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PROFILE OF SOLAPUR CITY

Solapur is orne of the largest in  indusirial
towns in HWestern Maharashtra. Solapur city is the
head guarter of Solapuwr District. There ars 11
Tahasils in this District. They are -

1. kKarmala 2. Barshi 3. Madha 4. Malshiras
e Pandharpur &.  Mohol 7. M.SBolapur
8. 5S.50lpaur F. Bangola 10, Mangalwedha
11. Akkalkot.

HISTORICAL BACKEGROUND

The word "Solapur” seems to be derived from
two  words “Sola" meaning 16 and UYPURY meEaning
village. It is said that Soalpur is spread over 1é&
villages. They ars L.

1. Allitapur 2. Ahmedpur Z. Chapladev
4, Fatepur 3. Jamdarwadi &. FEalljapur

7. Ehadrapur . Fhanderavkivali

Y. Muhammadapur 1d. Ranapur 11, Sandalapur
12. Shaikhpur iz, Solapur i4. Sonagi

189, Sonapur 14, Vaidkawadi

However the research indicates that the name
of  Solapur or Sholapur is derived not  from the
congragation of 146 villages. There is  an  evidence
that +the inscription of Shivyvogi Shri Siddheswar of
the time of Kalachuris of Kalvani that the town was
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called Sannalage and this town was Erown a8
SoAnalgagi upto the time of Yadavas. A Sanscrit
inscription datgd QHQKE 1238 , after fthe down fall of
the Yadavas found at Hamati in Mohol shows that this
town  was known as Sonalipur. One of the inscription
found in Solapur fort shows that the town was called
Bomalapur. fnother fort shows that this city is known
as Sandalapur. During the Muslim period the town came
to be  known  as Sandalapur. The word Sandal mean
Sandal wood. It is thesrefors, most probably during

the course of time the name Solapur was  evolved by

dropping Thiat froam the name of Sonalapur.
Subsequently thse Britishers also pronounced and
spelt Solapur  as Sholapur. Today again it is

pronounced and spelt as Solapur.

There iz an old fort here, the Shiv Temple
called Siddheswar, a 12 th century devotees of Shiv
and it has become the sacred of centre of the
Liingayvat as well as Hindus. The saint is  known for
gstablishing &8 Shivalingas in the city. The lack and
the temple known aftsr his name are his creation.
This was a GMYAN BHOOMI or EARM BHOOMI. There iz an
annual pilgrimage known as  Gadda pilgrimage or
Gaddyachi January every vear. The processign of this

Gadda fTair is EkEnown as poocession  of Yogandas



{(Sticks). The ity Solapur is the meetinf ground for
Bhagwat Trom all over Maharashitra who spsak HMarathi.
Lingayat migrated from Karnataka speak kEannada and
Fadmashalis migrated from Andhra speak Telagu. ALl
these people  stay side by side in respectful
tolerance towards each other ways of worship. The
religious outlook is  fortunately accompanied by
humanitarian hsart, which feels svmapathy for  the
sufferers and the healthless. Solapur is one of the
important cities in Maharashtra state where in  many
kimds of Institutions are running i1.8. charitable
hospital, EBoarding houses for the poor students,
Yoluntary Organisations and such other Institutions
done with the effects of the people and many public
Imstitutions and ftemples in the district and even
outside have besn given from the Solapur businessmen
and traders.

The historical background of Solapur city is
not traceable but it i3 said that it was under the
rule  of kind Shatkarinior Andrabhrutya in 90 BC  to
E00 AD whose capital was Faithan. After Andrabhrutya
it was  undsr  regime of Chalukva wupto 740 D
Fashtrakut upto 73 AL, Upto 1184 AD it was again in
the kingdom of Yadavas of Deogiri. But dus to  the

defeat of Yadavas of Deogiri Solapuwr city had come
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upto 1375 AD under the Muslim regim  Bahamani. The
capital during his regim was Gulbarga. Bahamani regim
becams feeble , in due course and then Adilshahi was
sstablished at Vijapur and Nijamshahi at Ahmednagar
and  the Lolapuwr city was included in  Nijamshahi  in
1497 AD.

However Solapur city never got a chance to
become a capital but is having a fort had to face
many battles between Nijamshahi and Adilshabhi  from
1497  AD to 1599 AD. From 1599 4D to 1738 AD it was
under the rule of Moghuls, Nijamahahi; Vijapurshahi
v.amd again Moghuls and Nijamshahi one after another.
But during the period of 1758 Nanasaheb Feshve
conguared 1t and it was Drought uander Maratha Empire
upto 1814 AD and aftter it to British empire. Solapur
was  very  imporbtant and strong military cantre  in
Maratha empire. Bolapur city and District also gave a
great fight wupto the end againest increasing powsrful
Fritish Rule.

Solapur ity also put sfforts in gaining
freedom. The citizens of Solapur Hutatma Mallapa
Dhanshetti, Jagannath Shinde, Shri Kisan Sarada  and
AR FEurban  Hussain  were sentenced to death and
other citizens had gone to  the jails, as they

protesting against the tyrannical administration of



Britishers.

