CHAPTER  IIL

UPDIKE. AND .THE WORLD OF I NNOCENCE-
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The child has aluays been the centre of attraction
for a host of writers. The world of the child is different
from that of‘groun-ups.'ﬂ child has its ouwn ua} of looking
at tha world. According to Rousseau children are only the
ﬁassiye regipien@s_of sensation. Wordsworth thought they
haye superior énsigh@. One has to gdmit tha@ the children
look at the things with innocense and this @nqocence has
charmad the writers.The mind of a child is open to any
new maaning or impression, so the uriter gan easily convay
his interpretation through his child characdters. Ths world
of children is more blissfulja visionary sﬂatg svery man
would long for but would never raturn to.Byt ths artist
ratuen to it through his imagination. He can catbh the
vibrations of a child"s mind. So the uriters adopt the
child's point of view. It is deliberately cultivated as’
an artistic policy. it has given the urite%s mary insights,
despite its limitations. The uriters uwho a@gpved the child's
point of view regarded child as a superior?uitness of the

world, free of all besetting doubts and distresses of

adult life.

Twentisth century uriters have often USgd thisg

'innocent eys and through their child and childlike characters
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they have tried to find new dimentions. Sometimes with
the help of poétglgia, they have tried to capture the
moods of childhood and thersby the innocent vision. I¢
has Qeep a prominsnt‘style with many modern American

writerse.

John Updike who has devoted more of his works to
the Portrgyal of ;he groun-ups and their world has been
also hailed as one of the best portéayers ofkchild.Iy_ig;
very interasting toinote that his pértiayal 6f a child
gives us a good idea of his portrayal of the adult world,
many of his heroes are childlike uho like to thirk in
tune”ui?h Sheﬁuqu ﬂqursqn uhq had said, "R man, if he
is any good, never gets over being a boy".'

-

.
i

John_Updike hgg givan a very fascinating picture
of tha child through the child character in his Piction.
Furtharmore he has trigq to ;ook into ths qhild_chgracﬁer
through the glass of the. adults, when his adults become

nostalgic and peep into their childhood.

Before studying‘his.child characters it must be
kept in mind that the child in Updike's fiction is purely
Amgrican.The fruit oflﬂmerigaq Society,born and broughtup

in Twentieth century,not like Rosssau's or Wordsworth's
child. The unhappy parents and their tragic marital d;ama
would be in the background to uhich this child has to be

an unuilling witness and that would give him a different

character.
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Children in Updike's giction are not only passive
observers.Thay have. in their own way,a deep.understandirg
of what happens around themﬂlt is sasy to brand them as
superior uwitnesses of the udrlq in the words of Wordsworth.

In small affaigs and bigﬁproblems the children in Opdike

seam to be uwiser than the groum—ups.

-

MFriends from Philadelphia"(The Sams Door)tslls

about a young boy John. There is much cendidness in the
storﬁ. The boy in this'story is grouwing into manhood,
although his childhood’ has ngt'igft‘him.He is a&t;pcted
touaeﬂg h;s girl fr?end‘apd ig very much possess@v§ ab?P?
her. He tells her that:shs should not pluck her eye-brous
which shouws that he has somsg deflnate 1deas about his -
1deal partner. Ulth her' father and mother he trles to
behave like a grouwn-up by shoui ng them that he 'knouws how-
to drive a car. He is a little irritated when he is
treaﬁed.like a little boy that he is. When ﬁhe girl's
father lats him drive his car he tries to keep his legs
from trembling. It is a beautiful study of a boy, uho

is slouly growing into manhood. The awareness of ths

maturity gives the boy the confidence he needs.

« !

' ]
Gloria in "Tomorrow and Tomorrow and So, Forth

(The Sams Door)is a child sndoued with e capacity for

46
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instinctive knouledge.She is a school going kid,uwho kids

her teachers by passing chits that read that she admirss

that particular teachar.

