
“No man was ever a great poet without being at the 

same time a profound philosopher. For poetry is the 

blossom and fragrance of all human knowledge, human 

thoughts, human passions, emotions and language”

Coleridge S.T. (Biographia Literaria II, 19)



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A-1) Life and Works of William Wordsworth (1770-1850):

William Wordsworth was born at Cockermouth, Cumberland 

on April 7, 1770. He was the second son of John Wordsworth, 

attorney at law and an agent to Sir James Lowther. His Mother was 

Anne, daughter of William Cookson, a Penrith merser and of 

Dorothy. Wordsworth was a pure northern stock. The Wordsworths 

were the first of the family to settle in the Lake District and the 

person was the poet’s grandfather. Wordsworth’s mother died in 

1778, when he was eight, his father, when he was fourteen in 

1793.

As a child, he was of a moody and violent temper. Indeed, 

before his mother’s death, he had already developed peculiarities 

of character which caused her some anxiety about his future.

• Education

Wordsworth attended with Mary Hutchinson (his future wife) 

the infant’s school in Penrith, called Hawkshed Grammer school 

from 1779 to 1787. At that time he boarded in the village with Anne 

Tyson, at the cottage, still known as ‘Wordsworth’s Cottage’. 

Wordsworth speaks of his father as having never recovered his 

usual cheerfulness after the loss of his wife (William’s mother). The 

family was placed under two uncles after the death of the parents. 

The uncles discerned the talents of two of them- William and 

Christopher and bestowed Cambridge education on the future Poet 

Laureate and the future master of Trinity. In 1787 Wordsworth was
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sent to St. John’s Cambridge College of which his uncle William 

Cookson had been a fellow. He disliked the academic courses. In 

1790 he went on a walking tour of France, the Alps and Italy with 

his Cambridge friend Robert Jones, and returned to France late in 

1797 to spend a year there. During this period he was fired by a 

passionate belief in the French Revolution and Republican ideals. 

He fell in love with the daughter of a surgeon at Blois, Annette 

Vallon, who bore him a daughter. This love affair is reflected in 

Vaudracour and Julia and incorporated in Book-IV of The Prelude. 

Wordsworth took his B.A. Degree on January 27, 1791 and left 

Cambridge with no fixed intentions.

• London and France

Wordsworth’s guardians had destined him for the church but 

he pleaded for delay. He persuaded them that the best preparation 

for the study of Oriental language would be a year spent in learning 

French. Hence, he went to France at the end of 1792 for the most 

part in Orleans, Blois. He developed the keen sympathy for the 

principles of French revolution. He formed a deep friendship with 

Michel de Beaupy, a captain of the Republican Army. Book-IX of 

The Prelude bears witness to the influence exercised upon his 

thinking particularly political, by Beaupy. After his return to England 

he published in 1793 two poems in heroic couplets, An Evening 

Walk and Descriptive Sketches. These two works were nothing but 

his conventional attempt at the picturesque and the sublime. 

Descriptive Sketches described his tour to the Alps. In this year he 

also wrote (didn’t publish) a letter to Bishop of Landoff in support of 

the French Republic.
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Great Shock and Disillusionment

Wordsworth’s desertion of Annette, whatever the reason for 

it, tormented his soul. The violent course of events in France rudely 

shattered his dreams of a new world of liberty and progress. 

England’s declaration of war against France shocked him deeply 

and this is reflected in his verse dramas, The Borderers’ (pub. 

1842) and in ‘Guilt and Sorrow’

• At Racedown

In 1795 Wordsworth received a legacy of 900 pounds from 

his friend, Raisley Calvert, intended to enable him to pursue his 

vocation as a poet which also allowed him to be reunited with his 

sister Dorothy. They settled first at Racedown in Dorset, then at 

Alfoxden in Somerset, where they had charge of the son of their 

friend Basil Montague. While at Racedown Wordsworth began to 

correspond with Coleridge. The two had met briefly in August 

1795. The friendship of Coleridge, the loving companionship of 

Dorothy and the return to outdoor life in a beautiful countryside 

restored his mind to health. He said later that the two people to 

whom his intellect owed most were his sister Dorothy and 

Coleridge. “His experience in France, violent in its pressure, both 

on mind and heart, had in one sense turned his life out of its 

course; but its ultimate effect was to deepen and widen his vision- 

to strengthen his belief in human nature and to enlarge his vital 

conception of freedom so as to include nation as well as individual 

(Darbishire,1958: 10).”
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Alfoxden

