CHAPTER ~ IIX

GROWTH OF PRIMARY EDUCATION
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In order to comrshend the develommant of primary
sducation during the ro%a of Chhatrapati "smjisram, a look
at the condition of primary education in ¥olhapur %tate vhen
he succeeded to the throne will be cquite useful,

TABLE . I

DESCRIPTION OF PRIMARY SCHOOLS ATD STUDENTS IN 192122

-

Seot1s e of Schwols Pt
5359 Free and Compulsory Primary Schools 31,096
11 Alded Indigemous 3clhools 494
6 Right Schools 104

b} | Girls Schools 1,918
S Urdu Sehools 273
614 Total 33,997

In 1922, there were 33,887 puwils studying in 614
Primary Schools.

Chhatrapati Rajaram Maharaj like his illustrious
father realized the importance and understood the value of
primary sducation, He in his own way strove to bring about
growth of primary education in his state as an essential



basis for an alround development of his suhject peovle,

e shall now see the growth of primary Education
betwveen the years 1922 and 1927 the period during which there
was no change in educational adninistration,

Table ¥ II

GROWTH OF PRIMARY SCHOOLS AND PUPILS DURIRNG
THE PERIOD FROM 14922 TO 1977

£ Schools ' No ,0of - No,of
e o Sehools Puplils

Year

nous schools
Night Schools
Girls Schools
Urdu Schools

| Atded 1ndige-

1921-22 S 11 ¢ 33 - - 614 33,887
1922-23 $8 60 ¢ 3s - L 634 37,408
192324 338 &7 L 1 - 6 669 38,422
1924-28 57 o3 6 33 - S 704 38,669
192%-2¢6 368 98 - - 6 S 674 31,992
1926-27 608 93 - - 1 s 707 35,811

When Chhatrapati Rajarsm Maharaj came to the throne in
1922, there ware 59 Boys' Schools, 11 Alded indigemous Schools,
6 Night Schools, 33 Girls' Sechools and § Urdu Schools in the
wvhole State of Kolhapur and the total nunber of pupils taking
education in various schools in the State wes 33,887,
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Trom the year 1922, the strength of schools and
pupils incretsed every year, The mmber of primary schools
reached 707 in 1926-27 from 614 of 1921.22, and the strength
of pupils rose t 33511 from 33,8387 of 1921-.22, In the awve
table the number of Girls' 3chools in 1925-.26 and 1926.27
has mot been shown separately, It has been included in the
total mumber of Boys' Schools Auring that period,

After 1926-27, the nature of Primery Schools seams
to have undergons some changes,

TAB w ITIY
DEVELOPMERT BETWEEN THE YEARS 1927 XD 194041

] Type of Schools tNo ,0f: N0 ,0f
I T I O T

foolsioolss ' ] ' '
1927-28 630 19 7 s3 - 7 37,683
1928-% 697 19 7 67 - 790 41,190
19930 707 21 8 64 - 800 42,845
1930-31 666 22 13 67 - 768 41,940
1931-32 €87 23 13 és - 790 43,474
193233 €9% 27 13 64 - 799 43,9%2
1933-34 696 a8 1s 6l - 803 44,998
19%4-3%5 712 29 10 &9 - 840 47,822
1938-36 697 29 3 75 - 824 48,99
193637 T068 2 2 n - 827 50,038
1937-38 700 30 18 n - 819 s1,630
1938-39 712 26 10 70 - 818 54,092
1939-40 721 27 10 k2 - 829 85,424
194041 M2 28 10 72 - 841 56,822
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From 1927~28 to 1940-41 sane new schools were opened,
Some existing schools were merged in other schools, For
exunple Ninteen Mglo-Varnacular Schools wore opened in
1927-28, There were five Urdu Schools in earlier vears i,e,
till the year 1926-27, But there were only 194 Muslim pupils
studying in those five urdu schools, The guardians of these
Muslim pupils wished t© send than to Marathi medium schools,
Therefore, these Urdu Schools were linked with Marathi medium
schools,  later these schools taught Urdu as an additional
subject for the Muslim Pupils, Thus the Urdu Schools were
converted into Marathi medium schools teaching Urdu as an
additional language since 1927, %ince the vear 1927 all the
unaided frimary schools were closed down, ™is might have
occured due to lack of initiative fram private individuals,

Froam 1927 ® 1940 the nrimary elucation avpears
have growth in mumber, The Boys' Schools grew from 650 o
732, Anglo.Vernacular Schools from 19 to 23, Night Schools
fram 7 t 10, and Girls' Schools fram 53 to 71, The total
mmber of pupils in all these scinols rose from 37,663 to
s6,822,

VARIOUS SCHEMES POR THE DEVELOPMIYT OF PUPILS =

SCOUT MOVEMENT

Chhatrapati Rajaram Maharai startad the Scout Mvement
as an educative movement at the Trimary “chool level in 1922.23,
However, the movement was initially limited to the Primary

