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Chhatrapati Rajaran Maharaj ruled Xolhapur State from
1922 to 1940, He inherited from his father the great Shahm
Maharaj a rich heritage which consisted of nrogressive voliey,
a vast network of educational institutions »n3 a remarkable
malti-dimensional educational qrowth, Chh, "ajaram Maharai
realised the dbasic principles of his father's nolicies, e
therefore, continued and faithfully ollowed Chh , Shahuy
Maharaja's nolicies in social ss well as clucational filelds,
He associated himself with the non-Brahmin movement =and the
movement for education of the masses, His denevolent activi.
ties were mot confined only to his state but also soread
outside the state, nfortunately as there i3 vaucity of lite-
rature on Chh ,RPajaram Maharaj neovle at larnge know little
about his contribution t» the growth of nnss education in

Maharashtra,

Those were the days when succes:s or failure of a
native orince largely denended upon ability 2nd wisdom nf his
diwan and other advisers, The examnle of this kind is that of

the wodeyar kincs of Mysore who ecould cet in succeseinn able
and fersighted Nivwens like Sir Vishweshunraivva and? others,

Tajararshi Chh, Shahu Maharad was an indenendent ruler who was
head and shoullers above his Alwans =n? ndvisers, Moreover,

he was a creat visionary, Chhatranati "ajaran Mahara{ thouoh



chief of the 0ld block was a Aifferent tyne of man, Informed
sources state that Rajaram Chhatranati is not a creat
visionary like his father was a highly cultured, tender
hearted kinc, He was a cuite unassuming, !any of his onod
plans were thyarted by the selfish worthlaess and obstinate
persons that surrounded him, He was lucky anough in getting
the survices of Shri Reossheb, D,?,Surve as his Diwan, Shri
Surve was an able administrator and a wise adviser, Chh,
Rajaram Mahara§ got the sarvices also of Dr . Balkrishna the
then princival of “sjaran College which must have oroved
useful 4in the field of education, Fortunately Dr Balkrishna's
terure of “rincivalship of Rajaram College well coincided

with Chh,Rajaram Maharaja's reign,

Chh ,Rajaram Maharsi wvas a highlvy cultured man, He
had great reverasnce for his late father, '‘c asked A.B.latthe
who was formerly Professor of Fnalish in Rajaram Collece anAd
also one of his fathor's lieutenants to write the memories
of Chh,Shahu Maharaj this has a parsllel in the 1ife of Chh,
Rajaram I who asked XKrishneaji, Anant Sabhasad to relate to
him the stories of his father's i.e.,Chh, hivaji's heroism and
great deeds, A.,B.Latthe comnlied with Chh,"ajaram Maharaja's
request and wrote in nclish two wolumes of Chh, Shahu Maharaja’s
memo,gs which are even today regarded by the scholars as a
good source for the study of Chh,Shahu Maharaj and his times,

Like his father Chh, Rajaram Maharaj also unilerstsod
the importance and value of primary education, He tried in his
own way to bring about the growth of nrimary education in his
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state, In 1922 wvhen Chh,*ajaram Maharaj succoeded to the gndi
there wore 614 primary schools ir ¥alhanur gtate and 33927
pupils wvere taking educatinn in those schools, "hereafter the
mumber of schools »nd slso of the nunils steadily increased
every year, Nuring the yvear 13540-4l there were 841 primary
schools in state and 56827 punils were receiving education in
those schools, Scout movement was introduced at the orimary
school level in 1922-23, From the year 19327-23 nhysical
education was made commulsory in the nrimnarvy schools in order

to ensure physical nrogress of students,

At that time of Chh ,Rajarmm Mah~raia's accession tm
the throne secondary education in his state was nmot much
develoved, There were only three hichschonls and 20 “naln-
varnacular schools in the state, In all 2113 nunils were
learnina in the secondary schools in the state, Turinc the
recime of (hh,"ajaran Maharai there was considerable growth of
secondary education in Xnlharur state, Trom 1922-2% €0 1940-41
the number of secondary schoonls and the nunils learninm in
thoge schools increased, In 194N-41 there were 13 highschools
and 30 Mncloevernacular schools with the total of 5029 of the
students' strength, In order to encourace the snread of secon-
dary education Rajar~m Maharaj increased the number of free-
shins and instituted a few scholarshins “r the backwsr?
castes' students, In 1924=25 scout movament was started at
the highschool level also, Pajaram Maheraj had gvecinl interest
in ohysical education and g0 he introduced it in ¢t he hich-
schools,



