CHAPTER No,1

IMPORTANCE AND GROWI'H OF POWER IOOMS IN

VITA CITY



CHAPTZR - 1

1.1 : A ] IMPORTANCE OF POWER-ILCCMS IN VITA CITY

Vite is not & big city, Its vopulation is 24,081
according to 1981 census. About 2500 labours are working
in power-loom sector, l0,000 ofﬁ%bre than 10,000 oopuletion
is dependent on power-lcom sector Jirectly or indirectly.
50 vowerlecom has much importance in the economy of Vita
City,

Vita is 60 Kilometers away from Sanqliitbistrict
place, As growing industrial center, Vita has aot
concentretion of industrial labougl ebmployed in different

catagories of factories, constructions, trade ,commerce,

transport and house hold industry,

In this sector, cowners and out side labourg are
working., So not only lzbourd but 2lsc owners have to fece
some problems which are dealing with power lcom sector,

These problems are nrice of yarn,wage of labour, usz of

ih

electricity, price of finished cloth etc, Basically power

loom industry is a small scale or cottage industry,mostly

e

sttuated in the rural eres c¢f country. It consists of units

having four or fewer numher of lcoms,

e e S—

" In Sangli district the handlocm centres are

Budhaoan, Miraj,¥,Mahankel, Sangli, Islamnur, Rableshwer,

Vita, Wundel and Kadegaon, Atmos




ge weavers on Jaily wages or on piece work at 3angli,
1

®
3
Q
[#1)

Miraj or vita,"

In thes past g;mé;'power loom owners were han’loom
owners and these were run for fulZfilling their besic nesds,
like food, shelter cloth, But after words it has got the

S

commercial proposition. Becauss of this sector thousanis

G

of new ani éﬁall enterprenurs have come gp’;ﬁarurzl area,
Quite a large numhber of nower-loom owners are from
communities of traditional weavers, Many of them are
Primerily from farming community ani from the femilies

encaged in liberal profes=ions,

e

At present more thsn 2500 power looms are operating
in this city anid 2500 workers are dependant % it,indirectly,
In other words , aéemost every citizen of Vite is connected
with the local power-locoms industry, Very few owners of
power-looms have more than four looms,

The number of power looms in Vita has heen incressing
repidly during the last four decades, In 1971 they were 833

ERE T A S
with 18726 povulstior, It has now crossed 2500 2n? populstion

¢ £
of city is 24,081, This inter-relationship between growth
“of power-lcooms ani populstion also establishe§ the fact

that Vite is esvecially a place of power loom owners an?

weavers,

" The ranid growth of this sector Juring the nast

three decades has helped to achieve many socio-eccnomic

1 tMaharashtra State Gazgtters : Sangli District -p,363

e
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goals of our plenning. It is with this orowth,thet the
rural area has learnt the first lesson o% industrilisaticn,
The growth of nower-~lcom industry had an idezl 'ripnle
effect ' on the develcpment in the other fields of economy,

)

such as transport,banking small scele menufacturing
industries, smell tradéf%/communication etc, The industry
offers @ readyv work to éil who are ready to work 2znd hence
it 1s pertinent to note that the number of beggars are
significantly smaller in the power loom center as compared
to number of in cther towns and cities, power looms there-
fore have proved to be an effective way of implementing the

programme of ' GARIRI HATAQ 1

" The average value of the cloth produced by the
sector never exceeds Rs,6/- per metre, In fact because of
the low price of the powsr loom the price of all mill sector
cloth have been kept in check, Thus the power loom industry
has been nroviding a much desired relief to a com-én

consumer of the cloth."2

At present %R“Vita there are seven sizing units 70 to
80 labours are working in that sizing units, Only wesaving and

sizing were done in the city, but other process like spinninm,

1. Memorandum : The problems powerloom industry - orepared
by Ichalkaranji power loom Association

\ weavers co-op,Ltd,, Ichalkaraniji, 1981,

2. Memorandum : The problems powerloom industry - prepared
by Ichalkaranji power loom Associztion

~
{? weavers co-op, Ltd,, Ichalkaranji, 1981,



coleouring, dying,bleaching were done at various places for

ahove menticned process clothg: were send to Ichalk~raniji or

any other convenient places,

In Vita there are no private yarn traders hecAruse

nrivate traders are not arle to face the changing vrice of
- s

varn, But some-co-operative societies were selling varn to-
their members, The co-onerative socleties are purchasing
vern dailyv, Rate of varn is not ;n”éEgple nosition, 3o
avoiding the loss, societies are purchasing yarn daily,

changing price of yern is a great problem in power loom
No- B.§ST
sector, which has decentralised in the verious places of
— "
country,

