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CHAPTER - IV

THE LOVED ONE

Waugh's tour to Hollywood in 1947 became unsuccessful as the 

filming of Brideshead Revisited (1945) was abandoned, but his 

literary sense awoke when he visited the 'Forest Lawn', the cemetery 

of Los Angeles. The beauty of 'Forest Lawn' fascinated him and that 

resulted in producing the novel The Loved One (1948). Waugh, 

like his protagonist Dennis Burlow, came to England with the artist's 

load. Waugh thought he was getting more to the subject as he says 

of the poet Dennis Barlow:

And all the while his 
literary sense was alert, 
like a hunting hound.
There was something 
in Whispering Glades 
that was necessary to 
him, that only he cold find"1

The Loved One shows Waugh as a keen observer who has 

a capacity to bring out the significance of the objects that he comes 

across. As Desmond MacCarthy remarks :

"Mr. Waugh is an original
writer;......He is also a
remarkably good writer,.... 
he has gone on patiently 
learning how to write even 
better, till he has acquired 
a masterly precision both 
in description and in brief
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dialogue...He has an eye 
which pounces on whatever 
is widely significant in what 
is extravagantly unique."2

In a letter to Connolly Waugh listed the ideas that occurred in his mind, 

while writing the novel : "The ideas I had in my mind were : 1. Quite 

predominantly, over-excitement with the scene (the cemeteries 

of Southern California). 2. The Anglo American impasse 'never the 

twain shall meet'. 3. There is no such thing as an 'American'. They are 

all exiles uprooted, transplanted and doomed to sterility. The ancestral 

gods they have abjured get them in the end. 4. The European raiders 

who come for the spoils and if they are lucky make for home with them. 

5. Momento Mori."3

The Loved One is about the central character Dennis Barlow. 

He goes to Hollywood where he is appointed to write a life of Shelley 

for Megalopolitan studios. He is dismissed from the work because 

he fails to complete it. Dennis gets the job of an assistant at 'The 

Happier Hunting Ground', a cemetery for pets. He works there quite 

satisfactorily. Dennis is living with Sir Frances, who is from England. 

Sir Francis commits suicide. Dennis goes to 'Whispering Glades' as he 

has given the task of arranging Francis's funeral. Dennis gets 

fascinated by the beautiful sight of 'Whispering Glades'. Dennis falls 

in love with the American girl, Aimee Thanatogenos, who works 

at 'Whispering Glades' as a cosmetician. Aimee too, gets attracted 

to Dennis. Dennis quotes poems to her which are not composed
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by himself. Dennis does not tell her about his working place 

as 'Whispering Glades', is superior to The Happier Hunting Ground'. 

Aimee is attracted also to Mr. Joyboy who works at 'Whispering Glades' 

as the chief embalmer. Aimee happens to visit The Happier Hunting 

Ground'. She goes to attend the funeral of Mr. Joyboy's mother's 

parrot. There she comes to know about Dennis's job. She also comes 

to know that the poems read to her are not composed by Dennis. 

Aimee decides to marry Mr. Joyboy. But Dennis reminds her of the 

vows they have made. In a confused state Aimee telephones her Guru, 

Mr. Slump. Mr. Slump is also dismissed from his job. He tells Aimee 

to commit suicide. Aimee commits suicide in Joyboy's workroom 

Dennis blackmails Mr. Joyboy. He demands money and fare back 

to England to bury Aimee at The Happier Hunting Ground' Dennis 

leaves for England with a wish of writing a book about it. As he leaves 

he arranges that Mr. Joyboy will receive each year one of The Happier 

Hunting Ground's' anniversary cards.'

The Loved One handles the theme of love and death. 

The action of the novel takes place in Southern California, in America, 

where death is worshipped as permanent beauty of life. Whispering 

Glades' is the fantastic temple of death. As a poet and pet's mortician 

Dennis feels strong fascination for Whispering Glades'. He enters there

as the narrator describes :
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"As a missionary 
priest making his first 
pilgrimage to the Vatican, 
as a paramount chief of 
equatorial Africa mounting 
the Eiffel Tower, Dennis 
Barlow, poet a pet's 
mortician drove through 
the Golden Gates."4

At Whispering Glades dead bodies are treated as the Loved 

Ones. It has rules and customs and arrangements according to the 

Loved ones status, profession and religion. "ENTER STRANGER AND 

BE HAPPY"5 is the primary purpose of Whispering Glades. A care 

is always taken to make dead bodies handsome and happy. Dennis 

who enters the Whispering Glades has more efficient and modern idea 

of death :

