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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION TO THE SUBJECT
This chapter deals with the infroduction to the
subjiect i.e. "A study of Attitudes and Aspirations of youth

tomards family and community in Solapur City".

The teram wvouth is implied in the study as that
ganeration which constitutes the age grouyp from 18B-25
waara, bwut as the reasearcher felt that even the peopls in
the age group betwesn 25-35 should be also considered as
youths to cover the samples for the study. That's why the

age group from 18~-25 was changed into 18-35,

The Dictionary (DXFORD) meaing of Attitude and

Ampiration is defined as following.

2) Attitude = Means a sebttled opinion or way of thinking.

h) Aspiration : Means a strong desire to achieve an end or

an ambition.

or
b)Y The ackt or process of drasing breath.

&5 the OXFORD Dictionary meaning is very clearly

shtated above with this help the ressarcher interviegwed 200
youths for her study specially on  youths taking into
consideration of their family and community within the
time given. The researcher divided the youths intn two
matageries of 100 males and 100 femalegs. Every individuals

attitudes and aspirations is differaent from one another,



because no  individual is common in his/har nature,
interest and behaviour. These youths are the pillars of
the building o make their own destiny and to oreate

awarsness among the people of ftheir family and community.

The vyouth of the sociebty who are the makers of
the new generation will be able to shoulder this social
responsibility and to carry out the ineseapable social
obligation with uneqguivocal results only if they get the
quality of social consciousness as an important ingredieat
of their personality. Youth should take education as a
1ife - long l=aarning process and showuld exploit
educational benefits for +the good of the saciety as a
whole. Youth has to learn a lot form the old values, old

generations and from the developed areas of the world.

Family is also playing a very important role in
suppoarting the youth o his moral thinking. Family is  a
group defined by a sex relationship sufficiently pracise
and enduring to provide for the procreation and up—

bringing of children.

Burgers and locks # A family is a group of
pearsons united by the tiss af marriage, blood or  adaption
constituting a single household, interacting and inter-—
communicating with sach other in their respective asncial
role of husband and wife, mother and father, son and
daughter, brother and sister creating and wmaintaining a

common culture o The "family" may be defirned as the
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binlogical social wnit composed of husband wife and
children. Family and wmarriage are however, universal
constitution and their axistence and utility
unquestinnable both of them influence the life as well as
code of behaviour of the people. A happy family life helps

in making state and society happy and joyous.

1Y Kingsley Davis wsays Tthat "Family® is a3 group of
persons whose relations to one another are based wupon

consanguinity and who therefore kin to one another.

2)  Anderson  and Parker defines a “"Family" as a socially
recognised unit of people related to each other by

Linship marital and leal ties.

e

The community means a group of people living in  a
certain geographical area in such a way that they
share not this or that perticular interest bhut the

basic condition of a common life — Mac Iyer and Fage.

4) The community is an area of social living marked by
some degree of sSocial coherence. The basis of
community  are then locality and community sentiments.
Comounity exists within greater communities the ftown
within the ragion, the region within the nation and
the nation within the world community which perhaps is

in the process of development.
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Allport defines "Community" as & small aggregate
of individuals who live in a common life and are governed
by attitudes and mode of conduct which they recognise  to

ba universal within the group.

Oogburn and Nimkoff has given a comparatively
simple organisation of community when he says that, " A&
comnmunity may bs thought of Yotal organisation of sociazl

lifa within the limited arsa.

Lumby has said that a “Community" may be defined
as a permansny  local collection of paople having
diversified as wall as common interest sarved by group of

institution.

"Community"” is also defined as a group of human
beings zebttled in a2 fairly compact and contagious
gaographical area and having significant elements of
comaon life, as shown by manners, customs, traditins  and

mooges of speech.

In order fto clear we may accept the definition
of youth as the adolescent and young adult of the age growp
af 14 to 30 years. Althouph some times while discussing
the recreational problems of youth we may refer to  youth
below 14 vyears. The programme of group working and
policies Ffor the welfare of non-student youth sst-up hy
the Planning Commission in 19468 regarded the age group 12~

FO years as youth. This was divided into 3 stages ¢ 12-17



years, 17-21 years, 21-30 years. The perind of youth
should stand for  growth, davelopment, perperation,
action  and leadership youth matures in an  atmosphere in
which there is freedom, activity, recognition and
oppartunity, the life of youth should not be over occupied
niith training and educstion, but there should be
opportunity for self expression, comradeship comaunity
life and national servige. 1t is through free activity,
freely undertaken, that the best in bthe young can come
out. The young thereforse need be guided not pushed, need

to be gently led, nnt prodded.

