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CHAPTER - 111
WOMEN IN HIGHER EDUCATION :
ENROLMENT PATTERN IN SHIVAJI

UNIVERSITY
INTRODUCTION :

This chapter is based on the data collected by the
researcher from different sections \QY; the office of the Shivaji
University, Kolhapur and Annual Report published by the
Shivaji University, Kolhapur. The present chapter is divided
into two sections. In the first section, a brief profile of the
Shivaji University is presented. In the second section,
statistical data regarding the enrolment of male-female students
in different classes and faculties for selected years is presented
and analysed.

SECTION - I
SHIVAJI UNIVERSITY, KOLHAPUR :
A PROFILE
ESTABLISHMENT

The necessity of founding a university that would meet

the aspirations of the essentially rural population of this
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region, was realised by an eminent historian Dr. Balkrishna

™~

who was "Qﬁrincipal of Rajaram gollege, Kolhapur during 1922-
1940. Hi; dream became a reéiity. Thanks to the efforts of
late Shri. Yashwantrao Chavan, the then Chief Minister of
newly formed Maharashira State and late Shri. Balasaheb
Desai, the then Minister of Education, Govt. of Maharashtra.
The Shivaji University% named after the great medieval warrior-
statesman Chhatrapati’k‘Shivaji Maharaj, was established in the
year 1962 in Kolhapur.

CAMPUS

The Shivaji University has a spacious, beautiful and

naturally eleveted campus covering area of about 341 hectares.
™
A Post-Graduate centre of this University is located at

Solapur, which was established in the year 1986.

JURISDICTION
This is a teaching-cum-affiliating (\' hiversity aimed
ot
primarily to the needs of rural districts of South-Western
‘\

Maharashtra, with jurisdiction over thé five districts namely,
~
Kolhapur, Sangli, Satara'§ Solapur and Ratnagiri. Subsequently,

Ratnagiri district was transferred to Uniivesity of Bombay
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( Now University of Mumbai. )
A'GROWING INSTITUTION

At the time of establishment, there were 4 colleges
affiliated to this University with the total strength of about
14,000 students. The University is rapidly g:zwing and the
mesgﬁt/number of its affiliated institutions L;é more than 200
with ‘an enrollment of more than 1,83,000 students and about
6000 teachers in 1995-96. The strength of the University
Departments has increased from 5 to 29 with a teaching

faculty, exceeding 200.

FACULTIES " W
¢ yw\ .

The University impartS““"ninSt‘ruction in the faculties of -
Arts, Social Sciences, Sciences, Commerce and Management,
Education, Fine Arts, Law, Medicine, Ayurvedic and
Homoeopathic Medicine, and Engineering and Technology.

TEACHIG AND RESEARCH DEPARTMENT°ON THE ~—
UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

The@(}/,; Teaching and Research Departments located o~

the Univc;;sity Campus? Kolhapur, include those of Physics,

Chemistry, = Mathematics,  Statistics, = Botany, Zoology,

e
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Geography, Economics, Political Science, Sociology, Journalism,
Education, Adult and continuing Education, Library Science,
Commerce and Management, Music, Bio-chemistry, Agro-
chemicals and Environmental Sciences. The teaching progrmmes
in the University have been expanded recently, keeping in
view the requirements of the—fast—approaching 21* century.
Some inter-disciplinary P.G. Courses have been introduced in
Electronics, Computer  Application, Analytical Chemistry,
Polymer Chemistry, Industrial Chemistry, Geology, Agro-
chemical and Pest Management, Environmental Science and
Se’ri-culture.

P. G. CENTRE AT SOLAPUR

Three Departments _viz. Geology, Chemistry (Polymer)
and Physics (Electronics) have been started at the Solapur P.
G. centre in 1986 and some more are likely to be introduced
in the near future.

