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VICTIM - Translation of Marathi One Act Play 'BALI'
by Vijay Tendulkar

(A room that can be denoted as a living room. The decor
suitable to the living room, but, necessarily with a door at
its back. It is the door opening into a small adjoining room.
The door 1s slightly ajar. Another door indicates a passage

leading to the exit door. There is a telephone in the room.

At the moment, Kamalabai is sitting at the edge of a couche.
Dr. Dange is pacing. Their faces show anxiety. On a stool

nereby a Doctor's bag and felt hat are seen)

Kamalabai : Do something Doctor, please and think of a way
(Doctor stops while pacing and looks at Kamalabai.
Bites his upper 1lip slightly and starts pacing
again) when I came to know of evérything ____and
needed help __ I remembered you. I believed
that you, only you will think of some way out
of this and help me ... and now if you are

behaving like this.

Doctor ¢ (stops, turns and indigantly) I am a doctor. Not

a gangster.
Kamalabai : Doctor!

Doctor : (pacing) nor am an accomplished lawyer assuredly

helping a criminal to come out clean.
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But Doctor ...

(pacing and halting) Yes, I am a doctor. Diseases,

diagnosis, medicines and bills are my world. I
don't understand anything else nor do I wish to.

I am a straight forward, simple man. Working

in the interest of me and my practice.
So it was my mistake to call. you here.

How can I say that ‘but certainly it was my

mistake to come here. I had no business here.

Then, whatever I felt towards you was all worthless!

The trust I had in you ...
And what about my trust in you?

It seems that you are perceiving me guilty. As

if I ...I did That.
If only I could decide that firmly ...
(in sharp tone) Then what's holding you back?

I have lost my Vability to decide anything. You

have completely confused me.
(in sharper tone) You are frightened.

Yes, I am scared. (the fright is now obvious on

his face)

Doctor, a person like you ...
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(in hoarse voice) I see only those who die naturally,

('gulps) I am not used to seeing murders.

{(tone still very sharp} Murder? Wwhat murder?

Whose murder? Who did it?

Don't ask me anything. I can't answer. I don't
even want to. Goodbye. (lifts his bag and heads

for his felt hat)
(waits for a second) What are you waiting for?

(puts his bag down) I can't go. I can't! I am
not sure whether I'll go home straight or to the
police station ... perhaps I will catch hold of
anyone down the street and scream "It's a Murder.

Someone's murdered."

: Doctor, what murder are you talking about? Who

.o

did if?

I ... I don't know. Why did you call me here

for? Why?

That could be my mistake. But it's up to you to

amend it and it is for the good of both of us.
(in ordering tone) Sit down Doctor and relax7
There's nothing to get disturbed, confused or
scared. No one has commited any murder. Why
are you being delirious? (Doctor sits and moistning

his dry lips with his tongue again, stares at
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her with lifeless look)

Prabhakar is no more. I could never imagine him
taking poison and dying. This morning I got wup
and came to him, I mean to this room to see
whether he was awake or whether he needed any
thing, or he could sleep well. And there he was
lying in bed as though he was fast asleep.
Assuming he might have ,had a sleepless night,I
decided not to wake him up and waited for two
more hours. Finished my chores and he still
didn't get up! So, again I went to his room -
to his bed, close to him, and caressed his face
to wake him up. I always used to do that. I
don't like to wake him up by calling. And, at
that very moment I realised that sométhing was
wrong ... terribly wrong, something omnious,
something unexpected has happened! He ... he
was no more. He has gone ... never to return.
My Prabhakar ... you know how much we loved
each other. Doctor; I would have never ever let

him go like this ... never, ever...

(silence for a while)

Doctor : But how did you come to know that he took poison?
(she gets baffled) Why didn't think of his heart
failure? Why did you suspect poison? You don't

suspect ... in fact you seem to be sure of it.

Kamalabai : (with expressionless face) But Doctor it's you
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who told me so a while ago. In that room
after examining Prabhakar. Otherwise how were

I to know?

