S POKEN ENGLISH

* Prof. R. K. Bansal while discussing spoken
English in India, offers the following commenthdr
"English as spoken by educated people in India does
not differ radically from native English in grammar
and vocabulary, but in pronunciation it is different
from both British and American English. Even within
India there are a large number of regional varieties,
each different from the others in certain ways, and
retaining to some extent the phonetic patterns of the
Indian language spoken in that particular region. It
is also true that in every region there are good
speakers of English and had speakers of English. Te
terms good and bad referring to the degrees of
approximation to native English and standard Indian
English and also to gualities of clear effective and
intelligible speech. It would, however, be better

to aim at international intelligidbility.

He fur ther mentions the following features that
affect the Intelligibility of Indian English.

1. Accent on the wrong syllable of a word.



2. Word ordinarily accented in connected speech
left unaccented, this is often accompanied with
a very clogse juncture with the preceding or the
following accented word.

3. Substitution of (@m ) tor English / 7 /

4. Substitution of (v) or (Vh) for Emglish /V/

5. Substitution of (V) for English / W /

6. Unfamiliar proper names.

T. lack of clear articulation.

8. Wrong usage.

9, Use of short (e) for R. P. / eI/

10. Rlision of one Oor more syllables.

11 . Use of unaspirated /p/ /t/ /k/ at the beginning
of unaccented syllables.

12. Uncommon usage.

13. Mistakes in reading, substitution of another
word, omission of a word, omission or addition

of uninflectional surfix.

14. Substitution of /S/ for /%/ in inflectiomal
suff ixes.

15. Choice by the listener of a word that is more
likely in the context.

16, Substitution of / %h/ or / t / for English / >/
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17. /5 / made too long.

18. Substitution ot /g/ for /s/

Keeping in mind the above mentioned features,
we designed our test in spoken English to suit the
level intended. We have given a set of 20 pairs of
words for sound discrimination, 30 words for word
stress, 10 sentences to test the weak forms and 20

sentences to test the intonation patterms.

Sound dédiscrimination 3

A set of twenty pairs of words were given for
4
sound digcr imination. Pc ligt of twenty pairs of

words with correct answers 1s given below :-

1) +heat /it / - wit Juit [
2) shut /j‘/st / - shirt /7t /]
3) heels /hiaz / hills /huz /
4) suoh / sng / search EERIY)
8) cheeks /Xiks / chicks /ig1k /
6) faull VATV fool [iaa [/
7) leaked J licet / licked /it /
8) pot / e/ port /. </



9) drags ! 1292/ --=  drugs [dvngz/
10) matoh /ot / === much [ty /
11) sell J/oci/ --- sale /6e1l /
12) vary Ivens / -—-  weary [ i/
13) red / ved [/ --- raid [yeid [
14) pressure  /Pv:(:/ -~-- pleasure [Piezsof
15) ledger [lednar/ --= leisure /2350y
16) verse /Ny S ] ---  wWOrse /s /
17) sent /Sent [/ --= gaint /soint/
18) trend J\vend /7 ===  trained Jiveind/
19) little Jlet / -~~~ battle [hxti /
20) sudden /cidn / === button /batn /
Item No. 1 ¢t wheat - wit

is angwered correctly by 6% students.
Item No. 2 ¢ shut - shirt

is answered correctly by 56% students.
Item No. 3 : heels - hills

is answered correctly by 224 students.

Jtem No. 4 2 suoch - gearch

is answered correctly by 56% students.

Item No. § 2 cheeks - ch icks

is answered correctly by 304 students.



Item

No, 6

Itenm

No. 7

Jtom

No. 8

Item

No, 9

Iten

No.10

Item

No.11

No.12

Item

Item

No.13

Item

No.14

Jtem

NO.15

Item

No.16

Jtom

No.17

*»

-—— 56 ==

full

is answered

leaked

is answered

pot

is answered

drags

is answered

ma tch

is answered
sell

is answered

vary

is answered

red

is answered

pressure

is answered

ledger

is answered

verse

is answered

sent

is answered

+ fool

correctly by 224 students.

- licked
correctly by 104 students.

- port

correctly by 364 students.
- drugs

correctly by 364 students.
- much

correctly by 724 students.

- sale

correctly by 424 students.
- weary

correctly by 14% students.

- raid
correctly by 304 students.

- pleasure

correctly by 344 students.

- leisure

correctly by 264 students.

- wWorse

correctly by 64% students.

- wsalnt

correctly by 40% students.



Item NO, 18 : trend = trained

is answered correctly by 52% students.

Itew NO. 19 s little - battle

is answered correctly by 74% students.

Item No. 20 3 sudden - button

is answered correctly by 704 students.

