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HOW CAN MY FATHER'S FAMILY LIFE BE MINE

For the past few days | have noticed that it has become
immpossible for me to get along with my parents. How can | say
that | am not to be blamed ? But 1 feel that it 1s equally my
parents fault. Sometimes 1 get the impression that even if it is
the mother who has given birth, and the father, their love for us
is not ehtirely unselfish, If 1 start talking this, perhaps you
will laugh at me or critisize me. So let me first tell you my

story and then you can give your your verdict.

My parents belong to a poor family. Father gets seventy
rupees, but we are six siblings. 1 am the eldest. On sesing this
row of sisters my mother’'s friends used to advise her to marry her
daughter off so that she would get a son. At one times, as is the
natural Wish of parents, they wanted to marry me off but they
couldn't get a suitable proposal. Thereafter, my first brother was
born. After that, the question of my marriage remained aside and
it was decided to make me a graduate. There may be two reasons for
this. My parents were themselves feeling the strain of their life
of poverty. So they may have thought that it was not proper to
marry their daughter off before she became able to earn at least
for her survival in difficht times. Another natural desire may
perhapes have been that if educated,their daughter could, for some

time, supports their family. Both their desires were not
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unreasonable. Nowadays girls do get jobs sooner than boys.
Whatever the reasons, the fact is that they decided to complete my

education.

1 was but a college going girl. Wouldn't I need some things?
I needed books and I had to have money for the fees. The expenses
were a drain on my father's snergies. None of my brothers and
sisters had advanced much in their education. So a major part of
the expenditure on education was incurred on me. 1 used to feel
very concerned about this. But what could I have done? Though my
living was very simple, Aai always used to say " All the time you
need this and that. We will spend so much money on you and in
future you will go to someone else's house. Why should lose all
this monsy 7" Though what she said was true, 1 used to get angry
at her candid expression., 1 couldn't help it. These things are to
be understood without being discussed. Isn't that so ? However, my
eduction was completed. 1 have even been doing a job for seven

years now.
Baba's words the other day hurt me very much. 1 said to him,
"Isn't it that when difficulties arise in a house like ours, they

create a big problem because we don't save much 7 So 1 keep aside

twenty five rupees every month 7"

My remark distressed him beyond words. He said " This is it.

siblings matter."
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! was very surprised. 1 said, " Baba, suppose suddenly
tomorrow, some expense arises? Should not provide for it in
advance?" On this he flared up and said, " 1 understand
everything. If everybody starts becomming selfish then the family
will be destroyed in no time. We will see whaen the problem comes.

Presently 1 am worried about our day to day problems.”

I was no longer a small girl. 1 had been working for seven
years, s0 wasn't there any difference between me and my other
siblings 7 Suppose today or tommorow if 1 thought of marrying, 1
hadn't a penny to myself. Even though ] ama B.A., it i1s not a
certificate of my eligibility for marriage.'Dn the contrary., it
makes me ineligible. Because an educated and especially an
unmarried girl draws stares in society. With a love-marriage
perhaps ,the queston does not arise .But how could be that
possible for me 7?7 1 cannot mix with people due to fear of

gossip. My parents too will not like it

Well, evan if 1 decide to get married , are we going to
tell the bridegroom's family to take care of the expenditure on
both sides and get the marriage done? Wouldn't my parents feel

awkward? At least my self-respect would get definitely hurt.

But when 1 talked to baba about saving money the other
day, he talked so adversely. He gave me an examples of unmarried
girls who have passed the age of thirty-five and said, YAren't
they living? Then why are you so impatient 7?7 And why do you worry

about future right now 7
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1 said to myself, "Yes that is true. They have passed
thirty-five and and I am just crossing thirty, so why should I

worry? But inspite of my thirty years 1 am impatient!".

Baba said ,"Its a different case with boys but not with
girls . 1t is very difficult for boys to remain unmarried .If
girls are educated what is there to be afraid of? Girls are not
affected like that."l said to myself,"Indeed ,as if people get
married because they are afraid of something! Since girls can't
talk does it means that they have no feelings? Its a nice concept,

it is "

Baba went on, "Many young widows can lead a life of good
conduct . But we don't find an unmarried man in a thousand
Women's minds are never distracted and morever , all these worldly
pleasures are momentary. I say,a poor person should not indulge 1n

sush affairs ."