I ... I didn't say anything firmly. I am afraid ..I
don't recal having said so. I said, "This seems

like poisoning ..."

'This is poisoning', you said so Doctor. If you
don't, I remember it perfectly. And had you not
said so, then how was I suspect poisoning Doctor?
How could I know otherwise? Last night I had
almost deathlike sleep. Normally I wake up twice
or thrice during the night and check whether
he is sleeping or needs anything ... I check
every thing ... but yesterday ... (sobs) Doctor

... how could this happen? (silence)

(uneasily walks up and down and stops) The
police won't believe you. It would be difficult

to convince them.

That's why I called you.

But how can I convince them?
Don't you have faith in me?

Faith? I had. but I don't have faith in you any
more.In fact,I don'thave any faith in me either.

I have lost all faith in everybody.
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: (gets up and comes to him) To be honest, Doctor, I am
innocent. What you felt for :.your friend.. more than
that I, his wife felt for him. And wasn't it
natural? I was nursing him for all these years
... never ever have I done it halfheartedly.
Never flinched from hardships, may it be day
or night (sighs) ... and this was to end like
this! why? Doctor .. Why?

{silence)

: {(in dry tone) What did he say to you before he

went to sleep?

: Nothing, Nothing to suspect about. He said "Sing..
Sahgal's song, 'So Ja Rajkumari' .. and I sang
it to him. Slowly he closed his eyes and was
fast asleep. Likea small child, slept in my laps

peacefully.
: But how did he get hold of that poison?

: How do I know that?

s

(half to himself) The medicine that I gave him
was not poisonous even if the dosages might have
been unproportionate. I am sure of that. Now he
couldn't have gone out on his own. Then, (to

Kamalabai ) " - Did anyone call yesterday?
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I ... I don't remeber, Doctor. But no one important

to speak of, My ...
(instantenously) Yours who was that?

My sister was to come. But something importantturned
up and she couldn't come at the eleventh hour. She
had rang me to intimate so. Then I had gone out
for a while. In the shop downstairs. He wanted

cloves. In the meantime ...
In the meantime .. what?

In the meantime if someone had come ... I don't

know.
When did you go downstairs?

Between Two and Three ... around Four. No it was

Three.

When you returned, Who was there...?

No one ... No one was here. Only him ... Prabhakar.
What was he doing?

He - was ‘3 lying idly:amd-reading.the maring Times.
What did he says?

Said..nothingHe just looked at me and started reading

again.

That's all?
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Yes. (pauses) But to be honest ... I had not gone
to buy cloves. Doctor, I didn't go anywhere yesterday.

I was at home and not a soul had come or gone.
Then why did you tell lies?

I didn't lie. I am telling you the truth, I just

suggested what could be told to the police.
(confused) I ... I didn't get the meaning!

What's so difficult about it? If we reported to the
police how it really happened, they won't believe
it, that's what you said! So I am thinking about
how it could be put. We h.ave to decide that first.

Doctor, please suggest something.
You ... You mean ... (inmaudibly) you ...

Gave poison to him? Yes, Doctor. The police will
certainly assume that 1 poisoned him. Then why
pretend the imnocence which will be difficult to

prove?
Kamalabai ...

(no change in her tone) I tell you again Ddctor.
Don't get confused. Keep your cool. We must face

it in a businesslike ménner. I need your help.

! But ... you mean..,., you mean it?

Yes. We must forget my innocence for timebeing and
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discuss this matter urgently. Suppose, I gave poison

to Prabhakar ...

(hurriedly gets up) .. I am leaving., I have to go.

I am going.

(in harsh tone) Where to? To the police station?
or to announce that a murder has taken place. If
the murder comes to light, not only mine but your

name too will get involved in this Doctor.
Why? Why me? What have I done?

Police won't believe in me or in you.

But I am a re'spected doctor!