Number of co-overative societies and banks are.busv
in helping the power loom sector. They are trying to extend
the boundries of the business, In Vita there are four co -

operative societies workinag namely -

£3

1) Devana Samaj Vinker Society, ,* \

2) Chowndeshwari Hathmag-dharak Shakari Society, B

3) Vita Yantramag Aoudhyoagic Shakari Sangh Ltd,,Vita,

By

i
4) Xrenti Vinkar Utpadak Sahskari S~nsthé, Vita,

All above mentioned societies are established by power
loom owners except the Kranti Vinkar Utpadak Sanstha, Wranti

Vinkar is the socilism o¥iznted, because all the labours who

~ TN .

-
are working 2t Sanstha's lcom must be share bolders, There

is one rule in sanstha's constitution i.e. share hold=rs must
(i..
have work on the loom as weaver, Anj at the end of vear

calculating benefft all that bepefit is distrituted arony the

Lo e TR AD



(

lzbours as Q"Bonus;'some amount/;oybe kept aside from

that bepefit for the future development of Sanstha,

g
[4 P £

A
At ‘present Kranti Vinkar Society and Vita Yantremeg

Society are leading societies in the city., Zspecieslly ¥ranti
s

kN

Vinkar has wvery bright future because of their 'wetl plenning

and working efficiency 2n? their attitude to-words the Job.
) ot b €
At present the power-lo-m industry has to Leke many problems,

It recuires analysis of problems and suggestion of remeties,

Actually the worker is a major factor in the orocess of

5
oroduction.&t requires due consideration,The first five vear

plan indicated that the labour is the princinle instrument
+ in the fulfilment of the target cf the plant and achivement
of economic preocess, The improvement of labour convition,

therefore becomes import=nt for the development of India's

Zconomy,
1:2: WHY 1 HAVE SELECTED THIS PROZLIM i

Vite is & city having 24,081 populztion according to
1981 census, It is in Khknaopur Taluka, But 21l the t-luka
level Govt.offices are in the Vita., Some of mv village friends
have been working in city as powerloom workers and we know
that the strike of 'GIRNI KAMGAR ' in Bombay, their strike
was for the pension,wages and accommodation facilitv, All
+hese ment;zhéd reasons attracted me to studvy the power loon
weavers real conlitions. A k

N3
© 7" #4in Vita by the strike, They had 21so kept their looms closeAd

¢ind of chanae has heen hroudht

LY
/ during the strike period., And recently our prime Minister

s . ; — e, > ~
Hon., Rajiv Gandhi announce'jnew’ggtt@nwpolicy. NP

e
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All situations an? circumstances mentioned above
7 P
were interesting and its attraction forced me to study the-
~ - "‘\ Pa,‘.‘,-] [

PR '
cshowe situations., So as & researcher, I had tried to stuly

the various problems which had faced by vower loom weavers,

Since I had bheen in touch with the situation I know
that there are two groups in the city those are economically
rich and poor. Vite is the well known city for the power-
loom industry as it is Jdistributed by the industrial crisis

by strike, morchas,bandh &nd so on,

1,3: IOZATIC Y OF THT CITV:

Vita is situated YNorth side of the Sangli district
place, It is in Xhanapur t~luka, But all t~luka offices are
in the Vita city, It is 60 to 70 ¥ilometers awasy from Sancli
district place ,

Incation of citv i3 shown in}ggggaur teluka's map
' Vita is the central city of Khanaour taluka,Gardi and
Rhambharole are at the north side, To the south side ¥arve,
Khambale and Bhalavani, at thé same time Xurli and Renavi
situated 2t the eastern side, aﬁﬂ Jevari and Kalmbki are at

the west side of Vitsa city.l €3¢¢.mof on page No . 8 and 7 )

1.4: HISTCRICAL ZACK ZRQUND:

