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CHAPTER -1

English novel during 1920s took a great swift. The novel being 

very popular focused on different problems and issues in the 

contemporary world. It was the period of great individualists. Novelists 

like James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, D. H. Lawrence, E. M. Forster 

contributed to make the novel form popular and meaningful. Joyce and 

Woolf wrote about the problems of personality and communication.

D. H. Lawrence stressed on human feelings, passions, and instincts.

E. M. Forster attacked snobbery, falsehood and believed in sincerity 

and truthfulness in human heart.

The novelists during 1930s turned towards the problems 

produced by the modern society. They dealt with social folly, and 

wickedness. A group of satirists like Norman Douglas, Ronald Firbank, 

Aldous Huxley, Evelyn Waugh, Anthony Powell criticised social folly. 

Aldous Huxley produced novels that showed how modern 

psychological and scientific knowledge emptied the world of value. 

In his 'Novel of Ideas' Huxley showed his protagonists confused 

between barbarism and passions. Anthony Powell, the contemporary 

of Evelyn Waugh, wrote about ineptness and futility of modern society.
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i) Biographical Sketch of Evelyn Waugh :

Evelyn Waugh (1903-1966) was the great comic inventor 

criticising folly of modern society. Waugh in his fiction showed the hero 

as an innocent victim in corrupt and sophisticated world around him. 

Like Huxley Waugh presented the valueless and meaningless world 

and the wildness and wickedness in the upper class society.

Evelyn Waugh was born on October 28, 1903, in the London 

Suburb of Hempstead, in an upper-middle class family. His father, 

Arthur Waugh, was a dramatist and a poet. At Oxford Arthur had 

written a number of under-graduate plays. He also won the 'Newdigate 

Prize' for poetry. Arthur married Katherine and led a very happy life 

at Underhill. Arthur worked as the managing director in the publishing 

company 'Chapman and Hall'. While working as the director Arthur 

developed himself as a journalist and minor critic. Evelyn was his 

second child.

Evelyn had a deep affection for his mother, Katherine, (Kate) 

and the nurse, Lucy. Like his mother Lucy was lovely, kind and just. 

She had a habit of reading Bible everyday. Being very moral 

she disliked Arthur's drinking and Kate's playing bridge. Lucy's moral 

influence on Evelyn is reflected in the story that he wrote when he was 

six. The Curse of the House Race is the story of Rupert and Tom. 

It is about their bet. Rupert is a bad man who tries to kill Tom
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as he loses bet with him. Rupert is hung for the death of Perlisman who 

had come to see about their matter. Nurses and nannies always occur, 

and they have an important place in Waugh's fiction. Nanny Hawkins 

in Brideshead Revisited (1945) is drawn from the nanny working 

at Pixton at Herbert's house.

Evelyn's childhood was the mixture of happiness and sorrow. 

In September 1910 he went to Heathmount School, a local day school. 

Then he went to Lancing where he became the founder member and 

the leader of the 'Corpse Club'. Waugh used to write diaries at Lancing. 

His diaries showed his concern for language and well developed style. 

In 1922 Waugh joined Hertford College, Oxford to study history. 

His undergraduate career was not remarkable, but at Hertford he made 

some good friends like Harold Action, Christopher Hollis and 

Lord Emely. At Oxford a number of events took place in Waugh's life. 

His love affair with Alastair Graham is reflected through the emotional 

friendship of Charles Ryder and Sebastain Flyte in Brideshead 

Revisited (1945). Oxford had a very significant place in the life 

of Waugh. Waugh's Oxford career is portrayed through Charles Ryter's 

Oxford career.

Evelyn loved to visit his aunt's house at Midsomer Norton. 

He got fascinated to its religious and churchly atmosphere. 

He frequently visited church and enjoyed its religious atmosphere. 

His love and quest for church are reflected in his novels like
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Brideshead Revisited (1945), Helena (1950), Sword of Honour, 

the war triology - Men at Arms (1952), Officers and Gentlemen 

(1955), Unconditional Surrender (1961) and in his biographies 

of Edmund Campion (1935) and Ronald Knox (1959).

In 1927 Evelyn married Evelyn Gardner, the daughter of Lord 

Burghctere. Evelyn Gardner was known as She-Evelyn. After their 

marriage the Waugh's undertook voyage on a cargo boat around the 

black sea. During the journey She-Evelyn fell ill and suffered a lot. 

This experience is reflected in one of his travel books, Labels (1930). 

