


"PU VC greeted
with “Go back”

By A Staft’ Reporter

PATNA, July 25: The Commis.
sioner of Patng DiV‘:lioﬂ, Mr G S
Grewal, today took over the
change from the Vige-Chancellor
of Patna  University, Dr A K
Dhan, amidst shouts of ‘go back
g0 back’ by the students.

It may be recalled that Dr
Dhan has betn appointed Vice-
Chancellor of the North Eastern
Region Central Unliversity, Dr
Dhan left for Delhl after hand-
ing over the chargeé of the Dni.
vers'ty,

The students had been oppos.
ing the State Government deci--
sion to appoint administratorg as;
vice-chancellors of the un!versi-|
ties in place of academleians,
Hundreds of students tried in!
va!n to stop Mr  Grewal at the:
gate of the University office, The|
students started slogans 'Grewal’
go back, Grewal go back, We
don't want bureaucrats as vice-
chancellors,’

When the  situation became
tense police was called In and
six students were taken into
custody,

Meanwhlle, the studen?s of the
Unlversity have decided to boy.
cot thelr classes from tomorrow
in protest against the Govern-
ment decislon to  appoint Mr
Grewal as Vice Chancellor,

One of the student leaders, Mr
Balmukund Sharma, condemned
the arrest of students and the
Government decision, He appeal-
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ed to the students to oppose
the Goverament move to instal
bureaucrats ag vice-chancellors,
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| for M. Babulal Sharma, -

'Khetri residents not

By KIRIT BHAUMIK
KHETRINAGAR, March 22.

T was fike waking up to fame

{or notoriety?) for the residents
of this sleeply  copper township
when it hit the headlines in news.
pupers and, perhiups, for the first
time, it was mentioned in foreign
broadeasts,

When the Lok Sabha and the
.vidhan Sabha agpitatedly debated the
‘“sordid incident” that was supposed
to have occurred here, it took quite
some time for the peaple to realise,
and believe, that it was this  little

the limelight.
" The intident——whatevet ' was knowd

‘forgotten, . =~
‘1t was not u ‘matter o! picas\m

‘ployee of the copper complcx 'lhere
were many things, he thought, 'in
Khetrl which could have caught the
public eye. .

POLICE REPORT

/63{ Similar sentiments wers expressed

by a cross-section of the residents,
from panshop owners 1o officials of
the copper complex. Mrs. Pushpa
Tuli, ward panch of the area who
lives in the peighbourhood of the
site  of the alieged incident—a
cinema hall—claimed that she would
surely have known if some such
grave things had occurred there,

The  allegation  that something
“shameful” involving women had oc-
curred at Khetri on February 26
was the first made in a “letter to
the editor” in a national Hindi daily
on March 7. K

Later, some other ncw«paper'..,g,ave
lurid details of the alleged incidents. !

’X}S \\'We do not know" ﬁvr “these can-

township that had suddenly shot into

to‘ chive, happcned——had plmost ‘,boen,

el

aware of ‘mass rape’

not be true” was the reaction of all
whom this correspondent interview-
ed in the township. :

Yet the story has {o be told, re-
constructed from the bits and pieces
of information this correspondent
could gather,

Accarding te tha firet information
repoit prepated by the station honse
officer of the Khetri police "station,
Mr. Shambhu Singh, an sgent of
sR. K. distributors in Cuttak, Mr.
Gopal Joshi, had organised a “Junior
Mahmood nite” in the compound of
Deenbandhu  cinema  hall at the
township on February 26.

There  were seating arrangements
for 3,400 people, but only some
2,500 uckets were actually  sold.
All the' advertised .
Junior Mahmood,WtMﬂ
‘Mﬂlw‘;aﬂkﬂ *-‘W'“
Billi, had turnod up 10
ances. . .

e Before the i'fum:tzo:; began

cession of striking workers went
to the nearby power sub-station shout-
ing slogans and - askmg the sub-
station . workers to join the strike.
The processxomsts however, dispersed
after some time,-

As the function startéd at 9 p.m.
sharp, a crowd of about 300, which
had come from different plaoes in
buses but were without tickets, tried
to enter the shamiana,. When they
were pushed back by the police, they
started throwing stones from a dlst-
ance.
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CHAIRS CARRIED AWAY '
At 927 pm, lights - weat off.
Power supply wis restored 3oon, ‘but
lights fajled again - after; two  minutes,

There was - confusion, -shouting ' and |

breaking . of  chaits, The policemen
on duty escorted ‘“the. 30 or 40  wo-

rnten” among the audxence to the

‘front lobby of the cinema hall, Some
candles were lit. to provide light.