Since the beginning and e eEn atter
independence the citzens of Solapur are making
sincere &7forts in all walks of life as well as ars
contributing  thelr afforts to proposer the country.
In the vear 18B&Z, the local body of Solapur was given
the status of HMunicipality and fthe status of

Municipal Corporation was given on lst May 17964,

GEOGRAFHICAL BACKGROUND

Solapur 15 the fifth largest urban
figglomeration in Maharashtra State. It lies entirely
in  the Bhima-Sina-Man basins. Ehima river is the
border of Maharashitra and Farnataka State. It 1i@§ on
17 27 east, 17 1407 north, and 18°% 327 north
latitude and 74° 157 east logitudes , the disterict is
fairly well defined to its west as well as to 1iis
sast by the inward- looking scrapes of Phaltan Rangs
and  the Osmanabad Flateen, respectively. The high-
bowsring districts are Sangli to its  south  west.
Zatara to i1ts  west, Fune to its  north west,
Anmednagar o its north. Osmanabad o its east and
Yigapur district in Earnataka state to its  south.
Though of iﬁregulav shape, the district is roughly

mquarish 200 Ems. East west and 130 kms. north
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south.
The population of Sclapur city according fo

17%1  smenses 1s 6,220,499, Out of them 3%,18,885 are

et

male and 3,011,614 are Temale. Its area is 25,33

-r
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20« kme. . The height from the sea level of this city
is 47% mitrs. It is heot place. Yearly temperatuwre  of

Solapur city is max. 432.7 °0C and minimum 10 °C

.

approximately. The highest max. temp. recorded at
this place was 45.6 *C on May 12, 1939 and the lowest
minimum was 4.4 °*C on Januwary 7, 1945, The average
annual rainfall is 742 mm.

l-ike  the most of the Indian towns Solapue
city is a collection of period places i.8. it is and
has come wupto the persent stage as an unplanned town.
Both the ways of life of the people and its existing
land use are its highest and its naughtiest problems.
The programnes and planes have little ohance of
suress because 1Y is conceived half heartedly and iz
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likely to sink for want of commitment or dedication.
Mevertheless & master plan is being superimposed on
its plannning section. At the same time there is  no
wse  of denying that Solapur has vital place in  the
Mational Urban System with which its interconnected
and interrelated by highways, railways, another

comnunications channels. Mearest city having 100000



ﬁapﬁlaticn iz Fune and the distance betwwen Solapur
and Fune is 2473 Kms. Bombay is capital of Maharashtra

state is 428 Fms. away Trom Solapur.

IMDUETRIAL BACKGROUD
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1. Large Scales and Small bHocale Industery -

The first orgsnised Industry i.8. cotton
textile mill was established in Solapur in the vyear
1877, Today there are_4 big cotton mills and two
spinning mills in the city. They ars -

1. Laxmi Cotton Manufacturing Company Limited.

2o Mishno Cotton Mills Limited.

Te Shres Jam Ranjit Singhji Mills

4. Marsingidi Giridi Manufacturing Company Ltd.

. Shree Solapur Sahakari Scot Girani Nivamit Solapur
&. Shree Yashwant Sabhakari Soot Girani nivamit

During the 19 th century, Solapur was well
known for its DHOTARS. Today it is known for Jacguard
Chaddars in India. Moreover itz latest products wall
hanging from waste cottons, napkins and towsls ars
increasing the industrial status of the city. Solapur
ig often spoken as textile cammuﬁity, suparimposed on
Indian Towns. Besides the modern Textils Mills,
Solapur is a congeancal home for handloom and powsr

loom weaving industry which provides emplovment fo



thousands of workers. The weaving community has
miagrated mainly from Telangana in Andhra Fradesh and
Gulbarga , Riachur in Earnatalka.

Beside the cotton textile indusiry, thers is
a sugar Tactory named Siddheswar Sahakari Sakhar
barkhana’ and snginesring indusiry viz., Bhivajl Works
Ltd., Shivashahi.

There is also industrial estate at Solapur
which is one of the several institutional technigues
developed and applied sucessfully to the basic
problems of initiating and qutaining the development
of medium scale industries by providing in a compact
and develpoed area , water supply , drainags
@lecric  suuply, transport Tacilties etc. along with
suitable space. As per new plan 34 acrss of land has

pbesn  acguired by Govi. and handed over to  the

H

industrial eatate cooperative spciety for
develpomsnt.

The society has 284 members who are
shareholders., At present 7 type of indutries are
operating  in  the industrial estate viz. Foundry,
Engingsering, Cement processing, Flastics, Textiles,
Drugs and Allied Chemicals and Refinary of sweat oil.
A number of entreprensdrsm and attracted to locate

thaeir factoriess in the industrial estates duse to
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variouws facilities available therein.

The dyeing industry has been in existence in
Zolapur for a long time as an ancillary to the Ilocal
handloom industrv. There are also cobtton ginning and
prassing uwnits at Solapur.