Mow a days the attitudes and the aspirations of
the youth are changing according to the process of change
ocoured  in 3all over the world. In this perticularly the
attitudes and aspirations of the youth, towards family and
community is being studied as it was necessary to find out
the thinking of the yvouth towards their families and

communities.

For this study was referred as while considering
the atrtitudes Yowards family the following points wmere
taken into consideration like type of family, i.e. Joint
family and Nuclear family Yhen the size of the family, ths
merits and demerits of Joint family and nuclear family,
the awarness of the youth ftowards the hariditary
property, the approximately annuial  income from all

sources, +then the responsibilities shouldered by the



youngsters for their families and the present atmosphere

in the families.

In India the situation of bype of families is
wtill based on either joint family or nuclear family. In
general it may be stated that in rural part of the country
as well as in towns also the idea of joint family is still
axisting, but now a days the idea of nuclea families is
coming up rapidly and which is being supported by the
vounger gensrations. Mo doubt there are certain merits and
demerits for both the types of families, i¥ is stated that
in  joint family the weaker sactions of fthe family i.e.
femals members, widows, aged, children and handicapped
mambers are protected as well as the wunemployed youth are
2lsn protected and may be given guidance by the elder
members of the family. The sorrows can be shared by the
family ma2mbers that’'s why one can get relisf and cannot
feel lonely and aloof in this world. Evan joy and
happiness is also shared by which the confidence of the
youngesters strengthened and also the demerit of the joint
family follow as 1) It becomes the obstacle of one ’'s
personality development. Z) It also develops the jealously
ferlings amongst the family members which can become the
competitions to each others. I} The family members may not
get  the privacy dus %0 large size of the family members
and size of the house also.

The merits of the nuclear family follows as 1) Wdhich

develops the the mutual understanding between the 1ife



partners 2) As the size of the family is small, the family
membars can share their thoughts and exchange thier views
more freely and they feel confortable which removes the
introvertive complex and develops the confidenca and the
personality of the ingdividual. The small size of the
family leads %o control of extra - expenditure which
naturally helps to save the money. As well as the demerits
of the families can be generalised as 1) There may nat be
control aver the children as the father and mother may be
outside the home for thier employment and the children
will not get the love and affection from their parents
which may lead to arrogancy, carelessness, bimidity,

comardness and even juvenile delinguency.

If the sarning of the both husband and wife is
more  than sufficeint the expenses on the lunxuries items
can be made unnecessarily. The family members saomefime
fael unsacured when one of the spouses is outside the

headogquarters.

Accordingly the youth have shown their attitudes
towards the above mentionsd merifts and demerits of the

Joint family and nuclear families.

1t is noted that the younger generation is
always reluctant and negligent regarding their hearditary
proparty shich includes moveable and immovable or both. A

standing Houwse Agricultural land is considerad as



immovable property, while the ornaments, Bold or cash is
supposed to bs  a moveabls property. Unless the elders
insist upon o look zfter their ancestrail property and
unless the younger generation feel it profitable for thewm,
they do not taks any interest in such types of property.
Even it is observed that attitudes of the youngenr
generation is ko avoide the household responsibilities,
the fealing of the younger generation towards the family
is most of the time negative because they are not going
to consider the financial problems and the other crisss
met by the parasnts of head of the families, Sometimes the
parants or the head of the families may be held
responsible  for such type of attitude developing in
voungar gensration as thay want to safeguard their
children and to protect them not to expose +the family

wonrrias and tensions.

Attitude Ytowards the female members: Inm our

Indian culture still  the attitude towards the female
members is not that much changed because i1t is practice of
the Indian famale members to carry on the responsibility
of cooking at home though she may be either illiterate,
poaor, or highly gualifiesd, 2mployed and rich as well as o
look after household activities, social duties assigned
to her, she has to control the family. On the contrary it
can  bhe stated that the stearing of the family is in  the
hands of the females members and she has to take care of

not  only her husband but also her children. Then the



family members like, bobth in-laws, relatives, friends,
neighbours esto. etoc. Even for svery simple reason she bas
to dapend wpon either her parents or husband . In case of
taking decision regarding emplaoyment, right in property,
marriages, eboc. as well a8s the marital problems and the
problem of status, it occurs even though it is stated that
women can work shoulder to shoolder with the male members
practically it is not feasiable and the society doesn’t
accept  such type of behaviour and spread the rumours due

£t which the famales can be defaned.