~The crowd started melting away.
Many of them carried away chairs.
After about half an hour or so it
was possible for the women to come
out of the cinema hali, 'Ihey wese
then sent home,

Mr. Shambhu Singh's |tatement

other persons  in  authority had to
say. Mr. Ramnlal Verma, sub-divi-
sional magistrate,  who--was present
at the function, uxd that there .were
nearly 100 . women , in ~ thé ' audience,
some quite fashtonably dressed.

Col. Bhanot, chief of the industrial
security fqrcc at the copper complex,
said that since workers of the com-
plex had.gone on strike the previous
day, he was busy deploying his men
at different installations.

He had gone to a mine site and
was returning around midnight when
he fourid huge crowds in the streets.
On induiry, he was :told that there
was a film-star show at the cinema
hall twp and a half hours after the
break-up,

-quarters, . the, collector, Mr, ' Samant,
said the women among the ‘sudience
must have been 100 -to , 150.. He,

ing to ‘reporis he had recerved, there
were 60 or: 70 w0men.

LOCAT!ON or ﬂ'AGl

The function' .Wwas held on th’e
N g 1hape,d .ground  outside . the

,aborthe vmghwvi'ﬂh

was 2 night of orgy as’ alleged in
some  quarters. At any rale, there

bangles and women's . garments

strewn __i around, .

differed - somewhat from what two|

At Jhunjhuny, the dlsmct bead- i

however, hastened o add that accord- |

cinema - . The dais was set . up| -

o1 gy “that |
what wu, ed mo havv*iollom M
after” ﬂ?‘%m s ar s ovfL 1asco |~

was go tell-tale eévidence of broken {.
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« |Stephen’ Assails -
§ ’ e al |
Centre's Policies

} SALEM, June 10, and of the by-elections in several
The bickerings "in the Janata Janataruled States showed that ¢S

Party the indecision of the Cent- the common man had realised the

‘ral Government on various issues, mistake of electing the Janata

.open allegations of one Minister topower. -

;against another and the tendency  The Jansta leaders were trying

. to squander the foreign exchange to cover up their pitfalls and de-

: built up by the economic policies ficiencies gy blaming the Cong- \Q

of the Congress Government ress(I) for all the ills of the 1S
clearly showed that the Janata country. But the people had scen
was not good enough to governa through their game. Mr. Stephent
vast country like [India. , added.

* This was stated by Mr. C. ™.  Themillions of poor and down.
Stephen, leader of the Opposition  trodden were once again ,‘c‘onside-\

in the Lok Sabha while inuti ... rping Mrs. Indira Gandhi as their
ting the Salem district Congress champion. The propaganda by all
(I) conference here to-dav. He organised government - agencies
isald atrocittes on Harijans and had only made the common man
| other poor people were on the angry

!Increase, 1a» ur and student un- "Mr. Stephen said it was the;:féér\\

s$S

~& |lrest had created a serious situa<' that Mrs, Indira” Gandhi” had:t the
¥ tion in many Janata-ruled States, massive backing of the popr ‘that
prices « swere soaring and the made the Janata:lgaders.galk

& Andustrial-: base -~-nurtured “arresting “her.:%BY

" He-apoealel : 10 /4
: : stand uhited and facy
(R . . g “dhd dangerdus:
“ous Minlsters both at the Centre yhen the countfy would again
S and in the States. Bven the Prime snp into)\\ the old. colonial typeof ‘\ Dg
57 ||Minister eut a sorry figure In the .yl py : landlords, .  blackimar-
!face of the vpolitical DbickeringS YLeteers and smugglers”.
\and pressure tactics adopted - by r " Ramaswamy . Udayar,
‘this Ministerial colleagues. chhirman of -the Reception Com:
The recent election results In . pittee and Treasurer of the Tamil
Karnataka and Andhra  Pradesh yw,qy Congress (1) Comumiitee
o T welcomed ' the guthering.  Mr. R.{
Narayanan, MLA and DCC (iy’
President was in the chvir. Mr. Y:&
' Marimuthu, leader of the narty
in the Assembly hoisted the flug
[ ~Qur Staff Revorter.
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PM wants B1g-2 S
- to: come closer W

