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SACRIFICE

I was sitting beside the stream which flowed through the
garden but I was in a daze. So many flowers had blossomed around
but none of them could attract my attention. Such fresh green
grass lay like a carpet but it couldn't make my mind fresh. The
lovely clear water of the stream flowed on frolickings but not a
ripple could amuse my mind. The confusion rasing in my mind
seemed to burn my temple. A kind of confusion seemed to go on 1in

my stomach.

My mind was shaken with two kinds of thoughts. On the
one hand my parents troubled and wrung by poverty and on the
other, my heart teased and distressed with my personal emotions.

That was the state my mind was in.

Four younger siblings in the house,. So young that not

even one had finished highschool. My father used to get hundred

rupees or so he was a graduate and liked education. How enxious
he was that the family should earn a name ! But strenge are the
equations of destiny ! 1 was the eldest. 1 had become a graduate,

But there was such a large difference between my age and that of
my siblings that there was no likelvyhood of any of my brothers
being able to support my father's family in his lifetime. 1 was
born when he was young after he was poast his prime he had

lathered four children each after an interval of two vyears.

37



Nobody said anything explicitly, but the responsibility of
supporting my father and his family fell upon my sholders. My
father was about to retire. The children were just growing. 1
was helping my family with the feeling that not to understand the

situation would have been vile of me.

There was no need to tell that the help was needed. It
wasn't that my parents were unaware of the problems. | could see
that they were very much worried about our family. And looking at
their agitation I used to feel very sad for them. A thorn was
always pricking in their hearts we have to run the family with our
daughter's help. It's true that | was helping the family and this
help was needed but people’'s talking about this was like touching
their exposed nerve. And it was not at all surprising that their

hearts had become all the more sensitive because of that.

Even if someone casually asked when are you going to
marry your daughter off? they always thought that the question
implied that they deliberately didn't marry their daughter out of
selfishness. So naturally they used to get angery. Moreever the
anger also showed on their faces while talking to me. 1 always
used to say, "Aai why do you take it so seriously 7?7 We are not
drinking water from their hands. I1f tommorrow our family gets
well known then those very people will praise us. Then why should
we pay attention to their abuse. And secondly their words have no
value at all since they don't provide us with anything And untill

1 don't take it seriously myself. Why do you?

They used to be cousoled after hearing this. But there

were times when they saw something objectionable in my behaviour.
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Truely speaking the reason was not my behaviour but their own

abnormal (imbalanceed) mental state.

I will tell you a very simple incident. Once in a casual
talk 1 said, "Mali gets hundred and fifty rupees and she doesn’'t
give even a single paisa in the house. She always enjoyes herself
very much. Truely speaking 1 didn't want to talk about the

poverty in our house but I wanted to show Mali's squandering

nature. But when I said this Dada and Aai gave each other a
meaningful glance. Aai even w.id, "We koo o a Yoo ly paor®
Her eyeus filled with tears. 1 ton fell haod. Miuny o Laime, they
saw some sareasm even in my most easual words. And 1 too found

their suspicious nature quite oppressive.

Sometimes my mother would say, "Say what you like, but a
boy is a boy and a daughter is a daughter. In the begening 1 used
to get angry by such talk because ! couldn't understand their
mental state. I felt, even if they had a boy, what more would he
have done ? | was taking tutions besides my regular job. I1f they
still are not satisfied the fault is their's. 1 used to give all
my monthly income to them. 1 never said that I would do
perticular things for my own just because ] was earning money
myself would a son have done all this ? 1 was obediant to my
parents as were my other siblings. I never did a smallest thing
without feeling or asking Aai and Dada. Would a son have been so
obdiant? So I couldn't see any other reason but particlity when
my mother used to say that after all a boy is a boy and daughter

is daughter.
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Sometimes after thinking about it for very long I
consoled myself that they are also carrect. If a boy earns for
his parents it's supposed to be his duty. Peaople never find it
funny. Parents don't have to feel ashamed of that. But if the
same help is given by the daughter, people say For their own
selfishness they Kept their daughter unmarried. And we also feel
ashamed in front of them. That is why Aai and Dada must be saying
50, And it's but natural. It's not surprising if Dada's views
were currupt because people have made him suspicious and over-

sensitive.

