CHAPTERwII : THE SETTING

Location

The villages Donoll, Sarud agnd Kepashi are in Shahuwadi
talvka of Kolhopur district, They are situated on the Kolhapur-
Ratnagiri bus route f£ror Kolhapur it takes asbout ong hour to
reach these villages by bus, The villsge Donoli is situated on
the Kolhapur-Ratnagiri bus route and is 25 kilometres to the
wast of Kolhapur. 5 Kilomotres to the Northelicst of Donoli is
the village Sarud, end 10 Kilometres North-west of Donoli is the
villace Kapashl. These villages are situated at the foot steps
of the hills surrounding them,

Populgtion @

Anong the Untouchables, Mang along log far behind than
Mahars and Chambars, Frobably because they believe in preserving
thelr ethnic identity at the cost of economic progress. In
Maharashtra alone Mahar, Mangs and Chanbar constituted 35,12%,
32.,65% and 2,05% of the total Scheduled Caste population
respectively. Leaving those three castes of the Schaduled Caste
group the rest conotitute 10,07%, Mangs are less than Vahars
and more then Chembhars in the whole of NMahatashtra. According
to the 198) censug in Kolhepur district rural ares, the
Scheduled Caate catepory population constitutes 5.3% of the toial
population, owever, thoy are the least developed among the

three major castes constituting & majority population of the
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Sobeduled Coste Category in Mcharashtras It is the stubborn
ateitudes of the tangs that has kept them tied to thedr present

plight, Handfull of Mangs are ceonverted to Chrigstianity and
Eyddhism, Mshars and Chambars with tie leadership of Dr, B.R,
anbedkar who developed progressive, outlook and inproved their
‘ progressive, outlock and improved their conditdens,

Shshuwadi taluka vas fommerly kuown as Chanwad Mahal
until King C:hhatr@p'aei Shahu Mohagaj of Xolhagur repamed it by
clving his own npame o it., The totel area of Shahuwadi taluka
iz 1044 sa.kilomotres and comprises 0f 134 viliages with a total
population of 1,358,490 (One lekh thirty elght thousand four
hundred ninety only) ac per the 1981 census, it is considercd
as one of ¢he backeard teluka in Kolhgpur district. The
estimated nopulation and areca of the villages in 1986 is ap

follows
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Sarud 4804 036,00
Kapashi 2309 470,00
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Paddy, Jowar, Wheaot, Sugorcane and vogetables like

brinjals, chifiles, pulses, etc, are the main crops in the



taluka. However, the Mangs have not being able to benefit
themaelf from agriculture.

Climate 3

The average reinfall in Shahuwadi taluka is 140 centi
meters per year, The ciimate is not extreme but tomporate or
moderate,.

Otheyr Caste Groups in the
Viliages 3

The HMang compunity stays a little away from the main
village settlement which consists of castes like Jdeing, Marathas,

Lingayats etc, who have separate lanes.

soepities 3

These Vvillages have the ameplties like drinking water
facility, electricity, flour mill, hetels, grem panchayat,
telephone, postal services (Sarud and Kapashi), touring talkies,
Comgunity T.Ve at Gram Fanchayat O0fflce of Sarud and Kapashi anid
s> on, Sarud and Xapashi have also o school and a college,
Donold has a primary schopl, teekly market gathors at Sarud
and Kapasii which is attended by the people from nedghibouring
villagers.
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Transportation s

‘These viliages are well contected with each other and
to ¥olhapur city its district place by reqular buses vhich play
gvery one hour. Bealdes, tampos, tractors and trucks alsc help
tronsportatison, Some well & do villagers alse have thelr own
vehicles 1ike jeeops, motor-cycles and cycles.

Intar=caste Relations i

The interecaste relations gre norxwal and eordial.
Concaptions of impure and pure, untouchability can be seen only
smong eldor ¢eneration. Iin the tea ohvps the Hangs sit alony
with other caste pceople and drink tea. An important point to
be noted ie that the *Mang’ community and other Scheduled Caste
onter freely into ell the village temples. This is malnly
bocause of the great cfforts of Shaln tegharsej, B.R, Ambedkar,
Mghatma Plule, HMaharshl anpd Vitthal Ramaji Shinde ard other

great men of Maharashtra.

