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zza lifEppyrnai *
The first chapter introduces the pro hi so of 

research on hand to the reader. Zt deals with such points 
as the approach to the problem, its significance* need, as 
also objectives. It also disousses the research procedure 
undertaken and limitations of the study. Zt also gives 
the scheme of chapter!zation.

Since this atudy deals with the contribution of 
Dr. s. Radhekrlshnan to the field of education, it is 
thought appropriate to have his life sketch which may throe 
some light on the developsient of hie educational thoughts 
and hanee. this chapter. The researcher proposes to 
discuss such points as Dr. Radhakrishoan's childhood, his 
educational earear, his academic achievements, his literery 
work. This chapter highlights mainly those aspects of his 
life which are significant from the view point of the 
development of his educational thoughts.

i2.2 i?3.s, mwmmmr* *

Every year all the Zndlan celebrate "The teacher's 
Day* on Sth of September which is the date of Dr. Rsdhakrl- 
shnan's birth. Ha was bora on 5th September. 1888 in a small 
village named Tiruttani in chltur district of t TSmilnadu 
state.
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Dr* Radhakrishnan1 a ancestors ware living in 

m small village named 'Sarvepalli* before some years, 
but afterwards they ease to Uruttanl to earn the bread* 
Uruttanl is at the distance of sixty kilometres from 
Madras city*

The none Radhakrlshnan is pronounced as ra-da-
V i i
Krish nan ( ) • He belonged to an ordinary
middle clees Telagu-Brahmln family* The economic condition 

of the family was not very good* His parents wers 
traditional, pious and religious minded. So the gifts of 
religiousness, morality end faithfulness were naturally 

granted to Redhakrlshnan from his childhood* Redhakrlshnan's 
father urns serving as an accountant under the landlord of 
the village* «e had six children) a daughter and five 
eons, or* Radhakriahnan was e second eon* The childhood 
was spent in Tiruttani as well as in Tlrupatl. Urupati 

is just nearby to Tiruttani* Both pieces are holy and 
religious* Thus, domestic and external atmosphere was 
holy end religious. This pious and religious atmosphere 
had the strong offset upon little Radhakriahnan. And 
hence, from childhood he was deeply drawn towards 
spiritualism.

Right from the beginning Or. Radhakriahnan was 
fond of reading. The reeding of religious and philosophical 

books mads his views wider and deeper. He himself had
.
f

' i - 1

i
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admitted that tha hooka were his golds and faithfull
moods of. % *m |4^Nt am® §wTtfh?Tfw an%. *mrc
ff'est5! tkjto arrf^T *nw 5T*ft w
tHnifor $t*i an%* tputfrrn 'rrsTT
qr»far#P srrffrr is?s*m f*m «it#. **

By physio ha was not strong and stout hut rather 

weak and thin# and by naturs ha was sty, soli interested, 
studious and meditative* his vast reading and his 

meditative nature nada him a trua philosophar and the true 
spiritualist in his latsr life* lie said that ha was vary 
sensitive by natura of* * 4t ^ST^T *TTaSP

Ha had his primary school education at liruttanl. 
But for further education ha had to eome to Tlrupatl. so 
ha laft his home at tha ago of eight and Joined* The 
Lutheran Missionary High sshool for his secondary education 

in 1896 and had continued «g>to 1900* whan ha was in tha 

high school he read tha Bible thoroughly and came to know 
the Christian religion in his childhood only*
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II.3 BpqgA^fifeVAS/m.*
v/

Dr* Rsdhakrishnan joined/vuris/ college in 1900 
and continued up to 1904* Afterwards ha Joined the 
Christian college of Madras An 1905 for the final year 
of b.a* degree course. There ware five optional subjects 
and out of than one was to ba selected for the final year* 
At first Radhakrishnan could not select the subject* But 
whan his cousin-brother gave some books of philosophy to 
read* then after reading then he immediately fixed the 
subject* i*e. philosophy* since then for lifelong he 
became the disciple of philosophy*