Pemarkable progress was recorded in the field of
highar education during the reign of Chh,  ataram Maharad,
Pue to his efforts Yolhapur dDecame an imortant conte- of
higher education in "‘estern Presidency. "t the begimmino
of his reign Rajaram College was, the only institution with
173 students, immarting hicher education, In 1972 Naj=pran
Collece t00 w2s unier the managemeont of the “rya Pratinidhg
Sabha, Chh,Rajaram Maharaj made many efforts “or the Aovee
lopment of this coollece, In 1926 he oot back "ajaram Collece
from the “ryva Pratinidhi <abha and restorod it unier the
state control, In June 1927 Science Faculty was onened in
Pajaram College 4ue to the inspiration ~nd encouracement of
His Highness Chh, ajaram Maharaj, Dr,B21lkrishna was Princinral
of Rajaram College from 1922 ¢t 1940, Chh, a{rr-m Maharaj
gave him all the necessary enocouracement, supnort and coe-
operation in his efforts for the develonmont of Pajaram
College, ®y tha end of Chh,"ajaram Maharai~'s career "aisram
College was ~ffiliated for all the princinnl eourses af study
unto the M,A, and M.Sc.degrees, “he s uients strenagth in
“ajaram Collece considerably incressed Aurina the neris?® from

1922 ¢to 1947,

Besides bringing adout the devwslomment of “ajaram
College Chh,”ajaram Maharai started 8 Law Collece and a
Secondary ‘raining College in “nlhanur, nHuards the end of
1932 a Law College which later on camne to he kmwn as Sykes
Law College was started, In June 1934 a Sooondary Training

College which was naned after 'er Highness the senior Maharani
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Tarsbaisahedb was started at Kolhapur, "1l the three colleces
in Kolhanur were affiliated to the University of Sombay, In
order to encourage students to get hichar education Chh,
Rajaran Msharaj instituted many new scholarships, prizes and
freeships which served as an incentive to the growth of
ollegiate education in Kolhanur State, Nurinc the reion of
Chh ,Rajaran Maharaj the nuwber of female and backward caste
students in all the three olleges increnscd, Yor exsmnle in
1937-38 there were 800 students in "ajrram Collece of which
37 were fanale students and 11 vere backwsr? castes' at\ﬂmts.x
Due to Chh, Rajer-m Maharajn'’s efforts anl his molicvy of
encouracanent the strenath of studente learning in all the
three oolleges in “Yolhmur increased traceniously, Tn 1940-41
there were in all 1131 students takinag colleaiate education
in YoOlhamur, Tn the smme year Yolhanmur “arbar Snent an asmount
of Rs, ), 24,941/~ on RNejarsm Colloce, an ~mount of “8,36,768/-
on Taw Collecs and an mmount of "s8,3%,715 on Maharani Tsrabai

"raining Mllece,

Many years before the actual incontion of Shivaid
University Chh,ajaran Maharaj cherished the dream of foundino
a University at Kolhapur named after Shivaii the great, In
Decamber 1936 he in his speech made a rcfcorence to Shivsii
University,

In order to improve the caualitv of education and also
to nrovide trained and efficient teachera t» the schools Chh,
Rajaram “aharaj naid attentisn to the training of teachers,

wen before the esteblistment of Maharani "arahail “econdary
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Training College 4in 1934 Chh, "ajaram Maharaj founded in 1926
a trainino college for vernacular teachers, This college also
made cood progress under the supervision of "ducational
Ingspector,

