CHAPTER FIVE: CHANGES IN SIZE PATTERN OF OPERATIONAL
' HOLDINGS= STATES. '
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The previous chapter analysed the changes that took

place in the pattern of operational holdings at the

macro level refsesrring to the position of India as a whole,
Broad conclusions could be established from the analysis,
Rs a further step, a micro-level analysis can be attempted
to bring out the relative position of different states
through inter-state comparisgn of the variations that have
taken place in the past, This is the task of the present

chap ter,
5.1 AGRICULTURAL LABOUR ENQUIRY : 195p-51

The first indication of the statewice details of
land holding after independence is available from the
Report of the First Agricultural Labour Enquiry Committee,
The formation of the states thén was different from the
one which emerged after states reorganisation in 1956

statewise details are given in Table 5,1

Referring at the putset to thetaverage shize of"the- land
holding, it appears that the states having average size
of more than 10 acres were in their decending order
saurashtra (29,57), Kutch (22), Bhopal (19.05), Coorg
(17.71), Rajastan (16.90), PEPSU (15,40), Hyderabad (14,09)
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Madhya Pradesh (13,90), Madhya Bharat (12,70), Punjab
(11,83) and Ajmer (11,46), Importantly, excepting Coorg
and Hyderabad States all were From north India,
particularly from central and north-west regions, No

such peculiarit§ could bé observed in case of the remaining
states, The states having holding size averaging betueen

5 and 10 acres were Assam, Orissa, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi,
Vindhya Pradesh, Bombay and Mysore, The states Falling
into the bottom category of having less than 5 acre holding
uefa Travanéore & Cochin, Manipur, Tripura, West Bengal,
Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir and Bilaspur states,
These were the states from eastern, northern most and

southern most parts of India,

So far as average holding oF’the land was concerned,
though the mpdal range was, by and larqge, between 5 and 25
acres, the distribution of land among the various size
groups was skewed with inter-state difference, Extreme
concentration of land holdinngs could be observed in few
states where the average size of land holding was guite high,
For instance, holdings having moere than 25 acres of land
numbered 15 percent and covered 52 percent area in Madhya
Pradesh, CorfBSponding percentages were 21 and 56 for

Bhopal, 30 and 65 for Kutch, 50 and 74 for Saurashtra, 20
and 56 for Rajastan and 16 and 53 for Hyderabad, The most
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extreme case was that of Coorg where 9 percent holdings

above 25 acres commanded 75 percenf area, Predeominance
of holdings below 5 acres was noticed in case of Manipur,
Tripura, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Travancore &

Cochin, Bilaspur, Assam, Bihar, Madras, Orrissa, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal,

3.2 NATIONAL SAMPLE SURVEY ¢ SIXTEENTH AND SEVENTEENTH
ROUNDS

The changes in the size pattern of operational
holdings in 1960-61 and 1961-62 as per NSS 16th and 17th
rounds respectively are given in Table 5,2, For convenience
of analysis, on the basis of this table tuwo separate
tables (Tables 5,3 and 5,4) have been prepared indicating

therein only the direction of change in the number and area

of operational holdings in 1961-62 over 1960-61, Here plus
sign indicates increase and minus sign decreass, The
direction of change is of éreater importance in the context
of this analysis since it reflects the overall trend; the
degree of change, therefore, is considered secondary and

hence not brought into the discussion,

To begin with, Table 5,3 reflects the directions of
changes in the number of holding with reference to the size
of hoidings. On perusal of the table, it appears ‘that in

1961-62 compared to 196p0-61 there was over all decline in the
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Table 5.3