“he boy in "Intercession" is a keen observer.He comes
to the golf club to collect the balls.He spots Paul,a well

established man ons day and gives him lessons in golf:

R

"Boy,all those people with their crackpot systems.
You listen to them,mou'll go nuts.My father and a
guy he plays with,uho is pretly near a pro,he’'s

as good as a pro~hs was second in a tournament
thres years ago that was nearly stateuwide~thry

say just. take natural grip and pay no attention

to sverybody's weird systems."'1

Paul is a mature man,uho is uwedl~settled in lifg,but he
listens to the boy's advice uwith rapt attention,because it. is
a purely innoecent child's vision,uhich Zeachss him that one
should not pay attention to anybody's wsird systems but
should take only a natural grip to make things go right.
The boy's advice is not only for golf but also for everybody's

day~to~day life,Paul does not take it lightly.

Sinilarly Mary Landis in "A Senss of Sheltec"(Pipgeon
Feathers) is a uise girl.She senses Billy's grouwing attraction
in her.Billy is a scholar,uhom shs respects.Ths story that

follows is very touching.Billy does not know how to express
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his love as he is very shy,He knous that she is not a virgin
but his love is of platonic kind and he wants to marry her.
On the other hand Mary is maturer and does not want to ruin

this scholar:

"You don't want to marry mae," she said."ou are
going to go on and become a great man.y

He blushed in pieasure;is this houw she sau
him? as worthless nouw but in tire a great man?
had his hopes always been on Qieu? He dissembled,
saying"No,I am not. But anyuway you're great nou.

You are so pretty,Mary.n 2

The child’'s sensitive response to the marital problems
and disturbances is touchingly portrayed in "Dgar Alexandros"

(Piqeﬁn Featﬁeré).The story is woven in tuwo letters.Little

Alexandros is an orphan and is living in an institution run
BY charity estates.He is troubled because his foster parents
are having marital trouBle and are on the brink of sepavation,

Little Alexandros writes to his father.His father’s rasponse

raveals the state of his mind.

Then were Mr.and Mrs.Bentley who sent me happy

r
letters from America and photpgnaphs of their children
and a susater and a jackknife at christmas telling

lies? Why do they not live together any more?

The little child listening to a tale told by her fathar

|
in "Should Wizard Hit Mommy?" (Pigeon Feathe-s) is intelligant.
|



She cannot bear it: that. the wizard ,uwbo did the right thi.ng
in casting away the dirty smell of a baby skunk was hit by
the skunk's mother.Her fathetr has made thi's change to meke

the storu realistic but she tells her father to change it:

~

"Tomorroy I want you to tell me the story that,that

uizard took that magic wand and hit that mommy"her

plump hands chopped fig~ecely="right over the heaci."4

The story has other implicsations but as far as the child

character is concerned,Updike has shoun marvellous insight.
|

Children iﬁ Updike's Fi;tié% ;re noﬂﬂ@erﬁly intelliéent
and sensitive,they have something more in them. HBen in the
stepy "ou'll Never Knouw Dgaf How Much T ESVB'YDU“(RLQERR
Feathers) bets his only fifty ‘cehts. He feels like a groun
upe A new kind of auareness awakens in him., He is smitten

with the desire of getting rich quick.

A titter moves suiftly through the immence aéuit
heads all. around, Ban.understands the familiar-
role that he has und;rgona a hundrgd times with
his teachers and older boys,of betég a comic props
He understands everything'and'uants to explain
that he knows that his eyes are @oisﬁ and cheeks
-ad but that it is Bacause of joy,freedom,not

because of losing.

d

49



o0

?en ;s_cnly a child.He does not feel any grief ovar

dosing his only fifty cants but he is slated because of
- - - 4
the fresdom he is enjoying. This yearning For.freédém is

very peculier to children. ‘ - |

4

i

1The gllegpbors"(Tha Same Door) ip a2 pure s@ydé in
child behaviour. It shouws the mental development of i Charlie
a fifth grade student.He notices a neugomep girl in nis
class. tverybody else iaughs at‘hér because she lno&gi
plain in her usual outfit. Somehouw Charlie has diffsrent

feslings about the girl He is attracted towards he£ i
.and he admiras her calm and: gentle manners. In his chlldlsh
1maglnat10n he Pegﬁns to faeel pro?ectlve touards that glrl.
There ar9~bad-boys!ip:tﬁe clasé.‘éhgrli? ﬁa?ls “that' ne
éhould‘}ova'ﬂqan Addisop like % hero and ghould proiect
her from those bad éuys. i ;j f