EMPHASIS ON RESEARCH o

p

The University has encouraged research in all major
fields. More than 700 Ph.D. degrees have been awarded,

besides several hundred M.Phil. dissertation"f‘in the last two



decades or so. A large number of research papers have been
contributed by the faculty members and the research scholars
of this University. These have been published and edited by
the teaching faculty of this University/‘ Emphasis is being
given on the research work directly related to national needs
as well as on specific developmental problems of this region.
Many research projects, both major and minor, have been
undertaken and some of them are in various stages of their
completion. These have been funded by the U.G.C., C.S.O.R,,
I.C.CS.R,, LCH.R. Deptt. of Environment / Electronics,
Ministry of Environment and Human Resource Development,
Govt. of India.
UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

The University has}; rich faentral z;”ﬁibrary known as
Barrister Balasaheb Khardekar Library. The information
regarding books and journals, manuscripts, rare books,
registered readers etc. as on 31 March 2000, is given below :

1. Total No. of Books : 2,58,732

2. Total No. of Periodicats : 633
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i) Foreign : 157

i) Indian : 251

3. Total No. of manuscripts 1 6,300
4. Total No. of Rare Books : 25,300
5. Total No. of Registered Readers : 2,906

6. Total No. of Books issued per day : 250.
FACILITIES FOR THE STUDENTS

T@ University has been providing various facilities to
the students. These include three large hostels for ;Qoys and
two for @irls, ﬁeading room / library facility adjacent to
hostel, ﬁéy-‘Night reading room facility in the central library.
NCC, NSS schemes and sports facilities. Igeb majority of the
stu;lents of this University come from essentially rural
ba'zckground. (fhe students of this University are so disciplined
and motivated, that they would make teachers and academic
administrators from other Universities feel envious about,)
UNIQUE FEATURE : ‘EARN AND LEARN SCHEME’

The unique feature of this University is its Earn and

Learn Scheme. The University has been successfully running

a hostel known as ‘Dr. Appasabeb Pawar Bhavan’ which
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provides free lodging and boarding facilities to economically
hard pressed students. 70 students benefit from it every year.
They are required to render some kind of productive work
for 3 hours a day in the University system, thus, in return
of which the University looks after their subsistence and
other education needs.
HIGHLY EFFICIENT STAFF

This University has a responsible, disciplined and
highly efficient administrative staff of about 980 persons. As
per the provisions of the Maharashtra Universities Act of
1994, a university is expected to declare its examination
results within 30 days from the last date of that examination.
Shivaji University in Maharashtra with an  unblemished

recored in this regard, as its all examination results have

been declared in time so far.
A VISION OF THE FUTURE

The faculty of this University does not consider
awarding of degrees or conducting of examinations as the
only major function of the University. Its faculty and

students clearly visualize integral bonds between ‘higher
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education and development of this region. To perform its
developmental role, the faculty has initiated a number of new

relevant activities.

SECTION - 11

WOMEN IN HIGHER EDUCATION :
ENROLMENT PATTERN IN SHIVAIJI

UNIVERSITY

59
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The Data presented in Table 3.1 reveal that there is
significant increase in the total number of students enroled in
B.A. Part I, 1I, and I classes in institutions affiliated to
Shivaji University, Kolhapur. In the academic year 1965-66

Ao \f)
the number was just 4,885 and it increased upto 59,616 in the=

- -

* year”1965-1996.

However, when we compare percentage of male and
female students to the total, it can be seen that in all the
years percentage of male students has always remained far
greater than female students, thereby indicating gender
disparity in enrollment pattern.

If we look at the percentage increase in case of female
students in B.A. Part I, II and III Classes, it can be seen
from the table that, the percentage of female students has
remained fluctuating between 21.20 percent (1975-76) and
32.78 percent (1995-96).

: In conclusion it can be said tha@, in terms of
percentage, there is more than 5 percent increase in the

enrolment of female students in B.A. Part I, II and III Classes

between 1965-66 and 1995-96.
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The Data presented in Table 3.2 reveal that there is

significant increase in the total number of students enroled in
B.Sc. Part I, 1, and 1Il classes in institutions affiliated to
Shivaji University, Kolhapur. In the academic year 1965-66
the number was just 3,481 and it increased upto 15,265 in the

year 1965-1996.