Direction of change in number of holdings in
1961-62 over 1960-61

: Upto 5 : 5to 3 10 to 25 ::5 gcres :Igt¢
States 3_acres 210 acres: acres abovs

Column numbers from Table 5.2
4 6 8 10 : 12 14 31 16 18 20 22 1 24 26 28 :30

+
+

‘Andhra Pradesh - - " * LR . R - % &
Assam *+ - - & + - - % - - - -« 0 %
Bihar - 4+ % + + = + = - - % %
Gujarat + + + + + + + + + + +
Jammu & Kashmir -+ + + + 0 +* + - 0 %
Kerala B S S +* - 0 - - - - - - -
Madhya Pradesh - - % + - -+ o+ - o = -
Madras * - +* - + - - - - - 4
. Maharashtra + o+ - - 4+ + 4+ + +
‘karnataka - - 4 = | + o+ + 2+ 0+ - b - - ¢
Orissa - o+ +> + + + + + * 0 - + 4+
Punji’ | - = - - - - - - - - - - -
'Rajastan + + + - + 4+ .+ o+ 4+ + o+ 4+ o+
Uttaf Pradesh - - - % + - + o+ o+ o+ + = - -
Uest‘Bangal - 4+ + ; + ; - - - 4 + - +
Union + - = + o+ + + ok - + 0 0 -
Territories
Note : (Plus) - indicates increass

EMinus) - indicates decrease
Zero) ~ indicates no change

- Source 3 Compiled from Table 5.2

.
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Tabls 5.4
Direction of change in area of holdings in
1961-62 over 1960-61

s Upto § :5 to 10: 10 to 25 $ 25 acres $Total
States s_acres tacres $ acres $ & above $
Column numbers from Table 5.2
5 7 9 11 : 13 15: 17 19 21 23: 25 27 29 : 31
Andhra Pradesh + = 4+ = % * + O+ & - % o+ +*
Assam + - - 4 + - - + - - - - - -
Bihar - 4+ 4+ 4 + - 4 - - - - - +
Gujarat + + + + L T T SR T S +
Jammu & Kashmir 0 + + + + - 4+ 4+ o+ o+ - - - 4
Kerala -t * & - w o e e e e e - -
Madhya Pradesh - = 4+ + +* - - + o - - - - -
Hadra§ , - ¥ 4+ & + - 4+ RN - - - +
Maharashtra + + + + * + * - k& -+ - -
Karnataka - 0 4+ = + o+ + + * - 4+ - - +
Orissa -+ + +* + + 4 + 4 0 - % %
Punjab 0 + - = + - - - - - - - - -
Rajastan + - + + N L T T R SR S Y *
Uitar Pradesh = - = + + - - * - - - - - -
West Bengal - + + 4 4 - e = e+ Ak - +
¥giggtories 0 0 - ¢ S S S *
Note : (Plus) - indicates increass
(Minus) - indicates decreases
(Zero) - indicates no change

Source 3 tampiled from Table 5.2
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number of holdings in Punjab except for the.size class
below 0,49 acre, in Kerala exéEpt for 6.50 -= 7,49 acres,
in Madhya Pradesh except for 1 -- 7,49 acres and 12,50 --
24,99 acres, in Uttar Pradesh except for 10«25 acres and
2,5 to 7,5 acres and in Union Territories except for below
0.49 acre, 2,50--15.00 acres and above 25,00 acres, On the
other hand, there was pverall increase in the number of
holdings in 1961-62 when compare to 1960~61 in Gujarat,
Maharashtra except for 12-50--14,99 acres, Rajasthan except
for 2,50--4,99 acres, Andhra Predesh except for 0.49 to
0.99 acres and above 25,00 acres ranges, Madras except for
0.50==0,.99 aeres, 7.50--9,99 acfes 12,50--19,99 acres, and
above 25,00 acres ranges, Karnataka except for 0,49 to 0.99
acres, 2,50--4,99 acres 20,00--24,99 acres and above 25
acres ranges, Orissa except for bslow 0,49 acre and above
25, acres ranges, west Bengal except for below 0,49 acre,
7;50--19.99 acres and above 25 acres ranges, Assam except
for 0.50--2,49 acres, 7,50--12,49 acres, and 15,00--49,99
acres ranges, Bihar except for below 0.49 acre, 12.50--14,99
acres, and 20,.00--49,99 acres ranges and Jammu and Kashmir
except for up to 0,49 acre and above 25 acres ranges, 0On the
basis of this information it can be said that except in
Punjab Madhya Pradesh, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh and Union
Territories, there was increase in the number of holdings