"Dennis was a young man 
of sensibility rather than of 
sentiment. He had lived his 
twenty eight years at arm's 
length from violence, but he 
came of a generation which 
enjoys a vicarious intimacy 
with death. Never, it so 
happened, had he seen a 
human corpse until that 
morning when, returning 
tired from night duty, he 
found his host strung to the 
rafters. The spectacle had 
been rude and momentarily 
unnerving; but his reason 
accepted the event as part 
of the established order"6
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Waugh's characters like him are obsessed by death. The girl 

who works as a mortuary hostess gives Dennis information about 

arrangements of Whispering Glades. The girls is too obsessed 

by death. She says : "Mr. Barlow Realize that death is not a private 

tragedy of your own but the general lot of man."7 This general lot 

of man is presented professionally at the 'Whispering Glades':

"The park is zoned. Each 
zone has its own name and 
appropriate work of art.
Zones of course vary in 
price and within the zones 
the prices vary according to 
their proximity to the work 
of art"8

Aimee accidentally comes to Whispering Glades. After her 

graduation she works in the beauty parlour, where she gets acquainted 

with Mrs. Komstock who lives alone. Aimee always arranges and fixes 

hair of Mrs. Komstock. Mrs. Komstock dies and Aimee is asked 

to arrange and fix her hair at the time of funeral. Aimee feels nervous 

when for the first time she touches the dead body of Mrs. Komstock. 

Then Aimee gets a job at Whispering Glades. Now she never regrets 

about the job. She says : "Then I began to realise what a work 

of consolation it was. It's a wonderful thing to start everyday knowing 

that you are going to bring joy into one aching heart...I have the 

satisfaction of showing the final result and seeing the reaction."9
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Dennis and Aimee love each other because both are 

"half in love with easel death."10 Dennis reads out Keat's pomes 

to Aimee. Aimee is attracted to Dennis as she thinks him a poet. Death 

and the poems about death create love in her heart. Dr. Kenworthy., 

the dreamer, brings Mr. Joyboy to the Whispering Glades’, Mr. Joyboy, 

the personification of respectability and success, comes with a great 

reputation. He is appointed as a senior mortician. Before coming 

to Whispering Glades he works as a Chief Social Executive at two 

national morticians' conventions. Mr. Joyboy, too, loves his profession 

very much. At Whispering Glades he works enthusiastically and 

lovingly:

"Next he took a visiting 
card....and a pair of surgical 
scissors. In one continuous 
movement he cut an ellipse, 
then snicked half an inch at 
either end along the greater 
axis. He bent over the corpse, 
tested the jaw and found it firm 
set; he drew back the lips and 
laid his card along the teeth 
and gums. Now was the 
moment; his assistant watched 
with never failing admiration the 
deft flick of the thumbs with 
which he turned upper corners 
of the card, the caress of 
rubber fingertips with which he 
drew the dry and colourless lips 
into place."11
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Aimee, too, gets attracted to Mr. Joyboy. Aimee accidentally 

goes to the Happier Hunting Ground to attend the funeral 

at Mr. Joyboy's mother's parrot. But the death of parrot throws light 

upon reality. She come to know about Dennis's job and about his fake 

identity as a poet. She is shocked to realise that the man she loves 

proved to be a liar. She breaks her engagement with Dennis and 

decides to marry Mr. Joyboy. But Dennis has already decided to leave 

the job of Pet's mortician, as his job is lower than that of Aimee. 

He feels:

"It may be that by the Dreamers 
standards there are defects in 
my character, the parrot looked 
terrible in his casket. So what? 
You loved me and swore to love 
me eternally with the most 
sacred oath in the religion of 
Whispering Glades. So you see 
the dilemma, jam or impasse. 
Sanctity is indivisible. If it isn't 
sacred to kiss me through the 
heart of the Burns or Bruce, it 
isn't sacred to go to bed with old 
Joyboy"12

Aimee is confused and she can not decide between Mr. Joyboy 

and Dennis. She asks her final advice to her Guru, Mr. Slump. 

Mr. Slump who is a drunken journalist asks her to take high jump. 

