PREFACE

The present study pertains to the development of
irrigation facilities in Chikodi taluka of Belgaum district
during 20-Point Economic Programme period., Irrigation has
its important place in agricultural production. In recent
years with increasing population and economic development, the
demand for agricultural produce is increasing, but unstable
rainfall conditions are creating problems in this field. In
such situations the irrigation development has become an
essential precondition for agricultural development in the
country. 20-Point Economic Programme was mainly declared to
break the economic stagnation and speed up economic development.
Considering the importance of agricultural development in the
overall economic development and the importance of irrigation
development in agricultural development, top priority was
given to irrigation development in Revised 20-Foint Economic
Programme of~}982. The Karnataka State Government has declared
different irrigation schemes, especially for the benefits of
poor fammers, under this programme, These schemes were ideal
but were not implemented successfully and were not benefitting
to the poor farmers, These short comings provided an incentives
to take up the subject for empirical investigation. Due to
absence of development of other sectorg, the economy of Chikodi
taluka is dominated by agriculture, and hence the taluka was

chosen, in present investigation as a case study in these

respects.,
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