From 1905 to 1908 he made a deep and thorough
study of philosophy. He read the Indian Philosophers like*
Geutam-»the Buddha* shankaracharya as well as the western
Philosophers like* Plato* Aria to the, Kant and Hegel* He
read Bwemi Vivekanand and it made e great impact upon his
thoughts* HLs sense of pride in his own tradition was
deeply aroused by the eloquence of Vivekananda and

4Rabindranath Tagore*

About Hindu religion Vivekanand bad aaid* "The 
evil lies not with (Hindu) religion but against the 
religion* ”s This was agreed by Dr. ftadhskriehnan too and
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he found the solace In the id. ewe of Vivekananda. He became 
the strong exponent of Hinduism ae he had studied VlvekanandA s 
speeches, articles and hooka. In the same way he read 
Rabindranth Tagore's literature thoroughly. Vivekanand and 

lUgone had made a great impact upon Or. Radhakrishnan* e 
thoughts and works.

He had obtained his b.a. degree with distinction 

in philosophy from Madras university in 1907. He had 
achieved the great mastery over philosophy since his 
studentship, lie had love for teaching profession. Hs 
taught his classmates es wall as the students of lowsr
classes.

Hs wrote the thesis for M.a. undsr Dr. Hog. titled 
as "The Ethics of Vedant*. At that time Dr. aadhakrlshnan 

was of twenty years only. Dr. Hog had encouraged him to 
write about the Hinduism and hence. Dr. Radhakrlshnan put 

forth a clear and nice picture of Hinduism to Western 
people by his thssis.

prof. or. A.G. Hog had praised Rsdhakrishnen for 
his thesis and the knowledge of phtloaophy in the following
words « * wr yte TOwnfon; wffw wh *rr
ftwryfcm toV $&. crorrmfto ym 
tot 5T3T^> w mwrft sr^r#r tit mmr 

mmvf titm
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Thus# Dr. s. Radhakrishnan toad obtained tola m.a. 

degree with first class from Madras University in 1908.

Afterwards, in 1910# toe Joined the Teacher1a 
College of Saidapeth for his L.T. (Licentiate in Teaching)

examination and toad cospleted the course with grand success 

la 1911.

II.4 PR.S. anmMtsmmiAJictBMis
carper AHD mxLEmmTS *

He toad begun tola academic career after tola m.a. 
i.e. from 1908.

He toad been invited toy presidency oollege of 
Madras. So toe began his career there as an Assistant 

Professor of bogie. From 1911 onwards toe toad worked as 

a Professor of Philosophy and continued to serve there 
upto 1917.

At first Dr. Radhakrishnan was shy and was not 
mixing with others# but soon be became the popular professor 
among the students. He wee helping the students throughout 
his life# for exanple# a student from Calcutta university 

could not purchase a book of philosophy. Hence# he wrote 

to Dr. Radhakrishnan. as soon as he wrote to Dr. Radha- 
krlshnan, he (Dr. Radhakrishnan) sent his personal copy to i
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student. Or. Redhakrishnan attached a note with the book 
asking the student not to return the book. When he had 
sent a book he was the Vice-President of India, as well as 
he was working as the Vice-Chancellor of Delhi University.

sir Moxagundam vishweshwaraiyya was the Diwan of 
Mysore State. He specially invited Dr. Redhakrishnan and 
hence, he worked as the Head of the Department of 
Philosophy Id Mysore university. Mysore from 1918 to 1920. 
He was a Professor of simple living with high thinking. So 
he became the most respeotahle professor among the students.

Dr. Redhakrishnan was the most intelligent and 
confident professor, a boy wanted to know about his 
educational qualification. So he asked whether Dr. Radhe- 
krlshnan had his education from the foreign countries, 
upon this. Dr. Redhakrishnan replied that he would not go 
to Europe to learn, but be would go to teach them. And 
the same thing happened, he went to Europe end to other 
countries to teach and not to learn.