The book gives little hint of the unhappy circumstances under which 

the journey was made. In the book the narrator travelling alone makes 

a friendship with a young married couple. He calls them Geoffrey and 

Juliet. Juliet suffers like She-Evelyn and Geoffrey has to nurse her and 

make the arrangements of money.

Between 1927 to 1930 two important events took place 

in Waugh's life: the breakdown of his first marriage and his conversion 

to Catholicism. In 1929 Waugh separated from his first wife. She was 

in love with her friend John Heygate. It was a great shock to Evelyn. 

This incident is reflected in his novels like A Handful of Dust (1934) 

and Brideshead Revisited (1945). Evelyn was deceived by his wife 

as Brenda in A Handful of Dust (1934) deceives Tony Last 

She-Evelyn was unfaithful to Eveiyn as Celia was in Brideshead 

Revisited (1945).
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Evelyn's first marriage to Evelyn Gardner came to an end 

in 1929, He then married Laura Herbert. She was the cousin of his first 

wife. He and Laura had six children. He led a happier life with Laura.

Waugh during 1930 experienced around him an anarchistic 

universe without meaningful values, it was the main concern in his 

novels during 1930. He experienced an immoral world around him. 

In his early novels he lamented over the lack of meaningful values. 

His novels Decline and Fall(1928), Vile Bodies (1930), and Black 

Mischief (1932), show the plight of the hero in a world without 

meaningful values.

Many of Waugh's contemporaries like Orwell, Isherwood, 

Edward Upward and Rex Warner turned for salvation to Marx and 

political commitment. Waugh turned catholic because he found 

in a catholic church a sense of brotherhood and a collective 

responsibility. In the catholic church he found the discipline that was 

missing in the anarchistic universe around him.

Waugh turned catholic to cover the spiritual gap that was the 

heritage of his generation. His catholic faith is reasserted in his novels 

like Brideshead Revisited (1945), Helena (1950, and Sword 

of Honour, the War triology, Men at Arms (1952), Officers and 

Gentlemen (1955), and Unconditional Surrender (1961). In these 

novels Waugh appears more serious. He abandons his early style 

of comic writing. He declares :
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"The failure of modern novelists since and including James 

Joyce is one of presumption and exorbitance.... They try to represent 

the whole human mind and soul and yet omit its determining character 

: that of being God's creature with a defined purpose. So in my future 

books there will be two things to make them unpopular : 

a preoccupation with style and the attempt to represent man more fully, 

which to me, means only one thing, man in his relation to God."1

Waugh deals with a catholic theme in Brideshead Revisited 

(1945). The theme of the novel is the operation of the divine grace. 

The story of Charles Ryder deals with catholic revelation. The course 

of Charles Ryder reflects the course of Waugh's life. Helena (1950) 

also deals with a Catholic theme. Waugh's novels like Sword 

of Honour, the war triology that includes Men at Arms (1952) 

Officers and Gentlemen (1955) and Unconditional Surrender (1961) 

deals with catholic themes. The central figure in the triology is catholic.

In 1930 Waugh joined the army. He soon was promoted 

as a lieutenant and a captain. His novel Put Out More Flags (1942) 

is a novel depicting warlife.

Evelyn Waugh travelled abroad many times. He travelled 

to Africa and to Central America. He twice went to Abyssinia. 

The experiences of this journey are reflected in his books. His journey 

to distant lands helped him to produce sparkling books. His experience
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of the journey to Spain is reflected in The Scott-King's Modem 

Europe (1949).

His travel to Abyssinia was depicted in Black Mischief (1932). 

The imaginary world of Azania is drawn from his visit to Abyssinia. 

The idea of Helena (1950) first occurred to him when he visited 

Jerusalem on the way back from Abyssinia.

Waugh visited America many times in his life. When he had 

gone to America to discuss the filming of Brideshead, he visited 

The Forest Lawn', the great cemetery of Los Angeles. The 'Forest 

Lawn' appears in his novel The Loved One (1948) as Whispering 

Glades'.

Waugh's characters can be identified with real people, Captain 

Grimes in Decline and Fall (1928) is drawn from the Dick Young, 

whom Evelyn met at Arnold's house. Lady circumference resembles 

to Alastair's mother, Jessie Graham. The character of silk Ambrose 

in Put Out More Flags (1942) is drawn from Brain Howard. 

