
Bidi Industry is one of the most unorganised agro

industries which occtpies an important place in National 

economy of the country today. It provides employment to 

not less than 50 lakhs of people, most of whom are women 

workers. It is an important source of employment to the 

lower-middle-class women largely coming from economically 

affected* The present study, thus aims at studying the 

social background, economic condition housing conditions 

and their standard of living by selecting some bidi 

centres of Nipani.

First of all I, thus thank and esqpress my deep sense 

of gratitude to Dr.Mrs.V.M.Kashalikar, M.A. Ph.D., Reader 

and Head of the Department of Economics, Devchand College, 

Arjunnagar, my research guide, for encouraging me to 

undertake the present research work, and for sincere all 

prompt help and scholarly guidance through all the stages 

of the study, without her keen interest, patient reading 

and valuable suggestions, this work would r»t have 

materialised in the present form, however, for any 

deficiency, I prefer to remain indebted to Dr .Mrs. V.M.

Kashalikar.



My special thanks are also, due to Dr.M.O .Kashalikar, 

principal, Devchand College, Arjunnagar, for spending his 

valuable time in discussion about research work, and for 

his valuable suggestions in carrying out the present task.

It is a pleasant duty to egress my warmest gratitude 

to Dr. R.L.Moktali, Head of the Department of Commerce 

College, Kolhapur for sparing his, valuable time in 

preparing questionnaire and discussion a research design 

of the present study.

I thank, also, Prof. Subhash Joshi, prof. H.s.Bagwan, 

Dr* P.M.Herekar, Prof. B.M.Savadi, who have encouraged from 

time to time through all the stages of the present study.

I thank shri.Shukla, Librarian, Shri. R.P.Shah, 

Devehand College, Arjunnagar and Librarian, Shivaji 

University, Kolhapur for extending readily all the 

necessary library facilities throughout the completion of 

the present study.

In this research work, I must also espress my 

gratitude to the various bidi manufacturers in Nipani i.e. 

Shri. Ramesh Pai Partner of Bharath Bidi Factory,

Shri. R.V.Kadam, Managing Director of M/s.Pistol Bidi 

Works, Shri. Adam Gadakari, Manager of Pistol Bidi Vforks,



Shri.Bapulal Desai, Manager of Vilas Bidi Factory#

Shri. Powar Manager of Mom in Bidi Factory# shri. P.D. Ingale# 

Partner of Sambar Bidi Factory, Shri.R.A.Bawa, Proprietor 

of Bawa Bidi Works# Shri. Jadhav Labour Officer#

Shri. S.M. Bagban# shri. D.A.Mahajan for providing 

valuable information and data.

Lastly# I must extend my most sincere thanks to 

Shri. D.M. Borgave# Nipani for his neat and artistic 

typing viork# without which# this dissertation could not 

have taken shape.

KOLHAPUR.

JUNE 1995 M. M. BAGBAN