It is also very interesting to know about +$he
laisure time spand by the female members of the family and
the attitude of the younger generation towards this.
Mowadays in the family the audin-viswual aids are made
available +the majority of the housewitfe spend their
time either observing the T.V. or sleeping at home., The
perficular class of female take interest in reading, and
spending time in developing their hobbies while the
females from poor class spend their time for their money
making business like hidi-making, handicrafts and even
chitchatting also. The attitudes of the younger generation

towards this issue is follows @

The female members should davelop their
knowledge and skills with the help of audieo-visual aids
which will help to increase the economical status of the

family as well as to raise the social and cultural status



of the family by various means of bringing change in the
conduct of the childrens, aged members, handicapped

mambers, widows, dastitutes of the family.

Attitudes Towards Marriage :

According to Indian culture marriage is sacred,
holy and religiows function, which plays an aimportant
role in keeping relationship between the spouces. Though
the types of marriages may be different,types of religious
and caste in India. The func¥ion of marriage has to  be
respected and regarded by all the types of people right
from poor to rich, or lower class to upper class, Hindu,
Muslims, Sikhs, Jain, Boudha, Christians etoc. etc.  The
Indians are very much interested to spend much more money

and time on marriages.

It is the opinion of the public in general that
the marriage is the wedlock of husband and wife which
hrings them together, compel to live together and gives
them the lawful recognition. Very sxceptionally the people

of Saint catagory only can live without the marriage.

Even today in  this fast changing world the
attitude of the poublic in general of Indian has not that
much  changed as still it is the $radition to pay the
respect  and regards to the paryy of bridegroom and some
marriages do not  btake place just because of balanced

amount of Dowary, Bolden arnaments or some any other demand
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or sometimes the insult of the party of the Dbridegaroom
w0 and so. Though the pravention of Dowary Act, 1941 has
heren enacted, it izs not implimented prmpeﬁﬁy, Educated
people accept the Dowary, in the nzame of "Vardakshina” or

in the form of Flat, Land, WYehicle, Freeze, T.V., estc.

The opinion ragarding family plamning is also
now  a days changing the younger generation in supporting
to the idea of family planing but it is noted and observed
that in the case of family planning operations the female
members are compelled, and the male member takes the least
interest in the Vasectomy operations . The educated people
and the people having understanding have accepted the
apacing pattern, now 3 days even the age of the bride is
alsn  taken intn consideration. The use of contraceptives
are also applied but the females are compelled,and to take
the tablets also. Anyhow the ideza of birkth control and
family planning is accepred by the younger generations,
but famale meamber has to suffar a lot and they are
pressuried by  the family members and they are held

responsible for the uncontrol nuabar of children.

Attituds Towards Children:s

The younger generations of our community has
changed its outlook ftowards thier children, they want
their children should be in the world of competition and
from that ponint of view the parants want thair children to

join good schools and colleges, social clubs, social

i1



associations and also cultural clubs, sports club, and
develop the personality through the audio-—-visual aids like
T.V., Tape, Radio, as well as news-papers, books, Novels,
journals, Magazines, Periodicals, stc.etoc. Even the co-

esducation system is highly accepted and appriciated.

fattitude towards health and hygienes

The Indians perticulary the urban youth now a
days are move attentive towards the health and hygiene
while in  rural  area the situation is not that  mach
changed. In the Indian weather condition the wvegetarion
tyvpe of food is most switable bubt as the India was under
the control of British rule, there is a impact of British
standard of living and that’'s why now a days many more
people have changed into non-vegetarian, as every day non-
veg food is not acceptable due Yo i%s high rates and not
advisible by the doctors, the percentage of consuming non-—
veg. is in limit but many more people have the mixed dist
i.e. wveqg. and non-veg. but sitll some people maintain
their diet as & pure vegetarian, but nobody can be pure
aon—vegetarian. Even people they insist upon o take the
food  for  three tiems in a day preparad by the family
members aof their own in urban and rural part of our
country. Very exceptional people thoﬁg stho  are  liwving
e low poverty  level are not getbting the fresh food

prepared at there home.



Mow a3 days it is a fashion to pay the visit o
Hoteals as a change in food and which may affect the hesalth
due  to stale food, oilish, and spicy and that’'s why the
people have to suffer from various types of dissases like,
Bastros, Jaundice, Diarrhoea.

