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1.1 EMERGENCE OF THE PROBLEM 3

Great educationists like FPlato, Rousseau, Spencer,
John Dewey ahd Montessori had put forth various tioyghts and
propounded many theories about education in the Westexn
ocountries, In the save way there happened to be Indian
thinkers like Vivekanand, Mshatma Gandhi, Rakindranath
Tagore and Dr, Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, These Indian
thinkers have moulded the modern Indian education before and
after independence. It 18 very important to study their
impact on Indian education from the point of view of the
development and changes that took place in Indian education
during pre and post-independent period, Out of these great
thinkers, it is felt that Dr, Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan‘'s
educational thoughts have not been studied thoroughly and
systematically.

The researcher 18 a lecturer in education. He
teaches the Pgper-I vigz, "Great Indian Educators® at B, A,
level, S0 he came to know that the students felt very
difficult to get Dr. Radhakrishnan's educational thoughts
collected and compiled together at one place, Since they
are not systematically and carefully compiled, the researcher
felt a great need to compile and study Dr. Radhakrishnan's
educational thoughts critically,
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Dy, Radhakrishnan's thoughts about education are
scattered in his verious books and in many speeches that
have been delivered by him, Hence, it is essential and
valuable to compile all his thoughts about various aspects
of education and to put forth them with clear picture and
with full magnitude. It would be a thoxough, minute and
critical study to have an integrated view of his educaticnal
thoughts, The researcher has, therefore, made up his mind
to compile Dr, Radhakrishnan's educational thoughts and study
them critically to throw light on his contribution to the
field of education,

The year 1989 is celebrated as Ur, Radhakrishnan's
Birth Centenary Year throughout India, 1t is celecbrated on
the Govermment as well as institutional levels all over
India, Hence, the researcher thought that it would ve
appropriate to study his educational thoughts and their
impact on wodern Indian education, This can be the most
befitting tribute or howage that one can pay to
Dr. Radhskrishnan,

In the sape way, as the forty years have been passed
after the setting-up of University Elucation Commd asion
(1948-49) popularly known as Dr. Radhakrishnan Commission
as he was the Chairman of the same, the researcher thought
that it would be desirable to take account of his educational
thoughts and their impact upon present education,



1.2 STAIEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 3

The problem is, tharefore, stated as follows
®A CRITICAL BTUDY OF DR, SERVEPALLI
RADHAKRISHEAN' 8 EDUCATIONAL THOUGHTS,*

The various temms used 4in the sbove statement are defined as

follows
Egucational Thoughts

it includes thoughts about all different types and
levels and aspects of education, In the present research
work 4t would be &8 thorough and complete study of
Dy, Radhakrishnan‘s thoughts on various types of education
such as general education, vocational/professional education,
different levels of education such as primary, secondary and
higher education, and different aspects of education viz,
aims of education, curriculum, methods of teaching, teachers
pupils and toacher-pupil relationship,

ACritioal study

. The term study implies the pursuit for some branch
of knowledige, A critical study means a thorough or a
complete study of the subject. The term ‘critical'’ indicates
that the study 4s of a skillful and deciaive nature, It is
a meaningful inquiry, GHere in this research work, the



researcher wants to study Dr, Radhakrishnan's educational
thoughts so as to know his contribution to the field of

eduecation in India,

I.3 JMPORTANCE OF THE PROBLEM 3

There are many books written by dr, Radhakrishnan
as well as many speeches delivered by him, Hence his
thoughts on education are scattered and no systematic effort
has been maie so far, So it would be the systematic atteapt
to assess the contribution of Dr, Radhakrishran to the
field of education,

Dr, Redhakrishnan was the Chalmman of the University
Education Commission (1948-49), the very first Commission
set-up after India hes become free and as such there is
direct impact of hiz thoughts on the development of education
in the post-independent period of India.

with a view to enabling the students to face the
challenges of 2lst century New Educatiomal rolicy (1986)
is framed and its implementation has already been started,
It will be too early to evaluate the New Educational Policy
(1986), however, one can study the impact of ixr.Radhakri-
shoan's educational thoughts on the NEP (1986), In fact
br, Radhakrishnan's educational thoughts have influsnced
almost all aspects of post-inde endent era, and it will be



interesting and instructive too to £ind out his impact on
modern Inidian education,

