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A NOTE ON THE SOURCES

Far the study of tobacco growers' agitation at Nipani
in 1981, the news-papers of that time are the i@?ortant
source of information for research., The dailiéélfrom Kolhapur
such as ‘The Pudhari' and ‘'The Sakal' and 'The Tarun Bharat'®
from Belgaum are indispensable for the cronological study of
the agitation. Aas Nipani is not far away from\Kblhapur as
well as from Belgaum, the press reporters of the above
mentioned news=-papers filed daily reports of the events of
the agitation. The coverage and publicity given to the
agitation through these news-papers was due to the fact that
some of the activists of the agitation were the press
reporters of these news-papers and, therefore, the reports

were upto-~date and aunthetic though they were biased.

In addition to the news-papers, another important
source of material or infommation is the pamphlets, published
during the agitation period. The pamphlets brought out by
the supporters of the agitation threw a flood of light on
the exploitation of tobacco growers while the pamphlets

published by the trader sought to prove that the demands
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put forth by the Shetakari Sanghatana were not based on

correct figure, and they were too high and unattainable.
Also to accept or reject demands was not in their hands.
The pamphlets brought out by the Ex-M.L.A. Shri Balumama
Chavan, College students, some activists and tobacco

growers also serve as & source of information.

The books published by the Shetakari Prakashan,
Alibag (Raigad) are useful to understand the ideological
foundations of the Shetakari Sanghatana. The weeklies
such as ‘the Manus', ‘the Economic Political Weekly',
'the Sunday' also help us to reveal different aspects

of the gagitation.

Finally, the frequent discussions with numerious
activists and local leaders, the members of the (TGAC)
Tobacco Growers Action Committee and the tobacco traders
were of immense help. The tobacco research centre at
Nipani and APMC were useful for statistical data and
annual reports. Related works to the problem by Savadi
B,M., Dr. ReRe Doshi and Dr, Makandar M.S. are of

immense value.
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