The dead man too was one, And so is his widow.
Anyway, forget it Doctor. Sit down. I will tell you
the truth., I gave him poison and yet I am innocent.
I gave him poison to re]ieve him from his intense
pains. I could not bear his pains. My love for him
compeiled me to do so. Yesterday it became too
much ... My mind said .. Do it. Relieve this poor
creature from these unbearable pains ... this torture

... {(silence)

(aftera long silence) Poison ... where did you get

it?
Paison? Oh, money gets everything!

But ... you had it before hand ...
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(without hesitation) Yes, I had brought it for
myself .. if .. if anything happened to him, I
had decided for to take it myself. I didn't want
to live without him. I wanted follow him. And
(in deep voice) now here I am ... alone ... and

miserable. (she burries her face in her pallu)

(Doctor tries with heavy feet to pace. Stops in
front of the room. Stands still while staring inside
the room. With his back to audience. Controls

his emotions, then gets transfixed)

(statue 1like) No Kamalabai. There are no traces
of pains on his face. He is lying as if asleep.
(bitterly). As if sleeping while listening to Saigal.

Calm and quite. He didn't go through any pains.

- I canunderstand that. You are now telling a new

lie. (silence) He was not aware of your intentions
and you gave him poison as his medicines (in
different tone) as my medicine. (stands in the

same pose)

You diagnose not only diseases but lies too,
Doctor. And, I think, now you are out of your
earlier state of confusion. You are not scared now

and can think clearly. Right?

This 1is the first unadultered truth from you, I

believe.

From now on you will hear nothing but the whole
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Kamalabai

truth. Sit here Doctor and listen. (he is still
standing. She glances over) As you rightly said,
I gave him poison wheh he was unaware of that.
There were no pains. Nothing. He was happy. I
gave him a portion of the poison and he puts his
head in my lap and said, "Sing that song Kamu ...

So Ja Rajkumari ..."
(in shrill voice) Stop it!
You are dazzled by just one unadulterated truth!

You ingrate!

At least, you have no right to say that. Because

you too share the guilt in giving poison to Prabhakar,

Kamalabai!

Yes. This too is an unadultered truth. If we could
get rid of Prabhakar without much fuss, you and
me both would benefit from this. Didn't I tell

you so? a while ago?

(in weak. voice) My gain?
Yes. Your gain,

What's that?

You will have me. (silence) I very well know
your feelings towards me Doctor. I knew it and

understood it too. I too wanted it to happen. But

Prabhakar was the obstacle. I was wunhappy. He
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could give me neither satisfaction nor was he

dying.
You ingnate!

I am just a simple humanbeing ... a woman,
Doctor. I too desire that pleasure. What's wrong
in that desire? In the last ten years I became
restive suppressing that urge. I nursed my sick
and disabled husband Prabhakar quite honestly.
Trying . to. engross myself in nursing and thus
supressing the demands of my body. And then,
ycu came here on invitation from our first doctor,
you came here and kept on coming. You became

a friend of Prabhakar. And for me
This is not true!

Your voice is confessing the truth. Why deny in
front of me? I will recount the incidents ... the
exact moments and then perhaps you will be
convinced. Do you want me to tell you all that
Doctor? (sighs) I cherish myself on those memories
only. (silence) For me and for you, I killed
Prabhakar ... got rid of him. Once we are through
this police case then we become free-birds (gets

up and start walking to him) Doctor..

(suddenly the door bell rings shrilly. Both are
taken aback. Doctor stands up .. Kamalabai

becomes mildly delirious. A sort of mad fear
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starts crawling on her face. Again the door bell

rings)

(bewildered) Who's there Doctor? Who has come?

Police? Police have come to arrest us? Police?
(in hoarse voice) Shut up.

But how did they come to know? So soon? I was
so careful about every thing. Doctor ...

(again the door bell. Keeps ::.ringing for a longer
time) (clutches Doctor) Doctoy, now what should
we do? Where do we hide? Should I run away?

Where should I go?

Shut up (indecisive tone) They are not police.

No? Then?