In 1797 William and Dorothy moved to Alfoxden in the 

Quantocks to be near Coleridge who was living with his wife at 

Nether Stowey. These three persons were like three people and 

one soul. This was the period of intense creativity for both the 

poets which produced Lyrical Ballads (1798) a landmark in the 

history of English Romanticism (Ancient Mariner, Idiot Boy, Tintern 

Abbey etc.) This book ushered in a new era in English poetry. “It is 

not easy to assess Wordsworth’s ballads. They were aggressively 

and consciously modernistic and they had the merits and some of 

them the still greater demerits of most aggressively and 

consciously modernistic poetry (Margoliouth,1953 : 36)”.

• Stay in Germany

The winter of 1798-99 was spent in Goslar in Germany 

where Wordsworth wrote section of what was to be the ‘The 

Prelude’ and the enigmatic ‘Lucy poem’.

“Coleridge’s absence, the isolation of his daily life in the little 

city, the presence of Dorothy, herself a link with his earliest days, 

lack of books and outside interests, all alike combined to make his 

mind a more than usually clear mirror of his own experience. In 

some such manner, we may conclude, ‘The Prelude’ began to be 

written (Moorman,1957 : 421-422).”

• Grasmere and Marriage

In December 1799, William and Dorothy returned to their 

beloved Lake District and settled at Dove cottage, Grasmere. To 

the next year belongs The Recluse Book-I (later The Excursion).
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The Brothers, Michael and many of the poems are included in the 

1800 edition of the Lyrical Ballads (with which its provocative 

preface on poetic diction aroused much criticism). Wordsworth and 

Dorothy went to Calais on July 31st, 1802. They met Annette and 

his daughter, on their return Wordsworth married Mary Hutchinson, 

his cousin, his financial position having been improved by the 

repayment of the debts on the death of Lord Lonsdale. William and 

Marry bore five children, two of whom died in infancy. These years 

at Dove Cottage were the most creative years of his life. He wrote 

the greater part of the The Prelude, Resolution and Independence 

and Ode on Intimations of Immortality. It was a recollection of his 

childhood memories. These poems appeared in Two Volumes 

(1807) along with many of his celebrated lyrics.

Wordsworth’s domestic happiness was overcast by the 

death of his sailor brother John in 1805, unwelcome marriage and 

death of his daughter Dora, which inspired many elegiac stanzas 

suggested by a picture of Peele Castle in 1807. The early deaths 

of two of his children inspired his sonnet ‘Surprised By Joy’ in 

1815. In 1830 he moved to Rydal Mount, his final home. His 

financial affairs were settled by a rich patron George Beaumont, by 

the sale of his poems and by his appointment in 1813 as Stamp 

Distributor for Westmorland Country. In 1814 he published his 

longest work The Excursion. The White Doe of Rylstone’ and two 

volumes of Miscellaneous Poems in 1815, Peter Bell and The 

Waggoner in 1819.

Now he wandered from year to year through Switzerland, 

Italy, and the Netherlands, along the Rhine, in Scotland, Wales and 

the Isle of Man. Much of the best of his later work was mildly
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topographical, inspired by his love of travel, it records his journeys. 

In 1843 he succeeded Southey as Poet Laureate.

• Death

Wordsworth’s last days were quite peaceful. He lay for some 

weeks in a state of passive weakness; at last on St. George’s day, 

in 1850 his spirit passed away. He was buried in Grasmere 

churchyard as per his wish. He died after the publication of a finally 

revised text of his works (six volumes. 1849-50). The Prelude was 

published posthumously in 1850.

• Influences on Wordsworth

William Wordsworth is regarded as a great poet of Nature. 

He is also a philosophical poet. There are a few remarkable 

influences on him. The first and foremost important impact is of 

French Revolution. The events in France left a deep impression on 

his mind. He stayed in Orleans and Blois in 1791-92. He developed 

a friendship with Michel Beaupuy, a military officer. Wordsworth 

was also influenced by the famous author William Godwin. 