5540
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Schools in Folhapur city only, Put after four years i.e.in
1925=«26 the Mesharaj enlarged the range of the movement so
as O cover the primary schools even outside the city of
Kolhapur, The following extract clarifies this -

The Scout Movanant fostered by His late Highness has
made very good prograess in the State in the cbutac of the
last 4 years, The sphere of the activities of this movement
was limited & the Folhanur City as the name of the Associa~
tion", The Soy Scout Association Folhapur City" indicates,
but during the year unider review the Association extended its
sphare snd started work at Nadaini, Shirol, Gaddhinglai,
Vadgaon, Mangason snd ¥ndoli and consequently "The City Seout
Association” has row bzcana the "State Scoput Association” .‘

The Seout Movement wns attached t© Sombhay vrovincieals
scout Hesdquarter, It ran its training coursos every yvear,
This movenent was in progress until the end of Chhatravati
Rajaram Maharaja's regime, The General Adninistration Renore
Of 194041 says in this regard,

"The Poy Scouts Agsociation, Folhapur Stste was
established in 1925 and was originally affiliated to the
Bombay provincial Scout Headcquarters, 3ince them the movement
has deen making hesdway thoughout the State and the people
have been realising its worth as an educative movenent, which
develops the moral standard of the boys, inclulcate in them
the spirit of loyalty to His Highness, ~nd sows the seeds of
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social service, brotherhood, unity and fraternity msongst
ann-,3

SCHOLARSHIPS 4

Chhatrapati Rajaram Maharajs Sontimied the Adifferent
scholarships instituted first by Rajarshi Chhatrepati Shahu

Maharaj at the primary school level, The General AMministration
Raport of 192122 in this regard runs as follows

"Two 3akwarbai Rani Saheb Scholarchinsg of "=.,3 ant 2,
tensble for one vear, sre awarded ¢t girls of 3¢4,V, The
Ahilyabail Scholarship of Rs,6, temable for onc year, is granted
to the married girl, whose husband is stulyimy in the "ajaram
High School or College, Yammlabal Ovalekar Se'nlarshinsg of
Rg,3 is offered to a girl of Sti V, Besidec these, a nrize of
"5,3 known as Mrs.Parr'‘s prize is awarded t» a girl scoring the
highest mmber of marks in Std,V, The aller orize of "s.18 is
grantsd o a girl of 3StA,V securing the hichest nurber of marks
in Mathenatics. In addition to these 3 nrizes of "e,.40, 13 and
12 Xmown as Radhabai Akkasshed Maheraj prisae, Mrs,Shirgavkar
and Miss Shirgavkar prise respectively are swarded to girls of
Std,V, Two prizes of Re .40 each are awvardel t the first two

girls of Ita,IV.* ‘

Thus the scholarships were awarded every year as
mentioned above, From 1924+2% same prizes tho were 4distridbuted
to the students of merit, The General Adninistration "evort
of 1924+25 states in this regard -
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"Two prizes of Rs 40 each known as "adhadbail Akkesahed
Maharaj prizes are awarded to the first tw girls of 3¢t4,1IV,

Jankigssheb Sabnis Scholarship of Rs .3 h marded to a girl
securing the top most Dlace in the anmmunl axanination in
English S¢d1,V and a prize of Rs,l10 known es Mrs,Jankibaisahed
Sabnis prize is granted o a8 girl excelling in drawing, A
prise of Rs .8 naned Mrs , Pary Prize is ayarded t a girl of
3td4,V, securing the highest mmber of marks in Cengraphy,
The waller prize of Ps.1% is granted t a girl of 3td,V
securing the hichest mmber of marks in Msthamatics, Two
prises of Rs, 40 and 1S kmown as “adhabal “kkasaheb Maharasj
prize and Mrs,Shirgaonkar prise respectively are averded o
two girls for ¢good conduct, One prisze of "s5.12 known as Miss
Shirgsonkar prize is granted ™ 2 girl of the Gaud Saragwat
Bratman Comuunity,’ Thus by instituting several scholarshivs
and prizes for deserving promising girl stodlents taking
education in primary schools Pajaram Meharn] sought ¢to vromote
the cause of spraead of primary educatior mmongst girls, His
cncourz;gmmt to fanale education was an iInmmortmnt factor
responsible for the spread of primary slucatinn as well ss
fenale education in his state,

PHYSICAL EDUCATION g

Realising the importance of physical fitness and
health, physical education was made compulsory in the primary
schools right from the year 1927.28, This encouraged Boys
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and Girls to take part in verious sports and competitions,
The aims and objectives of compulsory physical education

have been clearly started in one of the General Administration
Reports as follows -

