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3.1 INTRODUCTION *

India is a land of religion. The major five religions 
of the world. Hindu. Buddhism, Islam, Jain and Christian are 
found here. Each religion has its own fairs and festivals and 
traditionally celebrated according to their own way. These 

fairs and festivals play an important role in the religious, 
social and cultural life of the nation, generally, the festivals 
are accoropained by fairs in India. It is Interesting that there 
is hardly a day in a year which is not a festival day of one 

religion or the other. Celebrations also extend to weeks and 

even moths. Besides, these fairs and festivals of national 

importance, different states and regions have their own fairs 

and festivals. In Maharashtra, village level fairs are found 

more in the off seasons. The villagers are free from all there 
agricultural work. Especially these fairs are related to God 
or Goddess of the village. These fairs vary tram a little 
gathering hardly known outside the village to a huge gathering 
of some lakhs including representatives of the distant parts of 
country.

The people of the village and surrounding villages pray
to the god for the bettexment and long life. They believe that 
the god protects them. Therefore, the fairs and festivals have
got importance especially in the rural India.

Fairs and festivals are held in certain places of various

regions which have interest, mostly for regional people. Certain



other festivals and fairs# though may be regional, have an ell 
India importance and are attended by people coming from all 
over the India.

fairs Involve participation of the people of entire 
cultural sons# whereas the festivals are more personal or at 
best comprise a community, the religious element is predominant 
both in fairs and festivals, the cycle of changing seasons and 
the consequent shift in the economic activities of the people# 
their scale of cultural values# their myths and legends provide 
the framework of both these groups of social phenomena (Census 
of India# 1981) •

the fairs usually serve many purposes, They are primarily 
religious gathering of persons belonging not to one particular 
religion. The religion and religious worship then ruled the minds
of the people to a greater extent. The local and regional impor
tance attracts a large number of people to express reverence bn
the deity#

The fairs have also economic importance# Most of the
fairs are attended by the agents of many traders. Some of them
are from leading firms in distant towns. They bring to the 
market various indigenous articles produced by the villagers.
The articles are mostly cloth# household utensils# pots# toys# 
minor articles# cheap Jewellery articles for religious worship# 
livestock and articles of religious significance i.e. a rosary 
of beads# holybooks# images of gods# idols etc.
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Xn this way tha fairs hava cultural* religious* social 
and economic values. But in recent tines* fairs are losing 
their importance tee to the commercial attitude* setting up of 
jjsurkets rat important places* and by growth of trade and commerce.
Xn this context the fairs held In Pandharpur have cultural* reli
gious* social and economic importance. But the religious and 
cultural aspects of the fairs still remain intact.

3.2 IMPOtTAHT FAIRS i 

3.2.1 introduction s

important fairs are held in Pandharpur at the time of 
Ashadhi Ekadashi, Kartika Ekadashi, Maghi Ekadashi, Chaitra 
Ekadashi, the Adhik month and Makar Sankranti (Table 3.1).

Every eleventh day in the dark as well as bright half 
of a month is known as Ekadashi and devout Hindus are on fast on 
this day (in propitiation of ted). Ekadashia of the bright halves 
of Ashadha and Kartika months are considered the more important 
and attended by many people, ted Vishnu who is specially venerated 
on Kkedaahi day is supposed to start his four months long sleep on 
the- Ashadhi Ekadashi and is known as Shayani (Sleeping) Ekadashi. 
The 0cadashi in the bright half of the Kartika when he is supposed 
to wake up at the conclusion of Chaturmasa (four months) being 
known as Probodhini Ekadashi. The period between these two Bteada- 
shia is enjoyed by many people as Chatumasa (four month period) 
in which many devout people arrange recitations. Xn these four
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Months, certain food articles such as onions* garlic, brinjals 
ate# are avoided. Lord Vitthal the God of Pandharpur is the
incarnation of Vishnu, so Kkadaahl has special importance to 
the devotees of god Vitthal.

TABLE 3.1 t Important fairs in Pandharpur.

