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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION TO THE SUBJECT

India’s social structure is a unique blend of diverse
religionae, cultures and racial graup#. Historically, India has
‘been a hospitable land to nunerous imﬁigrants and invaders from
distant parts of Asia and Europe. The cultural patterns of these
alien settlers have, dver the past wmany centuries, beeﬁ
intar&oven with the native culture to produce India’s glarious
cultural heritage.

The uniqueness of Indian social structure lies in its
it admist ﬁiversity. Thare 1is striking diversity betusen
various :Qmmﬁﬂinities % groups in kinship and marriage rites,
cuatm&s, inheritance aﬁd modes of living.

The Insian society today is divided into numerous
castes and sub~castes, each having its distinctive place in
social hierarchy, but at the same time, castes of a region form
part of 4single social framework. Inspite of thess numerous

social, cultural religious and racial divarsities, India still

remains a largerly unified society. India is a political entity
every part of ehich is governed under the same Constitution.

India iz & developing country & having the second
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higher pcpuiatian of the World. The natural resources are fau,
though the industrialisation taking place, it is very difficult
to feed such 4 large population because the income & expenditure
does  not  tally. It has 4 big variation. So study like socio-
sconomic conditions af any ﬁmail part of India is very impoartant.

The aim of any scientific study of inguiry is connected
with the life pattern and problems of the people, nature and
research investigations is confined with limited field jurdiction
on  one and secondly with specific strength of people having the
Ccommon condition of life generally impl&éé tha housing and habi-
tation matter, The occupation similaritias and'cganges and varia-
tion on if occured in the material outlook towards life and
aspect of material culture,
POPULATION ¢

In tarms of the siie of population, India is the %econd
largest cadntry in the world, next to China. China stands on the
top with 1,140 million people. India’s popul#tion constitutes
nearly 14 percent of the total world population while her geo-
graphical: area is only 2;42 par cent of the waéld area. With such
a Huge gmpulatian td support on s0 small an area, tha country
finds itself in great difficulty in making any significant dent

on his poverty and economic backwardness. India’s national in-
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come, which i+ 'barely 2 percent of the total glabal income,

clearly shows the tremendous strain of population on her sconomy.
19091 CENESUS HIGBHLIGHTS

Fopulation of India Total : 843,930,861

Male 437,597,929

-

Feamale ¢ 406,332,922
GCecennial population growth 1981~-21

{a) Absolute

1]

160,601,764

(b} Percentaga 3 EE,SQ

Dansity of Population : &7 per sg km
Sex ratio 1 P27 females per 10603 males

BIRTH AND DEATH RATES «

The biréh rata is projected to decline from 3I0D.9 foq
1986~%1 to 27.8 for 1991-95 andvdeath rate from 10.8 to 7.3 for 
the corresponding period,

PdVERTY g

Povarty is socio—economic phenomenon which defines any
precise definition, its concept and content varies from country
to country Jdapending upon‘what a particular society accepts a
resonably goad living standard for ,itg psople. Thus, in
California, UZSA it would not be surprising if a family ouwning

less than tud cars may be dubbed as poor. But in India, poverty
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the povarty line comprise largely those whose consumption is very
1

low and who have little physical resources of production, Quita

often they are luocated in the climatically unfavourable regions

with extrengly low and fluctuwating levels of production, incoms

and meager avenues of gainful employment.

Percentage of population living below the poverty lina.

Rural Urban Total
1977-78 | 51.72 38.2 a8.3
1583-84 | - 40 .4 . 28.1 37.4
1584-85 39.9 C 7.7 | 26,9
1989-90C , 28.2 19.3 25.8

Povarty and illiteracy in India are the main causes oﬁi
India’s backwardness. It was inevitable that during. India's,
struggle from freedom the political aspect of independence over
shadowed every things else yet from its ‘earliest beginnings,
Indian natinnaliﬁm had a largs element of economic thinking and
social reform. The 4moments motivating thé social reforms in
fndian.>scciety meﬁe considered as a part and parcel of the more
broad basas fresdonm movement organized by the liberal leaders.
India and it was transferred into agitation from by the revolu-

tionaries ard leaders af leaftrust thinking.



PROGREEE OF EDUCATION

A

There bhas been a graat deal of accamplisﬁment in the
field of a2ducation since indep2ndence. The number of récognised
uducatiénal institutions has increased from 2.31 lakh in 1951 to
aver 7.&1 lakh by the end of 1767-88. The total enralment over
the same period has increased from about 24 willion to 144
million. The national stock of educated manpower is estimated to
have in:r;ased from .less than 4 million in 19351 ¢to about 50O

million by the end of 19B87-88.