Sir Ashutoah Mukherji. the than, famous Indian 
educationist invited Dr. Redhakrishnan. And hence.
Dr. Redhakrishnan became the Pxofeesor of Philosophy in 
Calcutta university. The faculty (chair) of philosophy 
was already opened by the name of Xing Gaorge vth. upon
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this chair, tha renowfnad professor Or, fcrajendranath Seel 
was working. After hia retiresent Or. imdhakrlsfanan was
selected whan ha was of only thirty two years. Dr. Redba- 
krishnan founded, "Tha Arts faculty Club" in the university 
and arranged vary good spaeehas and ha himself delivered 
wonderful speeches as well.

After tha death of sir as hu tosh Mukherji he was 
selected aa e Chairman of * Post-graduate Council in Arts' 
in 1927, 1928 and in 1930,

Prom 1926 onwards, or, Hkdhakrlshnan visited 
foreign countries as an eloquent speaker of Indian 
philosophy and Humanism,

or, o«p, Jacks, "Tha editor, of the famous 
periodical, *Hibbert' had invited Or, Hadhakriehoen to giva 
talks in tha Apton sarias of spaachss that ware held in the 
Manchester college of Oxford in 1929, Or, Radhakrishnan 
spoke in six series upon 'The Hindu View of Life' which 
were liked very much by the people. Or, Jedks wee very much 
pleased and said that Or. Radhakrlshtian had anllghtanad tha 
new spiritual thoughts in their minds.

In the same way he went to Cambridge for the 
Conference of Universities of united Kingdom held in July 
1926, He mate spaaohae on Bradley and Shankaracharya in
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Moral Science* Club in Cambridge university* The speeches 
vara delivered so nice that ell the newspaper* and the 

periodical* Including 'The Guardian** praised Or* Had ha- 

krlshnan heartily* 'the Guardian* said tiiat those speeches 

were 'epoch making*,

He visited some of the churches in England and 
delivered spontaneous and brilliant puhUc speeches. After 
listening them a woman said that they need not send the 

missionaries to indie in future cf • *
m

jwt wrm oth aKserriT, arnsn* r
arrq% $T*r ? %vs

In 1926* he represented as the Indian philosopher 

in the International Seminar of Philosophy which was held 
in England* Then, he went on tour of u.s.a. and delivered 

open speeches in Howard# Princeton* Yale end Chicago* which 
were praised by the American people* In praise of 
or. Hadhakrlsbnan* professor Joad said* "At his touch the 
dead bones of Indian lore spring to new life*”6

After these speeches Dr* Radhakrishnan became known 
as the world famous philosopher and renowned spokesman of 

Hinduism* He worked as the bridge to join the Eastern and 
western cultures*
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When he came back to India be was awarded with 
honour D.Litt. degree by Madras university. And thua 
Professor Radhakrisbnan became Doctor Radhakrishnan.

In 1927# he was held as the Chairman of the Third 
Conference of Indian Philosophical Congress# which was 
held in Bombay*

In 1930# he became the Chairman of All India 
Educational conference which had taken place at Benares*

The British Government conferred upon him the 
precious award *sir* in 1931*

Be became the Vice-Chancellor of Andhra University 
of Bexaweda from 1931 to 1937* or* fiadhakxlshnaa opened 
the various new departments and appointed the renowned 
professors like* sir Jahangir Xoyaji, Prof* Hiren Mukherjl 
and Dr* V.K. R.V. R&o* He arranged and developed the hostel 
facilities properly* Ho was very friendly towards his 
fellow professors* Thus ha tried his level beat to increase 
the standard and maintain the prestige of Andhra University, 
when he was working as a Vice-Chancellor of Andiira 
University, he was still a visiting Professor of Philosophy 
st Calcutta university, for his work he was made the 
hife-Msmber of Calcutta university in 1931*
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Xsi 193d he wee appointed as the Professor of 
Eastern Relatione and Ethics by Oxford university.
Dr. Radhakriahnan ess the first learned professor of 
India who had been appointed on this respectable post.