{again the door bell) Doctor!
D ... Doctor!

(growls) Go! Open the door!
An ... And police ..

They are not police.
(again the door bell)
Even 1if they are, you shouldn't 1lose your
bearings. The cruelty that you showed while giving
him the poison, you have to repeat that. Straighten
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Doctor

Solicitor

Doctor

your face. Calm down. Relax .. relax now and go.
Open the door. If police or somecne you know Ais
there, only then show him in, otherwise drive him
away. Remember your face should be expressionless.

Choose your words carefully and ..

(the door bell rings for a long time) Go. Be quick
(he almost pushes her. she goes. Doctor looks at
the door of 'that' room. Sits in a couche, dabs his

face dry. Again starts looking like a ‘'doctor')

(entering, to Kamalabai) So how's he now? (looks
at Dr. Dange. Stops and then realizing who he is)
Well .. Doctor, how's he now? What do you think?

Where is he? Here? (goes to the door of 'that' room)

Shhh ... he is sleeping. Last night he was very
miserable. He has slept just now. (looks at his

watch) Only fifteen minutes back.

{embarrassed, comes back Sits on a couche) Oh!
Sorry. I tried to disturb him.
(silence. Kamalabai is standing anxiously)

(to Doctor) When did you come?

I ... I came in the early morning. Around four. I
received the call and rushed here. {looking at her)
Sit down Kamalabai' you are too tired. Relax, you
will feel better. (in authorititive tone) Just relax,
I say.

(she leans back in the couche)
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She looks quite worried. When she opened the door

her face ..

(staggering) No .. No .. nothing .. I am fine.

(ignoring her) She was up all night; plus the mental

stress.

Yes, one feels the tension.

Yes, and she was alone for the whole night here.

Prabhakar was wunconcious ... sort of delirium.

(pauses slightly) I came early morning.

Yes, I can imagine what she must have borne all
the while. Kamalabai ...
(she gets startled) Only you could do this. If

someone else had to ..
(in state of consternation) I? What did I do?

Anyone else couldn't have managed this. I agree.

No doubt Prabhakar has got a really courageous wife.

(looks at her. She again lies wearily)
(heartily) Lucky dog!

But how come you are here at this hour? I mean, so

early in the morning ..

Well, to tell you the truth. Prabhakar had called

me. Not at this hour, but today. But, you know,

the only time we are free is in the morning. So I
thought why not finish the work here and then go
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straight to court!
Work? What work?

Yes. There was some work. (silence) Perhaps you
might not know, I am a solicitor. Prabhakar and
I were schoolmates. We have been friends since those
goods old days. But these days, due to heavy work
and I just don't get time and you know, he too is
not keeping well and is invalid. So we lost touch
with each other. Any. way .. er.. Doctor, may I

know your name please?
Dange. L. C. Dange.

Yes, Doctor Dange, Do you think Prabhakar is getting

better? Any definite improvement? (waits for a while

- for his reply) yes?

(after some time) There was.
There was? You mean ...

{to startled Kamalabai in a calm and controlled tone)
Relax Kamalabai. I say try to compose yourself.
Every thing will be alright. Relax. (turning to the
solicitor) Till yesterday there was some improvement.
Quite an improvement. But since last night ... I
won't call it a set back, but ... there is no
improvement at all. Something unexpected ... I mean
... something strange has cropped up.

Strange? What do you mean?
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It's difficult to explain ... difficult means ... well
I am trying to resolve that (stares at Kamalabai)

I am waiting for that only.

You too are under tension, Doctor, in fact more than

Kamalabai .. it shows on you.

Yes, I am a bit tired myself. Feeling exhausted.
Last night, till one o' clock I was on a visit. Quite
a critical case of pneumonia. Again around half past
three came a call from here. (starts rubbing his

eyes with handkerchief)

(getting up) Well then Doctor, I think I should make

a move., I'll come again. Tell Prabhakar ...

