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SPOKEN ENGLISH

” Prof. R. K. Bansal Alla discussing spoken 

English la Bid la, offers Hie following oonswnti§*

* Eng 1 ish as spoken by educated people in Hidia does 

not differ radically fro* native English in graaaar 

and vocabulary* hut la proaunclation it is different 

fro* both British aad American sag 1 ish . Even with la 

India there are a large nunber of regional varieties, 

each different fron the others in certain ways* aad 

retalaiag to iose extent the (honetlo patterns of the 

Indian language spoken in that particular region. It 

is also true that ia every region there are good 

speakers of English aad had speakers of English. The 

terns good and bad referring to the degrees of 

approxination to native English and standard Indian 

English aad also to qualities of clear effective and 

intelligible speech. It would* however» be better 

to ain at international intelligibility.

He further mentions the following features that 

affeet the Intelligibility of Indian English.

1. Accent on the wrong syllable of a word.
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2. Word ordinarily accented in connected speech 

left unaccented, this la often accompanied with 

a very clone juncture with tee preceding or the 

following aocented word.

3* Substitution of ( d ) for English / A /n
4. substitution of (?) or (V*1) for English /V/

5. substitution of (v) for English / W /

6. Unfa*iliar proper names.

7. Lack of clear articulation.

8. Wrong usage.

9. {fee of riiort (e) for B. P. / el /

10. Elision of one or more syllables.

11. Use of unasplrated /p/ /1/ /ty the beginning 

of unaccented syllables.

12. Uncommon usage*

13. Mistakes in reading, substitution of another 

word, omission of a word, omission or addition 

of uninflectional suffix.

14. Substitution of /s/ for /*/ in inflectional 

suffixes.

15. Choice by the listener of a word that is more 

likely in the context.

id. substitution of / or / t / for EngllMi / S> /
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if. / 0 / t®° long.

18. Substitution of /*/ for /s/

Keeping 1b Bind the abort Mentioned features, 

we designed our test la spoken Englirfi to suit the 

level Intended. We have given a set of 20 pairs of 

words for sound diserinination* 30 words for word 

stress* 10 sentences te test the weak forns and 20 

sentences to test the Intonation patterns.

3.1 Sound d leer ialnat Ion t

A set of twenty pairs of words were given for
JL

sound dlsor inlnatlon. |he list of twenty pairs of 

words with correct answers is given below

1) Meat / / - wit /to a /

2) shut /;« / - shirt !\'n /

3) heels / k V -U / - hills / k 1I z- /

4) suoh / / - search / j ' 4 ( /

5) cheeks / - eh icke /Ifiks /

8) full /fu! / - fool / t U ' i /

T) leaked / i i / mm licked / itKt- /

8) pot / Pot / - port /T, I /



— 55 —

9) drags / d'r^z./ drugs / cl'> /

10) natch / — auch /pUfj /

11) sell /Sd / — sale /Sn/ /

12) wary /vim / — weary / (a t '/u/

13) red / 1: fd / raid lypuJ /

14) pressure /j°T — pleasure

15) ledger leisure /K°?;')'!)/

16) werse /\ir-c> / — worse ' /

17) sent / Sc’ni / — saint / c i ft t /

16) trend / VTe nH / w»M»n trained / i ft frd /

19) little /U‘t * / — battle /bX-tl /

20) sudden / ^ A cl p / button / /

I tea So* 1 wheat - vlt

le answered correctly by 6% students.

Item Ho. 2 t shut - shirt

Is answered correctly by 56£ students*

Itea Wo. 3 : heels -hills

is answered correctly by 22% students*

Itea No. 4 * each - search

is answered correctly by S6£ students.

Itea Mo. 5 % cheeks - chicks

is answered correctly by 20% students.
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Iten No. 6 3 full t fool
is answered correctly by 22% students.

Itew No. 7 S leaked — licked
Is answered correctly by 10% students.

Itea No. 8 •e pot - pert
is answered correctly by 36% students

Itea No. 9 3 drags - drugs
is answered oorreetly by 36% students

Iten No .10 3 natch - each
is answered correctly by 72% students

Itea No .11 3 sell - sale
Is answered correctly by 42% students

Itea No .12 3 ▼ary - weary
Is answered correctly by 14% students

Itea No .13 3 red - raid
is answered correctly by 30% students

Itea No .14 ee pressure - pleasure
Is answered correctly by 34% students

Itea No .15 ee ledger - leisure
is answered correctly by 26% students

Itea No .16 3 ▼erse - worse
is answered correctly by 64% students

Itea No.17 3 sent - saint
is answered correctly by 40% students
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Iten Wo. 18 2 trend - trained

is answered correctly by 52% students*

Itew Wo* 19 2 little - battle

is answered correctly by 74% students.