In 1939 he became the Vice-Chancellor of Banaras 
University, but he was still visiting to Calcutta for 
teaching. He received the British Academy fellowship 
and the fellowship of ^llfloha*.

ur, Radhakrlshnan was awarded ll,D, with honour 
by Calcutta University for his dedicated end matchless 
educational work.

He wes granted with reverence the Honorary 
Fellowship of Calcutta university In 1946,

i?ror 1939 to 1949 he worked as the Vice-Chancellor 
of Banaras Hindu Vidyapeeth. During this time he faced many 
problems successfully and Increased the merit and fame of 
the University. In 1943 the Martial Law was going to be 
enforced in the University campus, but he under his own 
power gave stay to It. He issued the students their caution 
money and sent them safely to their homes.

In 1939, In praise of him the famous Pope of
Canterbury said that Banaras would become the Centre for

gthe world for philosophy.
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He went to Paris in 1946 as the Indian Represen­
tative for toe meeting of ufitsco.

For moam years he worked as the Vice-President of 
Sahitya Akadami.

Thus Dr* s* Badhakriehnan worked on various posts 
in the field of education for forty years of his life i*e* 
from 1909 to 1948* His scholarship and vast es^erianos in 
the field of education ease taken into consideration and 
the Government of India appointed him as the Chairman of 
the university Education commission which was set t$> 
immediately after Independence in 1948. The commission had 
made the educational survey and made valuable recommendations 
about the policy and development of education. The University 
Grants commission was established under the direction of 
these recommendations, The commission had suggested so 
many developments and helped to establish old universities 
as wall as to open new universities and to co-ordinate them. 
This Commission is also popularly known as or*fiedhakrishnan 
Commission of Education after his Chairmanship,

n.5 wmUttSSim!!!sm* »

Or* s, Radhakrishnan was not only an educationist 
but also a world raputed scholar, philosopher, orientalist
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and statesman. Hs had been revered for hi» versatile work 
and was awarded with many honourable degrees. Including 
*Bharataratna*, *m.a.*, 'D.Litt.*, *ll.d.*, *d,c.l.*,
* f. b. a. ' and * Qrde-pour-1 e-Merlta by the Indian as well as 
the world*e varloue renowned univecsitiee and institutions.10

In 1948, he was appointed as the Indian represents* 
tive in the Executive council of UNESCO.

He worked as the Leader of Indian Delegation to 
UNESCO iron 1946 to 19 §2 and strongly advocated for world- 
peace and world-community• He had worked as the President 
of UNESCO General Conference from 1952 to 1954 and in 1958, 
and turned every atone to maintain the world-peace and to 
build the world into one family.11

He had been appointed as India* s Ambassador to 
ussa, from 1949 to 1952. India*s relations with u.s.&.r. 
were made close end friendly by him. Martial Stalin, who 
was very strong end firm in his opinions, also fait the 
necessity to ses Professor Radhakrlshnen, cfi. 3T9
afszjzrc $rurr-*rr w srrl.

Dr. Radhakrishnan had worked as a member for the 
Committee of Indian Constitution.

Ha had alao worked as the Vlce-Preeident of 
International p.e.n. as wall as the chairmen of Indian p.e.h.
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Then he beeame the first Vice-President of Xndia 

in 1950 and was continued opto 1962. Afterwards he became 
the President of India in 1962 and was eontinuad \jpto 13th 
May, 1967, Thus, Plato's dream of 'Philosopher-King* came 
to be true* The famous British thinker Bertrand Russel 

Heartily congratulated Or. Radhakrlstaan and stated that 
philosophy ess revered by his selection ef. *

wmfHs ftt$ «t%. sfrfftfjR * wi

The then Preeldent or. Rsjendra Prasad was also 
plsased by his selection and eald that Plato*e dream of 
'Philosopher-King* beeame true.**

For his tremendous and versatile work he was 

awarded the most valuable award the 'Bharataratna* by the 
President of India in 1954.

‘Golden star* the moat valuable Victorian award 
of Vetkin city was conferred on him by V2th Pope-Paul in 
1964,

'Doctor of haws’ was awarded to him by Hew York 
university in 1964.