in 1961-62 over 1960-61,
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It, thus, appears that the directions the various
states regarding changes in the number of holdings were
nei ther uniform on the whole nor were specific to particular

size«class of the operational holdings,

Table 5,4 gives the information about the direction
of changes in the area of holdings. There was pverall
increase in the area of operational holdings in Rajastan
except for 0,50--0,99 acres, Gujarat except for 20,00--

24,99 acres, Andhra Pradesh except for 0.50-;0.99 acres,
2;50--4.99 acres and above 25,00 acres ranges, Orissa except
for upto D.égmacre and above 25,00 acres, Jammu and Kashmir
except for 7,50--9,99 acres and above 25,00 ranges, Union
Territories except for 0,50--0.,99 acres, 10.0N--12,49 acres,
20 .00--24,99 acres, and 50,00 & above acres ranges, Karnataka
except for upto 0,49 acres, 2,50--4,99 acres, and above 25
acres ranges, Yest Bengal except for upto 0.49 acre, 7,50-=-
19,99 acres and above 25 acres ranges, Madras except for upto
0.49 acre, 7,50--9,99 acres, 12,50--19,99 acres, dnd above
25,00 acres ranges, Bihar except for upto 0.49 acre, 7,50--

9,99 acres‘and,12.50;-49.g9 acres ranges,

>

s

There was ov&rall decline of area of operational
4", !
holdings in 1961~62 over 196p0-61, in Punjab except for 0,50--
0.99 acres and 5,00--7.49 acres ranges and in Uttar Pradesh

except for 2,50--7,.,49 acres, 12,50--14,99 acres ranges,
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These tuo states ranked first in the overall decline of
area of operational holdings, Decline was also noticed-in
Assam except for upto 0.49 acre, 2,50--7,49 acres, 12,50=-
14,99 acres ranges, in Kerala except for 0,50--4,99 acres,
and 10,00--12,49 acres ranges, Madhya Pradesh except for
1.00--7.49 acres and 12,50--19,99 acres ranges, and in

Maharashtra only in 50,00 above acres range,

In the Fifteen states and Union Territories under
study, in nine states (Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat,
Jammu & Kashmir, Médras, Karnataka, Orissa, Rajastan and
We st Bengal) the percentage of both area and number of
operational holdings increased in 1961-62 over 1960-61, In
four states, (Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab and Uttar
Pradesh) the percentage of both area and number of holdings
declined in 1961-62 over 1960-61. In Union Territories
the percentage of number of holdings declined in 1961-62
over 1960-61 but the percentage of area of operafional
holdings increased, Only in tuwp states (Assam and Maharashtra)
the percentage of number of holdings increased but the
percentage of area of operational holdings declined in

1961=62 over 1960-61,

™

5.3 AGRICULTURAL gENSUS : 1970-71 AND 1976-77

In the tuwo censuses unda; reference, the states and

Union Territories were put into tws groups. Group I
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consisted of 14 states and 5 Union Territories where
complete ‘Fand records existed and the data for the
Agricultural census were obtained by retabulation of
information available in the records, Group II sonsisted
of 8 states and 4 Union Territories, whers comprehensive
land records did not exist and the data were obtained by
sample enquify from operational holders adopting household