Aimee accepts death and solves her problem. Her own death 

separates her from Dennis and Mr. Joyboy. Waugh keeps parallel the 

theme of Love and death in the world of Americans and some British
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characters. Cyril Connolly comments : "In my opinion, one of the most 

perfect short novels of the last ten years and the most complete of his 

creations...Lurking at the centre are the immense motives of love and 

death, our two most felt experiences, and receding away from the 

central theme are ranged dualisms of humorous contrast, the Megalo 

studios and the British Cricket Club, the pets and the loved ones, the 

Delphic oracle and Mr. Slump."13

The Loved One has American life at its background. 

There misfortunes happen due to Dennis's advantages. Mr. Joyboy 

and Aimee are perfect Americans. They both represent the aspects 

of American life. Aimees American way is described :

"With a steady hands Aimee 
fulfilled the prescribed rites 
of an American girl preparing 
to meet her lover-dabbed 
herself under the arms with 
a preparation designed to 
seal the sweet glands, 
gargled another to sweeten 
the breath, and brushed 
into her hair some adorous 
drops from a bottle labelled: 
'Jungle Venom'.14

The Loved One is about American Innocence and European 

Experience. The tragic incidents take place in the novel when 

Sir Francis and Aimee accept death. Dennis Barlow represents 

European Experience. He remains firm and earns profit out of the 

situation. Aimee and Mr. Joyboy are examples of American innocence.
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They become victim of Dennis. This Dennis blackmails Mr. Joyboy. 

Waugh shows Dennis's triumph over American innocence. Dennis 

leaves the civilization and the novel closes on a note of satisfaction :

"On the last evening in 
Los Angeles Dennis knew 
he was a favourite of fortune. 
Others, better than he, had 
foundered here and perished. 
The strand was littered with 
their bones. He was leaving 
it not only unravished but 
enriched. He was adding his 
bit to the wreckage, something 
that had long irked him, his 
young heart, and was carrying 
back instead the artist's load, 
a great, shapeless chunk of 
experience; bearing it home 
to his ancient and comfortless 
shore; to work it hard and long, 
for God knew how long."15

The Loved One presents the successful quest of the 

protagonist. Unlike Paul Pennyfeather of Decline and Fall (1928) 

Dennis is aware of the world he passes. In his search of art Dennis 

encounters with innocence. He gets involved in Aimee. Their love 

grows among poems and corpses. His encounter with innocence 

is pursuit of his experience. His fascination for Whispering Glades 

is defined as :

"His interest was no longer 
purely technical nor purely 
satiric. Whispering Glades 
held him in thrall. In that zone
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of insecurity in the mind 
where none but the artist 
dare trespass, the tribes 
were mustering, Dennis, 
the frontiersman could 
read the sings."16

Dennis is a romantic and dynamic. The quest of this romantic 

hero turns tragic.

Waugh presents both American and British characters 

in The Loved One. Mr. Joyboy and Aimee are innocents. 

They represent American way of life. Sir Francis and Ambrose 

Abrecrombie represent British mentality. Ambrose is proud of British 

reputation and manners. Ambrose and others are proud of being 

Britishers. They have their own world and identity apart from 

Americans. Ambrose hates Dennis because his job is of lower status. 

Dennis's job is an insult to Britishers. Ambrose takes Sir Francis's 

death very seriously and holds Dennis responsible for it. According 

to Ambrose:

"In a world of competition 
people are taken at their 
face value. Everything 
depends upon reputation 
'face' as they say out East."17
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Dennis makes Mr. Joyboy a puppet. Waugh's protagonists are 

either killed or died. They also manage to run away from life with the 

shelter of fake death. In The Loved One the major character Aimee 

is involved in personal dilemma. As Christopher Hollis comments :

"Miss Thanatogenos, 
by nature an ordinary, 
if silly, girl, could have 
played a humble, reasonable 
part in a sane society, in which 
she was surrounded and 
sustained by the influence 
of sane traditions. Mr. Waugh 
imagines her ancestors in 
classical Greece as playing 
such a part. But she wholly 
lacks the strength to remain 
sane in an insane world and 
before its influences her 
personality disintegrates. Her 
death is inevitable because she 
has forgotten how to live."18

Among these people Dennis gains his experience. Dennis 

Barlow is a strong protagonist. He is like Basil Seal of Put Out More 

Flags (1942). As Malcolm Bradbury comments :

"Dennis Barlow has all the 
advantages of Basil Seal over 
his environment; he sees the 
world with greater reality and 
has the endurance to survive, 
while those around him, in 
difficult, social or ethical 
situations, give up, commit 
suicide. The other live in a 
world which tastes like Kaisers 
stonless peaches, balls of 
damp, sweet cotton wool, a
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world of mechanical 
expressions, responses, 
sensations."19

Dennis's behaviour is shocking to Britishers who try to maintain British 

reputation. His idea of reputation is different from that of Britishers. 