The researcher also believes that Dr, Radhskrishnan's
contribution to education is very much helpful and,
therefore, significant to solve some of the problems in the
f1eld of education even today. |

I.4 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY ;

The present research study is undertaken with the
following objectiyes

1) To study Dr, Radhakrishnan's educational thoughts
with refiirence to -

a) the aims of educaticn

b) curriculun

¢) teaching methods

d) teachers, pupils and teacher-pupil relationship

e) university education

£) religious and moral education
g) women's education

h) rural education

i) different vocational education,

2) To Study the impact of Dr, Radhakrishnan's
thoughts on modern Indian &ducation.



3) To make recommendations based on Dr, Radha~
krishnan's educational thoughts with a view to improving
upon current trends and practices in the field of education,

1.5 LIMITATION TO THE PROBLEM 3

The study 48 limdted to Dr, 6. Radhakrishnan's
educational thoughts only. His thoughts related to other
fields such as philosophy, religion, ethics, morality,
Hnduism are not taken into consideration, Only those
thoughts frow these fields which are relevant so far as his
educational thoughts are concerned, are taken into

consideration.

1,6 RESEARCH PROCEDURE s

The present research is the library type of research.
The researcher has exploited both the primary and secondary
sources available to get information to solve the problem,

The present research can be called as a Descriptive
Research, John Best defines ‘'Descriptive Resecarch' as,

“Descriptive Research describes and interprets
wvhat 48, It is concerned with coniitions or relationships
that existy practices that preveil; beliefs, points of view or
attitudes that are held; processes h.{ are going on; effects

that are being felt; or trends that are developing. ol
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So far as, this dissertation describes
Dy, Radhakrishnan's educational thoughts as they are,
this can be treated as descriptive research.

It can also be treated as a case study of
Dr, Radhakrishnan's educational thoughts,

The basic unit of a case study 13 a case - &
peculiar or particular one of its kind, This case may be
a human being, a family, & group, a social institution or
an entire ocommunity., So far as this research study is
cohcerned, Dr, Radhakrishnan's educational thoughts can
be treated asu case, i.e, pecular or particular or unigue
one,

T™he case study method probes deeply. It is cobcerned
with everything that is significant in the history of
development of the case. The prooeas 18 personalized and
emphasizes the longitudinal approach showing development over
a period of time.

while nﬁudyinq Dr, Radhakcishnan's educational
thoughts, the influehoe of variouws factors ob his educational
thoughts has beenl taken into mpw yet the focus of

the present research is not upon these factors/aspects.
Secondly, case study is usually lindted to the stndy of a
typical or abnormal life, In this sense also this cannot be
said as a case study, It is only in a limited seunse that



this study can be called ass onse study of Dr,Radhikrishnan's
educatiomal thoughts,

considering the nature of the data required for
the research study, the rescarcher oonsulm all the boo
written by Dr, Redhakrishnan, This can be treated as

e ——

pdmaty source whs.ch gives him (the researcher) the first
hand information on Ix, Redhakrishnan's educatiozl
thoughts., The rescarcher alao consulted a number of books
written on Dr, Radhakrishnan, Reading of these books gave
direction as to what to read and where to look for the
oollection of necessary data.

So far as his educational thoughts are coacerned,
the researcher 4id not £ind any contradiction in the primary
and secondary sources,

The researcher alsp checked for internal consistency
of his educational thoughts. He found that he is consistent
in his educational thoughts, Thus, validity and reliability
of his educational thoughts have been establisghed,

After collecting the necessary data, i.e.
Dre Radhakrishnan'sg educational tmougits from these primary
and sdocondary souroes, the recearcher has classified them
under the varicus categories mentioned under objective 1,
referred above,
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Then, the researcher organised his educational
thoughts, interpreted ther and made generalisations of his
educational thoughts, I® also examined the impact of his
sducational thoughts on the current trends and present
practices in the £ield of education, In the end, he made
certain reconmendations besed on Dr. Radhakrishnan's
educational thoughts,