(to Kamalabai) I think Kamalabai, let's have some
tea. (to Solicitor Karmarkar) Please do sit. Have
do sit. Have a cup of tea. I too should be leaving

soon. Right from a bath everything 1is pending.

.(slightly ordering tone) Kamalabai, won't you get

us some tea?

(uneasily) Well Doctor ...

No, no,She too needs tea.

(Kamalabai gets up and goes slowly) (to Solicitor

Karmarkar) Please do sit. She will feel better. She

.

needs some rest now. Nothing else. She is alright.

But the servant in the house ...
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I think he is on leave. I too haven't seen him.

She looks after everything.

Really, that's gerat! One feels respect for such
a courageous and efficient lady. You know, Doctor,
one feels humble in front of her. Who says woman

is a weaker sex? (silence for a while)

If I am  not being impertinent and, of course, if
it is possible, could you tell me why Prabhakar

had called you.

I don't see any objection in telling you. I had come
for the work of his 'Will'.

{silence)

But .. but ... why did he want to do it in such

a hurry? Why now?

Even I could not understand that. But I didn't
probe much. But when I had come here four days
ago, he broached the subject. Even I was a bit
surprised, like you. I tried to divert the discusion.
But he was persistant. He was not ready to speak
about anything else. V'At last I promised him to come

today. Then he felt at ease.
Was Kamalabai present there at that time?

No, I think, she was in the kitchen. She was busy

cooking. Only we two were in the room. (silence)

She is always busy. Doctor, I tell you, in these
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last five years, whenever I came here I never her
relaxing. She 1is either sponging Prabhakar or
reading something to him, or doiné some embriodary,
and if neither of these, then she used to be in
kitchen. Honestly, Doctor everytime I have envited
Prabhakar for getting such caring and loving wife.
It requires 1luck, no doubt. There's never any

quarrel, or Hff or any dissatisfaction seen here.

(door bell. Inside the sound of breaking a cup)

Well, Doctor, I think someone has come.

(standing. Face weary. Looking at the kitchen) Yes?
(again the door bell} (to Solicitor Karmarkar) Look

... this ... this ..
Yes?

Nothing. I'll be back. In a minute.

(goes in hurriedly. Solicitor Karmarkar is sitting.
The bell rings again. Solicitor Karmarkar gets up
and steps tdwards the room where Prabhakar's body
is) (Doctor comes out) I .. (stops geté quiet. Looks
at Karmarkar. Then recomposing himself) I thought

Kamalabai fainted ... so I went in and checked ..

(stands 1looking at Solicitor Karmarkar. The bell
rings again. Rushes to the door. Solicitor Karmarkar
comes back and sits in a couche) (ushring a person
in) Come in ... come in. I am Doctor Dange. She ...

she is busy so I opened the door.
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0O Sorry ... sorry for troubling you (sees Solicitor

Karmarkar) Hello Karmarkar! How come you are here?

Well, thought of dropping in. Prabhakar is asleep.
Then, should have left immediately but kept chatting.
Good, that we met. Come, Sit. Doctor, this too is
Prabhakar and my schoolmate, Patole. We used to

call him as Watole.
(trying to smile) Oh!
But, where is Prabhakar?

He is sleeping. He was awake all night yesterday.

‘{pointing) There. In that room.

How's he now?

Last night he was a bit unwell, the doctor was

telling. But now he is better. Isn't it Doctor?

Er ... yes ... yes he .. he is better now. I ..
I hope (in hardly audible voice} he is ... why
don't you sit? I ... I will be right back .. I ..

(goes in)
Where is Vahini? And where has this doctor gone?

It seems Vahini is under great tension. She 1looks
too much pulled down.

{silence)

(get up and moves towards Prabhakar's room. Peeps
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in) Ha! He is fast asleep. This fellow is always
sleeping. And here we have to work day in day
out. I really envy him some fme.  For the last
four days I am on duty. Couldn't get a wink's
sleep. Seems that it was my prevfous birth's sin
which has now made to join police service. (yawns)
Sleep, my pal sleep. Enjoy yourself. You have money,
good wife, sufficient time and illness to go with
it. (turns to Solicitor Karmarkar) Do I sound cruel?
(sighs. Turns to the room again) Anyway, the pain

shows on his face. It looks ashen ...