After his tour of U.s.a. he went to Greet Britain, 
where the Queen of fiagland awarded him the ’Order of Merit* 
end honoured Mm«
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He had been awarded the moat honourable prize of 
Tenpleton foundation in 1974.

From 3.96? to 1975# ha spent his life calls and 
quietly is reading, thinking and meditating,

Ha breathed his last on 16th April, 1975. A great 
thinker, philosopher, educationist, politician and 
humanitarian is no more but ha is still remembered and is 
made iranortal by his outstanding work and contribution to 
all fields of life in general and to the field of education 
in particular,

II.6 PR-S. RAPBAKRlSHHAftj* 6
*

br. s. Raditakrishnan had written nearabout forty 
three valuable books on philosophy, religion, peace, ethics, 
culture, civilization, Hinduism, history and education. His 
educational thoughts are scattered and spread and are found 
in various books and in speeches delivered by him on various 
occasions. The most Important source of his educational 
ideas. Ideals and thoughts is the Report of University 
Education commission (1948-49) of which he was the Chairman,

The books which contain his ideas about education 
can be enumerated as follows t
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1) 'Kalki or the Tut tire of civilisation*, London < 
Kagan Paul, 1934,

2) ’An idealist*& Vim# of Life* (Ed, 2), London > 

G.A.& u., 1937*

3) *Education, Politics and war'* Poona i 
International Book service, 1944.

4) 'Occasional speeches and writings Oct. 1952 - 
aan* 1956*, Delhi t Director, Publication 
Division, 1956,

5) 'occasional speeches and Writings Feb, 1956 - 

Pab* 1957*, Delhi t Director, Publication 
Division, 1957,

6) ' speeches and writings - May 1961 - May 1964*, 
Mew Delhi i Publication Division, 1965.

7) 'Religion and culture*, Delhi t Hind Pocket 
Books, 1968,

8) "JO wards a Mew world*, Delhi t Vision Books, 

1980,

Besides the above mentioned books, be had also 

written a ms»ber of books on the subjects like, sociology, 
history, ethic*# philosophy, religion, peace, culture and 
civilisation, (An exposive list of his work is given in 
Appendix-XX).
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II.7 COBO.UDIHG MHABKB •

The foregone paragraphs discuss Dr. Radhakrl*hnan*s 
childhood# his educational career# his academic achievements, 

his other ashievenents and his literacy work. The life 
sketch given here may throw some light on the development of 
his educational thoughts. This chapter highlights mainly 
those aspects of his life which are significant from the 
view point of the development of his educational thoughts.



34

MHJB3S

1) Perdue# Peter A* - "Badhakrlehnan" an article icon 

"Encyclopedia of world Biography" Ed. McGrav Kill,

Book Oonpany, Hew York# 1973# Vol.9# pp. 77*78#

2) jm £r. irwp»q % (^r># yftm
y$nm, y*, *# *tt. t*.

3) Ibid# Ch.2, p.14.

4) Perdue* Peter A. - "Redhakxlehnan* an article from 

"Encyclopedia of World Biography"* Ed. fte-Orae Hill 

Book Company, Sew Yftrk, 1973# Vol. 9# pp. 77-79*

s) tfst - #r. irwrfwq % (^fpr), jrftwr
wrm, 5^, suft, 'P'W i# <rr. ^

6) Ibid# Ch* 4# p. 21*

7) Ibid* Ch.8# p* 55.

8) Ibid# Ch. 8* p. 57.

9) Ibid* Ch. 10# p. 78.

20) Sahltya ^aderoy* Men Delhi * "who*» who of Indian writer*", 

Author# 1981# p.266.

11) Ibid.

12) 4rs$^PT, <m - * &T. TFfTfSBTl ^ jrtcWT

Wfrm» yt# %\tA, 5^I°T $, t7T. 8.

13) Zbid* Ch. 15# pp. 99-100.

14) Ibid, Ch. 15, p. 100.