Sr,-
MO. Marne of the fair Deration offair MontV Aktaodance

q.v fey people
1 (in lakhs)

1 Ashadhl fair 10 days June-July(Ashadhj f

2 Kartiki fair S days Oct-.»0V.(Kartika) 2.75

3 Maghi fair 3 days Jan.-Peb.(Magh) 2

4 Chitri fair 3 days Mar.-Apr.(Chaitra) 2

5 Monthly fair (eight Monthly fairs in year)
3 days

Wes'**-**
Every 11th 
day of feri-ht half of 
each nonth

4

§ Adhiki fair 30 days After every
3 years(Adhik »«••)

9

*7 Makar sankranti 3 days 14th January 1.5
Qo Monthly fairs 

(12 Monthly fairs
in a year)

3 dayseach Every 11thday of darkhalf of eachMonth

3.6

SOURCE i pandharpur Devaathen Committea



3.2.2 Ashadhi and Kartikl fairs j

The important fairs in Pandharpur are Ashadhi and 
Kartikl. Xt la said that Ashadhi fair was started first and 
then followed by the fair in Kartika. The remaining fairs were 
started subsequently. Xt is also said that the Ashadhi fair was 
started before the birth of Saint Dnyaneshwar, the follower of 
Vaxkari Panth. Hie pilgrimage in Aahadha is the piligrlmage 
of Varkari panth. Xt is a very pecular aspect of vaxkari panth 
where all the members of the panth*the living as well as the 
dead gather# at the feet of Lord Vitthal. The aainta used to 
go on pilgrimage with the group of their disciples. Xt Is 
believed that after his death a saint foes not cease to take 
part in the pilgrimage. Therefore* his disciples carry his 
palkltl with them to pandharpur which is called as Palkhi proce
ssion. so during this fair palkhis of different saints are 
carried to Pandharpur from their respective places. About 108 
palkhis are taking part In procession with these palkis lakhs 
of people travel to Pandharpur. The palkhi contains the padukas 
(foot prints) of a holy man (Photograph Mo.3.1). They carry the 
devotee to his beloved God. These padukas are the symbols of the 
presence of the great saints of the past among the community of 
the varkaria* whom they still guide through their writings.
Nearly 9 lakhs of pilgrims visit the Pandharpur every year 
(Table 3.1).

The Kartika fair is held in the month of Kartika on
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(October-Hovember) the eleventh day of the bright half of 
Kartlka. At this time there la no palkhi precession. People 
US ft "fe© go for darahan of Lord vitthal. The routine of piigriaia
at Kartiki Ekadashi ia as Ashadhi Ekadashi. At that time more 
than 2 lakh pilgrims visit the place.

for the Aahadhi and Kartiki fairs the pilgrims reach 
the holy town on the 9th day and stay there upto the fullmoon 
day* The important days are Daahmi (10th day) in the bright 
half of Ashadha and Kartika), Ekadashi (11th day) and Dwadashl 
(12th day). On the ekadashi day they observe fast, they take 
bath in the holy water of the river Chandrabhage, make obsequies 
to the deity Vitthal and Rukhmini. They also make holy round 

and take darahan of saints and temples in the city. In the night 
they attend Kirtans# Bhajans etc. The next day they offer meals 
to the deity before taking their meals and then leave the holy 
place, some of them, stay at Pandharpur upto fullmoon day and 
attend the *Kala festival* at Copalpur. The next day# if possible# 
they also attend the *Kala festival* in the temple of ‘Lord Vitthal* 
which is called as *Mamdeo Kala*. During these fairs the main 
attraction is of the sarkarl (government) Mahapuja. A government 
official# usually a Collector or a Deputy Collector performs the 
worship on behalf of the government.

3.2.3 Maqhl and Chaltrl fairs t

The fairs held in the month of Magha (11th day in the 
bright half of Magha) and Chaltra (11th day in the bright half



of Chaitra) are attended by about two lakh pilgrims, the duration 
of these fairs Is of three days (Table 3.1). The Important days 
are Dashmi, gkadashi and Dwadashi. They arrive Pandharpur on 
Dashuil, on gkadashi they take ablution In the holy water of the 
river Chandrabhaga, make obsequies to the deity Lord Vitthal and 
Rukhmini. They also make holy round and take darshan of saints 
and tuples In the city. In the night they attains kirtans, bha- 
Jans etc. On Dwadashi they offer meals to the deity before taking 
meals and then leave the holy place.