Though harrassed by poverty, my parents never expected a
paisa from anyone And poverty sharpens self respect. That is why
aven a smallest obligation appears to be a heavy burden when they
used to be furious they would say, " Help from the relatives?
Never! We don't want even a piece of string from them Let them
have something from us! Why should we take obligations for a thing
some small thing like a stick ? We don't kno@ how are we going to
repay the obligations of someone in this life. Of course 1 always
knew that the last sentence was for he. And it used to become
intolarable for me. 1 even used to say, "Aai, you too? It’s ok
if you talk about others but why do you taunt me ? " Any how their
sharpened self -‘;espect and people's taunting, both made things
more and more difficult for me. 1 was getting fed up. But
whatever happened Aai-Dada's love for me and my love for them was
too great to distingwish That is why such fits fo anger mere
anger only shorthired. Many days passed this way. But one thing
was true. We stépped talking on some topics open heartedly. And

nets of misunderstanding were being woven because of this And
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there would be no limits to my remorse. Whenever my mind got
involved in it, 1 used to sit in some lonely place to bring some
peace to mind. And it wasn't a marvel that the beauty of nature

appeared like some poision to my eyes.

But the compunetion on that day was different from the
one | usually have. And there were reasons. A praposal of
marriage had come for me I was also feeling that taking in to
consideration the things that were going on in our house, why
shouldn't I be free from them? When Dada asked me about this
praposal | said with this thought, "0k, I will think over it.
That day my mental state was as i1f somebody was pushing me down
from a or shoving me in to a giger's mouth. I just can't
describe how seared I was of this marriage and of an unknown
bridegroom. My mind in a whril, refused to give an affirmative
answer, Dada even said, "From all angles this praposal is good
and people also gossip about us. Besides we have to consider this
thing sometime or the other. So think from all these angles I
also thought it was a good proposal. But to know how confused my

mind was you have to be a spinster.

That night I got in to bed as usual but 1 couldn't sleep.
I just shut my eyes and pretended 1 was asleep. 1 heard the
ciock struck two still I couldn't sleep. My head was buzzing. At
last | sank in to some kind of a jrowsy feeling for about half an

hour. Suddenly | was woken. My mother was sobbing.

I didn't let them know that 1 was awake and started
listening to Aai and Dada's talk. "Whatever happens marriage has

to take place sometime or the other but if the question of dowary
| gowar
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arises what shall we do 7

Aai heaved a sigh and Dada too. 1 felt as if my stomuck
was upset. What will the poor thing like her do ? Am ]I going to
turn their home in to a greveyard. For my sake? Tears welled up
within me. 1 also thought that I should wake up and tell Aai
"Aai, don't you worry. I don't want to get married at all.”" But
that was not the right time to talk like that. So I lay down as !
was. | wanted to know what else they talked. Let their minds be

clear.

At last Aai said with determination, "™ No, We should be
firm. We have created such a big family. We must carry out our
responsibilities whichever way we can. Why expect somebody else

to do that? Enough is enough! "

"Yes but ] don't think the question needs to be srlyed
just today. lLet us see what she decides. Everything depnd on

that"

"Are we going to think about it after she says vyes? We
should take it for granted that she is going to say yes. Whatever
we say, after all she is a girl. Somebody else’'s poperty, For how

many days can we use it? VYou may educate both boys and girls, but

can't deny that a boy's a boy and girl is a girl.

It was then that 1 understand the true meaning of my
mother's words. 1 felt very uneasy. 1 realised that my saying
"Yes" was only going to bring worries in the house. As if 1 was

taking my four small siblings my aged father and my mother in to
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the middle of the sea and taking away their o ars. God! Why did
you make me a girl? If a boy marries he siays in the same house
But a daughter goes to somebody elsee's place. Then how can poor
parents afford to educate both, even if they try hard? The night

passed away in such thoughts.

A fight raged in my mind between the future well being of
the family of my parents and my future. When | was sitting at the
bank of the stream the next day Ultimately I returned home. 1 was

feeling very satisfied because | had reached a‘Qgcition;I said to

Dada, "After thinking a lot about it, I have come to conclusion

that | don't want to get married right now.

Aai - Dada, who were suffering like me must have been
somewhat satisfied, at least for a day. 1t gave me some more
satisfaction to see my parents satisfied. And that was added o
the previous great satisfaction I got from my decision. 1 started
feeling that my parents are much better than others 1 see
elsewhere 1 Know many parents who tell their daughters strictly
not to marry because of the difficulties 3n the home or they
compel them remain unmarried by telling them their sad stories or

using some other way.

! started feeling what a good person Dada is ! He never
forced anything on me. 0On the contrary, 1 could see in him an

anxious desire for my marriage; that 1 should get married and live
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fault if the question of my marriage worf?é&fﬁim because of the



helplessness of poverty. What could Aai - Dada do in such
circumstances. Haven't they given me freedom to think about this
decision It's ok then, Because of my free thinking 1 thought
that I won't h;¥t them in their old age. They have suffered a lot
to bring me up and to make me able to think so much. If 1 got
married and thought only about myself it will be my selfishness.
So my decision about not marrying gave me a lot of satisfaction

But tell me O God: will this sense of satisfaction remain soa

forever?
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