
CH/PTER TIT

HISTORICAL RETROSPECT

In the present chapter the past history of adult educat
ion in India with special referance to Satara District and 
Satara Taluka has been discussed.

III. 1 ADULT EDUCATION ( 1860 - 1927 )

In India adult education began in the middle of the 
nineteenth Century. The night school had begun to appear by, 
1860, and the Indian Education Commission of 1882 popularly 
known as the Hunter Commission, noted their existence in 
Madras, Bombay and Bengal provinces. But by the end of 
century their lumber had declined and it was not a notable 
movement until after the end of the first world war. The 
Hartog committe reported in 1927 that there were over 11,000 
institutions for adult education in British India. After^rds , 
as a result of political agitation, economic drepression. 
the number of institutions fell to about two thousand. Ir 
Mysore Sir M. Visavasvarya, thd Dewan of Mysore State, made 
an earnest effort for the education of a&ilts , by starting 
night schools and establishing circulating libraries.

In Bengal, Rabindranath Tagore also started a compaign 
against illiteracy. He trained a number of enthusiastic 
young men and sent them to the villages for the uplilt of 
the villagers. In spired by Tagore’s experiment a Christadn 
worker H. R. Hamely started a similar campaign in Bombay too.
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Literacy compaigns were started in different states. Nignt 

schools were opened in the Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, besides 

Bengal and Bombay provlncess. The Adult Education Movement 

reached its Zenith in the Punjab in the year 1926 - 27 and 

in India in 1927 — 28.

IIT. 2 PERIOD OF EE CL I ME ( 1927 - 37 )

The world Depression of 1929, and the political dister- 

bances were two contributory factors of its decline. The 

adult education movement had practically failed. As many as 

95 % of the adult schools had been closed. In Punjab the 

number of schools declined from 3,784 in 1927 to 189 in 

1936 - 37. 2

TIT. 3 PERIOD OF PROGRESS ( 1937 - 47 )

The movement for adult literacy got a fresh impetus oy 

the visit of Dr. Frank Lauback and Mr. and Mrs. Williams -o 

India. They had a rich experience and active interest ir. the 

field of adult education. Dr. Lauback gave a new slogan,
3

"Each one teach one so that India shall be literate soon.1

In 1937 when popular ministry was formed the Government 

played a crucical role in promoting adult education.. It 

gave adult education not only a new life, but a new orienta

tion too. The dovernnent of all the States led by the Congress 

party, accepted adult education as a responsibility of tie 

Government. And for the first time in the history of India,

■S.SS.E"W
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Adult Education becames the responsibility of the Government 

as a part of the formal education system. During this period 

adult education was not confined to more literacy, but it 

became citizanship education.

The most Important event prior to independence was that, 

which has a favourable Impact on the future development of the 

adult education movement, was the founding of the Xndian.

AcUlt Education Association in 1939. Then it became a forum 

for exchange of views and opinion on adult education. It 

began to impress upon public bodies and the Government about 

the importance of adult education. The association was a 

voluntary organisation. Tt assisted the Government and volu

ntary agencies in formulating policies and programmes of acult 

and continuning education.

TXT. 4 ATXTjT EDUCATION IN POST - INDEPENDENCE

The Central Advisory Board of Education ( C. A. B. E. ") 

held a conference in J amary 1948. In that conference Moulana

Azad the then Education Minister Stated, "After a realisation
r

of our independence we cannot, however, be cantent with
4programmes which were considered adequate for the old regime."

In 1947 when the ministry assumed the office, a Regional 

Social Education Committe was formed to replace the old 

provincial Board of Adult Edjcatlon. The then Bombay province 

was divided into three regions for the administrative 

convenience as follows s-
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One for Maharashtra Districts, one for Gujarat Distric

ts and one for Karnataka Districts. Mr. Baburao Jagtap a 

wellknow educationist worked as the chairman of the conmitfce. 

After a careful consideration the committe included a number 

of new programmes such as Bhajan, Dramatics, Sports etc 

and activities besides literacy in Adult Education. Thus it 

has widened the scope of Adult Education, in the name of 

Social Education.

IH. 5 GRm SH3KSHAN MOHIM

A new experiment in Social Education called Gram 

Shlkshan Mohiin was tried in Satara District and in the sta-e

of Maharashtra. Its twin objects were to remove adult illlt-
5eracy and to achieve all round development of the village.

The result’s of the experiment, it is said, proved 

success fill beyond expectation and so the scheme was introduc

ed through out the Maharashtra in 1961. The three main 

aspects of the Gram Shikshan Mohim were as follows ft-

a. "Eradication of illiteracy of the adults within an age

group of 14 — 35 years by starting social education 

and home classes.

b. Retaining of literacy and knowledge gained by the 

villagers through circulating library schemes.

c. Bringing about all sided development of the village
6

through social education centres."
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The compaign aimed at making the whole village literate

within a period of about 4 months. The whole village was to

be considered as cent per cent literate only when all the

adults men and women in the age-group 14-50 have achieved

literacy by attending the classes conducted under the scheme

of Gram Shikshan Mohim in the village. There was a suitable

organisation for the Implementation of the scheme called

Gram Shikshan executive committe of 10-15 members. The

Sarapanch of the village was the president and the Head Master

of its primary school acted as a secretary. The villagers

attaining cent per cent literacy under the scheme were very

eager to celebrate the Gram Gaurav Samarambha. On the day

the whole village was well decorated. Since the inception

of the Gram Shikshan Mohim a large number of villages in the

various districts of Maharashtra State had been covered under

the scheme. It was observed that 1,257 villages were covered
7under the scheme.