Wordsworth wrote his two great poems ‘Guilt and Sorrow’ and The 

Borders’ under the intellectual influence of Godwin. His sister 

Dorothy and friend Coleridge are the two significant and long 

lasting influences on him. Wordsworth and Dorothy were attached 

to each other. Dorothy's Letters make their mutual love known to 

us and let us into the depths of his poems. Wordsworth and 

Coleridge had many things in common. Coleridge influenced him a 

lot. They collaborated in a literary landmark Lyrical Ballads (1798). 

Wordsworth was a great lover of books. The philosophers like 

Plato, Kant, Spinoza and Rousseau also exercised 'a significant 

influence on him.
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His Works:

Poetry:

❖ An Evening Walk (1793)

❖ Descriptive Sketches (1793)

❖ Lyrical Ballads - (1st Edition 1798)

❖ Lyrical Ballads - (2nd Edition 1800)

❖ Poems - 2 Volumes (1807)

❖ The Excursion (1814)

❖ Peter Bell, A Tale in Verse (1819)

❖ The Waggoner (1819)

❖ The River Duddon (1820)

❖ Series of Sonnets (1820)

❖ Poems - 4 Volumes (1820)

❖ Memorials of a Tour on the Continent (1820)

*> Yarrow Visited and other Poems (1835)

❖ Poetical Works - 6 volumes (1836)

❖ The Prelude or Growth of a Poet's Mind (1850) 

(Posthumously)
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Prose Works:

❖ ‘An Essay concerning the Relations of Great Britain,

Spain and Portugal.....As Affected by the convention

of antra’ (1809)

❖ ‘A Description of the Scenery of the Lakes in North of 

England as an Introduction of Wilkinson's Select 

Views of Cumberland’ (1810)

A-2) Life and Works of Vasant Sawant (1935-1996):

The poet Vasant Sawant was born on 11th April 1935 at 

Sangulwadi in Vaibhavwadi taluka in Sindhudurg district at his 

mother's place. His native place is Phonda in Kankavli taluka of the 

same district of Maharashtra. His father Ladoba Gunaji Sawant 

and mother Savitri Ladoba Sawant belonged to the great ‘Warkari 

Sampraday’ of Maharashtra. His father was a farmer. The religious 

devotees go on pilgrimage to the sacred place called Pandharpur. 

His father Ladoba and uncle Rajaram used to go on this pilgrimage 

on foot. Vasant was the second child among three. The elder 

brother's name was Anant. His sister died in her childhood. In his 

childhood there used to be a Bhajan on the Ekadashi in his, house. 

This religious atmosphere with prayers to God played an important 

role in his becoming a poet. His love for Bhajan (a musical prayer) 

is even today continued in his family.
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Education

Vasant Sawant took his primary education in Phonda. 

Though scholar, he was a naughty boy in his childhood. For his 

disciplined development he was sent to Topiwala Highschool, 

Malvan for his secondary school education. Malvan, another taluka 

place in Sindhudurg has natural beauty like Phonda. In his higher 

secondary education he developed interest in Sanskrit language 

which helped him for his aestheticism. His actual journey from 

Phonda to Malvan for his further schooling, from Malvan to Mumbai 

for job as well as for college education and again his coming back 

to Sawantwadi gave his poetic mind a kind of versatility of 

expression.

During his Mumbai stay (1953 to 1963), Vasant Sawant 

learnt a lot. During these years he was brought into contact with 

many upcoming and leading Marathi poets like Mardhekar, 

P.S.Rege, Indira Sant, Vinda Karandikar, Vasant Bapat, Mangesh 

Padgaonkar and Sharatchandra Muktibodh. Then the centre of all 

the new activities in the field of poetry was Mumbai. He got full 

exposure to his poetry and real sense of freedom. It is in this 

period that through the imitations of the poetry of these stalwarts 

he found out his own way. After his schooling he did a job in Indian 

Railways, in Mumbai. Simultaneously he obtained his college 

education in Siddharth College at Churchgate, Mumbai. He used to 

stay in Nene Chawl, Girgaum. In Siddharth College, he was a 

favourite student of his well-known teacher Ramesh Tendulkar. 

Later on, this relationship turned into the everlasting friendship. He 

could not get llnd class in his M.A. degree examination. This grief 

tormented his mind deeply.
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Marriage

At the age of 29, he got married to Nilima, 27 who was born 

and brought up in Mumbai. She has a very affluent background. 