Silk Ambrose is Jewish, homosexual like Brain Howard. Peter Paul 

is the husband of old friend Nanny. The character of Basil Seal 

in Put Out More Flags (1942) is drawn from him. The character 

of Sebastain Flyte in Brideshead Revisited (1945) is drawn from 

Alastair Graham. In appearance and temperament Sebastain owes 

something to Huge Lygon, the man whom Evelyn was attached.
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He got reputation as a novelist with the publication of Decline 

and Fall(1928) and became famous in the world with Brideshead 

Revisited (1945). Waugh deals with the upper-middle class. He has 

never shown his interest in lower and middle class. His contemporary 

Henry Green was writing about servants and factory workers. While 

Green was impressed by the welders and housemaids, Evelyn was 

impressed by the aristocracy. His novels refer to parties and clubs. 

In Vile Bodies (1930) there are masked parties and Victorian parties. 

As Evelyn was interested in club life he had joined the 'Savile' in 1930. 

The 'Savile' appears as the 'Grevellie' in A Handful of Dust (1934).

Waugh's writing career is spanned over three decades. Evelyn 

was impressed by Earnest Hemmingway's experimental use 

of language. Waugh was also impressed by T. S. Eliot, Ronald Firbank 

and P. G. Wodehouse. Waugh followed the cinematic style of Ronald 

Firbank. Waugh was more influenced by T. S. Eliot in his theme and 

technique. Like Eliot Waugh reflects disillusionment and exceptional 

discipline of the modern age. Eliotean disillusionment is reflected 

in Waugh's A Handful of Dust (1934). Waugh selects the title from 

The Waste Land. Waugh and Eliot felt whether the values in which 

they lived could face the anarchistic universe. The characters 

in Waugh's novels are "The Dry Salvages", the third of the latter's 

Quartets' had experience but missed the meaning".2
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Like his father Evelyn too, failed to appreciate modern poetry. 

He rejected many of Arthur's favourite authors, he criticised 

Galsworthy, Hardy and Dickens. Evelyn did not care for literary taste, 

he admired the novels of Henry Green, Ivy Compton Burnett. He did 

not like D. H. Lawrence and was unimpressed by Woolf and Joyce.

Evelyn took writing as a craft that demanded skill and attention. 

He loved English language because of its delicacy and lavishness. 

Language and the structure of the plot were very significant for him. 

Waugh was not interested in psychological motivation.

Evelyn's style was rooted in profound understanding and 

peculiar grace and flexibility of English language. As Selina Hastings 

remarks : "Evelyn had an almost perfect ear for the rhythm and a fall 

of a sentence, and was acutely aware of nuances of style, both of his 

own and of writers whom he admired, such as Ruskin."3

Waugh's whole work attempts to search reality under life's 

surface, Waugh witnesses the lunacy of modern society. 

His protagonists face misfortunes and become the victim of the ills 

in the modern society. Waugh effectively points out the brittleness and 

pointlessness of the modern world.
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ii) Literary Career of Evelyn Waugh

Evelyn Waugh wrote in his career sixteen novels, travel books 

and biographies. Waugh's novels can be divided in two groups: 

Earlier novels and Later novels. His reputation as a novelist is mainly 

based on the comedies he produced in 1930s. The purpose 

of producing comedy for Waugh is to express concern for the state 

of the contemporary society.

Waugh has a great gift of combining farce with a sense 

of anguish. His novels are the expression of the modern angst and 

it relates him to the great modern writer of his age. Waugh also depicts 

the horror and the boredom of modern life in his novels. The mask 

of his brittle comedy brings out moral hollowness that Waugh finds out 

among his contemporaries. Waugh deals with an immoral world where 

questions of good and evil have no relevance.

a) Evelyn Waugh's Early Novels

Evelyn Waugh's early novels include his works as Decline and 

Fall (1928), Vile Bodies (1930), Black Mischief (1932) and Scoop 

(1938). Waugh's early novels are satiric as well as comic. His novels 

mainly focus on the sense of senseless life and devaluation of ideas 

of purity and purpose. A. Clement comments "The fate of characters 

in early Waugh's novels who are indeed caricatures, is the fate of the 

men and women of an age which is reeling from the collapse
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of traditional values and institutions."4 In his early novels the hero takes 

the form of the quest. A. Clement comments, " The recurrence of the 

quest motif in Waugh's novels in terms of the quest shows distinct 

stages of Waugh's imaginative vision and the rich diversity of his 

theme."5 The quest of heroes in different ways indicate the 

meaningless and chaotic world. This picaresque pattern shows us 

recognition of chaos of the modern age. The characters in Waugh's 

early novels are simple. They seem to go through adventures 

aimlessly. Waugh's world of early satires is a world ruled by fortune.

