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II.) XNTRODUCTION 1

The first chapter introduces the problem of
research on hand to the reader. It deals with such points
as the spproach to the problem, its significance, need, as
3lso objectives, It aléo discusses the research procedure
undertaken and limitations of ths study. It also gives
the scheme of chepterization,

Singe this study deals with the gontribution of
Dr, S, Radhakrishnan to the field of education, it is
thought appropriate to have his life sketch which may throw
some light on the developwent of his educational thoughts
and hehce, this chapter. The researcher proposes to
discuss such points as Dr. Radhakrishnan's childhood, his
educational career, his academic achievements, his literary
work, This chaspter highiights mainly those aspects of his
life which are significant from the view point of the
developnent of his educational thoughts,

I1.2 DR.S, RADHAKRESHNAN'S CHILDHOOD 1

‘ Every year all the Indian celebrate *The Teacher's
Day" on 5th of September which 18 the date of Dr, Radhakri-
shnan's birth, He was born on 5th September, 1888 in a small
village named Tiruttani 4in Chitur district of t Temilnadu
State.
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Dr, Radhakrisinan's ancestors were living in
a small village named ‘Sarvepalli' before some years,
but efterwaris they came to Tiruttani to earn the bread,
Tiruttani is at the diastance of sixty kilometres from
Madres city.

The name Radhakrishnab is pronounced &5 ra-da-
;c/ruh nan ( w.q.ﬁnuri )’.‘ He belonged to an oxdinary
msiddle class Telagu-Bralmin family. The economic condition
of the family was not very good, HiS parents were
traditional, pious and religious minded, So the gifits of
religiousness, morality and faithfulhess were naturally
granted to Radhakrishnan from his childhood, Radhskrishnan's
father was serving as an accountant under the landlorxd of
the village. #e had 8ix children; a daughter and five
sons, Dr, Radhakrishnanh wes a second son, The childhood
was spent in Tiruttani as well as in Tirupati, Tirupati
is just nearby to Tiruttani, Both places are holy and
religious, Thus, domestic and external atmosphere wes
holy and religious. This pious and religious atmosphere
had the strong effect upon little Radhakrishnan, and
hence, from childhood he was deeply drawh towards
spiritualism,

Right from the beginning Dr. Radhakrishnan was
fond of reading. The reading of religious and philoscphical
books made his views wider and deeper. He himSelf had '

T

" i s

._ /

s
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admitted that the books wers his guide and faithfull
friends ct, | T YERTA aT9e gATANTER ¥, qTerT
gPest= saTye SToATY aTfoT qTEET aTdY eI wTirdr ger
Taafor 001N o794 QRRTNN W and,  qwbrars § arerr
qrfayts arfor RreTy fm ara,

By physic he was not strong and stout but rather
weak and thing and by nsture he was shy, self interested,
studious and meditative. iis vast reading and his
meditstive nature made him a true philosopher and the true
spiritualist in his later lite, He said that he was very
sensitive by neture of, = 47 J°dn BTG ArTOT AT
s@Adr ary. !

He had his priwary school educatior at Tixuttand,
But for further education he had to come to Tirupati, So
he left his howe at the age of eight and joined. The
Lutheran Missionary High school £for his secondary education
in 1896 and had continued uwpto 1900, When he was in the
high school he read the Bible thoroughly and came to know
the Christian religion in his childhood only.



I1.3 ! ’

v/ N
Dr, Radhakrishnan joined/Vuris/ College in 1900

and continued upto 1904. Afterwards he joihed the
Christian College of Madras &n 1905 for the final year

of B.A. degres course. There wers five optional subjects
and out of them ohe was to be selected for the final year,
At first Radhakrishnan could not select the subject, But
when his cousin=brother gave some books of philoscphy to
read, than after reading them he immediately fixed the
subject, i.e., philosophy, &ince then for lifelong he
became the disciple of philosophy,

From 1905 €0 1908 he madie a desp and thorough
study of philosophy. He read the Indiasn Philosophers like,
Gautan~the Buddha, Shankarachaxye as well as the western
Philosophers like; Plato, Aristotbe, Kant and Hegel., he
road Bwami Vivekanand and it made a great impact uwon his
thoughts, His seuse of pride in his own trazition was
deeply aroused by the eloquence of Vivekananda and
Rabindranath ‘h"qoro.‘

About Hindu religion vivekanand had said, "The
evil 1ies not with (Hindu) religion but against the
religion."> This was agreed by Dr. Radhakrishnan too and



