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CONCLUSIONS

The agricultural production of the state has decreased during the 

period under study. About 21 per cent of the total income of the state 

comes from agriculture. Crop intensity of the state has increased. There is 

limited scope for increasing the cultivable area in the state, because 

Maharashtra seems to become a industrialized state and urbanization has 

also increased over a period of time resulting into the negative growth in 

the net sown area of the state. But the area under double sown is 

significantly increased and gross cropped area and gross irrigated area also 

shows a increasing trend during the period 1991 to 2004.

In the cropping pattern, the share of the non-food grains increased 

and that of the foodgrains declined giving same evidence of diversification 

in this direction. The area under Gram, other cereals, Tur, Other Pulses, 

Total Pulses and Cotton have shown an increasing trend whereas area 

under Rice, Wheat, Jowar, Bajara, Total Cereals, Total Foodgrains, 

Groundnut, Sugarcane and Tobacco have a decreasing trend in the 

principal crops in Maharashtra state during the period. This change in 

cropping pattern during the same period has influenced by other crops also. 

The land use pattern shows not very much change in each land use 

categories. It is observed that, the land put to non-agricultural uses and 

double sown area is significantly increased during the period under study.
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The use of various agricultural implements like seed drills, sprayers, 

and dusters, chaff cutters, threshers etc. have shown a considerable 

increase, whereas the use of traditional implements like wooden ploughs, 

still ploughs, bullock carts etc. have experienced a decreasing trend. The 

trends of technological enhancement may influence the production of the 

yield. The area under various High Yielding Varieties of seeds like Paddy, 

Jowar etc. have shown an increasing trend. No HYV of any crop have 

shown decreasing trend, which indicate that, farmers of Maharashtra state 

are becoming increasingly aware about the use of HYV. The overall 

consumption of chemical fertilizer shows an increasing trend in which 

again the Potassic and Phosaphatic fertilizers have shown increasing trend 

whereas Nitrogenous fertilizers shows a decreasing trend by 8.42 per cent 

during the period under study.

The production of Rice, Wheat, Other Cereals, Total Pulses, Gram, 

Tur, Other Pulses, Total Cash Crops, Cotton and Sugarcane have shown an 

increasing trend. On the other hand the production of Total Cereals, Jowar, 

bajara, Groundnut and Tobacco have shown a decreasing trend during the 

period under study. Maharashtra state posses immense potential especially 

in Fruits and Vegetables mainly because of its climatic conditions. The 

export of Fruits and Vegetables from Maharashtra shows an increasing 

trend during the period of 1991 to 2004. The state has a 13.05 per cent and 

5.03 per cent share in country’s total Fruits and Vegetable production
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respectively. The major Fruits and Vegetables exported from Maharashtra 

are Onion, Mango’s, Grapes, Banana, Pomegranets etc.

It is observed that, the agriculture sector in Maharashtra faces with 

some of the emerging problems, which influences the overall agricultural 

production in negative direction. These emerging problems are lack of 

credit facilities, lack of suitable marketing system, lack of efficient 

irrigation methods, lack of awareness of emerging agricultural technology, 

small land holding, illiteracy, lack of proper planning, lack of extension of 

agricultural research from agriculture universities to the field of the 

farming, lack of infrastructural facilities, lack of storage and processing 

facilities and lack of modem mind sets of the farmers etc.

Following strategies have been suggested for the agricultural 

development in Maharashtra state.

1. Development of infrastructure :

The agriculture is not adequately supported by required 

infrastructure facilities. The transport and communication system is very 

weak in the rural areas. Even the power supply, input supply and credit 

supply systems are most likely to fall short of the total requirements of 

developing agriculture. Systematic efforts are, therefore, needed to develop 

infrastructure facilities in different parts of the state.

2. Development and Utilization of land water resources :

The growth of agricultural sector depends on the conservation, 

sustainable use and efficient management of soil and water resources
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without which ill environmental effects may cause. Various activities of 

watershed development, land reclamation, exploitation of potential water 

resources etc. should be given high priorities in the agenda of development 

planning. Besides contributing to conservation of natural resources, these 

activities are expected to result into additional employment and income 

generation in rural areas. Several economic studies reveal the positive 

impact of watershed development works on the farm economy.