app ro ach,

5,3,1 Number of operational holdings

Uttar Pradesh, the largest state of the Indian
Union in respect of population, had the largest number of
holdings accounting for about one fifth of the operational
holdings in the country in 1976-77, Bihar, the second
populous state, was also the second in terms of the number
of holdings accounting for about one-eighth of the
operational holdings, Madhya Pradesh which is the laréest
state in India in respect of geographical area, ranked
fifth as far as the number of operational holdings uwas
concerned, Rajastan, which is the second largest state in
terms of geographical area, was eighth in respect of the
number of operational holdings, The relative position of
the states in respect of the number of holdings remained
practically the same between 1970-71 and 1976-77, (see

table 5,5)
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Table 5.5

Statewise distribution of number of operational
holdings in 197071 and 197677

Percen tw
1970=-71 1976<-717 -age change
State Number Percen- Number Percent-. in 1976-77
(*ooo ha,) -tage ('000 ha,) -age over
197071
1 2 3 ' 4 5 6

GROUP I.LAND RECORD STATES/U,Ts,

Andhra Pradesh 5,421 7.8 6, 154 7.5 + 13,5
Assam 1,577 2,8 2, 254 2,8 + 14,7
Bihar 7,577 1.7 9,936 12,2 + 31,1
Gujarat 2,433 3.4 2,713 3.3 + 11,5
Haryana 914 1.3 999 ' 1.2 + 9,3
Himachal Pradesh 609 0.8 621 0.8 + 2.0
Jammu & Kashmir 979 1.4 971 1.2 - 0-8
Karnatak a 3,551 5,0 3,811 4,7 + 7,3
Madhya Pradesh 5,300 7.5 6,061 7.4 + 14,4
Maharashtra 4,950 : 7.0 5,764 7.1 + 16,4
Punjab 1,375 1.9 *1, 504 1.8 + 9,4
Rajastan 3,726 5.2 4,365 5.3 + 17.1
Tamil Nadu 5,314 7.5 6,112 7.5 + 15,0
Uttar Pradesh 15,639 22,0 16,971 20,8 + 8,5
Union 82 0.1 86 0.1 + 4,9
Territorises

Group II Nor-

land Record 11,177 15.8 13, 247 16,3 + 18,5
states/Union

Territories

R11 India 71,012 7 100.0 81,569 1n0.0 + 14,9
¥ stimated

Spurce ¢ Government of India, All India Report on Agricultural
Census 1976-77, Ministry of Agriculture, New Delhi,
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Yhile the number of holdings in the country had gone
up from 71,0 million in 197071 to 81,6 million in 1976.77,
an increase of 15 percent, the percentage increase in some of
the major states was substantially higher such as in Bihar
(31 percent), The states registering percentege variation in
the number of holdings above the average were Bihar (31,1
percent), Rajastan (17,1 percent), Maharashtra (16.§ percent)
and Tamil Nadu (15 percent), Jammu & Kashmir was the splitary

state registering a marginal declins,

5,3.2 Area pperated by states

Madhya Pradesh though was fFifth in respect of the
number of holdings, ranked first as far as the area operated
was concerned and accounted for 13,3 percent of the area
operated in the country in 1976-77, 1In 1970-71 both Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra ranked first and each accounted for
13,1 of the area, In 1976-77, Maharashtra (12,9 percent) and
Rajastan (12,4 percent) ranked second and third respectively,
Uttar Pradesh which was at the top in respect of number of
holdings and accounted for 20,8 percent of the holdings, was
only fourth as regards the area operated and accounted for
only 10.9 percent of the total operated area in the country,
Bihar which ranked second in respect of number of holdings

was at the seventh position in respect of area operated,

Vhile the increase in area operated in the country as

a whole was about 1 million hectares or about 0,7 percent
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from 1970-71 to 1976-77, the trends in some states uerekuarying.
Among the major states, the area operated increased significantly

by 0.8 million hectares in Andhra Pradesh (see Table 5,6)

Table 5,6

Statewi se distribution of area gperated in 1970-71 and 1976-77

1970-71 1976-77 Percent-
Area‘ Percen- Area Percen- ;ﬁggge in
State (‘o000 ha.) -tage (*ooo ha,) etage 1976277
over
197071