The following table shows the number of villages achieved 

100 per cent literacy in Satara District.

HUNDRED PERCENT LITERACY COVERED

No of Villages Men Women Total
upto 31st March 1963

4,892 9,640 14,532 .

8
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XTT. 6 FARMERS TRAINING AND FUNCTIONAL LITERACY

In 1968 literacy was linked with production through the 

launching of the programme and farmers training and function

al literacy. TJiis programme was a mile stone in the field 

of adult education because it has widened the scope. This 

programme has three major components.

a. "Farmers training Implementation by Ministry of

Agriculture.

b. Functional Literacy implemented by Ministry of 

Education.

c. Farm Broadcasting implemented by Ministry of 

information. "

The aim of this programme was to achieve selcf-sufficien- 

cy In the food, increase in crop production and growth of 

agricultural productivity. This was also called a programme 

of 3 F S. Food production. Functional Literacy and Family
Q

Planning. This programme of functional literacy covered 

about 3,60,000 farmers during the year 1969 - 70. 10

ITT.7 NON - FORMAL EDUCATION FOR WOMEN

During the year 1975, the international Women's year a 

great stress was laid on developing the concept of Non-formal 

Education ( N. F. E. ). Indian Adult Education Association, 

was the first to emphasis the need for educating women to 

achieve countries development in economic, social fields.
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The major thurst of the programme was to provide education im-

1. Health and Hygiene.

2. Food and rurtition.

3. Home management and Child care.

4. Civic education.

5. Vocational and Occupational skills.

ITT. 8 NATIONAL ADULT EDUCATIONAL F ROGRAMME 

£
On 2° October 1978 one, most ambitious adult education 

programme was launched with the object of providing adult 

education to 10O million adults in the a^-group of 15-35 

years within a period of 5 years.

TABLE I

STATEMENT OF N. A.E.P. FOR 100 MILLION ADULTS

Sr.
NO.

Year Annual Coverage 
in Million

Cumulative Coverage 
in Million

1 1978-79 1.5 1.5
2 197^-80 4.5 6. 0
3 1980-81 9. 0 15. 0
4 1981-82 18.0 33. 0
5 1982. 83 32.0 65. 0
6 1983-84 35.0 100.0

ni.9 NATIONAL LITERACY MISSION ( 1988 )

This programme was launched in the month of May 1988 zo 

ikipart functional literacy to 80 million illiterate peoples, 

30 million by 1990 and additional 50 million by 1995. The
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mission has given the following components of Functional 

Literacy,

1* Achieving self-reliance in literacy and numeracy,

2. Acquiring skills to improve the economic status an-3 

general well-being,

3, Becoming aware of the causes of their deprivation. 

National Literacy Mission concentrated on the 

age-group 15-35.

rrr.io j an shtkshan nil « am ( J. s. n. )

As provided in the National Literacy Mission document 

Goverment of India decided in Feburary 1988# to establish 

JanShikshan Nilayam all over the country. The intention 

behind establishing them was to institutionalise post literacy 

and countiuning education, Jan Shikshan Nilayam Includes 

programmes which were being drganlsed as part of farmers 

training programmes rural radio forum and charcha mandalas* 

youth clubs# Mahila mandalas# village library. Main 

objectives of the scheme were as follows t—

1. Provision of facilities for retention# continuing 

education and application of functional literacy.

2, Creation of awareness about national concerns such 

as national integration# women's equality.

3, Improvement of economic condition and general well 

being# as well as improvement of productivity.

4. Hscreation and healthy living.
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ae*jlt education in satara district

In Satara District during the pre independance period a 

number of adult classes were started in the rural areas.

Most of them were conducted at night in the school buildings 

mostly by the primary teachers. The content of the adult 

education was limited to the 3 R*s. During the post-indepe

ndence period under the pattern of social education new adult 

classes were started and they were conducted by primary 

teachers. During the first five year plan the number of tne 

adults centres were increased as more and more financial 

assistance and encouragement were given under the Community 

Development Plan. The Gram Shikshan Mohim which was envolved 

in these dristrict, brought about revolutionary change among 

the people. The number of the schools and their working has 

already been discussed above. It has said, a great impact 

on the development and extension of educational facilities 

of the district. Tn as-much-as the number of secondary 

schools and colleges has greatly increased in 196 o*s.

Elirther 1980*s under the National Adult Education Frogramme 

the number of adult centres increased from 462 to 1,080.

The corfesponding number of the learners during the same 

period increased from 13,865 to 32,702. A special feature of 

these activities was that, of the 32,702 total learners, -he 

numbers of the women and the male learners were 25,7S>8 and. 

7,400 respectively. This means more emphasis was given on 

the female education in the field of adult education. The 

various aspects of the development of adult education in 1380*s

has been discussed at length in separate chapter.
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