; .“

And-then comes the reallz?tinn-

i ] .
_'He planned to walk Aer agaln, and Further after

school.All through lunch,h@ kept calculatlnq His~
father and He would’ repalnp ths bike. Nt thg next

- haircut he would have hls palr parted on:tha other
side to ‘get away from his oullck He. uould change
himgslf totallyjeveryone would wonder what had’
happened to him. He would ﬂearn to suim and 'take

her to dam. 6

Thls is the plannlng of a Fﬂfth grade student to

uin his beloued It|1s planned tolthe mlnutest detall But

Flnally the poor kid 1earns somethlng unexpected and sad.
! !
H ! E

|
'
|
H
-



He' learns tha§ Jpan was not hated bu@ was and is_loved
by everybody iq the c}agszuhen he spots her walking
with one of the bad:boys in the class. The sight of

that produces mixed reactions in him:

'It came to 'him that what he had faken for'
cruglty had been love,that far from Rating her
everybody had loved her from thebeginning &nd
that even the 'stupidest knew it wseks bsfors
he did. That she. was the queen of the class

and might as well not exist,for all the good
he would get out of it.' 7

Sudden realization and its quick acceptance without
any malice is typical of the child in Updike's fiction.
This typical subueban child seems, to be endoued with
understanding. A good perception of the affairs of

the groun-ups alonguith a sensitive responss. They
| seam to be acutely avarse of so many things. The child
in Updike's fiction is also curious a?put Christianity
and religion in gensral.uith the rsligious background
of thq.suburban‘America Upd%ke has raised so many
serious enquiries‘through his child character. It is
another typical feathme of his child character. It also

stressss the point that chi%d character is a delibsrately

developed artistic strategy.

o1
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REligion and religious 3EEEEEE§~9§¥ be customary ‘

to the groun~ups.They may do it as a routine procedure,.

but the innocent mind cannot get a clsar pictdre of it.

It is all strange to him so it arousss certain gravs
questions in his mind. In fact they are the quastions raised
by the artist through his child character.Updike's child

has many questions.The elders are unable toc answer them

so he tries to find his ouwn ansuers through his innocant

way of thinking.In trying to do so Updike has tried to
ansusr some of ths age-old guasstions fhraugh the sver

enquiring child mouth.
David in"Pigeon Feathsrs! is such a curious child :

David slipped into Wells's account of Jesus.

He had besn an obscure political agitator,a kind of
hobo,in a ainor colony of the Io07an Fmpire.By an
accident impossible to reconstruct,hs (Tre small

h horrified David) survived his own crucifixiorm
and presumbly disd a feuw ueeks later.A religion

was foundsd on this freakish incident.The credilious
imagination of the times retrospectively assigned

miracles and supsrnatural preatensions to Jesuss..

The boy is curious about the origin of -eligion.His
restlessness drives hin to Wells's account.The plain words
and the small h horvifies him becauss desp in his mind

he wants the base of relifion to bs sacred and true.



He rsad the account again and again to satisfy his

curiosity:

But prayers had been ansuered. What pr-ayers?

He had prayed that Pudy Mohn, whom he had purposely
tripped so he cracked his head on the radiator not
die and he did not dise. 9
This is his simple solution, lg the prayers are ansusred

then there must be something. Something freakish would not

ansuers prayers. lhis is the way of childish thinrking.

When his parents talk about soul,he is curious. Whether
the 1énd,earthuorm,human beings have souls or not is a big
problem now. But now he does not go to Yells because 'his
sngines of knowledge only proved the enemy's point'.He turns
to dictionaries to find out the exact me@ning of the word
soul. He asks one clergy about it. "Uhefﬁlis our soul then
in the gap?"(The gap means the time between we die and the
day of Judgemént.) The +everend fails to satisfy him. The

eternal question remains unanswered. And then he himself

finds the ansuar:

"Wother, good grief,Don't you ses? "=--he rasped
away the sadness in his throat--"if when ue die

there is nothing,all your sun and fields and uwhat

o3

10
not are all,ah,horror? It's just an ocean of horroc™

This is the innocent way of thinking. 'here must be

something or it would be horrifying. To avoid horror then
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It must be assumed that there must be something concrete

behind.