At every Bkadashl (11th day of the bright as well dark
halves of each month) nearly 50,000 pilgrims visit the Pandharpur.

3.2.4 Makar Sankratl fair t

The most important festival celebrated in Pandharpur Is 
Makar Sankrantl. Zt takes place on the day which Is the beginning 
of Utharayana. On the occasion of Makar Sankrantl bathing in holy 
rivers is obligatary. lathing in holy Chandrabhaga is considered
highly sacred, nearly 1,5 lakh pilgrims visit Pandharpur at this 
day. Pilgrims mostly consist of women (Table 3.1).

3.2.5 Adhlkl fair •

After every three years the Adhlk mass comes in Marathi
calender. On this occasion a big fair is held in pandharpur 
throughout the month, everyday 30,000 pilgrims visit Pandharpur. 
Totally 9 lakh pilgrims visit the town in the month of Adhlk Mass.



3.3 mucin tiOClSSIOM »

3.3.1 introduction t

Ashadhi, the principal fair* during which palkhis of 
diffarant saints ara carried to pandharpur from their reapac- 
tiva places. Most of the varkaris accompany the palkhi proce
ssion. Table 3.2 shows some of the important palkhis arrived 
to Pandharpur.

Most of the palkhis have bean coming since the last 
fifty years. The spat important as wall as the oldest of these 
palkhis Is the palkhi of Snyaneshwar which roses from Aland! 
near Poona.

All these palkhis rone to a village named as Wakhari 
which is about § kilometers away from Pandharpur* before the 
evening of the tth day of the bright half of Aahadtia (*ava»i). 
In the evening the foot prints of the saints are worshipped at 
Wakhari by performing Mahapuja. On Dsshral the Palkhi of Saint 
Hamden starts from Pandharpur and joins the other palkhis at 
Wakhari. then the Palkhi procession starts from wakhari to 
Pandharpur at about 10.00 am. on dashmi day and reach a place 
called *Vlaawa*. A huge procession then starts from the Vlsaws 
to Pandharpur at about 4 p.m. The procession is scrompained by 
lakhs of man and women singing bhajans with drums (Mridang)* 
veana (a stringed instrument) and cymbals. All the palkhis in 
procession make a holy round of the temple. On Ekadaahi day



TABLE 3.2 i important palkhi processions to Pandharpur.

Sr.
m.

M»c of the Palkhi Starting point(place of origin) District

i S^int Bnyaneahwar Alandi Poona
2 » Tukararo Dehu Poona
*& *1 Sopankaka Saswad Poona
4 It Laksminarayana saawad Poona
S ft Nivrithinath Trimbakeshwar Nasik
6 t# Muktabai Edlabad Talgaon
7 it Muktabai Ram Talgaon
8 ft Muktabai Mehun Talgaon
9 t« Eknath Pal than Aurangabad
10 tt Janardhan Swami Daulatabad Aurangabad
11 *t Nllobarai Pimpalner Ahnednagar
12 It Linbarajl Maharaj Daithan Ahmednagar
4 *«K> w ft Raxndas Swami Sajjangad Satara
14 m Sekuji Bcva Sirswadi Satara
IS. it Tukaram Maharaj Terput# Satara
16 vt Jayaram Swami Vadygon Satara
17 ft Ghadge 8ova Kale Satara
4 £2io ** ©orakhoath sirale Satara
19 It Macchindranath Macchindranath Satara
20 H Rukhmini Kondanpur Aeravati
21 It Sankara Maharaj Mahuli Amravati
22 It Sea Narayana Aroravati Amravati
23 t» Narsimha Sarasvati Mehakar luldhana
24 m Svarupananda Dhamengaon Buldhana
4C4K <9 i« Gajanan Maharaj Shegaon Buldhana
26 Shri Bhuteswar Nagpur Nagpur
27 Saint Janoba Tuljapur Osmanabad
28 tl purnananda Maharaj Bhognul Belgaon
29 tt * Balbhlea Maharaj suiiA Solapur
30 « Banna ji Maharaj Mangalvedha Solapur
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and after the completion of government puja (Sarkarl puja) 
which is performed between 4 a.m. and 6 a.m. the pilgrims 
•re allowed to take the darshen of the deltlee. At 12 noon 
a procession of the chariot of God Vltthal and Goddess 
Rukhmini and Rahl starts.

