Comprshensian . . o , ‘
After sslecting ths passages, they are iimplified and

after grading them ths sxercisss aré preparsd. Thess
sxsrcises are mainly the compreshension sxercises, They
beacoms effective only when the carefully sslected passagss
of 158 to 200 words are provided. This requirsment is
fulfilled hers, The gquestions asked should be based on the .
exact meaning of ideas, idiems, words or phrasss as used irn
the passage. The qussations which are preparsd here, will fulfil
this requirement alse, It also has to be seen that the
content of the passage must be within the general knouledgs
of the sandidates sg that they are not defeatsd by a
complete lack of identity with the tepic. To fulfil this
condition the passages are sele€ted relatifg them with Indian
pontext or displaying general information

Various types of questions are sslected to test the
comprehension, Theoritical discussion of tho;a typas is

given bslow,

5.1 (1) Vocabulary Items/ Matshing Items .

Vooabulary items, seleecting a word and offering four or
five octher verds, or perhaps phrases, for the choice of ths
bast synonym gan be offered. This item ipn isolation i{s rather
feeble and it is eswsential te link such items with the uords
in context, where the exact meaning or usage of the word is

quite unambiguous,



Matching items simply require the preparation of tuo

lists of items. The candidate is required to match items

togethar, taking ons from sach list,

S5.1.1 (Guidelines for Writing Matching Items 13

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

All parts of a single matching item should be homogsnaous

in content that is, all should refer toc dates, all ta

names, all to places, and so on, Hs sure that the stuident

knows ths busis on which ths terms should bs matched.

If the tuo lists contain phrases of differsnt lenght, have

the longer phrases serve as stems, and the shorter ocnss

as responses,

Each liet should gontaim no mors than five to seven items.

When possible, include one or two more responses than stems.

Instruct students as to whether each response can be

used more than ones or only once.

Cach stem should have one, and only oni. response

associated with it} that is, there should be only

ons correct response for sach stem.

Arrange responses in a logical order for example,

alphabastically. Aveid response pattarns.1
In the present sslestion both the types of exeveises

are prapersd and maximum attention is given to the

guidelines.

1

Gy Brown,

%natina. 2nd Ed Hold, Ainshart and winstom,
g76, P, 257.
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8.2 TYrue/falses items 3

A true-false item 1ls a declarative statement; ths test
taker's task is to deterinine whether the statement is correct
or ingerract. Many people think that trus-false iteme are
restricted to factual content, to situations in which thers
is agreement as to the correct respones. If factual refsrs
only to recalling learnsd knowlsdgs, this view of trus-false
items is incorrect, since thsre is no doubt that this item can
,bn usad to tast application and comprehension of prineipine.

Truse~false items are easily scored and relatively sasy
to construct, certainly much easier than multiple-ghoice
items. And, since many items can be administersd in a given
ﬁta- pericd, scores on true~false tests san be highly
reliable,

S.2.1 agéggggggg_gg;_gggthigg trun-fglnc 1§¢§is

1)'ttopn should be based on significant Pacts, consepts, or

prinoiples, JItems should deal with a single &dasa.

2) The srucial element in ths statement should bs appearant
to the student. The truth of the statament should not rest
on trivial details or trick phrases.

3) Express items clearly and simply in words uhose meaning
are definite and precise and kmnoun to thes student.
Include no more than one Qualifying phrase. Use
quantitative pather than qualitative terms whenever

possible,



4) Statsments should bs clearly true or false, not partially
trus and partially falss.

§) Avoid mers repstitions or minor variations on textbook
vording. Ooc not crsate false items by inserting "not"
in a statement from the text.

6) Avaid "spesific determiners® - words such ss always,
never, or somatimes~-- which may provide clues te ths
correct answver.

7) Include appreximately squal numbers of trus and false
statements. Make sure correct ansuers do not fall in a
pattern.

8) When itsms rsfer to controversial material or to matters
of opinion or valum, cite ths authority whose epinion is
being used. !

on svery passage such typs of itsms are prepared in .
thicvstudy. And while preparing thaese {tems the above

mentioned guidelines are taken into account.