Item-wise Marks

S SER D W W i G S W G AOE TS WS NS WA S SEN GUD SNA A VIR Be W L R W Sa GRS W WM e W S W W SRR G G S D D YD U WD S W N G W S S S

Item NoOs. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Answered

correctly

(out of 6 56 22 356 30 22 10 3t 3¢ T2
100)

T T SR W G S S A W U G BN S W W TS S T T D S R SN W SUS W WIS EAS WS L U S O A W S WS W IR TR G S W G5 R T M W MLR MR W W W S W

Item Nos. 11 12 13 14 15 36 17 18 19 20

Answered

correctly 42 14 30 34 26 64 40 352 T4 70
(out of
100)

D G B D WRe S G U S S WS R TR Y G SR GED G SIS B O IR GO W VS GBS G W D AN A VIR S A A R G S B GNP I TR WD BID WP GOV TS D TN WER AR SNV WS SN SV

The above result sheet of sound discrimination
shows that the majority of the students have failed in
distinction between / |° / and /] U /sy Jiv [ and [Ji [/,
/] D/ eanda ) [y ) & fanmd [t [y [ x [ and [ A /.
At the same time, it is found that the majority of the
students failed in using /W/ sound instead of it they have
used v/ sound in ‘'wheat'. At the same time they failed

in using /t/ in 'leaked ' and /g/ in‘drags.'



word Stress

A set of 30 words were given to test word stress.

The following is the list of cOrrect answers.

t

1) business /bicniv/ 16) affair [ytcan/

3) village  /vitidy/  17) attack  /ytxK /

3) chatter /:jm'u(‘n/ 18) observe Dzl

4) result Jyiinktf 19) admit [yt [/

5) mother /mnyaa/ 20) yesterday /;v%ﬂ¥cki/
6) farce Jic o/ 21) innocence /, /
7T) ecastle / <o o/ 22) permanent /Ph'ﬁ”““”/
8) ocough /ol 23) manager  /wxvidyinf
9) watched /L&ngh / 24) afternoon /0 {ipngv/
10) tomb twm [/ 25) recommend /:Xjimiud/
11) theatre /éI&YahV 26 ) absolutely /ﬁgg;u;bw/
12) serious VASRETRYY 27) comfortable/trni, i, /
13) valuable Jyr|iaobf 28) ability Liatii o /
14) smooth /S 3/ 29) comparison /?»’:f;m.**wr!a.sr/
15) argue /d'g“u*/ 30) rhotograth /[\z i/

D B W P S RS S DGR G S SED S S IR WS Gus NS SN WU D NS SN G G WS A SN MRS I N ER W WS S R S D e BN LD S SEh U Gk S S I G W W W

Item NO, 1 2 'business'

is answered correctly by 284 students.

Item No. 2 : ‘village'

is answered correctly by 304 students.

Item No. 3 ¢ ‘chatter'

is answered correctly by 100% studepts.

wr



Item

No. 4

Item

No. §

Item

No. 6

Item

No. T

Item

No. 8

Item

No. 9

Item

No. 10

Item

No, i1

Jtem

No. 12

Item

No. 13

Item

No. 14

Jtem

No. 18

‘result?

is answered

‘mother*

correctly by 564 students.

is answered correctly by 1004 students.

‘farce’

is answered

‘castle’
is answered
‘cough '
is answered

‘watched’

is answered
ftomb !

is answered

‘theatre!

is answered

*serious!

is answered

‘valuable'

is answered

‘smooth *
is answered
‘argzue '

is answered

correctly by 904 sgtudents.

correctly by 94% students.

correctly by 94% students.

correctly

correctly

correctly

correctly

corxectiy

correctly

correctly

by 964 students.

by 98% students.

by 96% students.

by 454 students.

by 984 students.

by 98% stndents.

by 864 students.



Itenm

No.

16

Ttem

NoO.

17

Item

NO.

18

Ttem

No.

19

Item

No.

20

item

No.

21

Ttem

No.

22

Jtenm

No.

23

Itenm

No.

Jten

No.

25

Item

No.

26

item

No.

27

L 1]

‘affair!

is answered correctly
‘attach !

is answered correctly
‘observe '

is answered correctly
fadwit*

is answered correctly

‘yesterday !

is answered correctly

‘innocence '

is answered correctly

*perrzanent’

is answered correctly
'manager !

is answered correctly

‘afternoon'

is answered correctly

‘recommend !

is answered corvectly
'absolutely!

is auswered correctly

fcomfortable !

is answered correctly

by

by

by

by

by

by

by

by

by

by

by

by

809, students.
924 students.
904 students.
24 students.

44% student:f
88% students.
24% students.
86% students.
404 students.
824 students.
44% students.