It seems that Vite is minimum one hundred vears old
city because recently Vita Nagar Parishad celebrated its

centenary year, Vita wWager Parishad had esteblished in 1854,

1 Yite Nagar Parishad Centenary Report - 1954 - 1,28



In 1981 oopuleticn of Vita city was 4,4171. But the vriter
of the ' 3hatabddi Grenth ' writes in that Cranth, citv has
0l3 history city is formed or established in 1500 B, C.Means
in the days of »nrabhu 3hri'Ramchandra, But all the references

: . 2
about the city are not available,

Vita was the imvortent place in Ehe Warathe historv,
We know that Shri Chh,Shiveji died in 1680, After his Jdeath
some cconflicts were taken place, In this connection Chh,
R~jaram Maharaj3became King ot 3#2tara and Satara was the
cepital city of his Kinglom. Rut 2ajsram Maharaj ha?l left
his capital city for the veriod of 8 to 1n ye=rs, So h=
aspointed a persocon for th= nost of Pratinidhi, And Parshuram
Trambhak wes the first onratinidhi 2nd his native plrqce was

the Kinhi which was thes neer by 3atara,

After so meny historical evidence Vita, hecame a
capital of Pratinidhi's “inodom in 1763, And Zhagwantran

Deshpande was the pratinithi of Vita,

Finslly we can say Vita was a verv import~nt pl-ce at

the time of Maratha history.

1:5 DEVEICPMENT O ITA CITY

Vita has pnlitical and historical backaround neonle
from all community have been living in the city nemely

Bramhin, traders, Mang, Mahar,5ali,Koshh 2nd all heve been

1. Vita Wagar Parishad Centenarv - Report 1954 - p,27
2. Vita Nagsr Parishal Centenary - Revort 1954 - p,1n

- Bv Shaikh, M.A,

’
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working accor?ing te their traditionel profession, Rut
mainly handlooms were run by the Zoshfi samaj and weaving is

their traditional occup=tion,

'Vite muncipelti was established in 1854, but 1854 to

1885 city or muncipalti was controlled by the lecal Sovernment
nemely Satara District ZToliector, Cn 10th March 1825 there wes

held first election of Vita muncipality. It was the effect

of ' Hindi Rastriya Sabha ' which was established in the

a3]

s=m2 yezr and first ' Adhivestian' of Hindi Rastriva Sabha's

was held at Bombay in 28th-12-1885 and Umesh Thandra Ranarji

was the first presidant of that 3abha who wes the lawyar of
Calcutta Figh Court!

After 1885, every three years after election was held,
But up to 1919 cnllector was the president of electeld membars,
So in the real sense it was not democratic, But aftar 1919
parishad has got right #0 choose their president amonz the
elected members.2 shri vittal Vishnu Inamdar was the Tirst

president of Vita muncipa2lity who was elected merber, His

period was 3,4,1923 to 1925.3
1.6: DEVEILOPHMZNT 0T POWIR ILCH I DUSTRY:
Weavina is the traditional bhussiness of Koshti samajd

and it 1is runnine for satisfying the daily needs, Thoush the

looms were functioning in Vita before indepndence, actual

growth of looms had been t~ken place after independ=nce,

1. Vita Wagar Parishal Report - p,49.
2. Ihid P.50

3. Tbid 5.78
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At e-rly stage weaving process was Jone on the 'dabra’
na7y, and it was traditional method, esvecially it was adopted
'by the Yoshti people and that was for ths family survival,
Weaving process was done by the owner of thet mag -ni his
other family members were helpin~ him for other orofesses

. . 1
such ' Dabra msg ' were run in city up to the 1940,

Some technical changes have taken nlace in dabra meqg,

P

g, e
end newly develoved hand looms were started in city., Shri

Rokale Ekneth Mahadeo had brought a2 new hani-loom in Ccity.
First time in 19402. Hand-looms ha? only Jdeveloped
mechanism, 3ut it could not provide more employment, But
.loorn
oroduction of hand is comnaritively more than dabra maqg,
Mainly there was one benefit i.,e, in short period more clioth
was produced, Such hani-looms were run in Vita ,Atp~»3i,J=th,
¥undal an? in other places in Sangli district, Coloured

Serries 2nd rough cloth were the main production of hend

looms.