In urbian areas the style af housing
conastruction  is  changing and people prafer to live in
R.C.C. Bunglows, and though it is not possible to change
the housing construction, people they are modifying their
housing structure and emphasizing wpon free air and free
light and a good kitchen with kitchen katta and designed
tiles. Even +they take care about seperate bath-vrooms,
latrin, etc. and providing the underground drainage
system. Only the people living in Zopad Patti area and the
common  chawl hoave &0 go for common latrine, common bath-—

rooms and to the common waber taps.

Generally it is obssrved that in the pressnt
condition the fashion of visiting to dispensaries or to
specialized doctors have beesn increased for the physical
check-up. The people from rural and urban area have come
tr know the importance of medical profession and at  least
they have started to get the medical treatment in case of
their sickness. The Lype of treatment may differ according
to sbtandard and life, way of thinking and the economic
conditions of the people it may be either domestic,

Allopathatic, Homeopathatic, Ayurvedic or Unami. Even the



awargness about the imomunization in the society is
increasad and the people right from the very poor catagory
tn very rich catagory apply the immunization like B.C.B.,
Polio-tripples, &0 their children to avoid the further

complications in the physic of their childran.

fAttitude towards Religious, Faiths and Beliefs:

Though ths world is chaning and new technologies
are taking places the attitude of the Indian people
towards the religious faiths and beliefs are as it is,
still  they belisve on Fasting, Mavas, Shakun, &strology
and Luck, Palmistvy, Ubra, Baba-Maharai, Mantrik/Tantrik
and Karni. The educated people may not be supporting this
bt  they are not going to raise the strong agitations
against such btypes of faiths and beliefs. On the controry
sometimes they also practice it. perticularly the female
mambers coonpel the family o follow all such  types of

religious faiths and beliefs.

Aspirations of Youth:

f~20.50

As the literacy has been increaszed in India the
youth  have started to think regarding fthe various issues
like educational system, employment, life style, life
partner, family life, and the culture. The aspiration of
the yvouth regarding their above mentioned issues are very
high and it is aspired by them that fhe prasani
educational system is not gond and based uwpon proper

fontings, it is also not helpful to provide jobs according
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to qualification and merit. Even regarding smployment +the
vouth are having very reavolubtionary aopinion and they say
that the amployment opperftunities are given to the pesople
wihto have the recommendation of the higher authoritiss or
on the basiszs of corruption. A highly qualified,
meritorious, knossledgeable and really deserving candidate

do nnt get the job.

The vyoubth believe on the Indian culture, but
they have ambitions regarding their life style, life
pariners and family life. Everybody desivres a universally
fair, gond looking, smart and inteligent, life partner
having high status as a Bovi.O0fficer, Businessmen or
having the property/estate. But now 2 days they are notb
going to consider the adjustive life-partner, on the
contrary marriage life stands upon the faiths and belisfs
between the spouse which requires mutal understanding and
adjustment in the life.

The youth are dreamy towards life styvle and
family life, but how many of them make the efforts lo

achieve this goal is a guestion.

Aspiration towards communibty:

Generally the feeling of casteism and
religiousness has been increased in India since 1981  and
the formation of the wvarious organisation based on
raligious and castza have btaken place and that’'s why the

aspiration towards the community was supposed to raise up,
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but unfortunately the youth became communal at the time
of rints, while they are reluctant regarding the community
activities, development of their own community and they do
not spare btime voluntarily for the social development of
their community.

fAmpiration of wvoubth fowards NMabional Prablems:

pinnae

India is a over populated country having the
population of approximately 90 crores, compare +to the
geographical area of the country the percentage of
population is more, which has created the various problems
like land,industrialization, air and water pollution as
well as the onther co-related problems like poverty,
illiteracy, un—employment, beggary, dowary, prostitution,

gambling, pick-pocketing etc. ato.

The youth are suppnsed bto be the main pillar of
the nation on which the foobting of Nation is to be built
wup and youbth are suppose to think and study such type of
Mational crises and find out the solutions to get rid upon
such problems. This idea and principles where existing in
the youth before the Independance period of India.
Unfortunately after tha Independance the youth have lost
the positive thinking and many more have become ideal,
effortless and developed negative thinking ftowards such
types of Nabtional problems. Everybody is self-centred,
egoestic  and frying to avoid such responsibilities, and
that's why the NMational problems cannot be controlled and

the Government policies become failure.