3.3.2 Dnyaneshwar Palkhl procession i

The palkhl of Dnyaneshwar starts from the village Aland! 
near poona (Photograph No.3.2). It travels by a way which never 
alters. She distance is about 230 kilometer. Alandi Is the 
place where Dnyaneshwar took his Saasdhl. it Is also- a place 
where from Dnyaneshwar used to go to pandharpur for pilgrimage. 
After his samadhl his disciples have been carrying his padukas In 
palkhl to pandharpur.

3.3.3 Organisation of procession s

Dnyaneshwar palkhl Is not an Indiscriminate mass of 
pilgrims gathered around a palkhl. It has a definite organi
sation. She procession Is divided Into several groups called
as Dindis. There are 27 dindis before the palkhl and 85 dindis 
after the palkhl.

On the road* the procession proceeds in a specific order.
first comes a nan with Red Morse holding a long pennon In hand 
(Photograph Ho.3»3). Nest to it there is a White Horse (Photograph 
Ho.3.4}. Both these horses are aacred and people come to have a 
darsan of them. Behind the horses one some of the dindis with 
their Ocher, coloured banners floating in the air and cart carrying 
the palkhl and the rest of dindis (Photograph Ho.3.5).



White Horse



3*3*4 Organization of Dindi t

There is an organisation within each dindi. Each dindi 
consists of 100 to 1000 members. A dindi is « group of diseiplss 
gathered round their 'Guru*. Each dindi has its fixed place in 
the procession. Hie leader of the dindi is the vine bearer. Hear 
the vina bearer there is a drummer playing mrudanga. All other 
dindi members accompany there by beating the Mall brass cymbals 
called as *TaI* and singing the bhajans. Behind the men there 
cones the womenfolk of the dindi. some of the women carry on 
their head a small brass flower pot with a Tulsi plant (sacred 
Basil) (photograph no.3.6). Every pilgrim wears a rosary of 
Tulsi beads sound his neck and many carry with them the ocher- 
coloured tenners, sometimes the banner is folded* sometimes 
flying in the air. Each dindi makes its separate arrangement for 
the transport of the luggage of its members# either by lorries or 
by tel lock carts.

3.3.5 Route of Palkhi s

From Aland! to Pandharpur there is a fixed time table. 
From Aland! the procession starts on jyesth sudha Sapataml. One 
day the procession stays in Aland! itself. Xt starts towards 
Pandharpur on Ashtaml. Hie procession must reach Wakhari on 
Astedfoa Sudha Havaml* and Pandharpur on teshmi (10th day).
Twenty three days are required to reach the procession to Pandha
rpur. On their way the procession makes hault at Poona* Saswad*
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Photograph No.3.r>

women in Dindi carring sacred tulsi 
(Basil) plant

The Dindi

Photograph No*3*6



Jejuri, Valh«, Lonand# Taradgaon# Phalthan, Barad# Matepute# 
Malshiraa# Velapure, Ihandi-shegaon and at tfakhari. Finally# 
it raachaa Pandharpur (Table 3*3).