Her father was quite an educated and sophisticated person. She is 

the first graduate in the Sawant (in laws) family. Before her 

marriage she used to work with the Pay and Accounts Dept, and 

was graduated in Mathematics from Ruiya College, Mumbai. While 

in Mumbai, Vasant Sawant met His Highness Shivramraje Bhosle 

on whose insistence he left Mumbai and joined Shri Pancham 

Khemraj College, Sawantwadi in 1963 where he worked till his 

retirement in April 1995. His wife Nilima too got a job in Rani 

Parvatidevi Highschool and Jr. College in 1969 where she taught 

Mathematics for 26 years till her retirement in September 1995. 

The couple has only child, their son Hemant who was born in 1965 

and did his engineering from VJTI, Mumbai and was shifted to 

America with his wife Madhuri in February 1997, after the death of 

Vasant Sawant on 23rd December 1996. The poet Sawant 

suffered from throat cancer and was hospitalized for many days. 

Even the Konkan Gourav Puraskar was awarded to him in the 

hospital only, by Vinda Karandikar, Dnyanapeeth Award Winner 

Marathi Poet. Meantime he was recovered from his illness but it 

was the hope in vain and at last the disease took his life away on 

23rd December 1996. During his illness, the family had already 

been shifted to Mumbai.

• His Home and Nature :

Like his house in Phonda his Walke House in Sawantwadi 

was surrounded by trees, lush green Nature. The company of 

Nature-springs, rivers, the Godess Ugwai, in Phonda, beautiful
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Narendra Hill, Moti Lake in the centre of Sawantwadi, played an 

important role in is becoming a poet. With his friends he used to 

seat at ‘Dolkathi’ at the banks of Moti lake and discuss different 

aesthetic subjects. He always tried to go for walks to different 

places around Savantwadi like Narendra hill, Miyasahib Samadhi, 

Zirangwadi etc. He always loved the company of Nature. In a way 

he can be called a lake poet like Wordsworth. Many of his poems 

inspired his mind on the banks of Moti lake. Because of this great 

attachment with Nature especially of Sindhudurg, he never had 

thought of shifting to Mumbai in spite of repeated requests of his 

wife. The Moti Lake provided necessary inspiration for his poetic 

creations. He had a great share in the formation of Dakshin 

Ratnagiri Sahitya Sangh, now known as Sindhudurg Sahitya 

Sangh which has been a very significant activity. Sahitya Sangh’s 

irregular periodical Aboli created the background for the upcoming 

new authors in the region. The primary purpose of the Aboli was to 

provide a platform for young and promising writers of the region. 

“He was the founder member and the president of Sindhudurg 

Sahitya Sangh from its formation in 1972 till his death in 1996 

(Deshpande in Aboli: 1979-80:1).”

• His Temperament and Influences :

His uncle Rajaram, an ex-Serviceman influenced him in his 

childhood and this influence continued even in his later life. Sawant 

was also proud of his father and mother, especially of their 

religious tradition. The Marathi poets B.B. Borkar and Keshavsut 

(Krushnaji Keshav Damle) created a remarkable impact on him. 

Among his friends were also noted persons having literary 

interests. The novelist Madhu Mangesh Karnik, Ex-editor of
Loksatta Madhav Gadkari, Prin.H.V Deshpaffe, Prin.Gopalrao
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Mayekar, Vidhyadhar Bhagwat, A.D.Rane, Harihar Aathlekar and a 

few others.

He was of a moody nature, always liked intellectual talks 

with his friends like ‘H.V.’ (as he called him). He used to go for 

evening walks with his friends. His temperament was of throbbing 

nature.

The death of His Highness Shivaramraje Bhosale shocked 

his mind. He was invited for reciting his poems in many literary 

functions. His love and interest in music made him recite them with 

dramatic effect. There was musicality and rhythm in his recitations.

• His Works:

He wrote five collections of poems. The first volume. Swastik 

was published in 1973. The manuscript of Swastik was pending 

with the publisher for nearly 10 years. However, Vasant Sawant 

wanted it to be published by the same publisher ‘Popular 

Prakashan.’ It was his psychologically disturbed period. His second 

collection Ugwai was published in 1984. The title itself has been 

taken from the goddess Ugawai. Devrai, the third anthology 

appeared in 1990. The fourth being Mazya Daratale Sonchafyache 

Zad in 1993 and the next published volume is Sagareshwar 1996. 

