
I

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

It gives me immense pleasure to express my deep sense of 
gratitude to Dr. K. C. Ramotra who developed and nurtured an 
interest in me for research. I doubt whether this piece of work 
would have been completed without his encouragement and 
excellent guidance. It’s a great privilege that I had the 
opportunity of doing this research work under his prudent 
guidance. I appreciate his very careful editing and learnt a lot 
from his method of working and dedication for the discipline, 
which will be a constant source of inspiration for me. The words 
are indeed inadequate to express my intrinsic gratitude towards 
him.

I am very particularly thankful to Dr. C. T. Pawar, 
Professor and Head of the Department of Geography, for their 
constant encouragement and facilities provided in the 
department during this research work.

I am equally grateful to Dr. D. H. Pawar, Mr. S. K. Vadiyar, 
Dr. (Miss) D. S. Shinde, Mr. S. S. Panhalkar, Mr. J. B. Sapkale, and 
Dr. (Smt.) M. B. Potdar for discussion pertaining to my research 
work.

My sincere thanks are also due to Mrs. S. G. Patil, 
Mr. V. A. Gavade and all non-teaching staff of the department 
for their help.

I am very much grateful to UGC for the award of Rajiv Gandhi 
National Fellowship for the M. Phil, research work. I am grateful to 
authorities of University library, District Statistical Department of 
Kolhapur, Panhala Municipal Council, Forest Department of 
Panhala, and Gram Panchayat of Wadi Ratnagiri for their 
co-operation.



11

I acknowledge the help extended by my friends
Vijay Pawar, Tushar Ghat age, Dadasaheb Mane, Ganesh Kore, 
Avadhut Doiphode, my younger brother Sharad and his friend 
Sachin Sawant during data collection and completing this 
research work.

I will fail in my duties if I do not recall my warm feelings 
towards my parents, my elder sister Shubhangi for their 
support. My gratitude towards them having no bounds. My 
loving gratitude is towards my niece Komal and nephew 
Abhishek for their patience.

Last but not least I am thankful to all my Mends and 
well wishers.

Sachin Hudale


