarmle
(cf tecchers), Jdally ldie and werk and books read from

day“w”day .



in the early stages, soocoxding to Dr, Radha-
krishnan, the books should contain not moral lessons but
lives of great men, The books should be written with
dignity, beauti and tenderness as they are for the early
stage.

In the secondary schools stories which illustrate
great moral ahd religiou® principles should be used,

According to Dr. Radhakrishnan, in college
classes, ideas, events and leadilng figures associated with
religious movements should be studied,

in the degree courses the selection from the holy
books should be read to atudents like *The Bhagavadgita',
'The Dhammapada', 'The Zend-Avesta', 'The Old Testament'®,
‘The Gospel of Si.Jdohn', '‘'The wuran', and *'The Curu Granth
sahib',

Dr, Radhakrishnan Commission (1948-49) strongly
felt that, a study of great books was essential in the
university coure, those could be the selections from
Homer, or fromw Greek Tragedies, rlato, The Bible, virgil,
ShakeSpeare, and Tolatoy, Or. fadhakrighnan sincerely
believed in that the great social refomers' lives would

touch the students® uvel-m
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For the higher classes, according to
Dr, Radhakrishnan Commission (1945-49), the study of
religious seriptures was essential, Religlous instruction
should be given to bring awareness of the great historie
insights, The philosophies of the religions should be
studied in relationh to modern worid, The views ahould be
formulated as per modern world, The unity of all religions
should be taught and the prejudices and misunderstandings
should be eliminated, The inter-religious understanding
should be created,

Dr. Radhakrishnan strongly advocated the study of
great literature and philosophy, religion and arts for
religious and moral education, according to him, there is
a close relation betwesn literature and religion and
philosophy. The aim of literature is good of the world,
'W.'n The same aim can be of religion
too, Literature is the channel between spiritual vision
and humen beings, The Rigveda, acoording to him, was not
merely religion but poetry and literxsture, The Bible, The
Avesta and The Qursh were not merely classics of religion
but were works of literature. According to him, the
religious volumes, epics, plays, tales and folklore tranmmit
to people the great ideals of harmony with nature and
integrity of mind,



141

Oxr. Radhakrishnan advocated the proper study of
humanities including philosophy and religion, He wanted
to alter the minds and hearts of the people, and hence,
he believed that only by the study of humanities that
oould be done.

From the foregone discussion, it can be concluded
that, according to Dr. Radhakrishnan the study of literature

and philosophy, religion and arts were essential for
religious and moral education,

University Education Ccormission (1948-49) has made
the following suggestions regarding religious and moral
education,l?

1) All educational institutions start work with
a few minutes for silent meditation,

2) In the first year of ths Degree course, lives
of the great religious leaders like Gautama -~ the Budliha,
Confucious, Zoroaster, Socrates, Jesus, Sankara, Ramanuja,
Maghava, Mohamad, Kabir, Nanak, Gandhi be taught,
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3) In the second year, some selections of a
uniyersalist character from the scriptures of the world
be studied,

4) In the third yesar, the central problams of
the philosophy of religion be considered,

VI.6 GCONCLUDING REMARKE s

From the foregone discussion it can be concluded
that Or. Radhakrishnan thought that the reliyious and moral
education is essential for the development of personality,
Even in the secular state like India, there is a place for
religious and moral education., Though religious preaching
is prohibited, the principles of religions can be stwiied
as a part of eny academic course. The University Education
Cosmission (1948-49) has made some good and useful
suggestions for esch and every stage of education about
religious and moral instruction. Almost all the educational
commissions and committees have aoccepted the suggestions
made by Dr, Radhakrishnan Commission (1948-49) as they are
very valuable and basic.



de

2,
3.
4.

8.

6.

7
8.
De
10,

143

REFERENCES

S. Radbakrishnan - “Religion and Culture” An Orient
raperback, puhlished by iHind irocket books (P) Ltd.,
Delhi 3, Ch.2, p.l2.

Ibid, p.25.

S, Radhakrishnan - "Vedant for Modern Man®, p.374,
§, Radhakrighnan, "Occasional Speeches and writings,
First Series Oct. 1952, Jan, 195" (lnaugural Address
at the Indian School of international Studies, New
Delhi, 1 Cot., 1955), The Fublications Division,
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Govermment
of India, 1957, pe 157,

Ibid, Fresidential aAddreass at All-~India Oriental \
Conference, Annamalai University, Annamalainagar,

26 Dec., 1985, p. 259,

India, Govt., "Report of U.E.C. (1948-49", Vol, 1,
tdnistry of Education, Govt. of India, 1963,p, 288,
Irts, ., 299.

Ibia, ch, VIII,pp. 2587 to 288,

Ibid, p. 300.

Ibid, Ch, VII1I.



144

11, 8., Radhakrishnan - "Oocasional Spesches and writings,

First Saries, Oct. 1952-Jan, 195" (Inaugural Address
at sSahitya Akademi, 12 Maxch, 1954) The Publications
Division, Ministry of Informatioh and Ercadcasting,
Govt., of Inaia, 1957, p. 106,

12, India, Govt. - “Report of U.E.C., (1948-49) Vol, 1",
Ministry of kducation, Govt, of India, 1963, Cih.VIII,
para 36, p. 303,