Hani-looms were also run for family survival, But need
of cloth was not satisfied ani chenging attitude of people
to words the looms hal brought new mechanism of weaving
c~lled the power looms, Such type of power-loom pair was

firstly brought by Mr.Xalu Digambar Methre in Vita, in 1946.3

From 1946 a traditional occupation of heni-looms were

in slack position, It has many reasons, some of th=2m are

Methre ¥, .
1 Methre X.D. § Personal Interview,
X

2. Methre K.D,

3. Methre K,D., - Persemnal interview,



given below i,e, :=-

1) pPower-loom has new mechanism,

2) A cloth produced on powar-loom i3 superior and
more good guantity/quality than h&nd-looms,

3) Cost of »roduction is less than hand loom <loth,

4) And finaly changing attitude of oublic, In short
more production, low price,super guality ani
Government policy were helpful for develonment of

power-locoms,

Information ebout the tot~1 number of powerloom from

the starting period is not available in muncinality recori,
But it is available from 1971,
TARLE ¥o, 1,1
GROWDH OF POWER IL7CM3  ( 1971 to 1985 )
Sr. . Year Ho.0f power-looms

1. 1971 333

2. 1975 1066

3. 1980 1540

4. 1985 2500

( Source: Municinal Registratisn Record )

1.7 GROWIH O PCPULATIC:N IV VITA

With the help of trble ( No.l.1) It is concluied that

number of power looms are increasing rapidly from 1971, As



result of this growth of oopulation 2lso is increasin~ in
Sivnwitaneousty. i i )

city., In 1891 Vita city's popul-~tion was 5267,But in 1921
Yo Y L

it wes 24,081,
With the help of tzble No.l.2 we cén under st~snd the

population growth.:

TABLE NC,1.2: GROWDH OF PCRUILATICH IN VITA

[ —

Sr, No, YEAR POPULATION % 10 year 4 of growth 1 Vr,

1 losl 5267 - -
2 1911 4992 - 5.2 - .52
3 1021 4271 - 14,44 - 1.44
4 1931 £022 + 41,00 + 4.1
5 1041 7399 + 22.86 + 2.28
6 1951 9296 + 25,63 + 2,68
7 1961 13391 44,06 + 4.4
8 1971 18726 + 39.84 + 3.9

9 1681 24081 _ + 28.59 4+ 2,0

( Source - Census renorts of Vita Municipel Cornnr=ation)

With the help of table Ho,1,2 it cen be concluded
that oopulrtion in Vita city is constantly growing after
1931, Increasing numbsr of power looms =2re one of the
reasons for increasing vonulstion, In 1951-61, Theres was
high rate of increasing oopulstion i.e., 4,4 percent nower

loom sector is not only able to provide Job ooportunity for

all, The people from agricultural and those having lessz acres
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of land or lendless. Laours come to Vita an? find out
molovment, In 1911 and 1921 in two decades increasing rate
of population was - 5.2 anil - 1.44 respectively b=acause of

effect of plague - In 1981lrspmy~s 24.081.

1.:8 : VARTIOUS CO-OPERATIVE SCCIETIE'S CONCERUWING

- ——v— T~

There ars various reasons for development of power
loom industries in Vita, But one main reason for development
of i.e. power loom owners co-oﬁerative societies which are
working in city is In the city there ~re four co-opzrative
societies of power loom owners, There'is no single society
working for thes power loom weaver, The names of these
societies are -

1} Devang Se@maj Vinkar Bociety,

2) Chowndeshwari Hathﬁ?g Dhark 3ahakeri Society,

3) Vita Yantrameg Aoudhyogic Sahakari Sangh Ltd,,Vita,

4) ¥Xranti Vinkar Utpadak Sahakari Sansths ILt3.,Vita,

1.8:1 : DEVANG SAMAJ VIKAR SQCIETYs

" On 23rd November,,b 1959, Devang Samaj Vinkar Society
was established by haniloom owners and majority of mambers
were from Koshti community. This society is oroviding yarn
in the form of loan to its members. Total capital is Rs,
15,750/~ in the form of share ani Rs,30,600/- in the
Government capitel, Increased power looms made bhad effects

on handloom. So it is on the way to collapse.l

1 Record of Devang S=maj Vinkar Society,
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"Handloom owners from the city staerted this society
on the 2nd May 1973 with 110 members, Society has
Rs.13,300/- share capital and Rs.11,350 Sovernment capital,
This society also did not nrovide loan in the hard cash,3But
in the form of varn or raw material,This society has no good