64% students.



Jtem No,. 28 ‘ability*

is answered correctly by 04 students.

Jtem No. 29 3 'comparisom’

is answered correctly by 60%£ students.

Item No. 30 3 *‘rhotograrh'

is answered correctly by 1004 students.

Iten-wigse Marks

Item Noa. 1 2 3 4 5 6 T 8 9 10
Answered
correctly
(out of 28 30 100 56 100 90 o4 10C 96 98
100)
Item Nos. i1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Answered
correctly 928 48 98 98 86 80 92 90 2 44
(out or
100)
Item Nos. 21 22 23 24 25 28 27 28 29 30
Answered
correctly 88 24 868 40 82 44 62 00 60 100

(out of
100)

the above result sheet of word stress shows that

one syllable word is easy for the students to put the

stress. But when there are disyllabic or triwsyllabic

words. It is found that students have put stress marks

on the wrong syllable. The disyllabic word ‘tadmit' is
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wrongly uttered. The first syllable is stressed by
the majority of the students. Just two students

with
read it/correct stress. Again the four syllable-word
ability is wrongly pronounced by all the students.
They have put the stress ont the first syllable.
It will be seen from the above analysis that the

students are unaware of the use of stress in spoken

english.

Weak forms

Ten sentences were given to the students to
test the use of the weak forms.
The following is the list of ten sentences

with correct answers.

1) I'im coming with you.
[y kawin wy o/

2) ‘Tat's an old story.

[ oeis o Cnd Gh it/

-

3) fThere's no need to worry.

/ )E/\),S nau \m.‘d {9 ‘\:C,'\ﬁ/



4) She's packed it neatly.
J Stz pakd R B /
5) Which ome d'you like.?

/L{ﬁg oA y \u lal'\\ /

6) I shall try my best.
/Gi r\ Tral wmed Lsk /

7) Vhere was he yesterday ?
JWE 3y wie i pestyder
8) Vhere does she live ?
[ Q¢ vy oy T B¢ /
9) vhen can you come ?
fiwes Fangu ke /
10) I shall be back at six.

Jox Tt el bt Siks /

IJtem No, 1

[ 2 2

I'm coming with you.

is answered correctly by 24 students.

Item NOo. 2 ¢ fThat's an old story.

is answered correctly by 34% students.

Item No. 3 ¢ There's no need to worry.

is answered correctly by 22% students.
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The rest of the answers have not been

answered correctly even by a single student.

In item No.2 and 3 students have failed to
make use 0f the correct weak forms. The students
have succeeded in using the correct weak form of
the contracted forms. i’t is observed that the
reading of the students is very sloy resulting im

the failure to make use of the weak forms

Intonations

Twenty sentences were given to the students
for testing their use of intonation patterns.
The list of twenty sentences with correct

answers is as follows :-
1) What's the time.

2) :my are you so \lkato ?
3) ‘;lIO'l coming with me ?
4) \:lly aon’t you ‘lx‘iston ?

5) Which do you like best ?



! i N\

6) Where does he live ?
i ~
7) The birds are ;inging in the trees.
8) Both the éhildren are ﬁlaying outsice.
1 N
9) We' ve been walking through the rorest.
! : ~

10) I must get my hair cut.
11) My I come im ?
12) Are you afraid ?
13) Have you time ?
14) Can you do 1t now ?

! § .
15) D1id you have a good holiday ?
/

H N
16) Are you angry with we ?
h:

, ?
17) Pass the salt please.
/

t
18) Come again soom ?

/

~

19) Return them tomorrow.

we, 40 you ?
7

20) You don't believe



Jtem-wige Marks

S I N IS W TS U S T A G B G SN A P S W SIS SR N G S G T IR S VER W e W S e W S UE SNE WA W VIN MR G WD D WS TE SR M SNt G M om W e WS W A

Jtem Nos. i 2 38 4 5 6 T 8 9 10

Answered

correctly
(out of 9¢ 86 72 84 B84 88 100 100 96 94

100)

D S GO WD S D G SN S SN U D B SO TP e S B G U B SN W R Y G WIS S U NN TN G WD TUF SR G W Y W M R TR TV S Sl e R W e e G ws W e e -— -

Item Nos. 11 12 13 14 18 16 17 1R 19 20

Answered

corree tly 26 28 22 20 26 4 32 92 Or TR
(out ot
100)

A U U SR A A S A GO0 WS N R SR GER SR G G G S W D W S G W W S AD i W G - o v

The above result sheet of intomation shows that the
students have used falling tone correctly but they h-ve
failed in using the rising tone. We my say that. most of
them are unaware of the use of these suprasegmentsl features

of English.
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