All India Literacy Rates (Parcent)

‘.Year Male Famale Totai;
19G1 . 2.8 C.& 5.3
1911t 10.6 1.1 5.9
192t 12.2 1.8 7.2.
1931 15.6 2.9 2.5
1941 24.9 | 7.3 1&.1
1951 24.9 7.9 16.7
1961 | T 1Z3.0 23.06
1971 | x%.5 18.7 29.5
i9et 46.% ‘ 24.8 J&.2
1991 - &3.8& I2.42 52.11



THE VARIATION IN DCCUPﬁTiOﬂ OF INDIAN PEOPLE

The pattern of GSocial life in Indian Sociaty is
governed by thes traditional value system having little wvariation
at different habitation lavels. In the ancient time thas Barter
Economy  uwas there,Apﬂople live wcattered.  Animal hunting and
forest fruits were the things for their food. The f{(ime ha;
changed peoaple live in a group and discovered the agriculturg
system, at that time Agriculturs was the main source for their
lifa., After many years groups changed into society and people
laarnt morae. Then the trade took place with the sxchange of goods
this is known aw Efchangn Economy . With halp of trade & transport
people deavaeloped their life upto the inaustriglisation.

The

1]

O jo-economic conditions are relativelyi
responsible for protecting or stimulating any living Populatiaﬁ
within largar habitation complex. Unless the nations connected
with wtandard of living ace unkngwn, one cannot asses the natuva __

of "Cocio-aconomic conditions®.
NATICNAL INCOME

National income is the sum fatal of money value of all the final
éouda and sarvices produced in a country during the period of one
vaar.

The Iﬁdian ecancm? posted a meagar 1.2 percent growth

in real terms during 1991-92 as against S.2 real terms during



1971-92 as against 5.4 percent in the pravious year wh{lé per
' v v

capita income in real tarms declined by 1.1 percent. This “"Unsat-

isfactory" pearformance was largely due to the negati#e groawth

recarded by the two most important sectors of the economy =

agriculture and manufacturing. |

Raferring to the per capita income, the CE0 estimates
showed that the per capita income in real terms is estimated at
Rs.2,178 for 1991-92 as against Rs.2,199 for 1990-91%, registgrin§
a decreass of (-) 1.1 percent during the year. But the per capitg
incoma at.current.prices is eatimataq at Re.5,528% in 19%91-22 as
against Ri., 4,934 for tha previous yéiﬁ‘

Thé estimates show that at conatant prices, thé
national . income  in 1991-%72 rose by 0.9 percent to Rs,l,Eb,li#’
Crore fwa$ Ri3.1,684,440 craore in 199G~-%1. At curvrent prices, th;
national income for the year was estimated at Re.4,135,947 crmné
in 1990-91, an increase c% 12.3 percent. | |

The countery’'s gross domestic product (GDP) is eastimated
ta grow at the rate of 6.2 percent in the ﬁurrent fiscal year,
conpared to 4.3 percent in 1994-95. The GDP at factor cos at
constant (1980G-8B1) prices in the year 1995—%6 is likely to attain
; leval of 55.2,6&,537 crare compared to Rs.2,51,013 crore in the
previous year.

fAccording to guick estimates released by the Central
Statistical Organisation (LSO} on February %, 1994, the rate of

growth in net per capita incomse is alseo likely to fall fram 4.8
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parcent in 1994-95 to 4.4 percent in the current fiscal wyear. The
fall iz attributed to lower rate of growth in the farm sector
which is anticipated to grow at I percent compared to 4.% percent

in the previous vaar.

The per capita incéme in real tarms has baan estimated
at Rs.2,50& as comparsd to the gquick gitimates far the year 1994~;
2?5 of Rs.i,aoi.

The substantial wvariation in per capita income is.
attributed to rise in population from 904 wmillion in 1994-93 (o
20 millign in the current yaar. The ;aée aof growth of population

ramainad constant at 1.8 percant,

“The “Mation" of wstandard living could be further!
cleared, If wa will refer the concept of minimunm level of livingg
as ifmplied to and indicated by V.N. Statistical Commission. Iqi

all the following components were indicated by the abova

1Y Health.

3

Education.

e

Food consumption and nutrition.
43 Employment conditions.

5% bHousing.

&) Recreation.

73 Labour conditions.

8} Claothing.

PR



F¥ SBocial sscurity.
.
103 Human Fraedom.

In the light of the above componants, one caﬁ salect
and study some of ths componaents who are influencing the Sncia—.
economic  conditions and the standard of living of Indian massas
imposes independent Indian sociaty.

Bocio~economic conditions means the Eoncial & Ecmncmiaalj
Status of the individugl. The Social % economical status 9o b -
in hand. Social status depends upon the economic conditions of
the individﬁal. It may be daring to say that any damn individual
may get aociél atatuﬁtif he is financi;tly atrong.