21

he found the solace in the views of Vivekananda. He became

the strong exponent of Hinduism as he had studied Vivekananda s
speeches, articles and books, Iu the sane way he read
Rabindranth Tegore's literature thoroughly. Vivekanend and
Tagore had made a great impact uwpon Dr, Radhakrishnan's
thoughts and works,

He had obtained his B.A. degree with distinction
in philosophy from Madras University in 1907, He had
achieved the great mastely over philosophy since his
studentship. He had love for teaching protession, le
taught his classmates a3 well as the students of lower

classes,

lis wrote the thesis for M,A, under Dr. Hbg, titled
as "The Ethics of Vedant®, At that time Dr, Radhgkrishnan
was of twenty years only, Dr, Hog had encouraged him to
write aigut the Hinduism and hence, Dr. Radhakrishnan put
forth a clear and nige picture of Hinduism to Western
pecple by his thesis,

Prof, Dr., A.G. Hbg had praised Radhakrishnan for
his thesis and the knowledge of philosophy in the following
worde s &1 94 aT¥eATHOY qeawrardedTy vt wre ar
Teorydrams 1%, arr gardr ¥, amarerdro gga ey &y

qATOT STHH  GTEG4 9OT @NTA qTEUTTY gveY a IrveET
smﬁmﬁmwmﬁ.‘&
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Thus, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan had obtained his M.A.
degres with first cless from Madras University in 1908,

Afterwards, in 1910, he joined the Teacher's
College of Saidapeth for his L.T. {lLicentizte in Teaching)
examnination and had coapleted the course with grand success
in 1911.

I1.4 DR,S, RADHAKRISHNAN'S ACADEMIC
GAREER AND ACHIEVEMENTS 3

He had begun his acadenic career after his M.A.
i.e. £rom 1908,

He had been invited by Presidency College of
Madras, So he began his career there as an Assistant
Professor of Logic, From 1911 onwards he had worked as
a Professor of Philosophy and gontinued to serve there
upto 1917.

At £irst Dr, Ragdhakrishnan was shy and was not
mixing with others, but soon he became the popular professor
among the students., He wes helping the students throughout
his life; for example, a student from Calcutta University
could not purchase a book of philosophy. Heixe, he wrote
to Dr, Radhakrishnan, As soon as he wrote to Dr, Radha-
krishnan, he (Dr. Radhakrishnan) sent his personal copy to ‘..
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student. Dr, Radhakrishnan attached & note with the book
asking the student not to return the book., When he had

sent a book he was the Vice-President of India, as well as
he was working as the Vice~Chancellor of Delhi University,

Sir Moxagundam Vishweshwaraiyya was the Diwen of
Mysore State, He specially invited Dr. Radhakrishnan and
hence, he worked as the Head of the Department of
Philosophy in Mysore University, Mysore from 1918 to 1920,
He was a Professor of simple living with high thinking. So
he became the most respectable professor among the students.

Pr, Radhakrishnan was the most intelligent and
oconfident professor. A boy wanted to know about his
educational qualification, &0 he asked whether Dr, Radha-
krishnan had his education from the foreignh countries,
Upon this, Dr. Fadhakrishnan replied that he would not go
to Europe to learn, but he would go to teach them, And
the same thing haprened, he went to Europe and to other
countries to teach and not to learn,

Sir Ashutosh Mukherji, the then, famous Indian
educationist invited Dr., Radhakrishnan, And hence,
Pr. Radhakrisinan became the Professor of Philosophy in
Calcutta University. The fagulty (chair) of philosophy
was already opened by the name of King George Vth, Upon
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this chair, the mwnd professor Lr. brajendranath Seel
was working, After his retirewent Dr. Radhakrisimen was

selected whed he was of only thirty two years, Or. Radhbe
krishnan founded, “"The Arts Faculty Club" in the University
and arranged very ¢good speeches and he himself delivered
wonderful speeches as well,

After the death of Sir Aashutosh Mukherji he was
selectsd as & Chairman of ‘postegraduates Council in Arts'
in 1927, 1928 and 4n 1930,

From 1926 ohwards, Dr, Radhakrishnan visited
foreign countries as an eloguent speaker of Indian
philosophy and Humanism,

Dr, L.P. Jacks, "The editor, of the famous
periodical, ‘Hibbert' had invited Dr., Radhakrishnan to give
talks in the Apton series of speeches that were held in the
ranchester College of Oxford in 1929, Dr. Radhakrishnan
spoke in six series upon 'The Hindu View of Life' which
were liked very much by the people, Dr. Jafks wes very much
pleased and said that Dr,. Radhakrishnan had enlightened the
new spiritual thoughts in their minds,

In the samec way he went to Cambridge for the
Conference of Universities of United kingdom held in July