For the Christains churchgoing on Sundays may be
an obligation or it may be customary routine. Child's

point of view is in "Packed Dirt,Churchéoing,A Dying Cat,

and a Traded Car" the last story in Pigson Fesathasrs. The
\ :

hero of the story says;

‘Throughout my childhood , I felt nothing
in church but boredom and an oppresive futility. 11

This boredom is an indication of child!'s restless
energy. He has to sit quitely for hours“and listen to
the sermons,he does not understands To him doing something
mischigvous is quite important. The fear of church as a
place of boredom reflects in this pavagraph:

I tried not to go, but it was not in ~e not
- to go. I never attendsd the same church tuwo
Sundays in succession,for fear I would become
known,and be gexpeeted, To be kndun by face ?nd
name and financial uweight tobs us of our unitary
souls,enrolls us against those Bthers.Devil's

work. We ars the others. It is of the essence to
be a stranger in church. 12 .

So the notion of religion is entirely different
as Par as the innocents are concerned. Through his child
character Updike has voiced some universal truths. Many
unanswered questions leaves these children pondering over
them. Going to church as a routine is a silly and boring
thing for them but at the same time they fear nothingness

and want something concretes at the bass of religion.

“
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The. love of innoce.nse has led Updike to creats
some childlike characters,uwho fael happy in their child-
~likse visioné. They are groumups still their mentality
tends to be childlike to the extent that they ace not
emotionally assimilated into the adult world. Their
vulnerability and innoeance is captivating,touching and.

bligsful.

The Ace in "Age in the Holae" (The Same Duér) is

not at all serious at any thing. However grave the
situation might. be, he is his usual self.ALl he thirks

i about is his Pormer championship jin baseball and nothing
‘else,Hs has a uife and a child to take cdre of, still

he loses his jobs all the while. And uhen his wife tries

to scold him he starts making love. He ig not ready to
1

shoulder any responsibility, When he listans toﬁmusic
he feels that he is great again,as he maé in his primse.
While listening to music he Feels that all the other
kids are round him,in a ring, clapping time, Ace is

like a child., To him responsibility is a.big burdegn and

he wants to spend his time musing over the happy past.

That happens to be a blissful time for him. It shows

that Ace 1is a child though he is a groun~up.
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The teacher in "Tomorrow and Tomorrow and so Fotrth?

(The Same Door) does not believe that the girl Gloria is not

serious and that she is only poking fun at him and the like
of him.He is another of the childliks characters. He does not
believe that he is an incompentent teachsr. He is only rsady

to beligve that Gloria loves him: v

In his determination to find the right words, he
had bzen staring at Gloria,without meaning to.
Embarassed she nodded,and realizing what had

happened, he smiled at her 13

" Gloria passas the note that reads that she likes him in
the class. She has bgen doing this to every tsacher but

this poor teacher believes that she loves him.

In a way most of Updike's hsroes are childlike. Rabbit
the hero of the Rabbit trlloéy or the minigster in the novel.

A Month of Sundays,the poor old mates of the poorhouse in

The Poorhouse Fair all of them are innccent and childlike

in naturs.

The most lovable among Updiks's childlike hsroes is
Henr§ Palamountain or Hub in "The Christian Roommatss"

(The Music School) . His portrayal is very appsaling. He

is very straight forward and simple~minded. He does not

hesitate to express his thoughts at any time.
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. If he thinks some girl is beautiful,he tells her so. Hg
is not ashamed to do anything that he likes.The difference
can be clearly seen when compared with his roommate Orson

who is very sophisticated.

"The Hermit" (The Music School) is Stanley.Fed up with

the world he'is living like a hermit in woods.It opens new
horizons for him.lLike a child he is in direct contact with

nature which gives him more insights and unknown delights:

A single tuig lay half in,half out of an oval

of moisture the shape of the stone had collgcted
A breeze of transpsrsncy touchsd treetops and in
a flickering of gresn tha high leaves themselvss
against the uhetstong,of light.A silence embraced
all phgnomenajthe sound bensath the silance
approached.Stanlsy leansd his back against the
wood, wandered vaguely uwhich was which and relaxed

into a joy indistinguishable from Fear.14

This kind of experience can only be had in that blissful
and visionary state called childhood.Stanley's hermithood

leads him back to innocence whers there ars no laus oftthe

groun-ups.His onensss uwith nature makes him bold to wander

naked in the woods uwhich astonishes the passers by.His

gcstatic oneness with nature shouws his childlike nature.