However, when we compare percentage of male and
female students to the total, it can be seen that in all the

years percentage of male students has always remained far

greater than female students.

If we look at the percentage increase in case of female
students in B.Sc. Part I, II and III Classes, it can be seen
from the table that, the percentage of female students has
increased steadily between 12.66 (1965-66) and 36.67 (1995-
96). In the year 1965-66 percentage of female enrol'ment was
just 12.66 it increased upto 36.07 in the year 1995-96.

In conclusion it can be said that there is significant

i
increase in the enrgl ment of female students in B.Sc. Part I,

S

11 ar;d III Classes for. The female enrol'ment in B.Sc. classes

has trippled in the three decades.
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_The Data presented in Table 3.3 reveal that there is o

significant increase in the total number of students cnroled in
B.Com. Part I, 1I, and Il classes in institutions affiliated to
Shivaji University, Kolhapur. In the academic year 1965-66
the number was just 1,713 and it increased upto 21,338 in the
year 1965-1996.

However, when we compare percentage of male and
female students to the total, it can be seen that in all the
years percentage of male students has always remained far
greater than female students, this indicates gender disparity in
the enrolment pattern.

If we look at the percentage increase in case of female
students in B.Com Part I, II and III Classes, it can be seen
from the table that, the percentage of female students has
increased steadily between 4.31 (1965-66) and 38.09 (1995-
96). In the year 1965 — 66 percentage of female enrolment was
just4.31. It increased upto 38.09 in the year 1995 —96.

In conclusion it can be said that, there is significant
increase in the enrolment of female students in B.Com. Part I,

II and III Classes for selected years between 1965-66 and

59
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1995-96. The female enrolment in B.Com has increased 8

times in three decades.
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It can be seen from the data presented in the yt‘a_ble 34
that, if we consider the absolute number of female students
faculty-wise, it can be seen that the number of female
stqdents enroled in B.A. Part I, I and III is large as
compared to B.Com. and B.Sc. for all the selected years. For
instance, the number of girls enroled in B.A. in the year
1995-96 was 19,543 whereas in B.Com. this number was

8,129 and in B.Sc. classes it was just 5,598.

When we compare percentage of male and female
students to the total, it can be seen that for all the years and
for all the three faculties percentage of male students has
always remained far greater than female students, thereby
indicating gender disparity in the enrolment pattern.

If we examine the aggregate percentage of female
enrolment in all the three faculties it can be seen that, the
female enrolment percentage in the Arts faculty (see 8™ row)
B.A. I, II, & 1II) is largest of al!. In Arts faculty the
aggregate percentage of female students is 28.83 followed by

B.Sc. Classes, 26.08 percent, and in B.Com. classes 25.31

percent.

e
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In conclusion it can be said that, female students still
prefer faculty of Arts while enroling themselves in higher
educational institutions as compared to commerce and science
But the situation is changing and it is reflected in the
following observation. A notable observation is that, the
enrolment of female students in the faculty of commerce and
science is increasing at faster rate than that of Arts. For
instance, the enrolment of female students in Commerce
faculty has increased more than nine times during three
decades ( 4.31 percent in 1965-66 and 36.07 in 1995-96 ).
And, in Arts faculty, enrolment of female students has

increased only by 5.68 percent.
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It can be seen from that the data presented in the fgble
3.5 that there is gender-disparity in enrolment pattern in wé':ase
of all the faculties (i.e. B.A., B.Sc., B.com.) in all the four
districts. The percentage of enrolment of male students has
always remained far greater than the female students.

As far as female enrolment in the Arts faculty is
concerned, the data reveal that the average percentage of
female students is highest in the Sangli district (34.79 percent)
followed by Satara (31.09 percent), Kolhapur (27.54 percent)
and Solapur (26.32 percent).