He tries to shape every situation that he comes across. Dennis goes 

to Hollywood and joins the Megalopolitan studio. But when he 

is dismissed he seeks satisfaction in The Happier Hunting Ground'. 

Being a pet's mortician he feels very happy in his work :

"And now he was content; 
adept in a worthy trade, giving 
satisfaction to Mr. Schultz.... 
his way was narrow but it was 
dignified and umbrageous and 
it led to limitless distances."

According to Jacqueline McDonnell, "Dennis is a tower 

of selfishness."21 He tries to force Aimee to accept him. He exploits 

Aimee over the Robert Burns vows. He decides to be Non Sectarian 

clergyman. Dennis speaks:

"I can not claim to be as high 
in the mortuary world as your 
Mr. Joyboy, but I am younger 
very much better looking, and 
I wear my own teeth. I have 
a future in the Non sectarian 
church. I expect to be head 
chaplain when Mr. Joyboy 
is still swilling out corpses."22
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In The Loved One Waugh satirizes the American way of death and 

American attitude to the modern world to life. As Robson comments : 

The Loved One is not only black humour about the 'American way 

of death', but a serious criticism of the false attitude to life which 

underlies it."23 Waugh laughs at the way of handling funeral 

at 'Whispering Glades'. Waugh attacks its Before Need Arrangement, 

the ways of making dead bodies handsome and happy, the rules and 

customs. Christopher Hollis remarks :

"The condition of death is 
of supreme importance and 
all life is but a preparation for 
death. Therefore Christian 
tradition has always attached 
an awful solemnity and a 
supreme dignity to death.
The sentimentality which, 
without any evidence, claims 
to rob death of all its terrors, 

eliminates all notion of a 
judgement, seeks to comfort 
the living by in every absurd 
way minimizing the gulf that 
separates dead from living, 
is alike worthy of contempt 
and that satire which 
Mr. Waugh gives us with his 
picture of Loved Ones and 
Waiting Ones, mortuary 
hostesses and Before Need 
Arrangements, the death 
smile, the Isle of Innisfree 
and the artificial dickies."24

It is satirical that poetess Amelia Bergoson has enrolled her name 

under 'Before Need Arrangements". The Loved One satirizes life 

as MacCarthy comments : "beneath satire of any depth there always
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lies : in addition to a sense of humour and an eye for glaring 

incongruities, a tragic conception of life. It is that which makes 

The Loved One not only a macabre farce but a significant criticism 

of life."25

The Loved One does contain certain elements of comedy. 

In the insane and modernized world misfortunes take place due 

to Dennis. His behaviour among insane people is comic. He stands 

opposite to the world that is reputed and modernized. Mr. Joyboy's 

behaviour and his interest in sending corpses to Aimee is essentially 

comic. Through irony Waugh exposes comic world. Aimee dies and her 

dead body is incinerated at 'The Happier Hunting Ground' Aimee who 

has also fascination about 'Whispering Glades', is disposed where 

animals are buried. This parody is associated with the lesson of human 

animality. It is a part of Waugh's comic view. The following remarks 

of the unsigned Review about the novel is significant.

".......The Loved One i Mr.
Waugh's latest, most mature 
and most awe-inspiring satire, 
here we have, in a short place 
of coruscating brilliance, the 
most devastating and explicit 
attack which he has so far 
launched on the enemies of the
spirit.......Mr. Waugh has gone
to the country where man has 
achieved his grates material 
triumphs in order to expose the 
hollowness of the pretentious of 
modern civilization as a whole. 
In choosing the extravagant 
funeral rites of the Californian
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he has wished to expose the 
prevailing attitude to death as 
a fatal weakness in the 
contemporary conduct of life. 
All that we have achieved so 
far, he suggests, is a 
precarious bodily comfort.... 
what is shocking in this 
gruesome little tale is not the 
preoccupation with corpses but 
the fact that the live characters 
are virtually indistinguishable 
from the dead."26
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