I got very angry but at the same time it made me laugh. For
ages people heve been talking about illusory nature of this
world. Somebody have told this to baba also | But this is one
mistake which everybody wants to make. And that is why the world

goes on. Otherwise things would have been difficult !

Of course, 1 said all these words to myself. But they had
almost come up to my lips . That day baba nearly made it clear to

me that I couldn't marry even if | wanted to
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He said ,"We did a stupid thing . We shouldn't have let our
family grow this big. But now we can't kill our children 1f we die
they will all wander in the streats. You must give up vyour
selfishness for the family. It is this selfishness that destroys
everthing. How can things go on if everybody starts thinking only
about himself? Why do you think about your future ? "That day |
Just didn't know what to say.l felt that this talk was disgusting.
May be from his point of view what baba said was true. Can't 1
understand his mental state ? But I too have a heart and human

faelings. I can't help that.

Whatever kind of persons my parents may hava been, Aai-Baba
used words when they shouldn't have because of their poverty. 1
cannot forget that there is love bshind all this. Because of the
hard blows of poverty love also hides itself in one corner of the
heart and puts on an armour of steel to face poverty. Whenever
they would talk so conceitedly, 1 would get very angry at them at
that moment. But again ! would feel, whatever happens they are my
Aai~-Baba. If they said one harsh word, haven't they also brought
you up with millions of affectionate words and love 7 Remember
only those lovely words with a greateful heart, 1 would tell

myself, so that all those harsh words will disappear.

But even after thinking calmly | can't solve one mystery.
How can my father's family life be minae 7?7 In this situation how
can | destroy the distinction between my own and other's ? My
family also won't be that of my children. Their family will be
created in somebody else's house. They will have thair sorrow and

happiness and 1 will have mine.



1 was astonished to hear Baba's thoughts. Definitely he
didn't wish il]l of me. But crushed between the mills of poverty
the condition of his family had become so odd and precasious that
weighed down by this dejection and fear, he talked in such a bad
tone. 1 cried a lot. Why can*t my father understand my line of

thinking ? How can I convey What I feel ? Wasn't Baba young once ?

They don't understand this and that is why I sometimes feel
that even the love of parents is commercial. Unless their children
pay the price of their love it does not ring true. Then may call
it a deal if you like. But because of this expectation of a price
a person’'s mind is bound to get perverted. Baba calls me selfish
if 1 start thinking about my future but isn't it guilty of the
same crime when he disregards my faeelings - even if for the sake

of his family 7

What is selfishness and what is selflessness 7 Many times
this becomes a mystery for me. 1 think the word selfishness has
many faces. From one sides it looks totally like selfishness but
gradually it changes it's colour and starts looking like
selflessnes. Doesn't what we call selflessness appear selfishness

from another anglev?

A psychologist has said that if a person commits an ill
deed, we scold him and desparately try to improve him. Truly
speaking, we suffer by his being a bad person. Actually, all our
efforts to reform him stem from our desire to diminish our desire

to diminish our suffering. Parents try to teach their children
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discipline to make them good persons . But why do they want them
to be good persons at all? Because they want to lesson the griaf
they would feel if their children do not turn out to become good

persons |

That a great ‘venerable’ man sacrifices his selfishness
means that he gets pleasure out of it . If he doesn't sacrifices

his selfishnesé. it will make him sad.

1f at all this way of thinking is true then no selfless
person would get craedit for his good deeds . Everybody will say
"Sacrifice ? It is a shame . All this for his own pleasure . What

s0 very landable about it ?,"

Its worth seeing how scientist go a step ahead and how
unfeelingly they think about it .Plato or somebody has said ,"why
does the mother feed her baby 7 Its because she wants to lessen
the pain in her breast caused by accumulation of milk. " When I
read this sentence 1 couldn't believe it. 1 felt what else can we
expect from a heartless sciaentist 7?7 Such remark for mother | Then
is it surprising that they call other people in the world self-

indulgent ?

But if we look at this way of thinking using our experience,
we feel that most of it indeed , is true. The feeling of
*self'itself attracts selfishness .Whan | say > my family, my

Aai, my Baba , my brother , my sister 'the love | have for my
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family or for these persons is only a cover for selfishness.
Selfishness itself takes on the garb of love . Any notions about
good and bad, better or worse in others are directly or indirectly
connected with my 'self'. It has an effect on my ego. Out of the
selfish desire ,that this should be a pleasant effect .that is
,out of selfighness, ]l wish well of them all.When the effect of
their well being on my ego is no longer pleasing and when only my
wel fare starts giving me pleasure , then ] become selfish. Because

I have disregarded others pleasure . | reduced it somewhat.