3. Increasing the productivity of rainfall and irrigated agriculture:

The success of Green Revolution of late sixties and the seventies

had revealed that, the introduction of High Yielding Varieties coupled with 

supporting public policies of input-output prices along with strengthening 

of input and credit delivery system have paid rich dividends to the country 

to become self-reliant in agricultural production. However, only a few 

areas blessed with favourable natural resources and past investments in 

development of irrigation water resources have been benefited from the 

Green Revolution. Concerted efforts are needed to extend the benefits to 

the remaining areas both from the economical and social justice point of 

view.

4. Acceleration process of capital formation in agriculture :

Capital is a constraint in developing agriculture. All efforts aiming 

at increasing capital use intensity would definitely carry a good dividend of 

increased productivity of land and labour resources. There is a need to stop 

the public and private investment in agriculture so as to support farmer is
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efforts to strengthen capital base of agriculture, especially in the areas, 

where the levels of agricultural production continue to be considerably 

lower, the potential and at the same time strengthen the incentive 

framework for agriculture with a view to attracting more private 

investment into this sector.

5. Evolution and transfer of new production technologies :

Quality seed is bedrock of increased agricultural production. The 

application of bio-technology, integrated nutrient management (INM), 

integrated pest management (IPM), high yield potential etc. need to be 

adopted on large scale. The irrigated pest and disease management needs to 

be given greater attention. The development of pest resistant varieties and 

use of bio-pesticides would be beneficial in the long run to sustain natural 

resource base. Strict regulations to monitor the quality of pesticides and 

their use are needed. Many a times, our extension education efforts fail 

short of the requirements of effective transfer of technology to the farmers. 

At the same time, quite a sizeable proportion of farmers do not respond 

positively to new technologies because of several price and non-price 

factors. The incentive framework must encompass a combination of 

productive technology package for various regions, adequate and timely 

availability of inputs including credit, infrastructure facilities for marketing 

and above all a stable and remunerative price environment.
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6. Improving marketing and processing system :

In general, the urban as well as rural markets are expanding in 

relation to population growth and increased purchasing power of people. 

Also, there are signs of shift in consumption patterns of people in favour of 

processed products. The marketing and processing system, however, seem 

to be inadequate and inefficient to support and safeguard interests of the 

producers and consumers under the changing circumstances. Conscious 

efforts are needed to improve marketing practices and establish processing 

units in accordance with the requirements of rising demand for agricultural 

produces both in their raw and processed forms. Establishment of linkages 

between producer cooperatives and consumer co-operatives coupled with 

efficient functioning of processing units could prove to be a great stride for 

removal of inefficiency in the internal trade in domestic economy.

7. Fostering high-tech agriculture and promoting export trade :

With the globalization of world trade, new markets have been

opened for different agricultural products in various countries. India 

possesses several comparative advantages over many other countries to 

produce a variety of products for export trade purpose relatively at a 

cheaper cost. The export oriented products should, however, meet the 

quality requirements of the leading international markets. All out efforts 

are needed to increase production of quality products for export purpose. 

This task could successfully be accomplished by fostering high-tech 

agriculture production systems that are rather capital intensive. Also, our
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export policies be well tuned and made complementary to promotion of 

export trade with leading countries.

8. Effective programme implementation :

In general, our plans and development programmes seen to be quite 

all right from the view point of balanced growth of economy as a whole. 

This is true even with the agricultural sector. There have, however, been 

many lacunae at the level of implementation of plans and programmes. 

Lack of co-ordination among the implementing agencies, inadequacy of 

funds neglect for monitoring and evaluation efforts etc. have posed several 

problems in realizing the benefits from our development planning. Based 

on these lessons, we should try hard to enhance our programme 

implementation efficiency to the extent possible for extension of 

programmes concerning to development and utilization of irrigation water 

in view of increasing irrigation deserves a lot of significance for 

developing agriculture in Maharashtra. Maharashtra Government has 

declared the ‘Krishi Saptak’ plan including Crop Insurance Scheme, 

Organic Farming, Integrated Pest Management, market intelligence, 

marketing network, empowerment of farm women, agri export zones, 

marketing network etc. be given top most priority for sustainable 

agriculture in Maharashtra.