1926, He made speeches on Eradley and Shankarscharya in
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Moral Sciences Club in Cambridge University, The sSpeechas
were delivered 30 nice that all the newspapers and the
periodicals including ‘The Guardian', praised Or, Radhte
krishnan heartily. °‘The Guardian' said that those spesches
were 'epoch making',

He visited some of the churches in England and
delivered spontaneous and brilliant public speeches, After
listening thew a woman said that they need not send the
missionaries to India in future cf. * IYTFTY ATATUTT
83T WATRT ATHT ATIATA TNGATH AUATAT, aTTeT TR oYéTAT
arqy wIrE RS qraaoaTr Jr F19 70

In 1926, he represented as the Indian philosophar
in the International Seminar of Philosophy which was held
in England, Then, he went on tour of U,S.A. and delivered
opell specclas in Howard, Princeton, Yale and Chicago, which
were praised by the American people. In praise of
Dr. Radhakrishnan, Professor Joad said, "At his touch the
dead bones of Indian lore spring to new life."S

hiter theSe speeches Dr., Radhakrishnan became known
as the world famous philosopher and renowned spokesman of
Hnduisn, He worked as the bridge to join the Eastern and
wWestern cultures,
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when he came back to India he was awarded with
honour D.,Litt. degree by Madras University. and thus
Professor Radhakrishnan became Doctor Radhakrishman,

In 1927, he wvas held a8 the Chairxwan of the Thirad
Conference oi 1lndian Philosophical Congress, which was

held in Hombay.

In 1930, he became the Chaiman of All India
Educational Conference which had taken place at Banaras,

The British Government ccnferred upon him the
precious award ‘sSir' 4in 1931,

He became the Vice-Chancellor of Andhra University
of Bezawada from 1931 to 1937, Dr. Radhakrishnan opened
the various new departimants and appointed the renowned
professdors likey Sir Jahangir Koyajl, Prof, Hiren Mukherji
and Dp. V.KeR.Ve Ra0o, He arranged and develdped the hostel
facilities properly. e was very friendly towards his
fellow professors. Thus he tried his level best to increase
the standard and maintain the prestige of andhra University.
whel he was working as a Vice~Chancellor of andiwxa
University, he was still a visiting Professor of Philosophy
at Calcutta University. For his work he was made the
Life-Member of Calcutta University in 1931,
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In 1936 he was appointed as the Professor of
Bastern Relations and Ethics by Oxford Univerxsity.
Dr. Radhakrishnan wvas the first learned professor of
India who had been appointed on this respectable post,

In 1939 he became the Vice-Chancellor of Danaras
Univercity, but he was still visiting to Calcutta for
teaching., He received the british Academy Fellowship
and the Fellowship of Allgohas,

vre. Radhakrishnan wa® awarded LL,D, with honour
by Calcutta University for his dedicated and matghless
educational work,

He was granted with reverence the Honorary
Fellowship of Calcutta University in 1946,

Fror 1939 to 1949 he worked as the Vice-Chancellor
of Lanaras Hindu Vidyapeeth. oOuring this time he faced many
problams successfully 2nd increased the merit ani fame of
the University. 1In 1943 the Martial Law was going to be
enforced in the University Campus, but he under his own
power gave stay to it. He issued the students their caution
money and sent them safely to their homes,

In 1939, in priise of him the famous Fope of
Canterbury said that Banares would become the Centre for
the world for philosophy.”
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e went to Paris in 1946 as the Indian Represen-~

tative for tne moeeting of ULLSCU,

For some years he worked as the Vice-President of
Sahitya Akademi.

Thus Lr. S, Radhakrishnan worked on various posts
in the field of education for forty years of his life i,e.
from 1909 to 1948, His scholarship and vast expeérience in
the fiald of education were taken into oconsideration and
the Govermnment ¢f India appointed him as the Chairman of
the University Educaticn Comwmission which was set wp
irmediately after Independence in 1948, The CommisSsion had
wade the educational survey and made valuable recommendations
about the policy and development of education, The University
Crants Commissicn was established under the dir.cuon of
these recommendations, The Conmission had suggested 8o
many developments and helped to establish old universities
as well as to open nNew universities and to co-ordinats them,
This Commission is also popularly known as Dr, Radhakrishnan
Commission of Education after his Chaimmanship.
IZe5 DRaSe RADHAKRISINANIS

OTHER ACHLEVEMENTS ,

Dr, &, Radhakrishnan wes not only an educationist

but also a world reputed scholar, philosopher, orientalist
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and statesman, He had besn revered for his versatile work
and was awarded with many honoursble degrees, including
‘Bharataratna’, 'M.A.', 'D.Litt,*', ‘LL.D,', 'D.C.L,°',
‘F.B,A,' and 'Orde~pour-le-Merite by the Indian as wgll as
the world's various renowned universities and institutions.®