§.3 Multiple choice itemss

It is one of the most widely used and educationally
respsctable form of objective testing, A multiple choice
items consist of a stem, which may be sither a question or
an ingomplete statement, and a set (ususlly 4 or 5) of
alternatives. The student's task is to selsct the

alternative from among the distracters (incorrect responses),

1« G.pBroun, Prinai les of Educatianal and Psycholegical

Ecsting. 2nd ev Yorks » nston, <976
- *
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that correctly answers the guestions or completes the
statement .

The stem of the item should pressnt the problem in
enough detail that there is no ambiguity as to the nature <f
the problem; the altarnatives provide ths basis for 1nrqrrin§
whether the student possssses the desired knowledge. 0One
smpirical method of ebtaining distractors would be to have a
sample of students respond to a recall form of the item and
determine which wrong answers are most prevalent; these
responses tould bs incorporated as distracters. Other
methods of selecting distragters includs use of common miseon-
ceptions, logical altermatives, and distracters that
maximize item validity.1

Although multipls~-ghaice items have besn criticised
for testing only factual matarial, if properly designed they
can be used to test complex intellectual skillu.z

A 1args‘numbar of multiple-choice items can bs
administered in a relatively short period. Scoring of
wultiple-ghoice items is rapid and objectives and items can
be analyzed statistically.

1. Ebels 19721 Wesman: 1971, G., Beown, Priseciples of Educational
nd Psychologigal Testing. 2nd Edn. New gan: Wolt,
ﬂInoFarE and Winston, 1536. p,285, :

2. R.Anderson: 1972, Quoted in Brouwns Principles of Educational
nd Psyehological Testing. &nd Edn. New Yorkj Helt,
inshart an nston, 4976, P. 285,




5.3.1 Guide lines for writing multiple. choice itams:

1)

2)

3)

4)

9)

Urite clearly simple, and briefly, Eldminate nonfunctional
words. Use only words whoss meanings are clear to studerts,
The item stem should present the problem and all
qualifying phrases., The stem should include all words that
would other_wise appear in sach alternative.

There should be one and only one, correct responsaea. This
alternative should be clearly corract.

All distractions should be plawsible and attractive to
students who do not know the correect answer; yest they
should bs clearly incorrect, Biqtractions can be common
miscongaptions, frasquent errors, or other plawsible but
information,

Altsrnatives should be homogenscus in form and

grammatical structure. They should noct overlap, be
synonymous with sach other, or otheruise be interdependsnt.
Whensver possible, use new situations and examples. Try

to avoid respeating text book examples or phrassclogy.

Each item should be independant. One itsm should not aid
in answering anothar item on the test.

Avoid negatively stated items. Try to avoid using all of
ths above, none of ths above, or some of the above.

If an item includes controversial material, cite the

authority whose opinion is used,

10)Avoid irrelevant cluss to the correct answer providing by

response length, repetition of key words, common

associations, or grammar.



easier and more objective if ths teacher prepares s
scoring key prior to sgoring the test. Even vith a key,
some students probably will give responses that are not
on the key, and the teachar will have to uss his best

judgement in seoring these responss.

§.,4,1 Buidslines for writing short answver items

1) Pﬁraoa ftems so that thare is only one possible responss.

2) Phrase items so that student knows the type, lsngth,
and prucisni@a of the required responss, for examplse,
in items with numerical ansuer, the units in which ths
responss should be expressed; if a listing, how many
points to bes fneluds.

3) Ast gqusstions that can be completed by a word, phrase,
or ssntence.

4) Uss new examples of illustrations, Avoid wording or
axample taken dire#tly from the text.

5) Before administering the test, prepare a key that
indicate what responses will receive partial er-dit.1

The short ani@r ftems prepared in this study follcu

the above discussed line.

1« G.,Broun, Principles of Lducatienal and Psyshologics.
Jesting. 2n§ tdn. Nsw Yorks Helt, Rinshart and U?nuinn,
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