The characteristic feature which finds in his early novels is the 

juxtaposition of the two worlds, representing opposite ideas. 

His characters which are innocent are from ideal and aesthetic world. 

The other world is anarchistic and without any centre of value. Here the 

heroes are forced by the accidents to give up their small world, and the 

new world turns out to be equally false.

Decline and Fall (1928) is Waugh's first work of fiction. 

It is a picaresque comic novel. It is the story of the hero Paul 

Pennyfeather. Paul is a theological student at Oxford. He is removed 

from Oxford without his own fault. He is thrown into the world that 

he can not fully understand. He is from the world of ideas and 

asceticism. He has left behind his world where sex repressions and 

religious atmosphere, are important things. He is thrown into the world 

of pleasure-seeking and pagan attitude. It is also a world of chance,
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no beliefs and no duties. He is exploited by Dr. Fagan, who cheaply 

employes him. His fellow masters, Captain Grimes and 

Mr. Prendergast are all failed gentlemen. Margot, a woman of vital 

importance, rouses a feeling of love in Paul. Paul is engaged by Margot 

as a tutor for her son, Peter. Paul is going to marry Margot. But the 

police arrest him unknowingly. Paul undertakes the task 

of transportation of the group of prostitutes. He becomes a victim and 

is sent to prison. Margot releases Paul by changing his identity. 

Under a new name he returns to college and again starts studying.

Paul witnesses different worlds. The school system at Scone, 

where he is punished, without his mistake, Llanabba, where he 

is appointed as a teacher, the corrupt upper class society of the 

Beste-Chetwynde, and the bad penal system of Lucas-Dockery in the 

prison.

Waugh deals with the lost values in the modern society. The plot 

of the novel is comic. Paul is a traditional comic hero. He searches 

meaning in the chaotic world. His search is futile. He learns nothing 

from his search. He decides better not to learn from it. The events 

he comes across are not only fantastic but unreal. He becomes 

a victim of a set of comic misfortunes from which he suffers and 

escapes. Decline and Fall (1928) is a satire on the entire English 

establishment, education, the church, politics, the legal system and the 

aristocracy.



13

Vile Bodies (1930). His second novel is a comedy of manners. 

There is a strong element of fantasy and surrealism in this novel. 

It is a story of Adam Fenwick Symes. Though he is not as independent 

as Paul Pennyfeather of Decline and Fall (1928) he is as innocent 

as Paul. He is also a bounder like Basil Seal of Black Mischief (1932). 

At the beginning of the novel innocent Adam suffers as the custom 

officer seizes and burns his new book, his autobiography, with which 

he is to finance his marriage to Nina Blount. Adam Sells Nina to Ginger 

to pay off his debts. Ginger marries Nina. Adam impersonates Ginger 

and appears as Nina's husband at Doubting Hall. Money is the theme 

of the novel. The action moves around a chase for the last thirty five 

pounds. Adam's marriage to Nina depends upon this sum. There are 

also two worlds in Vile Bodies (1930) as in Decline and Fall (1928). 

The hero is not an outsider like Paul Pennyfeather. The action moves 

around the upper class and the upper middle class.

In Vile Bodies (1930) Waugh again deals with a world without 

value or meaning. The worlds like 'certainty', 'permanence' and 

'honourable people' are there to be violated. The novel shows the 

sophisticated brightness of the nineteen twenties.

Black Mischief (1932) is Waugh's third novel. It is an example 

of realism and fantasy. The fantasy occurs in the imaginary kingdom 

of Azania. The world of Azania is drawn from Waugh's visit 

to Abyssinia. The reality occurs in London. Several characters from
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earlier novels appear here again. They represent the social life 

of Mayfair. They emphasize sore and sordid aspects of life. The novel 

has two heroes, Basil Seal and The Emperor Seth. Basil Seal is from 

England and The Emperor Seth is from Azania. They both search for 

meaning and identity. Basil Seal is a bounder. He is tired of London life 

and goes to Azania. He finds the life of Azania useful. He expresses 

the general insolence and immorality, the theme that Waugh handles 

in his earlier novels. In Azania he meets The Emperor Seth. 

He is bachelor of Arts of Azania University. Black Mischief (1932) 

deals with the nature of personal quest. The quest is spiritual. 

Basil from England moves to Azania where he finds life futile. 

