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PREFACE

The present study pertains to an estimation of cost of 

production of bidi tobacco and its bearing on price in Nipani 

Tract. In recent years# the issue of cost of production of 

agricultural commodities has become a point of controversy 

among economists# politicians# farmers# traders, etc. A very 

strong agitation was launched in 1980 by bidi tobacco growers 

of Nipani Area demanding the price which covered cost of 

production and government purchase of tobacco produce at that 

price. This incident provided an incentive i to take up the subject 

for investigation. Nipani Tract# which formed a concentrated 

region of production,of quality bidi tobacco# in India was# 

therefore# chosen.

I take this opportunity to express my deep sense of 

gratitude to the office bearers of the Central Excise 

Department, Agricultural Produce Market Committee and Tobacco 

Research Station at Nipani for providing vital information. 

This work would have been impossible but for the valuable 

responses of the sample farmers. I am grateful to them.

Thanks to those individuals# traders and officials who 

extended their helping hand during the course of my study.

The study was conducted under the guidance of 

Dr. R.R. Doshi# Department of Economics# Shivaji University, 

Kolhapur. Without his keen interest# patient reading and
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valuable suggestions# this work would not have materialised 
in the present form. However, for any deficiency, X prefer to 
remain indebted to Dr, Doshi,

I extend my sincere thanks to Shri V.G. Chopade for 
typing work and Shri H-JM^ Jagtap for preparing graphs.

Kolhapur 
May 28 * 1984 (B.M. Savadi)