1 : 2 3 4 5 6
I.1and records states/Union Territories
Andhra Pradesh 13,586 8.4 14, 380 8.8 + 5,8
Assam 2,883 1.8 3,079 1.9 + 6,8
Bihar 11,480 7e1 11,073 6,8 - 3,5
Gujarat 10,000 6. 2 10,075 6.2 +0.7
Haryana 3,448 2,1 3,579 2,2 * 3.8
Himachal Pradesh 931 0.6 1,010 g0.6  + 8,5
Jammu & Kashmir 916 0.6 1,042 0.6 +13,8
Karnataka 11, 368 7.0 11, 357 /6.9 - 0.1
Madhya Pradesh 21,194 13.1 21,691 13,3 + 2.3
Maharashtra 21,179 13,1 21,105 12,9 - 0.3
Punjab 3,974 2,4 4,125% 2.5 + 3.8
Rajastan 20, 340 12,5 20,301 12,9 - 03
Tamil Nadu 7,709 4,7 7,628 4,7 < 1,1
Uttar Pradesh 18,158 11,2 17,860 10.9 -. 1.6
Union Territories 164 0.1 161 0.1 - 1,8
11 Nonland Record
states/Union 14,808 9,1 14,877 9,2 + 0.5
Territories
A1l India 1,62,138 100.0  1,63,344 100.0 + 0.5
* stimated

SQUDCB H Ibid., po azo
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5.3.3. Statuwise average size of holding

' ‘ In 1976-77 among the major stat;s the average size of
holding varied substantially, The average size was a little

over of hectare in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Jammu & Kashmir,

At the other end of the scale, the highest average size among
major states was in Rajastan being 4,65 hectareé followed by

Gujarat (3,71 ha,), Maharashtra (3,58 ha,), Madhya Pradesh

(3,58 ha,) and Haryana (3,58 ha,).

The évarage size of a holding in the country as a
uhﬁle decreased from 2,28 hectares in 197071 to 2,00 .hectares
in 1976.77, i,e, a reduction by‘about 12 percent, Most of the
states showed decreases in the average size of a holding, but
significantly the reduction was the largest in the case of
Bihar where the average size of holding declined by 27 percent
in 1976-77, This might perhaps be due to the fact that the
largest psrcentage increase in the number of holdings was
observed in that state between 1970-71 and 1976-77, Jammu &
Kashmir shawad as increase in the average size of a holding in

1976-77. (see Table 5,7)
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Table 5,7

Statewise average size of operational holdings in

1970-71 and 197677

Average size(hectares)

Percentage

Source ¢ Ibid,, P, 44

‘State 1970-71 1976-77  Soon9s.in
over
1970-71
4 2 3 4
I-1and Record states/Union Territories
Andhra Pradesh 2,51 2,34 - 6,8
Assam 1.47 1.37 - 6,8
" Bihar 1.52 1. 11 - 27,0
Gujarat 4,11 3.71 - 9,7
Haryana 3,77 3,58 - 5,0
Himachal Pradesh 1.53 1.63 + 6,7
Jammu & Kashmir 0.94 1.07 + 13,8
Karnataka 3.20 2,98 - 6.9
Madhya Pradesh 4,00 3,58 - 10,5
Maharashtra 4,28 3,66 - 14,5
Punjab 2,89 *2.74 - 6,9
Rajastan 5,46 4,65 - 14,8
Tamil Nadu 1.45 1.25 - 13,8
Uttar Pradesh 1.16 1.05 - 9,5
Union Territories 2.00 1,87 - 6,5
I1 Nonland Record
states/Union 1,32 1,12 - 15,2
Territories
All India 2,28 2,00 - 12,3
* stimated
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5,4 AGRICUTURAL CENSUS : 1976-77 AND 198p-81

