PREPACE

Fortunes of India brought her into a mcnber of political
viccissitudes in her whole histogy. Right from /dexander %o
Radicshah India faced in-asions without much Joms of her
sultural identity, These land powers which camse Zpom northevest
did influence hep without making much sagk 4o the totality of
India's 1ife, It 1s only the Wast that cave %0 India and
established itself through Eastelndiia company of Oreat Sritain
and proved ¢o be an irresistible mighty force before which many
premier states, tim honoured religicus and sraditionsal practices
found trneir natural limitstions self.consciously, In other words
an Buglish power fgom 1757 to 1618 repressntad Ly the East
Indias Company struggled for politizal supremssy in India triumps
hantly. It remarkably exhibited its superiority due to advanced
mode of living that West had already sdopted, Modern means of
communication, modern means of production, mo_erm means of
universal sducation and modern uniform system of administration
were the comaon featurses that triumphed over Zndila in the
natural process of historical growth, In other words modern
science of the 19th century West victoriously emarjed as
undetarc:=4 £orce over the isolated attempts of raditionebound
socioeccononic and administrative attempts of Iniian rulers,

By the time East Inlie Company had emezged powerful in
India the Parliamentary democracy had gathered snough strength
in the GCreat Britain sc &3 0 contpol svary :adfvidual's of
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association®s sctivities both in Great Britair o2 even cutside
Great Britain of fits cici:zens,

It 45 an uwnparallel example in the whcle atsetory of
manking that in Indis a treders® associstion cr company could
build up an espire in the subcontinent, It is & matter again
vorth noting that Bast Indis Company rulers fin Ixdiia did not
revols against the pover of their native polisical sovereign
pover, In 19th century Bnglish parlianent had asjumed power
waich could be said that English parliament could do no weEong.
This bein; the case the parliiswent intervenaed in the affalrs
of the comoany in Iniia whenever it thought £i%.

T™he prule of East Indis Company in Indis cepressmted the
combinastion of liberalism and conservatism of Great Britain
of first half of the 19%th cantury., The Comparny iatroduced new
changes in socliety by introducing Enzlish educasion as a means
to rationalise Iniilans to neat the needs of Best Indias Company's
commerce and administration, The East Iniia Company's Sovernor
generals were remsrkably the qualified men, For memple Harren
tigntings, Wellesley, Bentinck and Lord Dalhousie were the men
comparable only with Hapoleon or Shivaji but they never enter.
tained ides of establishing en independent ewpice of their own
in India though they vere gunarkably avay from taeir native
pover in Eagland,
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This was 50 because the time had sdvancad in Europe,
Atter the French revolution in 1789 in Burope tiwmree smerged a
foree of nationalism, Inspiring nationslisas fcr the csuse of
nation -a8 s new political religion shat infleenced snocmously
the cicfzens of every Lurapean sountey of APt century.
Nationalism was not the result of the geograptical sxpression
but it was the result of the ideal of inddvidial liberty and
democracy because of this ideal that weven milixary gesnerals
of Eest India comrany whe enjoyed supreme power in subwcontinent
“ent back to England vhenever called without suny grudge.

The East India Company, which was of traders ultimately
414 not meet with the needs of the Indiens of mif 19th century,
a8 milking the trade of India was its prime mctire, it was
finally overthrown Ly the British Yarlisnent by taking over
its veigns. Thus s trading company of merchants which had gone
in the hiscory of nan as emice huilder ended in disaster only
by handing over its power to its parent body, the English
Parlisment 4n 1857, It is worth noting that ske English
Parliament which maintained its nationalistic hagemony over
East India Company right from Regulating ack of 1773 very early
got Indian Pouer transformed from Zast India Comasny %0 British
Parlismentary sovereignty of English peoples Tt is this ides
ides of sovereigaty of British people fovested I British
patlisment that gave Indian people the idea of people’s
sovereignty in Indis in courss 2f time in subseraent years,
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It must also be remembered that though gowernoregenesals
of In‘ia ruled the country as representatives of the British
¢rown, the distance between Urest Britain and Inlia is a matter
worth renembering. Therefore a politicai concept ‘:Han on the spot'
vas accepted in the governance of Indisn state, It is becauss of
this factor that the governors like lLord Wallealy, Lord Sentinck
and Lord Dslhousie ste. went shsad %o imnlemest srogramme of
their choice during thelir tenures, Power of the pariiament due
to the geographical distance vas not alvays efertive, 1t was
only vorkable because of British nationslism and East India
Company's headjuacters in Great Britain. The lssues have been
graphically discusgsed in this disseprtation with the help of the
Charters that British parliament fssued from sime to time,

1 must say thst the copi s of the charser acts that
Brictish parliament passed from tine ¢ time ace 2ot available
80 easily in Indian libraries, Whatsver the texts of the charter
acts that vhere svalladble vare issued meticulsusiy, Those texts
which were not available in theic cases I had to rely upon the
secondagy sources that I have used {n connect.on =ith the charter
acts which can be catagorised in the manner mentioned helow,

The primary sources that proved o be «f utmost importance
vere the diifecrent editions of the scholars® works that have been
laboriously collectsd and edited and the original docunents of
the chartere, The important among them vere:
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The Englizh Factocriss in India. 1618.569 od,
Wy Toaver, 13 volumes,

The Enjlish Factories in Indis (Mew secias) 1670.84 ed,
Sir C, Fovoett, Volume I, 157077, The Hestern Presidency.
oxfopd, 1936, Volune 11X, 1678.84, Boobay, Surat and
Malabar coast, Oxford, 1954.

lotters received by the Lusst India Compacy from its
servants in the East, ed, ¥,y Damwers. Vl. I and
Wy Foster (Vol.II to Vi). London, 1896.19012,

A sketch of the history of the East.imiia Company from
ita ficse formation to the passing of she Regulatiang Act
of 1773,

A sketeh of the history of the Zast Iaiia Company from
ive first formsation S0 the passing of he Regulating Aet
of 1813,

5 sketeh of the history of the East Indis Company irom
its ficst formation to the passing of 1he Regulating Aot
of 1833,

Charter Act of 1853,

Paglisventary Paper of Great Britalo:
Eant India MEsirs, Governvent of Agre. 1lH3IO, Vol, V.

Report from Committee on Esst India Adlairs
Judicial, 1831.32, vol. 14,
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Report from Committes on East Iniia Affairs
Juilcial 183132, Vol, X1,

Report from Committes on Indian Terrivcries,
1852, Vol. X,

Report fyom Cormittes on Indian Affalier. 1852, Vol, AXXI,

Thomns Bast, The Voyvage of Thomas Best ¢c the East
Indies 1612.14 ed, W, Foster.

Thomas AW, The embassy of Sir Thomas koe to €he East
Indies 1615.19 ed, W, Foster, london, L9235,

francois Bapnier, The travels in the dmghel Empire
1556.68,

It 16 thess original sources vhich have proved ¢ e of

importance to me, Whenever £illing in the gas was not possible
~ there I have used secondary sources in which authors have
coated the original sources.

“hile preparing this dissertation, madwy people belped ne

in providing lidbrary information and midance thst I needed
badly, I must shank research Guide Dp, B.R, Xamdle who gave me
the concapeual understanding of theme, I must azsc record my
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gratitude to the librarians of Shivaji University library. The
Library of Gokhale Institute, Pune and Descan Callege, Pune,

I mast also thank honourasble President Shei Chandratar
Patil of Shahajirajs Mahavidyalaya Khatay who gave nocessary
leave for completing this wogk,
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