Basil travels from one kind of barbarism to another. Oxford educated 

Seth fails to realise his dreams as his quest lacks spiritual growth. 

Basil Seal and Emperor Seth are ignorant as they are unaware of the 

mysteries of the world. Basil and Seth face the similar problems in the 

modern age. Waugh again presents the anarchistic universe, a world 

without order. People who try to bring order to it suffer ultimately.

A Handful of Dust (1934) is regarded Waugh's best novel. 

It is a story of Tony Last, a tragic figure acting in a comic universe. 

Tony Last's tragedy is different from that of Paul Pennyfeather 

of Decline and Fall(1928), Basil Seal of Black Mischief (1932) and 

Adam Fenwick-Sysmes of Vile Bodies (1930). Waugh seems to be 

seriously engaged in the tragic situation of the hero. The heroes of the 

previous novels appear detached from the author. But here Waugh
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identifies himself with Tony Last. There are similarities between them. 

Both are deceived by their wives.

Tony last is deceived by his wife Brenda. Brenda has a love 

affair with John Beaver, the friend of Tony Last. He loses his only son 

in an accident. He is deprived of his wife and son. He is forced to leave 

Hetton which he loves very much while Brenda hates it. He goes 

to South American Jungle. He spends his life reading Dickens 

to Mr. Todd, a mad settler. At last Mr. Todd makes Tony Last a captive. 

Waugh identifies himself with Tony. Brenda shares the qualities 

of Evelyn Gardner, the first wife of Waugh.

Scoop (1938) is a novel about Journalism. It is also a comic 

novel depicting two worlds. The first world is simple and associated 

with a country house. The second world is of London, of metropolitan 

world. Waugh satirizes these worlds of politics, journalism, finance and 

international intrigue. The central figure of the novel is William Boot. 

He is innocent like Paul Pennyfeather of Decline and Fall (1928). Like 

Paul he is removed from his natural setting. The innocent William 

encounters the meaningless world without values. As there are two 

worlds in the novel, one is the world of Lord Copper and Mr. Baldwin. 

It is the world of facisim, communism and war. It is also a world 

of power. The second world is the world of Boot Magna Hall. This is the 

world of William Boot. He lives among eccentric servants and relatives. 

These two worlds are brought into full contact by a comic sequence
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of mistaken identities. The action of Scoop (1938) takes place in the 

corrupt and blundering African communities. William Boot is a writer for 

the country column for 'Lush Places'. William has no wish to leave his 

country house. He has to accept the task of covering the war 

in Ishmaelia. The innocent and ignorant Boot luckily uncovers the 

country's mineral wealth. He delivers this scoop to his papers. 

He is welcomed home as a hero. Banquet and Kinghthood are 

arranged for him. He gets afraid of it. His story has been distorted 

by people. He refuses the glory. The banquet and knighthood 

go by mistake to John Country Boot. John Country Boot is a novelist. 

He is anxious to leave his country. He indicates a trouble in Ishmaelia. 

He wants to go there as a journalist to cover the trouble. But William 

Boot is sent to Ishmaelia instead of John Boot. William Boot goes back 

to his home. William Boot is an unsuccessful hero like Waugh's other 

heroes. Me is unsuccessful because he never really understands the 

world around him. He handles the large sum of money. He has great 

knowledge and influence. He falls in love too. None of these things last 

as he never understands them.

b) Evelyn Waugh's Later Novels

Put Out More Flags (1942), Brideshead Revisited (1945), 

Scott King's Modern Europe (1947), The Loved One (1948), Helena 

(1950), Love Among Ruins (1953) and The Ordeal of Gilbert Pinfold 

(1957) The War Triology that includes Men at Arms (1952), Officers
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and Gentlemen (1961) and Unconditional Surrender (1961) are 

regarded Waugh's later novels.

The quest motif in Waugh's novels shows Waugh's own career 

as a novelist. In his earlier novels the quest of his characters is aimless 

though it reflects the chaotic universe. In the later novels, Brideshead 

Revisited, Helena and The Ordeal of Gilbert Pinfold, the quest motif 

suggests that life is a journey with a goal. In all these novels the 

journey takes on the significance of the quest. The protagonists search 

something important for themselves and for the society. Waugh's 

Catholicism is reflected in his later novels. He abandons his early style 

of comic writing with its use of fantasy and adoptes more naturalistic 

style, both in structure and in character, in order to express more 

serious sense of purpose.