The Solapur district being an important
groundnut and sesams growing centre, thers are number
of =mall scale 01l mill. Groundnut is the main  raw
material. Sunflowsr and sesame are the other oil
sesds which are also used Tor sxiraction of edible

oil.

£ Cottage Indusiries -~

The cobttage indusiry occupy an  importent
place in  the economy OFf the district since LTime
immemorial. It provides a souwrce of livelvhood to
numerous artisans and craftts-—-man who werse well  known
for  their skill and workmanship. The important
cottage industries in the Solapur city are -

Handloom - weaving, Bidi manufacturing , Farming .,
Leather working, Fibre working, Bamboo working, 0il
pressing,  Carpentary, Smithy, dyeing and printing,
S5ilk processing Folutry, Snap making and
migscellansous industries like kunku making, agarbatti

making and cap making. Most of the cottage industries
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are hereditary 1in  character Tollowed by DEFSon
belonging to certain caste only. Mobility of labour

in these industries i=s not conspecious.
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The slum Improvement Scheme In Solapur

The Solapur Municipal Corporation is
fuctioning since 1972 as an agency for implementing
slum improvement scheme according to the HMaharashtira
slum  area act (1971). The scheme covers 94,000
population in &4 zopadpattis. It is roughly esimated
that 20 4 ( 1.25 lakhs) of the population of Solapur
is situated in these 11% zopadpattis. Out of total
119 zopadpattis, 14 are situated in government land,
22 on Municipal area and 873 have been located on
private land.

The main fuction of the said scheme is to
simply infrastructural facilities such as  roads,
gutters, latrines,.public water supply, electrical
poles with street lights 2tc. The SMC had spent Rs.
124,16 lakhs which includes the Government grant of
Rg., 95,27 lakhs for completing the following tyvpes of

work during the period of 10 yvears from 1974 to 1984.
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TapLE MNO. 2.1 31— WORES COMFLETED UNDER SLUM

IMPROVEMENT SCHEME OF SMC.

Sr. no. Type of work Huantity
i Fublic ftaps 540 nos.
& Fublic latrines 14319 seats
= Open surface gutters 74,4678 R.Mts.
4 Roads 1,000,390 Mis.
5 Electric poles 4350 nos.
é Dust bins 45 nos.
7 Stand post 445 Nos.

Souwrce ¢ Office record , SMC

e

he performance of slum Improvement scheme in command

fis

rea of the UCD Project

Out  of the 29 identified zopadpattis under
the command area of the UCD Project, the following
zopadpattis have thes adequaie infrastructural
facilities which were created in respect of water
connections, water taps, gutters, roads and
glectricity {(i.e. strest lights )} (table rno. 2.3
I Thorala Rajwada

%

2 Maratha Wasti

ey
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% Ramabai Ambedkar Wasti
4 Matang Wasti

5 Mote Wasti

4 Ghongade Wasti

7 Maddi Wasti

£ Shahir Wasti

% Bagale Wasti

1¢ Yalleshwar Wadi

11 Sarada Flot

The total expenditure of slum improvemsent of
SMC was to the tune of Rs., 1,01,94,857/- for the work
undertaken 1in the &4 zopadpattis as on March  198%.
The table no. 2 reveals that the SMC had spent the
total amount of Rs. 25,331,658/~ as on March 1982 for
constructing infrastructural facilities in B M
zopadpattis  under UCD. At the time of beginning of
LCD Froject, the SHE had alresady created
infrastructural facilities in some zopadpattis wnder
UCS  Froject which cover 24,82' % of the total
axpenditure. 0O0Ff course, this performance of slum
imﬁwov&ment schems is inadeguate and it covers only

11 zopadpattis out of the 24 under the UCD Froject.



TAELE ND. 2: ~ ACTUAL EXFENDITURE (INCLUDING GOVT.

GRAMT 3 SPENT ON  SLUM IMPROVEMENT SCHEME COVERING

THE WCD FROJECT A8 ON MARCH 1982

T Tw Mame of zopadpatti Amount spent (Rs)

1 Thorala Rajwada 2,433,819
2 Maratha Wasti F. 27,600
! Ramabal Ambedkar 2, 04,000

4 Masars Wasti -

M

ambedikar Magar 2,538,418

0

& Jawalkar Wasti -

=
i
t.f.
fia
=
in]
=
i
Ul
ot
=

1,17,693

o
=
G
o
3
=
u
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o
-

46,071

-
~ii

Fathan Wasti -
A0 Hande Flots e
i1 Wadgaonkar Wasti -

12 Mubkund Nagar 24 55,000

|

1ZE Jamma Wasti
14 ' Basavnti Flot 42, QOO
15 Basav Magar -

14 Ghongade Wasti G,11,054



Srano. Mame of zopadpatti fAmount spent (Rs:

17 Maddi Wasti 432, GOG
18 Shahir Masti 1. 81,395
i% Hanuman Magar -
R Bagale Wasti 277,140
21 Joshi Wasti -
a2 Yalleshwar Wadi 45, 448
= Sarada Flot -
24 Jaibhim Wasti -

-
]
—i
I
e

25,51, 65
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