In Table 5,8 the percentage distribution of the number
of and area of operational holdings in twentytwo states in
India corresponding to the agricultural census of 1976.77 and
1980-81 is given, As in the previous section, here also on
the basis of this table, two seperate tables have been formed
(Tables 5.9 and 5.10) showing therein the direction of change
in the number and area of operational holdings in 1980-81
over 1976.77, The size distribution of holdingé has been
classified into marginal (1eés than 1 hectare), small (1-2
hectares), semi-medium (2-4 hecatares), medium (4-10 hectares)

and large (10 hectares and above),

It can be seen from Table 5,9 that there was gverall
increase in the number of holdings in 1980-81 over 1976-77 in
Sikkim except for large holdings where as there was no change
in Gujarat, Karnatska, Madhya Pradesh and Kerala except for
large holdings, in Andhra Pradesh except for medium and large
holdings, in ARssam except for medium and large holdings, in
Bihar except for medium and large holdings, in Haryana except
for medium and large holdings, in Jammu & Kashmir except for
medium and large holdings, in Maharashtra except for medium and
large holdings, in Nagaland except for semi-medium and medium
holdings, in Himachal Pradesh except for medium and large

holdings, in Rajastan except for marginal and large holdings,
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in Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh except for semi-mediug,
medium and large holdings in Meghalaya except for semi-
medium and mediuﬁ hoidings, and in Tripura and West Bengal
except for semi-medium, medium and large holdings, It may

be noted that out of 22 states under study, there was decline
in medium and large holdings in 11 states in 198p-81 over
1976.77, There was overall dacline in the number of holdings
in 1980-81 over 1976-77, in Punjab except for semi-medium,
medium and large holdings and in Manipur except for semi-

medium, and medium holdings,

Notwithstanding stateuwise differences in the variations
with reference to the size groups, one development is
conspicuous and that is, there was overall decline in the
number of holdings in medium and large size-groups, This
decline was compensated by overall incfease in holdings in

marginal, small and semi-medium size-groups,

Tahle 5,10 ines information about direction of changes
in area of operational holdings in 1980-81 gver 1976~77. It
may be noted that there was overail increase in the area of
operational holdings in 1980-81 over 1976-77 in Assam except
fFor medium holdings in Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Kerala and Sikkim except for large holdings, in Tamil Nadﬁ,
Uttar Pradesh, Meghalaya and Tripura except for medium and

large holdings and in West Bengal except for semi-medium,
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Jable 5.9
Direction of change in number of holdings
in 1980-81 over 1976-77.

Marginal s Small 3 Semi- : Medium : Large : All
holdings : hold- : medium : hold- : hold- : cate-

State (bslow :-ings : hold- 3:-ings :-ings :-gories

“ 86 98 e

1.0 ha.) 3 (1.0~ :-ings 1 (4.0- 3 (10 3

t 2.0 3 (2.0- : 10.0 : ha. & !}

:t ha,) 3: 4.0 ha): ha.) 3 above)s
adhra Pradesh + + * - - *
Bsan + +* + - - +
<har + + + - +*
mjrat * + + * - +
mpyana + + * - - +
mmnuy & Kashmir + “* + - - +
mrnataka +* + +* + - +*
mdhya Pradesh * + + + - +
mharashtra + + +* - - +*
mmil Nadu 4+ + - - - +
-tar Pradesh +* +* - - - *
arala +* +* + + - +
anipur - - + “ Neg -
ghalaya + +* - - 0 +
.galand +* » - - + +*
issa - - + +* - -
ipura +* + - - - +*
machal Pradesh +* + + - - *
njab - - + + + -
jastan - + * + - +
kkim -+ +* +* » 0 *
st Bengal +* + - - - +
ion Territories + + +* +* - +

Note 3 (Plus) - indicates increase

&Ninus)— indicates decreass
Zero) - indicates no changs

Source 3 Compiled from Table 5.8
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Table 5.0