Put Out More Flags (1942) shows Waugh's literary transition. 

It was written on a troopship. Waugh was returning from Middle-East, 

where the commando unit he had been attached to had been 

disbanded. The novel reflects the change in the mood of the nation and 

change that took place in Waugh during the early part of war. The title 

of the novel comes from a Chinese sage which indicates that a drunk 

military man should order gallons and Put Out More Flags in order 

to increase his military splendour. Put Out More Flags is a story 

of Basil Seal. The women in his life his mother, Lady Seal, his sister 

Barbara, and mistress Angela Lyne believe that perhaps the war
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is made for Basil. Basil does not find a job. But he comes upon 

a splendid racket. He buys, sells and rents out three hideous children. 

He calls them connoilys. Basil uses these children for Blackmailing. 

Ambrose silk who is Jewish and intellectual writer, is the victim 

of Basil's trick. He and Basil know each other from their undergraduate 

career. Both work in the Ministry of Information. Basil tricks Ambrose 

into writing a story which arouses suspicion. When Ambrose is about 

to be arrested Basil sends him in exile in Ireland as father Flannagan. 

Cedric Lyne is an aesthetic character. He is suspicious of the army. 

However he joins the army and becomes a victim of military system. 

Ambrose is the victim of civilian life. Basil and Angela plan to marry. 

Angela takes Cederic's death very seriously. At the end of the novel 

Basil wills to kill Germans. Several character reappear again from 

earlier novels. In this novel, through comedy, Waugh satirizes the war 

time conditions.

Brideshead Revisited (1945) is Waugh's best novel. Waugh's 

attitude towards Catholicism gets reflected in this novel. The novel 

presents the conflict between man and the God, and the ultimate 

victory of God. The novel also presents the protagonist's, Charles 

Ryder's, passage towards a mature human being which helps him 

to understand the nature of God's love. Ryder comes from upper 

middle class family. He has lost his mother and the relationship with his

father is not sound.
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The novel opens with Ryder's army unit arriving into a new camp 

built in the grounds of Brideshead Castle. Ryder recalls his involvement 

with the catholic family of Lord Marchmain. Ryder's pre-war life has 

been attached with this family. Ryder also remembers the other family 

members - Lady Marchmain, Bridey, Julia, Cordelia and Sebastian. 

It is through Sebastian Ryder gets acquainted with this family. 

Ryder has to make a choice of one of the two temptations : 

the comfortable easy english charm of the family, and the dangerous 

promise of art offered by his Oxford contemporary, homosexual 

aesthete, Anthony Blanche. Ryder gets attracted towards the family's 

charm. Ryder has affairs with both Sebastian and his sister Julia. 

Sebastian gets addicted to wine and is exiled from Brideshead. Charles 

Ryder is also banished by Lady Marchmain from Brideshead. Julia gets 

married to Rex Motrram. Lady Marchmain dies. The home in the 

London is sold and demolished to make an apartment. Brideshead 

is deserted. After ten years Ryder comes back to England. He is known 

for his fine domestic architecture. Ryder's wife has been unfaithful 

to him. In the journey he meets Julia, who gets frustrated in her own 

marriage. They decide to marry. But later on Julia realizes that 

although she is not good catholic, she can not divorce Rex to marry 

Ryder. She points out that divorce means going away from God's 

mercy. Thus Julia separates from Ryder. Ryder gets converted 

to Catholicism. This conversion makes him to see the Brideshead 

Castle as the city of God. The story of Ryder has a strong resemblance
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with the story of Evelyn Waugh. The story indicates a total 

transformation within Ryder.

Scott-King's Modem Europe (1947). The story has a straight 

forward plot about a man. He lives happily in a world of retirement. 

He enters the modern world and learns that modern world has no place 

for him. Scott-King has been teaching classics at a modest public 

school. He is in his field for more than twenty years devoting his life 

to study the poet 'Bellorius', died in 1646. Scott-King has spent many 

years translating his poems into Spenserian stanzas. He has sent them 

to Oxford University but invain. He is invited to visit Neutralia. Neutralia 

is the modern totalitarian state, where Bellorius was born. It has been 

decided to celebrate his 300th anniversary. Scott-King is the only 

scholar on him. He goes and enjoys hospitality for some days. When 

the Government does not have the hospitality funds, the bureaucracy 

abandons him. He becomes a displaced person. He is smuggled out 

dressed as a nun by an international underground organization. 

At the end Scott-King goes back to teach classics.