While considering . the study . of social-economic
cnnditiunﬁ‘ are  raelated with the factors mentioned in abuve;
paragraph Qiz. Health, Education, Food consumption, Nutrition?
Tato,.

EMPLOYMENT CONDITIONS

A5  per the Census of 1981, the populatian wés dividad
into main worksrs, marginal warkers and non—workers. Tha figures
of only these broad groups dre availabla, In the 1971 census,
population was dividéd into workers and nON-warke rE .« In 1971,
there lmere ? categorias (cultivators, agricultural, labourars,
'liveﬁtack, foraastry, fishing, 2tc. mining and quarrying, manufac-
turing and processing, construction, trade and commerce, trans-

port, storage and comnunication, other services: and non-workers.



The employment conditions of the Class—IV amployees are

1

not upto the mark. As well as their time of work is ao&e wihat

odd, dirty and hazardous.

Gtill the  socavengaers have to carry dirt on their
shoulders or hsad they have not been pravided mask and handgloves .
by the corporation. The sweepers have to wake up early in the
marning & gather in the carparatinn<ward where the work and araa:

has been  allotted by the Ward Inspector/Mukadam likesviise the

labours working in City Enginesring Department % Water Works have

the face thé same problem.

The Drainage & Barbage Workers have to vork according‘
to the instrustions given by the Mukadam as well as they have to
satisfy the Municipal Corporators and BGeneral Public. Thea re*x}

quired equipment area also not provided to these people, they hava?

~to face health and skin disease many time.

Due to the above type of work the smployees do not have

any social status & they have to work below dignity of human
being.
HQXN SOURCE OF INCOME

Tﬁe economic cmnd;tinn af the individual depends upon
the monthly earnings like Wages & Ealary, Landed propevrty, Sav~
ings in  the wvarious sources like Bank,  Post, LIC,V Businses,
Trade, Agrizulture income, Rent of the houses & interest on
investmant 1like Shares, Debenturss, Bonds, Certificates, Fixed

deposits eto.



Particularly spesaking ;bput the topic tbe main %durﬁe
of the income of the Class-IV employees is salaryv only. The
salaries ars paid monthly as well as the salaries ara not. suffi-
cieant to cater the daily needs of one standard size family., Ewven
they can not meet day to day hand to mouth. That is why the
sconomic conditions of thé Claﬁs-IV‘gmplcyees is always g¢ritical
% they have heavy ladden.

.FAMILY BACRBROUND

Family background also plays a vital role in pointing
out the saci§~e:onam;c conditions of the individuals. A standard
size family wall éducated % having good relations among
themselves &‘having good income, maintains a good social status
in the society.

Unfcrtunately wa find rare cases like this in India.
‘India is & over populated country & the peopla want have any
importance of family plSnﬂimg programue due to illiteracy B
superstitions and certain faiths & beliefs. The family planning
programme remains on paper only.

Due o the big family, the family maembers could not

live the atandard life. Also thae income of people is few and due

to this the people have to face many problems like starvation.
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. FAMILY EBUDGET

Budgéting iz the very important aspect/tool o keep the
control on expensaes. If any parson makes proper budgeting and
according to his iocome & acts accordingly he will be the aost.
successful  person. Budget is the monetary planning for future. -
Proper budgeting is the bast tool tg face futurs problams.

Unfoartunately the Indian people are not habituated with:
the family budget & that why their expenditure‘is more than their{
incaome. Caertain aspect like Foodgrains, Vegetables, Milk, Fuel,_
Mazat, Huusing, Clothing, Medicina, Edq:atian, Entertainment, no
doubt reguives the money but with ﬁéip af prapef planning &
budget avoided and the monesy can be saved. Eubenﬁes on celebra-
tions of . festivals, superstitions, occasions like marriagea;;
unnecessary gifts, expenses on habits must be avoided.

Japan, Russia, China % India are developing lwith the "
help of proper planning &lbudgeting. For fast development & té"
facea the'big prablémﬁ praper planning & budgating is a must.

CONDITIONS OF WABES

wage is the major problem in India for bath the privatae
% public section. No@ a days ths peoples ;ra running towards
urban Area to get the job. As dus to uncertainty of rain & over
population the agricultural field is facing problems & the people
da not want  to depend upon their landed property. They want
instant money while the agriculturist has to wait for one year to

get the waney fraom land.

-
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Apart  from  that Indian agriculture is faciég tha
. v

problems of fartilizers, new techniques, hybrid seeds, improved
seeds, @aodern tools to cultivate the land. Due to ahoétage of
abovae tha production of agriculture is reduced. And dus to the
less production the farmers got the least income from agricul-.
ture, Whan tha incoma is reduced thg living standard also falls.
From the agriculture the farmers can not wmake money.