The procaasion crosses many towns# where new pilgrims
join it. At first it reaches Poona. Hie procession stops 
there for two days. From Poona the procession moves towards 
south and climbs the *Dive Ghat* before reaching the old histo
ric city of Saswad. where Sopandeo. the brother of Onyaneshwar 
took his Saaadhl. There the procession stays for two days. 
Majority of the pilgrims join the procession at Saswad. Proa 
Saswad the road goes town a valley and on toe 6th day the 
procession reaches Jajuri which is famous for God Khandoba.
Hie palkhi stays there tor a day and then at Valhe the process
ion stops for one day. After crossing the Mira river the 
procession stops at Lonand and stays there tor two days. At 
Lonand many people arrive fram Poona by bus or train to Join 
the procession. At Poona. Saswad and lonand the procession 
stays tor two days# because it enables the people to join the 
procession. From Lonand to Pandharpur# toe road to Hows a 
fixed direction east-south-east. It crosses many villages and 
small towns. It stays one day at Taradgaon# phaltan# Bared# 
Nutepute, Malshiraa# Velapur, Bhandi-shegaon, Wakhari and 
finally It reaches Pandharpur (Map 3.1).
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3*3*6 Dally routine of the procession i

The palkhi starts usually at 6.30 in the morning 
(Photograph 10.3*7). After one or two hours on the road the
procession stops for the first hault. Usually the haulting 
place is chosen near the river on the way. The villagers from
the neighbourhood cone to have darshan of the padukas and of 
the holy horses. The pilgrims are engaged in the preparation
of their lunch.

when the lunch is over the signal for departure is 
given and the procession reforms in the same order as before.
The singing goes on as in the morning. There Is a short break 
at about four o-clock in the afternoon. Am procession reaches 
for the night haul ting place in the evening and sometimes at 
night. At the haulting place the whole crowd sing together and 
all the cymbals and drum beat, a rythem go at quicker and quicker 
pace. The macebearer then asks for silence and a short aratl 
is performed in front of the padukas (Photograph Bo.3.8). Then 
the pilgrims go to their designated places of hault.

Every night, each dindi arranges bhajans and kirtans in
front of the palkhis which are attended by some pilgrims and the 
crowd of the village (photograph No.3.9).

In any circumstances, the procession must reach tfakhari 
at Navami day so as to enter Pandharpur on the eve of the Ashadhi 
Ekadashl day. Though, the pilgrimage takes place at the beginning 
of the rainy season Inspite of heavy rains the palkhi usually does
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not stop and reaches the destination Wakhari. where all the 
palkhis meat on Havani day.

Palkhi# start for Pandharpur fro* Wakhari on Dsshmi 
day. Newly emerged palkhis lead the procession, while the 
■ore ancient palkhi of nsyaneshwar is at the end. Lakhs of 
people accompany the procession from Wakhari to Pandharptir.
At Pandharpur each palkhi has its fixed place to stay, they 
reach their respective places after Nagar-Pradakshna. and the 
pilgrimage is over.

the pilgrims then individually perform the various 
rites and try to get darshan of Lord Vitthal• they usually 
atay in Pandharpur until the * Pauroima Day*. On that day Kala 
festival Is performed in the Gopal-Krishna temple at ©opalpur 
and also on the next day in the temple of Vitthal named as 
Mamdeo K_la. only a few varkaris who are specially associated 
with the palkhi carry the palkhi back to Alandi.

3.4 FESTIVALS t 

3.4.1 Introduction s

the Hindus are profoundly religious people. Therefore# 
all Hindu festivals have a deep spiritual importance. All great 
Hindu festivals have religious, social and hygenic value. Festi
vals mitigate the regour and raonotany of life. People tired of 
hard work and routine need, seme relaxation. Thus* they promote 
a common cause and develop social solidarity, fellow feeling and



Evening Arati
-- -

Photograph No.3.8



pho tog raph No.3•9

Bhajans and Kirtans at hailti ng places
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mutual do-operation. They also install self-discipline and 
emphasise the spiritual value of man's existence besides 
providing them means of enjoyment and recreation.

All Hindu festivals are generally associated with 
legends of Gods and saints and are Intended to inspire faith 
in virtuous life. Thus, these festivals have a religious 
value. The origin of festivals is no doubt lost in antiquity, 
but the religious importance has been given to each festival 
by having suitable anecdotes handed down ffom generation to 
generation.

In these festivals regional variations can be found.
They are associated with seasonal phases of moon, the movement 
of planets and heavenly constellations, agricultural operations, 
birth of divinities and prohetsi coming of new year, with refe
rence to historical events, birth days of heroes and coronation 
of famous rulers. Generally, the festivals are common to all 
parts of India. The mode of celebration may, however, vary from 
state to state and from village to village. There are also 
festivals which are purely regional like Onam and Pongal or 
Sectarian, while others are observed by all castes and religious.