(slowly walks back to his chair and sits. Whistles.
Doctor comes) Come, Doctor, we enquired about the
health of your patient. No,no, don't worry ... from

a distance.
(to Doctor) Is Kamalabai all right?

Eh? Yes, She is coming ... getting the tea for us

I ... 1 will just get freshened up.

(to Patole) He is here since early morning. Since

four.
Oh, I see. Then there is not much of a difference
between doctors and policemen.

Eh?

Why are you startled? I didn't call you police. Just

compared in respect of sleeping. I too havn't slept
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for last four nights, I am a Police sub inspector

in intelligence department.

(in weak voice) I see ..

(Kamalabai comes in with tea)

Namaskar Vahini.
(Kamalabai freezes as she sees Patole. She goes
so weak that it seems that the tray she is holding

will sllip through at any moment)

(looking at her unease) Kamalabai!

: Er..

: What's wrong with her?

(regaining himself) What ... nothing ... nothing

(steps ahead and offers tea to everybody)

: Please do sit Vahini.

[3
.

(again gets startled. Sits mopishly)

Please have your tea, Kamalabai.

(extends the remaining cup to her. She holds the

cup)

Doctor we must take care of her. She may collapse
at any moment. (looks at her for a moment. Then..)
But what's exactly happened to Prabhakar? He has
not recovered for so many days: ... not days but

years. Anything really serious?
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(hurriedly) Of cource not! Such small ailments last

long. Isn't it, Doctor?
Yes ... yes. It's just like that.

(putting his cup on the T-poy)There is no sugar in

tea ... (unintentionly looks at Kamalabai)

(in soft but firm tone) Please get some sugar,

Kamalabai--

(shyly) No ... but ... why giver her the trouble ..

Doesn't matter. There is nothing to worry about
her as such. She needs rest; more mentally than
physically. (to Kamalabai) Won't you bring some

Sugar? (she gets up and goes in like a robot)

well, it seems you don't need much sugar, Doctor?
Or 1is it because eating less sugar is good for

health? You have finished your tea already !
I ... I don't take sugar. I have diabetis.

Oh!Diabetis to a doctor? Well, who is your doctor

then?
Well, it's not that serious. Just symptoms.

Suspected to be, eh? The word exists in the
dictionary of police too. But, ofcource with different

shade of meaning. For suspects. (to Kamalabai
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who has stood still while coming in) Not for you
Vahini, for the suspect ... Ohhh ...

(Doctor moves quickly and helps Kamalabai. Helps
her to sit in the couche)

Is she scared?

Faint ... she ... she seems to have fainted.
Oh! we gave her trouble over a trifle.

I am sorry. It was because of me.

Don't worry, she willl be all right now

(Kamalabai is lying motionless in the couche)

(stirring the sugar in his cup, to Karmarkar) You
know, I have just come from a place where a murder

had taken place.

{startled} Oh!

(Kamalabali also stares wide eyed at him)
Well .. a case of poisoning ..

What? Poisoning? Who did it? (looking at Doctor who

has suddenly stoodup) What's the matter, Doctor?

(with a vacant look in his eyes) I .. 1 thought
Prabhakar (in fading voice) .. nothing .. nothing..
I thought he woke up .. he Prabhakar.. (slumps

in his chair)
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(to Karmarkar) ' Poisoning .. but what kind of
poisoning .. that's what we are investigating. But,
no doubt whoever has done it, has done it with
full clemency. That man was lying dead as if he
was fast asleep. You know, exactly like our
Prabhakar 1is sleeping .. (then suddenly realising
the impact of his sentence) .. I .. I think, I said
something wrong. Doctor, please excuse me. " This
is what happens to us. (to Karmarkar) but, you
know that man really looked as if fast asleep ..
without going cose enough no one would ever suspect
that he is dead. Good work, no doubt. Well Doctor,
what kind of pbison can it be? Could you possibly

tell that?