By founding O'Brien Technical Schonl at Yalhsnur in
1929 Chh, Rayaram Mahara{ made a rich contribution to the
development of Technical ™ucation in his state, T™his scheol
dmparted instructions in various technicrl courses, Residen
he made efforts to develon Jayasinarmo hatce Technical School
founded by Chh,Shahu Mahars§,

In 1928«29 Chh ,Rajaram Maharaj founde? an saricultural
school at “olhapur, It was named as Shahu *aricultural School,
™is school was founded with the intention of imparting weto-
date and scientific kmowledce sbout agriculture to the children

of the peasants,

In the field of professional education Chh,Shahu
Maharaj had founded a number of schools imartina nractically
useful knowledge to the nesple, Chh,"aiaram Maharaj well
understoo? the significance of those schools and institutes,
He, therefore, mourished all those schools, "he vrofessinnml
schools thus mourished by Rajaram Maharai{ were : Nelhi
Coronation Narbar Patil and Talethi School, "he Thivadi
Keshatriya Vedic Gchool, Satyvashodhak Samai School, “rahic anA
Nedu Schools and the Meval Club, Besides in 1927 Chh, “afaram
‘aharaj started a school enlled Crihini Shalas in orfer to
provide instruction to the middle aged women in domestic

science and economv,
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Chh . Rajaram Maharaj gave an encouracament ¢tn femnle
education at all levels in his state, "or the spread of
primary education anong cirls he instituted several scholar-
ships and prises for deserving promisinc girls students taking
education in nrimary schools, He also foundel a separate hich-
achool for girls vhere entire education was free, No fees vere
charged for the lady students takinc hicher etuecation, Tue to
the educational concesaions offared to the fanale students in
"ajaram College a 0ood mmber of lady stulents from different
parts of India were attractad to Rajarar ("ollege, s a result
of chh ,Rajaran lMaharaja's nolicy of encouracement tn female
education s good number of ladies received hicher education and
distinquished themselves in different soheres »f life,

Chh,Fajaram Maharaf paid special attention to the
growth of elucation amrong the brckward castaes =n? communities,
In this regard he followed the examnle of hig father, In order
to encourage the students beloncing to the Dackward castes and
conmunities to take education of every kind, Chh, "ajsram
Maharal instituted, durinc his reion, & nunher of scholarshins
and prizes for them, ''e nlso offerad them freeshins, He AiA4
all that he could to ensure educational nrooress mmonc the
depregse? class people and to safeguard their educational
interests,

In 1937 school board in Xolhanur state was thinkino
of restructuring primary education, 2t that time the fssue of
soresding afult litaracy was alss Aiscussod, Ywever, we 4o
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not get any information regarding nmgoress made in the fielAd
of spresd of adult education,

Chh Rajaran Maharaj was one of such few rulers in the
princely India who realised the imnortance of education and
tried hard to develop it in his state, ''o cave top priority
tn education, Therefore, expenditure on ciucation in ¥Yarveer
state was more than doubled during his reiom, During 192122
the total expenditure on education in ¥olhanhur state was
Rs ,301593/~= but the same expenditure Adurino the vear 194N-41
was "5,743293/-, 2

The educational movement started by Rajarshi Chh,
Shahu Maharaj in Xolhanur state progressed sneedily during
the reign of Chh,Rajaram Maharaj, During Chh.Rajaram Maharaia's
rogime thare was both cuantitative as well as -cuslitative
growth of education in “olhspur state, "g a result of the
edueationnl movament carried on by bhoth Chh,Shahu Maharaf and
Chh ,Rajaram Maharaj there was unprecodented awekeninoe smono
the mnsses here, Towards the end of Chh,"”ajaram Maharaja's
reign pecole of Xolhapur state organized thauselves into the
Praja Parishad and began to ask for danocratic richts an?
repponsible goverment, Xolhapur Praja "arighad was founded
on 25th Necemder 1939, Madhawvra=o Bagal ~nd Tatnaona ¥umbhar
were its lemders, Poth of them belonced to the masses, "hua
the orowth of education in Yolhanur state under Chh,”ajaram
Maharaj led to the politicnl awakeninc and the rise of
people’s agitation for nolitieal rights,
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