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MalIR PINDINGS ANL SUGGESTICNS

5.1 INDAOUUCTIGH

In this last chapter we present a brief resume of the
earliier chapters, the major findings o©of our study and the

suggestions based on them.

Se2 IHE PRUBLLM

In the ficst chapter we have stated that the studies il
agricultucral lszbkourers conductad 30 far have cOuo up with ithe
maijor problems of agritultural labsurers in Indiaz and that
ve wonted o examine the conditions of agriculiurel labour ip
one artdicular village of the Konkan Reglon, It is an
cgtablished fact that Konken Reglom is one of the most poor
ragions of lMaharashtre state, The conditions of the agriculsural
labourers in such regdom are worse than thely counterparts in
tne other reglons, The maln problem under study was thus, to
L{ind out the exaat.canéitiana of the agricultural labourers in
he village and t@ exaning the changes in their éon&itimmﬁ

during the lest forty yeass,

%

Az roported garlier the case study method was £o0llowed by

concontrating on an intensive study of the agricultural labougecs
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in the rhanasavale village wiith a sample sucvey covering 506%
labourers wes conducted with the help of an elaborate schedulau
(appended) « The primery daie s8¢ collected was analysed and

the conclusions have céen drawne. It has, ©f course, teen

supported by the relevaat secondary data,
Hed HAJGL PIRLINGS 3
Following are the major findings ©f cur study 3

1. Host of the agricultural labourers surveyed belinged to the
age group of 18 to 60 vears althoygh sama of the respondents
have alsO reporied the cases of ¢hild labour {(Jable Ko, 4,1)

and Table N, $.2)

2.  1he analysis Of thé caste structure showd that all of them
belonged to the bachward cestes including scheduled castes
and other Backward Class, Thus, agricultural labour is
mainly constituted by ihﬂ lower castes Of the society
{Table. No. 4.3).

3 The average size of family of the respoandent has bsen
5 to € and most of the respondent families had more than
cne person working as an agricultural labourar(Table No, 463

and Table No. 4445,

§ dhe incidence of female labour has also been prominent
apong &1 the respondents, but a few (lable No, 4,1 and
Teble NOsded)e
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The liveracy percentage has improved perticularly during
the last decade {(Zable NHoe. 4.5)e

ags ragards the housing faclilitics, in the past, very few
Pakka houses wore owned by the agricultural labourers but

now the situstion is changed for the retter(lable NO.d.7).

The drinking water faclilities have alse improved although
beth guantitatively and qualitatively they leave much to
hee desired (Table No.4.8),

Ag regards the land holdings, it is seen that wost Of the
agricultural labourers are only wndrginal facrmers with

uneccnanic size of farm (Table NO, 4¢9),

These having the land holding also have the livestock but
again the average livestoeck population is very low

(Table KOs 4.101 L

‘ihe pumber of milch animals with the labcurers is also
inadecuate leading to lower consumption of milk (Table No.
4610> *®

Regarding the income ©f labourers surveyed, it has been
found that ! for the high income famiiies (Thirdé categoery
respondents in ocur analysis havipg relatively highex
income) , the major compositdon is of Qagewinccma and for
these who have lower incomes, have to depend upn the
subsistence farming and the income from scme other sources

(lable No.4ell),
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i2, The poaymont of wages is substantially improved in the sense,
that most of the labourers are paid as per the rovised
minimum wages, However, the minimun wage itself is nét
minimum considering their needs (Table No, 4.17).

13, 1The female lakour is still discriminated against the wale
labour in the payment of wages and the wages received by

a fenale labour are esxiremsly low (Table No, 4416),

lg, The exp&ndituxe analysis shows that lower the income
haghex iz the ex@enaicure, conseyuently the poorest of the .
peor have huge de;icitﬁ which thay'nommally cover by
accepting leans at exhorbitant interest (lable No, 4,14),

1% ‘The composition of expenditure shows interestingly that
the low income labourers have & larger proportion spent on
non food items, These non £00d ltams includde consumption

of tobacco, pan and liguor (Table No, 4.13),

16, 1in respect of average employment available, it is observed
that the extent of unemployment is almost of 185 days for
all the labourers (Tacle No, 4.15).

Thus, the study-shaws that desplte same marginal improvement
in the living conditions ef agricultural labourers, the twin

problen OFf poverty and unamploymenb is still & cause of

concern,



a2

5,5 HUGULESTLONS 3

Taking into consideration - the findings above we oifer the
foliowing suggestions for the Lfurther im rovement in the

conditions of the agricultural labourers in Konkan Region.

1. he potential of irriyation facilitdes should be exploited

further with a view to increasing the level of irrlgation,

Ze A5 & concrete remedy over tho problem ©f substantial
unemployment we fell that the Employment Guaxanitse Scheme
(68) should pa modified for Konkan Regidn in the £ollowing

wWeYe §

In such district éuitanle industrial centres should he
cetablished for a ¢luster of 10 to/;s villages ©of @ subwregion.
It nesed not be necessarily a politdcal suberegion and rather the
domarcation of suberegion should be guided by the considsration
of ihe availsbility of natural rescurces and the production
of major crops, for Example, alphansofrango), Cashew and
Cogontt are the threea major horticultural produces taken in
tha Ronksn Reglion, 1f the canning of these fruits and processing
of sane of them are undertaken on & large scale by the
iscdugtries centres, wage employment can ba provided to a number
of job seskers all around the ymar, Such modifications in the

BCS will certainly provide an effective solution for the sroblem

of uvnemployment,
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The rastructuring of minimusn wages and a revisiom in them
are necesgary. The present minimum wage £or the area

under study 45 Rs. 14,00 per day which should be revised at
least upto Rs, 20,00 per day,

For improving the drinking water facilitles 1t iz suggested
that a conmen reservoir for § to 6 willag:s which are
gecgrarhically adjacent could be provided with the tap
could be provided with the tap connections for all the

villagess.

It is cbserved that the cattle population is not having
eitaux proper iiving conditions or medical facilitles, <forx
overcoming this problem the financial assistance should be
provided by the nationallzed banks for constructicn of .
cattle shads and the veterinary health services should bs

properly streamlined.

sith the growing &wsreness ameng the agricultural labourers
the organization of labourers, on the lines of trade unim
with the inltial ocvitside leadership, should he encouraged

SO as to ensure a better hargsining power.

last vt not the least the non essentlal expenditure
particulerly on tobacco &nd llguor should be dlscouraged by
suitable campaigning of the adverse effects of such habits,

ﬁﬂggﬁu BAM}S&H;‘E;} HE T
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Be6 CLHICLUSION

In esnclusion, it may be stated that the problems of
agricultural labourers qin Phanasavale and many 3uch villages in
the Konkan Region can e dealt wii:‘n sguarely if the political j
leaders, the various agencles of the /7 Sovernment, the voluntary \
organizations and abcwé all the labourers themselves take up
the challenge soriously by confronting the problems rather

than running avay from them,



