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Kolhapur has been an important educstional centre
in western India, since the begimning of the present century,
Credit for establishing this kind of remutatinn should go
two grest rulers of ¥olhanur State viz, Chh,%hahu Maharsi snd
Chh ,Rajaran Maharaj, Of tha two Chh,Shahu Msharai made out-~
standing contridution in the field of socio-~educational
reforms, There is a good deel of literature :nd vaat source
material available for those who desire t atudy Chh, Shahu
Maharaj and his career, But that is not the cause with Chh,
Najaran, ™here is only one rudimentsry larathi biogranhv of
Chh,"ajaram Maharaj written by Prof, Shrecéhar Herwade, Shri
Dadassheb Malharras Shirke a contammorary »¢ Chh "alaram
Maharaj wrote a Dook on the administratinn 2f “nlhaur State
antitled "XKolhapurcha “ajyakarbha”™ in 1934, 'mbody has an far
edited and published the spemsches of Chh, “ajaram Maharad, "
manoirs of this Chhatrapati have heen uritten very few »f his
close associates are mow surviving, Unter such circurstances
it becomes Aifficult to s tudy the history of Ylhanur state

urier Chh,Rajaram Maharai,

In the present Adissertation an attempt hag been made
to reviev the educational nrogress in "nlh~nur State unier
Chhatrapati Pajaram lisharaj, This, therefore, is a gtudy of
only one important sspect of Chh,"ajar=mm lMaharaja's reign,

For the purpose of this study annual renorts of Kolhsour State



on The Ceneral Administration for the years from 1921.22 ®
1940«41, Rarveer State Casettes lssued Detwean the vears
1922 and 1940, the Barnishis of the sane pariod, old files
of 'Satyavedi’ a locel Marathi daily etc,original sources
have been utilised, Besides, I contactced spuch persons in
Kolhanur whn are now pretly senior and who had been closely
sagociated with Chh, ajaran Mgharad, for cqathering infor-
mation vhich has not been remrded sny whera,

I have great pleasure in expressing my deen sense of
gratitude to my research cuide Pr,rrun "oaale, "erler in
History, for his sble guidance, constant encouracement,
valuable »dvise and co-oneration ¢o me throughout the course
of my nresent work, I must admit the fact that without his
untiring efforts and great pains that he took 4in coing throuah
my entire manuseript thig dissertstion would mot have seen the
light of the day,

Raosahed V.T . Patil, Bx M,P,, the founder of Tarsvami
Vidyspeeth is now sbout 883 years old, He was closely associ-
ated with Chh Rajaran Maharai since 1930 and had been are of
Maharaja's advisers, His memory is cuite in fact, s he is
a well informed werson and an importsnt vitness to the
significant develorments in Xolhanur State urinc the Chh,
Rajaram Maharaja's times my interview with him nroved cuite
useful, I am really very much thankful to him for svaring
time for me and »lgo for his word of encouragement, "mther
veteran in Kolhanur s Shri Xurhade the Thiaf of Thiuvaid
Vedie School, Kolhanur, He is also ~bout 36 vears old and



fortunately his memory is also good, He had the oomortunity

tn deserve from close cuarters Chh, Rajaran and his rule, He
als0 gave me valusbdle informntion on my tonic ant for that

I thank him profisely, Sstyavadiker Psdmashree Balasa-edb Patil
is on of such few persons who very well know the imnortant
Aevelopments in the vublic life of Kolhanur aince 1930, He
gave me all his information sbout Chh, "ajaran Maharaia's

reign and made the files of 'Satysvadi’ from 1930 to 1940
readily evailable to me for my study, I an greatful to him

for his co-operation and kindness, His son "ajkumar Pati},

who looks after the management of Satyavadi also proved to be
of immense use to me, He extended to me his hearty co-operation,
gm me some rare books useful for my wrk »nd also gave to me
the prints of Chh,ajaran Maharaia's photngrmh free of charge,
I an much indedbted to him for his valuable co-omeration, I have
also to thank Shri Shinde 3.,0. now an 0l mon, the retired

Head Magter of Harihar Vidyalaya and Shri Mane ¥X.,D, member of
Vedic Shals, Kolhspur for telling me his reminiscences about
Chh Rajaram Maharaja's outlook towards schools and efucation,

All the immortant state papers such as annual a'rini.
stration reports, state gasettes, barnishis etc,which proved
very useful for my studly are avallshle in olhspur "ecord
Office, I s indebted to Late “hri S.3.,Patil, then Swerin-
tendent of Records, Kolhepur Archives, “olhanur, Shri HN,
Torsskar, Record Keeper and 0ffice staff for providing me with
necessary records and books absolutely esscntial for this work,
I am also indebted to Shri Yashavantrao "aste, Private



Secretary to the present Maharaj with whom I have had some
useful discussion regarding the topic of my study,

I would like to express with pleasure my sense of
gratitude ¢t Prin,A.H,Carud, Rajarshi Chh,Shatu College,
Kolhapur for giving me encouragement and valusble 00«
operation in my work , My esteaned senior colleacues Prof,
Shreedhar Herwade, Dr.Vasantran Moyre, Prmof,%hyam Yedekar,
Prof,S.MJagtap, Prof M8 Jagtan, Prof T, ,Patil, Prof,V.B,
Patil extended their valusble co-operation »nd help to me
in my study and always encouraged me, I cincerely thank
them all,

Lastly I thank my friend Mr . Chandrakant D, Pawar
for typing this dissertation neatly and in time,
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