The title has come from an exotic sea beach. His last work Vasa a 

long poem (Khandkavya) is published recently in 2007 

posthumously.

His other works include Prawasvarnana Ek 

Wangamayprakar, his Ph.D. Thesis.
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His first volume Swastik contains 67 poems. He achieved 

State Govt, award and also Keshavsut Paritoshik for this. It was 

published in 1973 by Popular Publication in a series Nave Kavi: 

Navi Kavita. Swastik has established its own identity. He is 

included in contemporary poets. The images in these poems have 

dreamland coloursheds. They include moon, fog, flower, sky, 

rivers, hills, lakes, rains and what not! And there’s an aesthetic 

mind in such images. His aestheticism and his religious beliefs are 

the impetus for his poetry. There is a folk life, lush green beauties 

of Nature and spiritual glimpses (Anubhuti) in his poems.

> Awards and Honours Won by Vasant Sawant

1. ‘Kavivarya Keshavsut Puraskar’ - Maharashtra Rajya (1974) 

Swastik (1974)

2. ‘H.S. Gokhale Puraskar’ (1985) Maharashtra Sahitya 

Parishad Pune - 30. (Ugawai)

3. ‘Shri Sant Namdev Puraskar’(1991) Swatantrya Sainik Bhai 

Futane Pratishthan, Jamkhed, Dist.Ahamadnagar.

4. ‘Guruwarya Puraskar’ A.Aa. Desai Gourav Nidhi,

Hatkhamba, Ratnagiri 1994.

5. ‘Yashwantrao Chavan Sahitya Puraskar’ - Yashwantrao 

Chavan Sahitya Va Sanskrutik Pratishthan, Pune April 1995

6. Adhyaksh, 5th vedganga Gramin Sahita Samellan 1991. 

Adhyaksh, Ratnagiri Zilla Lekhak Melava 1978

Anek Kavisamelnanche Adhyaksh Va Sutradhar.
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7. Rashtriya Kavisammelan, Akashwani Delhi 1980 (Prajasttak 

Din) Maharashtracbe Pratinidhi.

8. Konkan Marathi Sahitya Parishadetarfe Konkan Marathi 

Sahitya Bhushan Purskar 04-12-1996 (4th Konkan Marathi 

Sahitya Sammelan, Sawantwadi)

B) Significance and Objectives of the Study:

Significance:

The proposed study is based on a selection of the poems of 

William Wordsworth and Vasant Sawant. The selection is made in 

view of the theme ‘Poetic Pantheism.’

Today, a comparative study is an important area of research 

Maxmuller says, “All higher knowledge is gained by comparison 

and rests on comparison (Pathak,1998 : 25).” So also Henry 

Gifford has remarked “A culture that ignores what is happening 

outside, very soon goes provincial and dies (Gifford,1969 : 81).” 

Mathew Arnold has also emphasized the necessity of comparative 

study in order to understand one’s own literature better.

It is therefore, very interesting and rewarding to explore the 

concept of ‘Poetic Pantheism’ with reference to some selected 

poems of Wordsworth and Sawant. On one hand, the proposed 

study is significant in itself as a critical inquiry of the poetry of 

Wordsworth and Sawant and on the other, it will provide us some 

comparative insight in the poetic visions of these poets. Moreover, 

it will provide us with some better understanding of Vasant 

Sawant’s poetry. In fact, William Wordsworth belongs to the 

Romantic Revival of the early 19th Century and Vasant Sawant

14



belongs to the later half of the 20th Century Marathi Poetry. 

Wordsworth belongs to the western English poetic tradition and to 

the legacy of the ancient Greek culture and Christian religious faith. 

However, Sawant belongs to Marathi poetic tradition and to the 

legacy of ancient Hindu Philosophy and religion. Thus, the two 

selected poets belong to the different poetic, religious and 

philosophical traditions and two different periods. It is therefore, 

very interesting to perceive or to understand how these two 

different poets belonging to two different traditions and periods 

interpret the relationship between God, Universe and Man.