Itew Ho* 20 2 sudden - button

is answered correctly by 70% students.

Iteu-wlae afar its

Iten Nos. i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Answered 
correctly 
(out of 
iOO)

6 56 22 56 30 22 10 36 36 72

Iten Nos. 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Answered 
correotly 
(out of
100)

42 14 30 34 26 64 40 52 74 70

the above result sheet of sound discrininatlon 

shows that the majority of the students have failed in 

distinction between / |: / and / [ /* f \y f and / y. /»

/ 0: / and / i /, / ^ / and /* i /» / ^ / and / a, /.

At the sane tine* it is found that the majority of the 

students failed in using /w/ sound instead of it they have 

used £v/ sound in fvheat*. At the sane tine they failed 

in using /t/ in * leaked * and /a/ in'drags.*
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A sot of 30 words woro given to tost word stress.

Ibe following is the list of correct answers.

i) business / 'aU-nll,/ 14) affair /,)*•*• -)C«/

2) village 17) attack /.)< > K /

3) chatter / - j Jti 'j(»/ 18) observe /'Jb /. i 1 /

4) result /Tli/'li / 19) adult / ■) 1 1i /

5) aether /'/vuT. \ / 20) yesterday / J y Vj ^ ^ J/

e) farce /Vex : 0 / 21) innocence /

7) castle / Oj!/ 22) peraanent
1

j !•'■> • >v) ■; vt y

8) cough /M' / 23) manager /*viK h i d jj )-' !

9) watched / oCOti t / 24) afternoon / ' 4 : >•/

10) tort) /'U' t'A / 25) recommend KyjVVkMfj /

li) theatre
<

/9i j n c>/ 2d) absolutely

12) ser lous / SX >1 l !>/ 27) c oaf or tab le/r >-.vf, *; 0. /

13) valuable 28) ability Mik'. : /

14) saooth / S r>iu' <5 / 29) comparison c-v/r•- /

15) argue /u’^na:/ SO) ffcotograrh */

Item No. 1 J 'business'

is answered correctly by 28% students.

Itea No. 2 s •village'

is answered correctly by 30% students.

Itea No. 3 2 'chatter*

is answered correctly by 100% sttMMmts.
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Itea Ho. 4 s

Itea Ho. 5 2

Itea Ho. 6 2

Itea Ho. T 2

Itea Ho. 82

Itea Ho.__9 s

Itea Ho. 10 2

Itea Ho. li 2

Itea Ho. 12 2

Itea Ho. 13 2

Itea Ho. 14 2

Itea Ho. 15 t

♦result *

Is answered correctly by 56$ students, 

♦aother'

Is answered correctly by 100$ students, 

♦farce ♦

is answered correctly by 90$ students, 

'castle'

is answered correctly by 94$ students, 

'cougi *

Is answered correctly by 94$ students, 

♦watched *

Is answered correctly by 96$ students, 

♦toab'

Is answered correctly by 96$ students, 

♦theatre *

Is answered correctly by 96$ students, 

♦serious *

is answered correctly by 48$ students, 

♦valuable'

is answered correctly by 98$ students, 

♦swootlk *

Is answered correctly by 98$ students, 

♦argue ♦

is answered correctly by 86$ students*
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Itea No. 16 x ‘affair ♦

is answered correctly by 80$ students*

Item Wo* IT t ‘attach *

is answered correctly by 92$ students*

Itea No* 18 : ‘observe*

is answered correctly by 90$ students*

Itea No. 19 : ‘adwlt*

is answered correctly by 2$ students.

Itea Wo* 20 t ‘yesterday•

is answered correctly by 44$ students*

Itea Wo. 21 'innooenoe'

is answered correctly by 88$ students*

Itea No* 22 'permanent'

is answered correctly by 24$ students.

Itea No* 23 t * manager *

is answered oorreetly by 86$ students*

Itea No. 24 a 'afternoon'

is answered correctly by 40$ students.