I .. I .. well, that depends. Er .. poison .. there
are many kinds poisons. There are poisons and

poisons ....

I have sent the body to the mortuary. The cause
of his death would be &}s‘aﬁf sonly after the autopsy.
But, I suspect the murderer must be someone close
to him ... a friend or one of the relatives or the
servants .. can be any one of themb. I heard, he
and his wife weremot getting along well .. so she
too could be one of the suspects. But poor woman__ -
at least at the moment she seems inculpable and
innocent. She 1is really in miserable state after her
husband's death. Certainly not a show but real
mourning, But who knows? (looks at Kamalabal)
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Vahini! Why, only listening to it makes you so
restless! Oh Gosh! I didn't feel anything even after
looking at it. Well, of course I am quite used to

seeing corpses now.

And, besides, you are a man. Of course she too
is a brave lady. But you know she is under quite

-a stress’ since last night. Otherwise ..

(moistoning his lips) What .. what will happen to

that murder now?

Oh, that murder? Not much from what happens to
every murder! We will arrest the murderer and his
accomplices .. if there are any. No one can get
awéy from us. Let them flee to any where on the
earth, 1 assure you hundred and one percent, we
will reach there too. Our systems are fool proof
these days, Doctor there is no escape! Everyody
gets detected. (yawns) Ah! but one has to speﬁd
sleepless nights, Well, I don't understand, why
people commit muders at night! You -/ know., I liKke
‘day time murders. Well Karmarkar, what do you

say?

(laughing) Wwhy, do 'you think I occasionly murder

someone?

(getting up) I .. I am going ... there (pointing)
there is my room. I'll rest for a while.
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Ah, yes, please., Lie down for some time. Don't
.. don't try to do anything else. I'll inform you
when I go. Go, take rest.

{she goes mechanically)

(to Karmarkar) You, know, we strongly suspect that

a doctor is also involved in this case.
(unconsciously) Er .. what?

Ofcource, not a respectable doctor like you. But a
scoundrel! Well, I still am not sure of his motive
behind it. He may not have been involved. at all,
Can't say, 1it's just suspicion. One needs solid

proof.

You see, these days any one is  capable of doing
anything. Gone are the days of convincing one's
innocence just by his face. We find so many
perfidous people with innocent faces. If you go by
their faces, Patole, they are just like yours or

mine but their deeds are like hangmen!

You are absolutely right. These days whenever 1
see an innocent face I get more suspicious. What

do you say Doctor?

Me .. er ... well .. well, we know only two types

of faces __ one sick and the other healthy.

That's precisely why your bills are unpaid!
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I think, Patole, we should not make much noise,

That will wake him up.

In fact (no Doctor), please don't pay any attention
to this Doctor, but, you know I am making noise
deliberately, to wake him up. I can't tolerate seeing
any one sleeping peacefully, especially when 1
haven't been able to sleep for the last four days!
hey, why are you staring at me like this? This

is psychology! Isn't it?

: But Kamalabai might get disturbed..

we

That's true. Then we won't be invited here any
more. I think we must move now. I have to go and
inv.estigate in to that case of poisoning. After all
it's my job! I am not a solicitor! Well Doctor, will

you be leaving, or staying on?

Me .. I .. I think, I should stay here ... for a

while .. nobody else is here to help and..

0.K. you will tell Prabhakar that we had come to
meet him. Won't you? Come on Karmarkar, don't

you have any job to go on?

Of course, I have. I too should be leaving.

See, you remembered only because I reminded.

That's why we say that the police department is

essential.
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To remind?

Yes, morals, co-existence, co-ordination, law, ‘'keep
left', 'Road is blocked', 'Walk on foot path only',

etc., etc.
Ha! Listen to that!
Well Doctor, nice meeting you.

Of course we won't insist that you reciprocate!