Marathi and English are two different disciplines. Therefore 

the present study is not only comparative in its nature but an 

interdisciplinary one also. The major focus in such comparative 

and interdisciplinary studies is on the understanding of the visions 

of the authors involved in such studies. Literary periods and 

societies are always subjects to change and therefore the literary 

forms and styles have been modified from time to time. Yet there 

is, and ought to be something permanent in literature. That which 

is permanent in literature has always been interpreted in terms of 

the relationship among Man, Nature and God. When it is seen 

through poetry, we call it ‘poetic pantheism’. Thus, the present 

study is an attempt to have certain perceptions in this regard.

Objectives : The main objectives of the proposed study are as 

follows:

i) To consider very briefly, the meaning of the term 

‘Pantheism’ and to define the concept of ‘Poetic 

Pantheism.’
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ii) To study some poems of William Wordsworth and Vasant 

Sawant that represent their concept of poetic pantheism 

and to attempt the critical analysis of the selected poems 

in terms of the theme of Poetic Pantheism.

iii) To obtain a comprehensive and comparative view of 

poetic pantheism as revealed in the selected poems of 

William Wordsworth and Vasant Sawant.

iv) To compare the poetic vision of William Wordsworth and 

Vasant Sawant in term of poetic pantheism and to arrive 

at certain conclusions.

C) Scope and Limitations of the Study :

The term ‘pantheism’ is basically a philosophical term and it 

has been interpreted in several philosophical traditions in many 

ways. The primary objective of the present study is to understand 

only one aspect of the term ‘pantheism’ i.e. ‘poetic pantheism’ and 

that too with reference to the selected poems of William 

wordsworth and Vasant Sawant. Obviously enough the scope of 

the present study is limited by the given context. The present study 

does not attempt a thorough study of the poetry of Wordsworth and 

Sawant and therefore it is not a complete study of the entire poetry 

of the two selected poets. The limited focus of the study is on the 

selected, Nature poems of the two poets only.

The study doesn’t include the prose works of the two poets. 

However, some passing references to them are essential in the 

present context. At the same times it is not a complete critical 

study of the selected poems. The primary objective is to obtain 

some insight, of the poetic visions of the two poets in terms of the
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theme of ‘Poetic Pantheism’ only. However, a comprehensive 

statement on the comparative perspective of poetic pantheism of 

William Wordsworth and Vasant Sawant is attempted.

D) Approach (Method):

It is necessary to have a very brief but comprehensive 

information about the lives and works of William Wordsworth and 

Vasant Sawant. At the same time it is necessary to define the 

significance and objectives of the proposed study. It is always 

better to have the idea of what one is going to do and what is not 

within the preview of the present study. In other words, the scope 

and the limitations of the study should be clearly defined. The 

method and the objectives of the study (in the light of the scope 

and the limitations of it), go hand in hand. Therefore, the approach 

or the method to be used in the proposed inquiry should be 

defined. In this way, the brief introductions to the poets, the
o

significance and objectives of the study, the scope and limitation of 

the study and the methodology to be used will prepare a 

comprehensive map of the proposed study.

In the light of the selected topic, the terms, ‘pantheism’ and 

‘poetic pantheism’ need to be discussed adequately. Since the 

proposed study is focused on the theme of poetic pantheism of the 

two poets the selection of the representative poems of their poetic 

pantheism is necessary. The study also requires a brief survey of 

the critical opinion on the poetic pantheism of William Wordsworth 

and Vasant Sawant. It is to be noted carefully here that many 

critics and scholars have commented upon Wordsworth’s poetic 

pantheism. However, very few critics in Marathi have commented
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on the poetry of Vasant Sawant because comparatively Sawant is 

a very recent Marathi poet.

The selected poems need the critical examination in the light 

of the theme of poetic pantheism. It would be convenient to study 

the selected poems of William Wordsworth first and to undertake 

the study of the poems of Vasant Sawant afterwards. This will 

enable us to understand the poetic visions of the two poets 

independently. It will also facilitate to have a comparative 

perspective of the poetic pantheism of William Wordsworth and 

Vasant Sawant. On the basis of the analysis, interpretation and 

evaluation of the selected poems and due consideration of the 

poetic pantheism of these two poets certain conclusions can be 

drawn.

In view of the above methodology, the Chapter Scheme of 

the proposed study is prepared.
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