Isn't it the same case with my parents 7?7 The scope of
their selfishness is wider . They look after their children, their
own offspring with the same possessiveness and concerned as they
have for themselves. Thus they believe that the progress of their
family is their progress, their happiness. We call such parents
salfless .They themselves also fael so. They give themselvas away
for their family. They give up every thing of their own of their
family. But again the question arises th do they do this? Because
it pleases their soul. Whether | talk of my happiness or they talk
theirs, We are both being selfish. But the type differ. 1f a child
is dull, lazy, or lacks a sweet voice or is married to a person
from a different cast or religion; not one or two but thousands
of such things distress the parents. Some things are like a stigma
to their family or some are a blot on them and some they feel are
a shame on their cast. So parents become sad if their ego in terms
of their family, cast is hurt. They dont feal good. They feel that

their son °'should not be like this' or ' should not do this'. On
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the contrary the son gets pleasure in being exactly “like that’

and doing exactly the forbidden things. Their pleasures are of
different types. The selfishness of parents takes the name of
*love' for caste, religion, race or for their son. But the son has
no feelings for caste.,religion and race. He only thinks about
himself. So he is called selfish. That's the way of the world |
8o in short ,everybody is selfish or selfless,depending on the way
you look at it,. The difference is only of scope.And this scope

decides if the person is good or bad.

1 am also selfish . I love my parents but only till they
don't come in the way of my selfishness. But instead of cursing my
feelings, shouldn't they feel that these are natural? Deep within
their soul, they may be feeling so!l Indeed, those parents who
talk like this, are not to be blamed. Its the circumstances which
should be blamed. Why just this, let me say it before you savy,
that the money which parents spend to educate their daughters 1i1s
of no use from the point of view of repayment.The son repays his
father's debt but we only become the cause of that debt. Only a
son can be a true security . And now when Baba has passed middle
age he must be thinking how good it would have been if he had had

a son instead of me.

Aai-Baba had become totally helpless. What could they do?
And in this vast world ,what could their children do ? In a house
which has a daughter who has completed B.A. and is earning, how
can the parents bear to see their remaining children suffering ?
In this terrible situation who else could they turn to for help

but me?
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When such thoughts come into my mind | cannot think of
anything else for a while. But then 1 feel to whom can | turn for
support? lIsn’'t it difficult even for me to fight this hard world
all alone.These very thoughts compel me to start thinking about my

future

What can | do ?7 | don't have the courage and strength to
live with my four sibilings and call it my family after my parents

depart.That is my weakness.! will rever any girl who can do this.

Well, if I decide to remain unmarried for some more days
are there any hopes of my parents being in a better condition ?
And to say something-l shouldn't ,tomorrow if 1 marry late in life
and have children ,will 1 be able to complete the education of
even my first child before | become old ? And what will happen to
them if | die before that? then wouldn't my family be worse than
Aai-Baba's? How you will laugh at me for thinking about such
distant future ! How you will critisize me | Many parents may even
say .,don't educate your daughters so that you won't be insulted by
them. May be 1 have committed the sin of turning parents away from
educating their daughters. But what can 1 do ? The poverty in our
country will definitely shake the foundation of our family
systeam. The ties of love of parents for children will also get
shaken up. Because of poverty or other reasons, girls will remain
unmarried till they reach adulthood and even if it is said that
ultimately they would get married , their mixing with men will be
considered immoral. On the one hand they will educate their

daughters for marriage and on the other they won't accept the
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character developed due to education and adulthood .0n the one
hand there will be this way of thinking of parents and on the
other daughters would have their own problems. So how can we find

a way out ? Who is to bend in front of whose selfishness ?

At least 1 don't see any way out of this. It is but natural
to think about oneself. lsn't this the way of nature 7?7 The tree
blossoms with flowers and fruits . How is it possible for a tree
to seek to retain the fruits on it even after they have ripened?
The fruits drop down, create new blossoms. That is the law of
nature. The tree can never enjoy its own fruit. Then why should
both of them grieve ovafwit 5 That’s why 1 sometimes feel that in
this condition each girl must solve her problem the way she likes

to.Nobody else can solve such complicated problems for us