I LR ] me LN 3
Hope Prabhakar will get better soon.

Send him your bill and chargge heavily K say 6 four
or five hundred rupees. As soon as he sees it, he
will be fit as a fiddle! A sureshot and tested
remedy ofcourse! Well Doctor, hope you won't mind,
you knbw, I am a policeman. Neither do we
understand these etiquetts and manners nor can we
speak formally weighing each word before speaking

like you. If I have hurt your feelings unconciously ..

No, no .. nothing .. please..

Well then, see you again.

¢(peeping in the room) Have a good sleep my dear.

(turns) Well Karmarkar, let's go. (both of them
almost go but Patole comes back) Please convey a
message to Prabhakar, Doctor, tell him I have found

the book he wanted, at International Book House.
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(from his place) A book?

Yes, on some metaphysical subject (tries to remember)
ah yes, I think Death and Thereafter' something
like that.F.or so many days he was asking me for
that book. But I would either forget or would ‘be
busy. It's well past four months now. At last,
yesterday I remembeed and looked for the book in
the shop. I got the book but had no money on me!
So I decided to buy it tomorrow. Tell him tomrrow

I'll be here with the book.

(in hardly audible voice) Oh sure. (Both of them
go) (Doctor standing. Somewhere far away shouts.
But Doctor doesn't seem to notice that. He sits in
a couche. He is extremely restless. Now and then
looks around, steals a 1look at 'that' room. Stirs

and shuffles in the S350,

Gets up. Sits down again.
Shuts his eyes and tries to concentrate. But is
unable to do so. Beads of sweats appear on his
forehead with fear in eyes. The timepiece on the
table is ticking away in a loud voice now. Doctor
sits brooding. Then with great efforts makes him
look at the kitchen and Kamalabai's room. Gets up
and tentativelyA steps in that direction but fails.
Slumps back in a couche. He is panting. The conflict
in his mind is obvious now. He is sweating. The

growing intensity of the conflict is visible now.
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The ticking of the clock is getting louder. Doctor
holds and presses his temples as if something is
extremely unbearable for him. Gets up. Collapses.
Gets up again and teetering somehow reaches for
the receiver. Grabs it and suddenly stops short.
His hand is trembling. He is fully drenched in
sweat. Now and then tries to sneak a look around.
Now he holds the receiver and starts dialling a
number. Gropes for his head as if dizzy. Slumps
down in the same posture. The ticking of clock is
getting louder and louder. Drenched in sweat,  with
trembling hands Doctor dials- a number. Places the
receiver near his ear. Gulps and starts talking in

croaking voice.)

Hello .. (pauses) Hello Police? Hellow .. this ..
this is Doctor Dange .. Hello .. yes .. Dange L G..
no .. no.. L C Dange .. L C .. here .. here ..
Hellow Police .. Police, a man is dead. .. Yes,
yes -- eh? Dead _ po - poisoning. Poisoning. Yes
- hello - I - I mean _ I mean - ye - No no
poisoning address - address let me - yes, Hari -
Hari Niwas, Matunga, Bombay number --no no --
house number - house - number ~--, I don't know.
I - my - police -- hello -- I don't know -~ er
~- don't remember - I - me - was called here
- yes - no no - just - just - yes? (pauses) No I

haven't done it - no, no, @I - I haven't done
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anything, I .. me .. No .. I don't know anything
.. I know nothing! Hello .. hello .. (a police
sub-inspector comes and stands behind him) I ..
I really don't know anything .. Hello .. Police ..
police .. I .. haven't done anything. Don't you
believe me? (gets quiet) I am imnocent .. I am ..
eh? But I .. Kamalabai yes .. and police, hello
.. hello .. after arriving here I came to know that
. poisoning ee po .. no, but I am fine .. I

(stops). Hello .. hello, police .. police .. police ..

(from his place) Sir, (Doctor gets startled and
turns back) A woman has jumped down on the road
from a window of this house. Are you related to

her?
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