By Our Special Correspondept

NEW DELHI, July 31: The Prime
Minister. said today that in the  inter~ (7
est of world peace it was necessary [{C
for the W.S. and - the-U.S:S.R. to}
become f{nends and. gwe up their.;
su-picions *of each o‘hcr -

1
Mr. Mararji Desai told a group of"
‘American clergvmen that he had besn g
pleading with both the.- supsr-powers T
to beccme friends sad India could
act as a buffer, if ‘they liked. -
The Prime Minister expressed fullm N‘LQA

o

satisfaction with the oulcome of his
recent visit. to the U.S. He said he
did not go with any expectations and I 15
there ~was, therefore, no dtssatsfa»-
uon :
Referring to Indo-U.S. co-opermon
on wotld issues, Mr. Desai said that

15

both countries bclxcved in the ssme
walues. The U.S. could. do more be-
‘cause it :was more, powérful; - India
-ycoud only co-operate in -the- process=

MAIN ISSUE

“ Mr. Desal said the main itsue facing { 1%
Tadia as saving democracy and remo- I
val of fear, The Janata party had re-
versed: the divisive - frend  in ' Indian
“politicss Five  parties with different
backgrounds had merged. The merger
was not yet complete. There were erup-
nons here and ‘there, but they would
not lact long md the party. would
Progress,
chlymz to a question whether de.
< mocratic methods would solve India's

problems, Mr. Desai asked the clergy- U 15
men not td have any doubt on this}
score,. He -said it 'was wrong to think

ithat democricy was a luxury for at]l 5

: dcwelopxng country,
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o "Ms. Gandhls Condition
v for Congress Unity

ALCU‘I'I‘A, June 10." while we left the economy sound
Mrs, Indira Gandhi, Congress(l) they were ruining it. They clamm-{| ~¢5
President, sald heré on Thursday ed that prices had come down,
‘;S that she was- not ‘opposed to the but she did not find a single man“ 1%
‘unity move between the two Con. to confirm it she added-—-
gress parties. But it must be bas-
5 ed on the party programme, ‘she

((\- sald.
She -told pressmen that it was
& junot a raatter of acceptance of the
'\/ party programme on paper only.

: “Those who want to join our party
- | must be prepared for hardsaip

’95 and danger which are belng faced
by our partymer’, - She complain-
ed that in many States, hundreds)

TS {of Congress (I) workers were sub- ?ﬁ
jected to violence on false pre:
text. In West Bengal, for instance.
many of our party members had
been killed during the last few
mcmths. she alleged.

;ﬁr ng to a question- Mrs,
dhl sald ‘our party - is the“
DS

F15

'{ Congress and ~ we dld not
split :the Congress Party, It Is they
(Congress-Reddy group) who are
responsible for the split’,

On the proposal to hold an AICC
sesslon of the united - Congress.
Mrs, Gandhl sald-‘I do not oppose
any such move. J have left it toﬂ DS
my senior party; colleagues’.

Asked about he possibility of
Mr. S. S. Ray, former Chief Minis-
ter of West Bengal joining  her
narty Mrs. Gandhi sald ‘it will. beu DS
for the State unit to decide the
matter’,

Mr. Pranab Mykherjee . formes
Union Minister, who was present,
at the press conference. however.\ S

k]

sald the PCC members had ‘very
serious reservations  over Mr.
Ray’s admission .. into the Con-
gress (n.
When her attenilon- was drawn
to a_remark of the. CPM leader,
Mr, E. M. S. Nambudiripad' that
.there was a possibility of military
take-over in the country because
of politiral irstability, Mrs..
Gandhi sald it was the CPM which
was supparting the Janata Govern- fl
ment and therehy adding to the
confrsion.
Referring to the sale of zold by
the Government, Mrs. Gandhi said
7 don’t find anv point in selling
{)5 “the country’s gold’. She said they,
Janata Government claimed the ‘\)_g
o country’s economy was sound but




