The temm leftist movement has been nsed here to denote the

peasants' and workers® organisations for making collective efforts

to fight for the economic benefit in proportion to the labour
of the worker or peasant that he puls in, Therefore, an attempt
has been made in this dlssertation to study mainly peasants!

and workers' movements under various groups of leaders in Satara
diatrict in the context of Indlan situation in general and
situation 4in Maharashtra in particular, It has been found that
among the 19th century movenents it is Satya Shodhak Movement
that influenced the workers of Satara district in 19203 and even
the Peasants' and Workers' Party founded in 1950 drew much
inspiration from it, Both Chhatrapsati Shahu of Kolhapur and

Dr, Ambedkar whe launched their movements in the first alf of
the 20th century vere also considerably influenced by Satya
Shodhak movement, Therefore, in the f£irst chapter of this thesis
which desls with 19th century awakening both Shahu's and
ambedkar's movements have been briefly surveyed,

Leftist movement of Socialists, Communists, Royists and
Radicalists in termms of ralsing thely veolce against injustice to
the farmers and workers was praminent in Satars district in
pre-independence days but after that in 19508 leftist movement
somehow survived due to labour organising efforts of the
communists, After the formation of Samyukta Maharashtra in 1960
eormunist influence also recorded decline, This has been
discussed in Chapter Two and Chapter Four, In Chapter Three the
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peasants' agitations that were launched from time to time as
situation arose have been dlacussed, though it is also stated
that there is no peasants' organisation worth the name and also
no peasant leéadeprs worth the name in gpite of the fact that

the farmers' population formed 56% in Satara district,

Out of the scattersd source material which is avallable
at various places in the form of a few newspapers, jourmals,
district gazetteers, labour gazetteers, party publications and
such other miscellancous records an effort has keen made here
to compose the history of leftist movement in Satara distpict
upto 1960, Ever since my MyA. in 1975 it was my cherished desire
to do my research in leftist movement in Satara district., as the
dM.strict preduced many notionalists it also produced renowned
soclalists and communists, My own family members who have been
very humble workers in the commundst led workers' movement of
Satara district under the leadership of my father advocate
VN, Patil, for the last forty vears, have been a great source

of inspiration to me which prompted me to undertake this project,
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of them who was extremely kind in spite of his old age in
giving me a written account of certaln movements in which he
himgelf was a participant, I record my gratitude to him, It is
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meticulously by Dr, J,P. Naiknavare that I could conplete this
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