B the other'hind there is surety & security of cer?ainE
income from any type of employvment. Feople also want to lead the
urbanised iife. They run towards the urban are, and that is why
the unemployment prbblem is also increasad. The émployer takel
undue advaﬁtage of this uneaployment problem & pay the wages
below the }eval decided by the Government.

Fortunately for the public sector wages are paid?
Caccording to tha rules 3 reagulations framed by the Bcvernmenb.i
But large no. of family members one can not manage the- fami1§:~
axpenses  in  the income he received. The expenses to run  the
family are always out of limit than the wages they drawn. Apart
from this the employees spend more on Faestivals, Superstitions,
Habits etc; which creates the sconomic crisis for them.

HOUSIMG CONDITIONS

Housing conditions is one of the important factor of
socio—-eaconom.c  study. If a individual has a good built house he
has got wore status in society. If a individual live in a unbuilt

houwuse he will not get more status than the person who is having



good or well built house. It is‘said that “The wman is knswh by
. . _
the company which he ke2eps" likewise the soCio~aconomic
conditions can be predeacted by the house keeping .af the
individual.

Ganerally the Class—IV employees though thay have their:
own  houses found living in sium argas or zopadpatti atc. do not
get any social staﬁus. The housing conditions of these emplcyees:
ara vary poor. The emp;oyeea have ta face the problams of waﬁer,
as they have to fetch the water from common water taps providad
by the carﬁmratimn‘where there is possibility of gquarrel at any
time. | |

In ﬁl&m ar ropadpatti area there is. always problem of
Watar, Sanitary, Lighting, Lavatory facilities as these are théf
COMmon faciiitiea provided by the corporation. As the facilitieg%
“are non satisfactory which is also not suitable % good for the .
health.

Fortunately, Solapur Municipal Corporation has provided
the better sanitary underground drainage facilities & lighting
facilities to the péople.

| L. OANS

WNow a dayé it is fashion to borrow the loans & tendency
is day by day increased. People search for the reasan to borrow
the loan. “hg loan may be drawn for the purchasing of site,

construction af house, marriages of daughters & sons, education,

business or trade etoe. But in majority of cases tha loan is drawn
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to repay the previous loans dravn by them & for the soma non
pronctivaA ibama‘like Mopeds, TV, Motor C&cl&, Fresze, Cupboard
etc.

The sauvceg_af drawing the loan are of diffarant nature
like Bank Co-operative Socisties, Maney Lenders, Friends &1
Relatives etc. Generally it is aﬁﬁerved that majority of thej
paople from the Class—IV categoryAEake the benefit of all thise.
BOUPTESE o

Loan is a suﬁh a thing that can be drawn ea«ily but'the
repavment of the loan is a very difficult task. When a individual
unable to pay the loan in stipulatad ﬁgriod the interest on thef
loan is increases and the time comes whera the same individual
draws the aﬁather loan to repay the first,

'Luan from Money Lenders i the worst thing of thaa

S wniverse. The interest of the money lenders is wvery highé

comparatively ¢t the Banks or Co-operative sociaties. When one

takes loan frum the money lander he goes in the depth or wvalley
from where he can’t nove up. So those people wha are having 1oan.
af any type hava not social status.
EAVINGE

Savings is one of the important aspect to study the
soci-egconomic conditions. ESavings is made for better future.
Cavings can he made fraom the income retrenching the expenditure.
Savings is alsn known as planning tool. If a individual is having

lot of bark balance he is a good social status. Savings is made
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to face future pqoblemg.

Eut‘ thvie quality is lacking in the Indian people in
general. Thesy are satisfied with the compulsory savings through
social savings schemaes like Provident Fund, Pension etc. Very fauw
parcantage of people t§y to ﬁave‘their money in Post, Bank,‘ LIé
gtc. Only the rich class haé been found the attitude of ﬁavings..

HABITS

" Almost  all .the paople are habituated at lsast one nf
the habits. Bué here habit in sense illegal voices like Drinking,
Emoking, Gambling etc. Generally lower class employeses found
habituated with the habit like Pan,-TSBacca, Bidi, Cigarettes,:
Cauntry Limdcr, Drugs like Banja etc. But ?oé all these things
MNa Yy iﬁ.ﬁequired and nouw a days all the above aentioned item%j
Mava becoms costly, particularly Alcohol and Cigarettes are not
affordable ta the Class IV amployees.

There is a ten&ency amongst the emploveses to éet fhrigh
powar kick froa all these habits to get the relief from the daily’
work & domestic problems and that is why they go for the habits.
like liquor ganja, shindi (tadi} etc. Some times they wmay borrow
the loan to satisfy their thirst of habits,

| ‘ Due to these types of habits the economic conditions
are collapsed & they loose their social status in the eyes of

public in genseral.
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