1.7 QRGANIRATION OF CHAPTERS s

Data thus collected, analysed and interpreted
and conclusions based thereupon have been systemetically

presented with the help of following elevel: chapters,

SUHAPTER=] 1+ LNTROOUCTION

This chapter introduges the topic, It yives the
details about the spproach to the problem and reasons for
choosing the topic for the study, the statament of the
problem and definitions of the specific tems, objectives
of the study and limitations of the study., It alsc deals
with the research procedure of the study.

Since this study deals with the contribution of
Dy, S, Radhakrishnan to the field of e&iucation, it is

thought sppropriate to have his life-sketch which may throw
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some light on the development of his educational thoughta,
This chapter highlights mainly those aspects of his life which
are significent from the point of view of the development of
his educational thoughts, |

This chapter describes the contemporary educational
bwkgrmd, 80 as to get the proper perspective of
Dr, Radhakrishoan's educational thoughts. This chapter highe
lights mainly those incidents and features of education which
are sigid ficant £from the point of view of the development of
contesporary educational thoughts and practices.

This chapter detls with Dy, Radhakrishnan's educational
thoughts regarding various aspects of education such as aims
of education, curriculum, teaching methods and teachexrs, pupils
and teacher-pupll relationship, It desoribes his views upon
these aspects of education,

CHAPTER-Y 1 DR, RADL 8
NI VERGLT TY B AT

This chapter deals with Pr, Radhakrishnan's thoughts
regarding the nature and aims of University Education, It
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also describes his thoughts and recommendations regarding
post=graduate teaching and research,

CHAPTER=VI 3 DR, RADHAKRISHNAN'S THOUGHTS
RE NG GILOUS AN ;
EQUCATION

This chapter describes his thoughts regarding the
meaning of religion and need for religious instruction, It
aleso discusses his thoughts regarding instruction in religious
and moral education, It alsc deals with his suggestions and
recommendationg on religlous and roral education,

CHATER-VII 3 DR
EDUCATION
This chapter discusses his thoughts regarding the
importance of women's education, It describes the nature of
women's education and the special courses of stwiy for women,
It also illustrates his suggesticns for the improvemeut of

women's education,

CHAPTER-VILIL 3

ON RURAL EDUCATION

This chapter describes his thoughts regarding the
rucral primary and secondary schools as well as the rural
colleges and rurail universities, It describes the need, the
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curriculum ahd the sdministration of rural colleges and
rural universities, This chapter also illustrates his
thoughts regarding the autonomy in rural educaticonal
institutes and his views regarding the rural ypliftwent by

rural education,

CHAPTER-IX 3 D SHNAN'S THOUGHTS ON
DIFFERENT VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

This chapter deals with x, Radhakrishnan's thoughts
regarding vocational ard professional education in agriculture,
Commerce, Education, Engineering and Technology, Law and
Medicine, Only the significant points in each field are
highlighted in this chapter,

SHAPTEReX s+ THE IMPACT OF DR, RADHAKRISHNAN'G
ED T : » ON MOL)
ND ED

This chapter deals with the impact of Lr Radhdkri-
shnan'’s thoughts on modem Indian education and its practices,
It Jeals with the impact of his educctional thoughts upon
the modern education with regard to the various aspects of
education like, the aims of education, curriculum, teaching
methods, teachers, pupils and teascher-pupil relatdonship. It
also discusses his impact uwpon modern higher education,
religious and moral education, women's education and rural
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education too, It also deals with the impact of his
educational thoughts upon different vocational and professional
education like, agricul ture, commperce, eMcation, engineering
and technology, law and medical education,

CHAPTER~XI s RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

This concluding chapter describes recommendations
based on Dr, Radhakrishnan's educational thoughts regarding
various aspects, types and levels of «lucation, The researcher
felt a need to suggest some recommendations with a view to
modi fying and improving the present educational thoughts and
practices, This chapter also sugoests some problems for
further rescarch stwiies,
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