Itea No. 25 ‘rocomnend*

is answered correctly by 82$ students.

Itea No. 26 'absolutely *

is answered correctly by 44$ students*

Itea No. 27 x ‘confertable *

Is answered correctly by 64$ students.
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Item No. 28 s (ability*

Is answered correctly by 0% students.

Itea No* 29 t 'comparison'

Is answered correctly by 60% students.

Item Wo. 30 t 'photograph •

is answered correctly by 100% students.

Itea-wise Marks

Itea Nos. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Answered 
correctly 
(out of
100)

28 30 100 56 100 90 94 100 96 96

Itea Nos. 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Answered
correctly 
(out of
100)

96 4* 98 98 86 80 92 90 2 44

Itea Nos. 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Answered 
correctly 
(out of
100)

88 24 86 40 82 44 62 00 60 100

lhe above result sheet of word stress shows that 

one syllable word is easy for the students to put the 

stress. But when there are disyllabic or triwsyliable 

words. It is found that students have put stress narks

on the wrong syllable* lhe disyllabic word 'adait* is
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wrongly ottered. The first syllable Is stressed by

the majority of Ihe students. Just two students 
with

read it/correct stress. Again the four syllable-^ord 

ability is wrongly pronounced by all the students. 

They have put the stress ont the first syllable.

It will be seen front the above analysis that the 

students are unaware of the use of stress in spoken 

english.

3.3 Weak forms

Ten sentences were given to the students to 

test the use of the weak forms.

The following is the list of ten sentences 

with correct answers.

1) I4a cowing with you.

/avir KivM-Tf) uii 3 /

2) That's an old story.

/''j^-5. ^ :vci 013. /

3) There's no need to worry.
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4) She's packed It neatly.

/Jjl*. |Jxiel it >■>' ' 114 j

5) Which one d'yon like.?

/iCri^ !jjmi cb ju lai\ /

6) I shall try ay best.

/g.1 \J’ iial (flat /

7) Where was he yesterday 7

/lO€ 4 ("4) lu J t I'. i ]<' U 'j ri t j j

8) Where does she live 7

/U^-DCti c^'u \ J U v /

9) when can you cone 7

/ix^n r jr, ^ v «jy, /

10) I shall be back at six.

/ fl 4 \ ;)'i V) i Si 1\\ j

Itea No. 1 : I'a coaing with you.

is answered oorreetly by 2% students.

Itea Wo. 2 t That's an old story.

is answered correctly by 34% students.

Itea No. 3 * There's no need to worry.

is answered correctly by 22£ students.
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lhe rest of the answers have not been 

answered correctly even by a single student.

In ltea No.2 and 3 students have failed to 

aake use of the correct weak for os. The students 

have succeeded in using the correct weak fora of 

the contracted foras. |t Is observed that the 

reading of the students is very slop resulting in 

the failure to sake use of the weak foras

3*4 intonations

Twenty sentences were given to the students 

for testing their use of intonation patterns.

The list of twenty sentences with correct 

answers is as follows

1) feat's the tiae.

*

2) fey are you so late ?

3) fee's coning with ne ?

4) fey don't you listen ?

i i

5) felch do you like best ?
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6)
t • \
litre does he live ?

T)
' [

The birds are singing in fee trees.

8) Both the children are playing outside.

»)
t

We’ ve been walking through the forest

10)
t '• \

I nut get wy hair cut.

il) fcfey I cone in ?
/

12) Are you afraid ?

13) Have you tine ?

14) Can you do It now ?

15)
1 i
Did you have a good holiday

/
?

16)
t
Are you angry with ne ?

/

17)
t
Bass the salt please.

/

18) 1 \
Cone again soon ?

/

19)
\ ^ ^

Return them tonorrow.

» • x,

You don't believe ■», do you ?
/

20)
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Itep-wlse Mirks

Iten Nos. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 iO

Answered 
correctly 
(out of 
too)

94 86 72 84 84 88 100 100 66 94

Iten Nos. 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 10 19 *>o

Answered
Correctly 
(out of 
too)

26 26 22 20 26 34 32 62 66 70

The above result sheet of Intonation shows that the 

students have used falling tone correctly hut they h^-e 

failed in using the rising tone. We nay say that, most of 

then are unaware of the use of these supra segmental features 

of English •
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