The festivals can be grouped in National Festivals and 
Local Festivals. The national festivals are celebrated all over 
the country, while the local festivals are mostly temple festivals. 
In India temples have played significant role for the interaction 
of cultural forces between classes and masses, the refined and
the rustic
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The festivals like Holi# Dasahra# Divali# Raksha- 
Bandhan are national festivals# and are celebrated with a 
great deal of enthuslansm. Also the emergence of some new 
festivals like the Republic Day# Independence Day# Gandhi- 
Jayanti etc. are the national festivals which are observed 
irrespective of cast# colour and creed. Government offices 
are closed on such important festivals which make the concept 
of national awareness and a shared nationhood.

In above contest the festivals held in Pandharpur have 
a cultural# religious# social and economic importance. The 
common Hindu festivals are seen in the various temple at Pandha
rpur have also social religious and cultural significance.

The common Hindu festivals are celebrated in the various 
temples in Pandharpur (Table 3.4} have also a social# religious 
and cultural significance. Dasahra (Ashvina Sud.10), Mavaratra 
(1st nine days of Ashvina) and Makar Sankrant (January 14th) are 
considered more important, other festivals observed in the tem
ples include installation of Gouri and Ganapati. The birth day 
of Gopal Krishana, the incarnation of God Vishnu is also celebrated 
enthunastically. There is a chariot procession on the new moon day 
of Margashirsha. The God Vishnu at Vishnupad is worshipped and 
its dress is kept in the chariot and brought to the temple in 
procession.

Besides the above festivals the period between shayani 
Ekadashi and Prabodhini Ekadashi is celebrated as Chaturmas.
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The heads of the Monasteries at Pandharpur narrate stories of 
Varkari saints during the period. Shajans and Kirtans are also 
arranged in the temple.

On full moon day of Ashadha and Kartlka Gopal Kala 
(breaking of curd pot) festival is celebrated in the Gopal 
Krishna temple at Gopalpur and following days Hamdeo Kala 
festival is celebrated in the temple of Lord Vitthal.

The Mahashivratra and Shivratra festivals (tenth to 
fifteenth of the dark half of Magha) are celebrated in the 
various temples dedicated to Mahadeo i.e. Babhlyas Mahadeo. 
Batteshwar Mahadeo* Garicha Mahadeo. Amriteshwar Mahadeo. 
Mallikarjun temple* Trimbakeshwar temple. Pundlika temple etc.

Navaratra festival is observed in the various temples 
dedicated to Goddesses, i.e. shakamari temple, Ambabai temple. 
Padmavati temple* Lakhubai temple and Rukhmini temple.



69

REFERENCES

1. Delary, G.A. (1960) s The cult of Vithoba. Deccan college

post graduate and research institute* Poona.

2. Dubey, D. P. (1987) t Kumbha Mela - Origin and History of

India's Greatest Pilgrimage Fair. The National 

Geographical Journal of India* Vol.33, pt.4, Dece

mber 1987* pp.469-492.

3. Census of India (1961) t Fairs and Festivals in Maharashtra,

Maharashtra, Vol.x, Part VII B, New Delhi.

4. Census of India (1961) s Fairs and Festivals in Madras,

Madras, Vol.DC, Part VII, B.

5. Census of India (1961) t Fairs and Festivals in Kerala,

Kerala. Vol.IX, Part VII, B.

6. Chopra. P.N. (1984) t Encyclopaedic Survey, pp.229-244.

7. Maharashtra State Gasetter, Sholapur District (1977), pp.879-65.
1:

8. Menjoge.Sitararo (1977) s Ek Wari Nana Pari (Marathi). Dimple

publication, 3, Kadambari Sahavas, Noupada, Vasi Road 

Station, Thane.

9. sopher, David, E. (1968) s Pilgrimage circulation in Gujarat,

Geographical Review, Vol.58, p,217.

minimini
iu

i