These childlike heroes of Updike enjoy a blissful state
through their curiosity and understanding and this happiness

vary akin to children.
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Cﬁfié chanactens in contrast with adult characters

are ﬁelpfui/in’shouing the difference betusen the two.John
Updike has tried to show this in certain in which he stresses
“ﬁha joy felt and bliss enjoyed by the child while the adults
suffer from the agonies of ths situationé,The doubts and .

distresses of the adult world cannot even touch the blissful

state of childven .And that is uhy all long 6 be children '

oT childllke in nature.

"The Kld‘s Uhistllng" (The Same ‘Door) tells about a Lot

ot ———— -
w7,
kid's UhlStLing. Thls kid is. brought in by Roy to assist him | @®

in his work. Roy 131%ry1ng 'to get. more money and so ha is
working, Uery hard oHe is keeplng latg haurs. Hig wifg visits

him at hlS worklng ;lace and finds him worki'ng and the kid
uhiéﬁling. The storx shous the diFFeranca~bat@pen two grown

ups and a kfd. “heﬁ-have their &un.prnblems a%d worries but :
their aftitude is different. The highschool 'kid’ does -not :
shou that he has pﬁobiems, He is enjoying hié late hours

is evident from hld uhlstllng.ﬂoy is worried becauss he

knows that he is hurtlng hisg unfe s feslings’ by keeplng her
alone uwhen she is eager tn:hawg His company. The wife is hurt
because she has to adjust. to ﬂanéliness. The'boy enjoys-his
uhistling and is indifferent to the groun-ums.Roy is irritated
by this but the boy stops whistling uhen the wifs visits

the place. The silent and gradually growing tension betueen



the couple run parallel in the shbry to the kid's whistling.
The parallels. show the difference betuwsen children and

-~

groun=-ups.,

The troubled éamil% and a tiny tot appear in the story:
"I ncest" (The Same Door). Updike shouws the glimpses of the

S

world of sﬁail kids.. These glimbses are very delightrful

compared to the world of adults?

iihile they had been talking,the child had beasn
keaping hevself quiet with the s;gar bowl. It was
@ new trick of hers,to push a chéi; and rlimb on
itsin %his way a neu uDrld,a:Frayhlst*atum oF;
of éhings*uas made available to Her curiosity.
The sugar bowl,plump Suedish psﬁtér lived casuaily
on the waisﬁ'high cabinet ne'ar the wall little
Jane had taksn and inverted ir;snd with an arrie;
" repetitions,pstient dabbling motion had ~educed
the one shining Alp to a sYséem of low ranges.She
paid no attention to her mo@her”é shouts,but yhen
her parents drew closer and gigﬁed together,she
quickly turned her fare tnuards them =2s ié for
admiéation,har chin and lips frostad.Her upper lip
when she smiled ,cu£Ved iiks the handlebar of a
bicyecle.The sight é% hét-incredibly many ,perfaect
blue,inturned testh struck joy into Les's haart, >

The story tells of the happy~fglationéﬁip betueen the

tw. The little girl in many attractive child's ways makes



60

her father forget his problems and be happy.Ths father

is rapt in enjoyment yith his daughter.

The bored couple Jack and Clare ars quite tenss iq

P

"Jalter Briggs"(Pigeon Feathers).'hey are trying to find

-

H

new vays of entertaiment.Their dsughter Jo dnes not knou
about i£.The story begins with a happy chatter hetuean'the
father and the baby.The nursery rhyﬂes;the‘things f;o%léhe
naturé are the fhingé the kid loves and the parents ave
uorried.ﬁecguse Qerg soon there would beg no more games and
tbéif marital bliss, would, be oger.The story points nut éhat
it is Portunate to be a child and to gétlangrossed in small

things and to attain so much delight.

