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“The term novel is now applied to a great varity of writings that have
in common only the attribute of being extended works of prose fiction. As an
extended narrative, the novel is distinguished from the short story and from
the work of middlc length called the “novelette”, its magnitude permits a
greater variety of characters, greater complications of plot (or plots), an

ampler development of milieu, and a more sustained and subtle explorations

of character than do the shorter, hence, necessarily more Concentrated
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"With the help of their larger persp-. tive the historians of the novel
have been able to do much more to dete:: ‘ne the idiosyncratic features of

the new form. Briefly, they have seen ‘rea: 1’ as the defining characteristic

which differentiates the work of early e ‘hteenth century novelists from

previous fiction"
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