"Great attantion is paid to the physical development
of students and the exercise of Nmmaskaras is made compulsory,
Ag tournments are the order of the day mnd stimulate a
healthy competition in snmorts they ere heing held at “slhapur
every year for the varnacular school-going boys, Doys from @
to 20 years of age take an active part in running, weestling,
atyspatys and kholko matches, » competition for drill is also
held, New gammes such as Japsnese “ace are introdueed,
Compulsory course of physical exercises has boen introluced
in each school fram this year, In short, the boys are emcouraged
to enjoy themselves fully by taking an nactive nart in vesrly
tournanents, " sun of "3,11% is being sront fHr Algtridbuting

prizes mmong winners” .a

The movenent of campulsory physical education wvas
started in the year 1927-28, This movenent was in pmgress
until the close of the regime of Chhatrapati Tajaram Msmraj,
General Administration Remort of 1940-41 states in this regerd -
"Special attention is being paid to the nhysical
culture of gtudents and physical training is made compulsory
in all the state schools in the city, by aorointing a special
physical instructor, In order to encourags the students, a sum
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of Rs,200 is spent every vear in awarding prizes to the

winmmers in the Anmaal Sports held at Kolhaspur® .9

RESUITS OF THE VER ACULAMR FINAL EXAMINATIN o

when Chhatrapati “afarsm Masharsd succeeded to the
throne in 1922 the results of vernaculsr “innl "waminetinn
of the Folhapur State were as follows

* At the Vernaculsr Final xamination held during
the year under report 304 candidates had amlied for admi-
ssion but only 290 against 285 actually apeared, Of these
93 against 136 came out successful ._10

Separate Vernacular Final Zxamination for boys and
Girls were held from 1927-28, General Administration “eport
states regarding the examination,

*During the year under report 40 candidates sought
a‘mission for the V. F,"xmination for Cirls at the Xolhspur
Centre, Out of these 40 candidates 9 were sbsent, 17 failed

and 14 came out successful . 1

At the end of Chhatrapati Pajaran Maharai’s regime
the resuilts of the Vernacular Final Exminntion were as
follows @
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TABLE IV

PRIMARY SCHOOL LEAVING CERTIPICATE FXAMINATINN
FOR BOYS FOR THE YEAR 194041

No ,0f students Ro ,0of students
Yeaar appeared passed Percentage
104041 17719 864 4.3
TABLE »~ V

PRIMARY SCHOOL LEMVING CFRTIFICATT “XAMIRATION
FOR GIRLS FOR THE YEAR 19404}

Fo.,0f students Yo .,0f students P
Year aopeared pagsed ercentage

1940-41 80 48 60,0

In 1940-41, out of 1779 gtudent boys who appesred for
the primary school lesving certificate exanination, 864
students passed, Thus the percentage of result was 48,8 %,

In 1940«41, out of 80 Girls students who appeared for

the primary school leaving certificate exanination, 48
students passed, Thus the percentage of result was 60,0 %,
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Following table will provide with deseription of the
nature of primary schools that existed in the year 194041
and the mmber of students enrolled in sll kinds of primary
schools in that year,

TABLE = VI

DESCRIPTIN OF PRIMAWY SCHOOLS MM STIMENTS IN
1940-41

gboo!'“ Type of Schools Yo ,.,0f pupile

o gt

732 Boys Schools S0, 513
28 Mglo Vernacular Schools 1,692
10 Night Schools 169
27 Girls Schools 4,446

- Urdu Schools -

84l 56,822

-

13
Bvan after the year 1926-27 there wasn't any marked

change in the efucational sdministration of the primary
schools in FKolhanur state, Yo statistical Jetails regarding
the actual exnenditure incurred by the state of vrimary
education at the beginning and end of Chhatrapati "afarmm
Maharaji's regime are available in covermment reeords, However,

the various gener2l adrinistratinn reports on ¥nlhmsnur %an ~

provide us the information regarding the total mendimto\ g

education incurred by the State, In the yenr 1921-22 %(L,BRAR\, -

+ \ J o
S S
If‘OLHA?\D’ *"?



49

expenditure on education incurred by the state was
Rs,3,01,3583 and the same reached Rs,7,43,283 in 194041,

local newspapers ‘Satyavadi’ in its issue of 4th
November 1937 has published an article on efucational progress
in Kolhapur state and in that article the following things
are mentioned, Rajaram Chhatrapati has continued his father's
work of speexrsd of education with an earnest seal, Reau::u.ng
the importance of primary education asll the possible attampts
are being made to universalize it, Primary education is
campletely free in Kolhaspur State, Education given t both
boys and girls is the same, Co-education = practised in
Marathi as well as Fnglish 3Schools and the cmllege, Nue to the
liberer policy of Kolhspur State, the state hns achieved
renarkable progreas in the field of educatinn, Yvstematic
efforts to impart education to the dbackward caste peovle are
being made, Xolhanur has became an important educational centre

second only to Poona.l‘

According to the reminiscences of a retired headwnaster
of Harihar Vidyalays, Kolhspur, Chhatrapati “ajaran Maharaia
used o visit this school very often, He usad to bring some
students in his carriage wnd reach them to this school, He
asked the tsachers to look after those children and teach them

carefully, He used to halt his carriage at the school for half
ar hour, ometimes the Furopean Officers such as British
resident used to distridbute sweets to the children in primary
classes in order to attract them to education.ls
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