Direction of change in area of holdings in 1980-81
over 1976-77

¢ Marginal : Small 3 Semi- 3 Medium 3 Large : All
State : holdings : hold~- : medium 3 @old- : hold- $ cate-
¢t (below :-ings : hold- 3-ings :-ings 3 gories
t 1.0 ha.) 3 (1.0% :-ings s (4.0~ : (10 :
: 2.0 : (2.0- : 10.0 s ha. &
: ha.) s 4.0 ha): ha.) : above)s
Andhra Pradesh + * * - - -
Assam + + + - * *
Bihar + + + - - Neqg.
Gujarat * + + + - +
Haryana - & & - - -
Jammu & Kashmir +* +* + - - -
Karnataka + * +* + - +
Madhya Pradesh + + + &+ - *
Maharashtra + &+ * - - -
Tamil Nadu + + & - - +
Uttar Pradesh * + +* - - +
Kerala + * + + - +
Manipur - + +* +* - -»
Meghalaya +* + +* - - +
Nagaland - + - - *. -
Orissa - - + + - -
Tripura + + + - - +
Himachal Pradesh * +* * - - -
Punjab - - +* - +* -
Rajastan % * +* + - -
Sikkim + + + + - +
West Bengal ‘+ + - - - -
Union Territories - - + + - -
Note 3 iPlus) - indicates increase
Minus) - indicates decrease
(Zero) =~ indicates no change
Source : Compiled from Table 5.8
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medium and large holdings, There was pverall decline of area
of operational holdings in 1980-81 over 1976-77 in Punjab
except for semi-medium and large holdings, in Andhra Pradesh,
Haryana, Jammu & Kashmir, Maharashtra, and Himachal Pradesh
except for marginal, small and semi-medium holdings, in
Rajastan except for marginal, small, semi-medium and medium

holdings and in Orissa except for semi-medium and medium holdings,

In the tuwenty twp states under study, only in 12 states
(Assam, Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Kerala, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura, Sikkim and West

Bengal) the number and area of operational holdings increased
in 1980-81 gver 1976-77, On the other hand, Andhra Pradesh,

Haryana, Jammu & Kashmir, Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh,
Rajasfan and Bihar the number of holdings increased and area

of operational holdings decreased in 1980-81 over 197677,

Only in two states (Orissa and Punjab) both the numbgr and

area of operational holdings declined in 1980-81 over 1976277,

In case of Union Territories there was overall
increase in the number of operational holdings in 1980-81 over
1976-77 except for large holdings and there was pverall
decline in the area of operational holdings except for semi-

medium and medium holdings in 1980-81 over 1976-77,

With the kind of changes in area of gperation

described above, the result was increasing pronortion of



18

agricul tural land coming under the size ngUps marginal, small
and semi-medium which was in conspnance with the changes in

the number of holdings,

These changes are bound to affect adversly the average
size of holdings in each state, Details in this respect can
be noted from Table 5,11 in which changes in the average size
of holding in 198p-81 over 1976-77 are given, The average
size of holdings in all categories decreased in 1980-81 gver
1976-77 in Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana, Jammu &
Kashmir, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh,
Kerala, Nanaland, Tripura, Himachal Pradesh, Rajastan, Sikkim,
Madhya Pradesh Orissa, west Bengal while it remained unchanged
in Meghalaya and Assam, It increased only in Punjab and Manipur,
In case of Union Territories there was decline in average size
of holdings in 1980-81 over 1976-77 in Arunachal Pradesh,
Chandigadh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Delhi, Goa, Daman & Diu,
and pondichbrry, but remained constant in Mizoram, L akshaduweep

and Andaman & Nicobar Islands,

In sum, data from the N3S Rounds as well as Agricultural
Censuses have brought out statewise variations in the direction
of change in both the number and area of operational holdings,
There has occurred almost a reshuFFling in the distribution of
land holdings among different size groups with a definite tilt
towards the lower size groups, Consequently, with exception,
all the regions of thé country have experienced an opverall

decline in the average size of land holding,
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