: . 1
future because hand loom hussiness is completely collapsed;

1,8:3: VITA YANTRAMAG AQUIHEYOGIC SHAKARI SAN:H LT, VITA:

- . s i - " —— — T~ — A — - " —— e W - ————— - - ——— - —— o it

This sangh or society is todays leading society in
Vita, It was established in 28th October,1971 hevina 1660
members, Maximum members are the owners of nowerloom.There
is no certainty in the price of yarn at market Jdue to this
uncertainty, varn is purchased daily such uncertaintv or
price fluctuations are harmful to owner of looms ani society
also,

Soclety vrovides yarn to members but does not purchase
produced cloth, Such produced cloth is sold at various
convenient market plsces, This society has 19,9475/~ Rupnes
share capital in the year of 1984-85,With this canital

society is working for its members,

1 Chowdeshwari Hathmag Dhark Shakari Society's Record,
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1,5hare Capital 32,800.00 68,850.00 1,14,075,00 1,99,445,C
( Rs.)

2.Yarn purchased 52,41,265.,76 81,62,740,00 21,1,13,047.35 39,69,5044 1
(Rs,.)

3.Yarn Sold to 52,22,095.50 83,48,579.85 20,9,34,685,50 3,99,83,864,5
members ( Rs.,)

— s W e e e G W e e e MR e mE R e e B MR MR e MR W e M8 mm W WS e e e e W am e e

- - ——— - —— ——ty s - ——— e - " - o —— L —— —— — " - "~

It is one of the best societies in Vita, having 139
members, ( 127 Male, 11 FPemale and State Government ), 70
persons are working #s labours and staff members, Capital
is collected from share holders and Govt. by selling shares,
i.e,sha@are capitel from share holders is Rs,2,67,400/- and
79,200 from Govt.Total it is 10,59,400,.00 with a1l these

above co-operative sanstha is established in , 1977,

Shri Ramchandra Manuti Yadav is the Chairman of the
society 1is very intelligent and good administrator., This
society is besed or working on the basis of socilism each
and every member of society is working as weaver ani every
one has equal right, Chsirwan him self is also working as a
weaver,

Share holders or members of the society must have
work as weaver, This is the first condlition of membershio
of society., This condition must be fulfilled by e~ch member,

other-wise he won't be allowed membership.All the sguipments



18

are owned by the society,

Transaction of Kranti Vinkar Socizty shows, thest
the increasing production of cloth, Table o, l:4 shows
thet quantity of yarn ourchased and quantity of cloth
produced at various years. 3uch figﬁres indicate that
increasing transaction of society., This society sells it's

produced =loth in the various market,

Tabhle No,l:4: TRASACTION OF KARANTI VINKAR SOCIETY

" —— - " — — - > o o W W W S S WA Sl T - — o v

( Year 1978 ~ 1985 )

- e e e M mm e ue e e e e e S am e MR W W we MR Am e e e WS s me e e

Sr, Purchased Produced cloth Price of
No. Year varn ( Meter ) Produced cloth
in Rs, (Rs.)
1. 1978 1,61,065.65 51,104.90 1,73,387.,44
2. 1979 3,93,428,19 1,30,578.20 4,51,702,22
3. 1980 4,46,469.68 1,42,294,70 5,05,996,09
4, 1981 4,92,760.60 1,51,114.590 5,60,595.30
5. 1982 6,90,251,17 2,26,406.00 8,65,612,30
6. 1983 11,11,529,22 3,86,727.80 13,20 ,319.58
7. lo84 14,63,901,24 5,03,620,00 17,63,980.03
8. l985 15,73,109,92 4,80,176,60 18,83,419,01

( Source: Rgport of Kranti Vinkar Utpadak S=anstha Ltd,,Vita

,  .1984.85 p.no.2 )

Now-a-days socisty purchase yarn from local market like
//‘ -
Ichalk~ranji, But in future society will try to purchase
varn from mill directly and finished or proiuced cloth should

be sold to co-operative consumer store,



In future, society would try to provide various

-~
D

-

facilities to the members like House, Health centres,3chon
for ohildern snd try toe imorove the economic and scocial

conditions of weavers,