In "Should Wizard Hit Nommy?"(Piggan Faathers) the .small
girl is enjoying the story told:by her father.Shs has many
querries,uvhetljer the magic spells are real,vhether God is
really in the sky énd go on. She listens with rapt at?entioh,
and corrects her father now and then.lt is interesting to
note "how childran get rapt in the storiss.She rsally bacnmes
very sad when the ocrasion demands it.When Jack t-ies to put
something realistic,she doss not like it.lnﬂcchild?en’s\uo*ld

the unreal and fantasy becomes real and true which they like

very much and do not want disturbed.
Little Jo%s guestion "Should uizard hit mommy?" leads
to "Should Jack hit Clare?" as she is moving things she should

not.It is Updike's way of telling the difference betueen
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the two worlds, In fact the implications of such stories
are very helpful in the analysis of the family life in
America.Updike does not linger in details but leaves it

to the readsr.,

VI

From the observatitns in the sarlier sections a clear
picture of thé child character in Updike’s fiction emergss.
As pointed out earlier ,it must be kept in mind that the
child character in any ﬂictional work is anartistic strategy
deliberately deVQlopedJIIt gives a new artistic vision called
the'innoecent vision'. John Updike‘is~verv much fond of it.
I'n the beginning he wurote exclusively for children.

A Child's Calender,a collection of poems for chiildren in

which he wrote rhymes fdr esvery month or his very first short
: I
story"Friends from Philadelphia" depict the world of child.

He is regarded as th 'poet laureate’ of domestic life in
America but the child character in his fiction helps to
develop that image pecfectly. He has shown the innocents
and their understanding'uhich helps them attain that blissful
state. From the;examples cited it becomes clsar that the
child in Updike is endoled with an instictive awareness of

|

the surroundihg.Their uérld is full of joy as they look at it

from different anglés apd outlook.

This is uhat Updike has tried to convey through his

childlike character also. Thq more one is close to child

1



in nature, the more joy and the moredelight to him.The
innocence opens new horizons,gives new meanings and entirsly

new parspective to live happily with.

This picture is.from suburban America.Updiks has limited
his themes to the portrayal of the suburban man so hi; fietion
gives us axclusively the domestic picture of the suburban
society.The child charvacter in his fiction is sunpli;entary
to this main picture which means it éllls up the caps and
gives us a thorough 1mage. Many critics reoaxd Upulke as
nne of the best portrayars of children's uorld but his main
objective has alyays bean to explore the reality of the

domestic life of the province called Pennsylvania and he has

bean successful in doing that.

Martha Heimbgrg found the childrgn in Updike's fictinon
vulngrable and indsed they arse so, T'hey are @he products
of a society‘UQBre'parents are always daggers drauwn at egach
other, vhere marriages are gluays on the mocks and uwhe-e
the parents are sluays engaéed in extra~ma~ital affairs,
A good picture of this nan be sean in Too Far_To_fo, a
collestion of Maples stories. The children in this collertdon
move like puppets. They are unQilling witnesses to the sad
marital drama that tskes place.ln the étmpy "Sgparating®
the Maples are sad,almost tearful bécause the ﬁarriage has
come to an snd but the children appear cold.They are

indiffersnt to the outburst of emotions for they have accepted
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reality without any particular feeling. They seem Lo be
wiser than their parents, The life in thésa stories is a
'fragmented life'@sMMartha Heirwberg calls it. All the
modetn American writsss have t-isd to mirrov this life in
their works.John Updike has tried to depict this fragmented
life with all its glements narely the couples,their parsnts
and their children and a clesar reflection of this sexual
and smotional reality is found in his fiction.His sense

of minutest details and outwardly trivial things is aluays
discussed by the critics,

But surprisingly Nnatole B-oyord finds the childran

17

in Problems_and Other Stories boring and dull.' 'He finds

them so because hg doss not consider the basic the~e of
the stories. He gets that prejudiced view only becauss
he takes into consideration only Problems and Other Storiss.

He would have found children in Museums and Womgn boring too.

It must be kept in mind that John Updike is initially the
writer trying to portray the domestic lifa of suburban America.
The suburban middle~class society,the broken and would be
broken marriages,the sad marital drama that svolves,have

bagn the major thames and the child character is there

‘ ! - -
to suppliment this basic material in his stories.
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