Like Paul Pennyfeather of Decline and Fall (1928) Scott-King 

is innocent. He becomes the victim of anarchistic universe without 

meaningful values. The story is based on Waugh’s personal experience 

of his tour of Spain where Waugh had experienced the inhospitality like 

Scott-King.
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The Loved One (1948) portrays Dennis barlow as the central 

figure of this comedy. He is an artist and a promising young English 

poet. He goes to Hollywood to write the life of Shelly for Megapolitian 

studios. He loses the job because the fails to deliver it. He gets the job 

at The Happier Hunting Ground', a pet's cemetery. He undertakes the 

job quite cheerfully. The older writer, Dr. Francis commits suicide with 

whom Dennis lives. He too is dismissed from his studio. The task 

of arranging funeral is given to Dennis. Dennis gets a chance to inspect 

'Whispering Glades'. It is a cemetery for people. He falls in love with 

a beautiful girl, Aimee. She applies make-up to corpses. Aimee is fond 

of English poets. Dennis reads to her his poems and tells her that he 

is the composer of these poems. In fact these poems are from the 

'Oxford Books of English Verse'. He does not dare her to say anything 

about his job. Aimee is also loved by her boss, Mr. Joyboy. When 

Mr. Joyboy's mother's parrot dies Aimee attends the funeral. Here she 

comes to know about Dennis's job. She also learns that the poems are 

not composed by him. Aimee decides to marry Mr. Joyboy. Dennis 

reminds her of their vows. He tells her that it has been an unbreakable 

bond. Aimee kills herself as instructed by her Guru. Mr. Joyboy finds 

the dead body of Aimee in his workroom. Dennis blackmails 

Mr. Joyboy. He tells Mr. Joyboy that he will bury Aimee at the pets 

cemetery if Mr. Joyboy gives the fare back to England. Dennis takes 

the money and leaves most eagerly. He decides to write a book.
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As he leaves he arranges Mr. Joyboy will receive each year one 

of The Happier Hunting Ground's anniversary cards.

The Loved One is a satire on the American way of life. 

Mr. Joyboy represents the American attitude. The novel is also 

a presentation of artificial, readymade life style of Southern California. 

Here Waugh shows himself as a representative of civilization with 

a genuine past. He shows English hero's triumph over American life. 

Dennis Barlow resembles Basil Seal of Put Out More Flags (1942). 

Both have advantages over their environment. Dennis sees the world 

with greater reality. He has the capacity to survive while those around 

him give up and commit suicide.

Helena (1950) is another catholic novel, it is a tale of a twentieth 

century school girl. The young Helena has a heroic myth like Waugh's 

other heroes. Helena is the daughter of 'Old King Coel'. She marries 

Constantius from Nish. After marriage Constantius takes Helena to his 

Balkan home at Nish. Constantius divorces her for some political 

reason. Her son, Constantine, is also involved in politics. He kills his 

father-in-law and his wife, Fausta. Helena finds the world around her 

full of wickedness and murder. Helena, tired of all this, happens 

to meet the old pope-Sylvester. She asks him about the cross but 

in vain. Then Helena goes to Jerusalem to discover the true cross. 

The quest of Helena shows the mysterious operations of God.
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Her mystical vision gives her strength to overcome the shoddy values 

of the world.

Love Among Ruins : A Romance of Near Future (1953) 

is an anti-utopian comedy. It is projected forward into a world 

of totalitarianism where most people are orphans and criminals. 

It is a story of Miles Plastic. He is an orphan and also a criminal. 

He lives in a Mountjoy Castle. He enjoys a balanced diet, weekly 

psychoanalysis and music. He gets bored, burns things down and kills 

people. The fundamental principle is nobody could be held responsible 

for the result of his action. Miles is given a secure job. He works 

as a sub-official in the Euthanasia Department. He falls in love with 

a beautiful ballet dancer. She has a long, silken corn-gold-beard. 

This is a result of sterilization that goes wrong. The dancer becomes 

pregnant and goes away for her abortion. She also arranges operation 

to remove her beard. Miles loses interest in her. He is being sent out 

on tour as the shining example of new penology. He involves 

in marrying a gruesome young woman. At the last moment Miles 

prefers to set fire to himself.

The Ordeal of Gilbert Pinfold (1957) is an autobiographical 

novel portraying Gilbert Pinfold as a successful novelist. As he suffers 

from sleeplessness, he uses a sleeping drink mixed with a strong 

alcoholic drink to escape himself into unconscious. This combination 

always makes him suffer. He takes an ocean voyage to recover.
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During his trip he begins to hear the voices of vicious family. He calls 

them Angles. He also seems to hear voices that turn against him. 