In 1948, he was appointed as the Indian representa-
tive in the Executive Council of UNESCO,

He worked as the Leader of Indian Delegation to
UNESCO from 1946 to 1952 and strongly advocated for worlde
peace and world-community, Le had worked as the Fresident
of UNESCO Genersl Conference from 1952 to 1954 and in 1988,
and turned every stone to maintain the world-peace and to

build the world into one fan:uy.u

He had been sppointed as India‘s ambassador to
USSR, from 1949 to 1952, 1India's relations with U.S.5.R.
were made close and friendly by him, Martial Stalin, who
was very strong and firm in his opinions, also faelt the
necessity to ses Professor Radhakrishnan, cf., ™ M4Ty arg

amawm—nrmm%gﬁrmrtm%mﬁm. f“

Dr. Radhakrishnan had worked as a mamber for the
Compittens of Indian Constitution,

tig had also worked as the Vice~President of
Internaticnal P.E.N, as well as the Chainnan of Indian P.E.N.



30

Then he became the £irst Vice-Fresident of India
in 195% and was continued upto 1962, Afterwards he became
the President of India in 1962 and was continued wpto 1l3th
May, 1967, Thus, Plato's dream of ‘Philosopher-King' came
to be true. The famous british thinker Bertrand Russal
Heartily ocongratulated Dr. Radhakrishnan and stated that
philosophy was revered by his selection cf, * T&HTA
FEIR@ 30 a1¥. W Tywrdre vThafm a Alsye =
ar FEdy @r@ sie, ~

The then President Dr., FRajendra Prasad was also
pleased by his selection and said that Plato's dream of

‘Philosopher-King' became tm.“

For his tremendous and versatile work he was
awerded the most valuable award the 'Bharataratna' by the
President of Indis in 1954,

‘Golden Star' the wmost valuable Victorian award
of Vatkin City was conferred on him by VIth Pope-~Paul in
1964,

'‘Doctor of Lawe' was awarded to him by New York
3
University in 1964,

After his tour of U,S.A. he went to Great Britain,
where the Queen of England awarded him the ‘Order of Merit'
and honoured him,



31

He had been awarded the most honourable prige of
Templeton Foundation in 1974.

Fronm 1967 to 1979, he spent his life calm and
quietly in reading, thinking and wmeditating.

He breathed his last on 16th April, 1975. A great
thinker, philoscpher, educationist, politician and
humanitarian 48 no more but he is still rereémbered and is
made imwortal by his outstanding work and contribution to
all £ields of life in gederal and to the field of education

in particular,

1I.6 DR,S5, RADEAKRISHNAN'S
LITERARY HORK 3

Dr, S. Radhakrishnan had written nearabout forty
three valusble books on philosophy, religion, peace, ethics,
cul ture, civilization, LKinduism, history and education, His
educational thoughts are scattered and spread and are found
in various books and in speeches delivered by him on various
occasions, The most important source of his educational
ideas, ideals and thoughts 48 the Report of uUniversity
Education Commission (1948«49) of which he was the Chairman,

The books which contain his ideas about education
can be enwmerated as f{ollows 3
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'Xalki or The Future of Civilizaticn', London i
Xegan Paul, 1934,

'An Idealict's View of Life' (Ed4,2), London i
G.2.& U,, 1937,

‘Education, Folitics and war', Foona s
Intemational Book Service, 1944.

'‘Occasicnal Speeches and writings Oct. 1952 -
Jan, 19% "', Delhi 1 Director, Publication

Diviasion, 1956,

‘ecasional Speeches and wWritings Feb, 195% -
Feb, 1957, Delhi : Director, Publication
Division, 1987,

‘Speeches and writings - May 1963 ~ May 1964°,
New Delhd 1 Publication Diviaion, 196S.
‘Relicion and Culture', Delhi 1+ Hind Focket
Books, 1968,

‘Towards A bew world‘', Delhi : Vision Books,
1980,

Besides the above mentioned books, he had also
written a nusber of books on the subjects like, sociology,
history, ethiocs, philosophy, religion, peace, culture and
civilization, (An exposive list of his work is given in

Appendix-1IX) .
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IX.7 QONMCLUDING REMARKS

The foregone paragraph® discuss Dr. Radhakrishnan's
childhood, his educational career, his acadenric achievements,
his other achievements end his literary work. The life
sketch given here may throw some ligld on the development of
his educational thoughts, This chapter higidights mainly
those aspects of his life which are significant from the
view point of the developmont of his educaticnal thoughts,
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