Bevelopment Agencies

All the three villages have & co-operative secliety.
Sfarud has a Bank of India and Kolhagpur District Central
Co=tperative Bank (K.D,C.C.) branch, 21l the three villaces

have a co-vperative dairy.



bt

BALASAHES KARDEKAR

Sl

TUY e ARIVER



17

In Sarwd, Kepashi and Donoli villages, only traditional
oecupationg are carried ocut hardly sllowing any scope for
inprovement or occupational change,. CGenerally rope making,
broom making and work of carrying deadly animals are thelr
occcupations., These occoupations help them to geot them bare
minimun mointenance. It is found that in these traditional
occupations gll the fanily members work for earning their
livelihoocd. Though jolnt faomilies are preferred but we gene-
rally find more mclear favwdliea apong the Mangs. The grown
boys cenerally separate [rom their parents after marriage,
Though child marriages are npod ol yet we fitid there is a
preference for esrly marriages. Somé changes in the attitudes

of the people towards ‘mate selection' can be seen.

Arbitration of disputes between only to fapdlics or
groups of Mangs is generally dons by the elderly jati leadess.
Their relations with other castes arz more or less ‘harmonicus®.
There is a growing tendency among them o take small loans for
various purposes from the Covermment and Co-operative Societies.
Even the elder qeneration exhibited a changa in thedr attitude

toward formel schooling,

Jowar, wheat, pulscg and vegetables iike brinjal,
chillies, oniong, lady f£inger, beszus, etc. ara their main food.

They are slso non-vaegetarian and ecat mutéon and beef, Thelr
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physigue is satisfactory. They cannot afford to give milk to
their babies and small children, Smoking becdies, chewing
tobaced and pan, and bectle muts are sone of the hablts of men

and y@uths;

There i5 & growing awareness about new type of dress
in the cammunity, They buy new clothes evary year for the
whole family, Thelir dresses do not dlffer much from the other
villagers, Aall the members of the compunity usually carry on
the profegsion of rope mgking, broom making and other related
edd jobs. The businesswen of the weekly marketz2 buy thelir
products £rom the villages of Sarud, Xgpashi and Donoli, It is
presmmed that a fomily eaming do not exceed ks, 1000 ¢t 1200
per year: Naturally, enough this mesgre amount is never
sufficiont for ther., In these amall viilages, siternative odd
jobs arc few, The earndng is limited and always less. Savings
are very rarcly found along the 'Mang® families,

Bajorlty of the own a marginal of § guntas « 20 guntas
of land and some arc landless. It means it 45 as good as having
no productive and irregular source of income. Though the
Cowppurative Movement nawely Sugar Foctories, Irrigation Systen,
cash crops, co-operative societies, hove been of some help o
given then some agricultural labour work, vet indcbtedness is
found srong then,
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Outside Contact ¢

They generally go outside in search of labour and
for visiting their nearby relastives or for some work in the
taluka place (Shahuwadl) or to Kolhapur city, the district

place. Urbenh visits are made twice or thrice in a vear.

Lxposure €5 hews-pepers, £ilms, radic ett. is iimiead
and is through the literate and educated of the villags., They
worship a mmber of e¢aote and viilage goddesses and gods,
spirits and sxcrifice of hens is coomon, They also held many
suserstaticzus bellefs.) Ia Servd, Donsdd and Kapashi though
theoy have the casSte temple 4t 45 in 2 dilapidated condition,

Cossiping a,tﬁ participating in bhajans are some of
their recreational activities, bLaziness amd 1dling away the time
is common. They go to sleep early at night and even slecp in the

aftornoon.

il
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Methodology

Mang arsocistion with thg people in Sarud, Kepashi and
Donold villages of cshahuwedi taluka hoppened o be very close.
I was also associated with the local schoonls and college at
Saryd, This acsooiation deepened my interest in this neglected
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comrpunity, I, thercfore, selected this community for my M.Phil.
resesrch, I spproached the local people frop differsnt Crosyw
seotions of tho soclety o understand theldr socicecconomic
raeligions and educational conditions as well as thelr achievo~
ment, 1 4ld all this with great interest,

Intervicw schedule was propared with o view to elicit
tha required information in the shortest period, Cut of Sarud,
Kepeshd and Donold villgges 100 families were ciosen for
interview., Tho survey patticularly hes given me an insight
for undeorstanding variouvs socic-ccommic aspects of the Mang

compunity.

one of my primary objectives In the study was to
undersgtand the attitudes of the Mangs towards education, nevw
coononic activities, marzisge, family, health and othar aspects.
By doing so, I wanted to understand their genoral attitude
tovards planned prograsmes peant for thedr upilfiment,

I did rot foce any problems for establistdng close
contact or rapport with the Mang conmunity people becsuse ohe
of the important leaders of 'Saruvd’ village was a close friend
of my brother who was also the Principal of the Gollege dn

Sarud,



I started out the data collected into simple
stétistical {(vnivariable) tables an gnalysed thom along
with the sdditional help of 'Case Studdes'. Rocords and
documents were also used whorever negessary, Tie period

of data collecotion was for a period of 1 month i.e. November
1085,



