In 1963 The English Revieu Committee observed; "In
many of the states now the 'Structural Approach® to the -
teaching of English has bsen adopted. This invilves the
teaching of a certain number (about 240) of sentence
patterns and other linguistic material carefully graded,
and a vocabulary of 2000-3000 words scientifically selected
an the basis of frequency”! Thus the students are sxpscted
to achieve certain spscific gualg;/ And, therefors, their
achisvement oan be measured with a fair degree of approxi-
mation, If these goals are achieved it was thought that the
student would be able tu exprass himself with ease in
simple E£nglish. But the Committesés cbservation e€ the
students' agtual achisvement revealsd that "the active
vncabulaty of the svarage college entrant is about 1000-
1500 words, and his mastery of the strusture is uwoefully
1nadoquato”.2

From this study it may bes summarised that the larguage
abllity of the College entrants is not even fifty percert
of their expected languags ability in English. It must
also be added that this pertains to their receptive skills

and no comprshensive work seems to have been done on

1. The English Review Committee, Report, UGC, 1965, P, 9
2. Ibid.



productive skills. It is also clear that these studsnts

are to be given much practics in various skills, To

improve their compreheneion in English they are to be
provided with simple and interesting reading materials.

They are to be given a lot of practice im doing the exercises
whigh will improve their ability to,conprqhond_unn--n
passages Keeping all these points in view, this study

makes an attempt to produce some teaching materials, which
wvould help the students to improve their skill in r.ading

comprehension.

1¢1 Justification for choosing the topic 1

Reading is an intaraetive and interprstive process,
Thers must bs successful interaction between ths reader and
the discourss to be processed. The degres to which the
meaning and structure of a text are made apparent to the
reader depends largly on ths texts chossn. It is therefore
necessary to consider.

a) the rsaders oun strategies;
b) cultural frame of refarence; and
¢) rhetorical organization of the reading material.

The passages sslected in this study are specially
msant for the undergraduate levsl. They have besn chosen
from various scurces and are eimplified and graded. The
passages have besn selected keeping in mind the level of
students and their expsriensces of ths language, The content

of the passages is also interest sustaining and it would

0no



motivats the students to do further reading.
1.2 Seops_and Linitations

In all 15 passagss have been sslected. They are
simplifiged and graded by applying Flasch's 'Reading Ease®
formula. No try-out was given, conssqueantly it is not possi-~-
ble to test wvhether ths passages selected are appropriate

for a certain level or not. This part of the study is left
out due to the limitations of time,

1.3 Chaptesuise Summary

Ehapter 1I
This chapter takes a historieal revieuw of the teacring
of English in India. This chapter alsoc comments on the
teaching of E[nglieh after the attainment of independsnes.
The objesctives and language skills are also discussed in
this chapter.
Chapter_ 111
This chapter deals with the rsading process, it's
naturs, types of reading and reading comprshension.
This Chapter also discusses the importance of read:-mg
in English with special rsfersnce to India.
Chaptegp 1V~
1t is about selestion, gradatien and simplifiecatios
criteria applied to the passages selected for this study.
Fleskbh's 'Reading Ease! formula is applisd to the passages

and 'Resding Ease' scoree of all the passages have been



caloculated to grade the pyssages.

Chaptsr_ V

Lol X ]

This chapter deals with theoritical discussion

af the exercisses prepared in this study.
Chapter VI

In this chapter the passages selected are reproduced

and actual exsrcises ars given,

Chapter VI
It is s coneluding ghapter giving a few suggsstions

for further rsssarch.