The average percentage of female students enrolled in
Science faculty (B.Sc. I, II & I1I) is highest in Sangli district
(33.75 percent) followed by Kolhpur (30.00 percent), Solapur
(28.94 percent) and Satara (28.37 percent).

The average percentage of female enrolment in the
Commerce faculty is highest in Sangli district (31.95 percent)
followed by Solapur (31.50 percent), Kolhapur (31.26 percent)
and Satara (31.12 percent).

If we compare the inter district average female

enrolment percentage for all the three faculties it can be seen

101



S 182
that the enrolment of female students in all faculties taken

together is highest in the Sangli district (33.50 percent),

followed by Satra (30.33 percent), Kolhapur (29.6 percent) and

Solapur (28.75 percent).
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It can be secen from the data presented in the table 3.6

o =
that, the percentage of ( Post graduate (M.A. M.Sc. M.Com.

Part 1 and 1I) female students to the total has increased
steadily between 22.75 percent (1985-86) and 29.44 percent
(1995-96).

When we compare percentage of male and female
students to the total, it can be seen that for all the years and
for all the three faculties of P.G. (M.A. M.Sc. and M.com.)
percentage of male students has always remained far greater
than female students, thereby indicating gender disparity in the
enrolment pattern.

If we examine the percentage figures of aggregate
female enrolment in all the three faculties of P.G. (M.A. M.Sc.
and M.com.) it can be seen that, the female percentage in the
Science (M.Sc. part I, II) faculty is lafgest of all. In Science
P.G. classes, the aggregate percentag§: of female students is

30.51 percent followed by M.A. Classes, 28.67 percent, and in

M.Com. classes 16.31 percent.

<O
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The aggregate percentage trend thus suggest that in
recent ycars female students are more inclined towards Science

faculty.
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The data presented in the table 3.7 reveal that, the female
enrolment in various professional colleges has increased over
the years. Female enrolment in all the professional colleges
taken together was just 8.97 percent in the year 1970-71 it

has increase upto 23.27 percent in 1995-96.

When we compare percentage of male and female students
to the total, it can be seen that in all the years and for all
the professional collages, percentage of male students has

always remained far greater than female students.
If we compare the aggregate percentage of female

enrolment from 1970-71 to 1995-96 among the four types of

;
P

professional colleges, it can be that, the percentage of female

3

!
enrolment is greatest (34.90 percent) in the Medical colleges

followed by Education (17.85 percent), Law (14.33 percent)

and Engineering (8.84 percent).
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The data regarding caste-category wise distribution of
students enroled in shivaji University reveal that, the number
of students belonging to ‘Open’ category (other than various
reservation categories) has remained far greater than various
reservation categories for all the three selected years.

If we compare the enrolment percentage figures for
various reservation categories only, the data reveal that
percentage of O.B.C. students has remained higher, followed
by SCs, NTs, VJ and STs.

If we consider aggregate enrolment of students for all
the selected years, highest enrolment (77.30 percent) is from

the open category followed by SCs, O.B.Cs, NTs, VJ and

STs.
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The data presented in the table 3.9 shows that, there is ~\

significant increase in enrolment of students for the graduate
degrees. In the year 1965-66 there were just 52 colleges
affiliated to Shivaji University and the total number of
students registered for—their-graduate degrees was 22,013. In
the year 1995-96 the total number of colleges affiliated to
Shivaji University increased upto 234 and the number of
students registered for graduation upto 1,15,844.

It can be also observe that, there is significant increase
in enrolment of female students during thei?é decades. This is
reflected in the percentage of female enrolment. The
per(;entage of female enrolment which was 15.50 in the year

1965-66 has increased upto 29.63 in the year 1995-96. Thus

the female enrolment for graduation has aimost doubled in

three decades.

It is significant to note that, the total number of male
students registered for their gradgate degrees has always

remained far graduate than the female students in all the

S

years. This is also reflected in average percentage for three
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decades. The average percentage of male students is found to

be 76.78 percent and for female students 23.22 percent.
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