They are disturbing and offensive to him. Pinfold finally writes to his 

wife. His wife rescues him by forcing him to come home. He returns 

to an ordinary reality, he has been only saved by confession and 

communication. The Ordeal of Gilbert Pinfold is Waugh's best 

post-war novel. Pinfold's character and experiences are based upon 

Waugh's own.

The War Triology : Men at Arms (1952), Officers and 

Gentlemen (1955) and Unconditional Surrender (19161) form 

a remarkable war triology. It is the most important triology of the 

second world war. The triology presents the story of Guy Crouchback 

who resembles Waugh. The triology deals with his quest. He has 

romantic ideas about military service. He desires to defend his country. 

He gets inspiration from the storybook and form the military Crusades. 

Guy is the last member of the catholic family.

Men at Arms (1952) shows Guy living alone in Italy at the 

beginning of the war. Guy is left by his wife and he is doing nothing 

in particular. He comes back to England to play his part in the war. 

He is joined by Halberdiers where he is engaged in his military life. 

Guy offers Apthrope whisky as a gift, which causes Apthrope's death. 

Guy is sent back to England in disgrace.
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Officers and Gentlemen (1955) is the second novel of triology. 

Guy joins a company of aristocratic commandos. These commandos 

are sent to Egypt and then from Egypt to Crete. Guy comes to know 

about the affair between Trimmer, his colleague and his wife Virginia. 

Guy also travels to Crete. It is a tedious journey round the Cape 

to Egypt. He arrives there when the British withdraw from Crete. 

Hookfork is left to surrender to Germans. Guy escapes and he 

is carried safely by another escaper, Corporal Major Ludoivc. 

Guy learns that Clare has deserted his men in Crete. This betrayal and 

the news of Germany's invasion of Russia bring frustration to Guy.

Unconditional Surrender (1961) is the third novel of the 

triology. Guy is appointed to join a British Military Mission to the 

Yugoslavian partisans. He is sent to the training administered 

by Ludovic. Guy gets injured in practice parachute drop. While taking 

rest in England Guy learns that Virginia is pregnant by Trimmer. 

Guy takes back Virginia as his wife. They both live happily. 

In Yugoslavia Guy learns that Virginia has been killed by a flying bomb 

but the child is safe. Guy then accepts the child. Guy has 

a sympathetic nature. He feels sympathy for refugees in Yugoslavia. 

At the end of the novel Guy discovers himself and proves himself 

a hero who survives the conflict unscathed.
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c) Waugh's Travel Books

In his travel books Waugh appears to be a brilliant young man 

who enjoys great pleasure in describing his foreign experiences and 

his attitude towards history and society.

Labels ((1932) is the travel book reflecting Waugh's own 

experience of travelling alone. The book deals with the unhappy 

circumstances under which the journey was made. It describes the 

narrator's adventure, his pleasure in the ship, his curiosity about his 

fellow passengers, his interest both in the people and in the 

architecture of the country he visits. The narrator encounters the 

couple on the train to Paris. He calls them Geoffrey and Juliet. 

The story and the experience of Geoffrey and Julie resemble the story 

and experience of She-Evelyn and He-Evelyn. Juliet suffers and falls 

ill as Evelyn Gardner falls ill during the journey. Evelyn has to cable his 

fried about money as Geoffrey does in the story. Juliet develops 

pneumonia, and at Portsaid she is lifted off the ship on a stretcher. 

She looks like a corpse. She is driven to the British Hospital. The T 

of the story, the narrator, stays with Geoffrey and tries to console him. 

The narrator accompanies the couple to Cairo. At Cairo they part from 

the narrator. The narrator starts on his own to complete his journey.
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Remote People (1931) is Waugh's another travel book which 

deals with Waugh's first visit to Abyssinia in 1930. he goes to Abyssinia 

as a correspondent of 'The Times'. He covers the coronation of Haile 

Selassie. He continues his journey at his own expense down through 

Rhodesia to South Africa.

Ninety-Two days (1934) is Waugh's account of travel in British 

Guinea and Brazil during 1932. It was his most adventurous trip.

Waugh in Abyssinia : (1936) Waugh travels to Abyssinia 

in 1935 to report for 'Daily Mail' about the Italian invasion for the 

pro-Mussolini. The book documents Waugh's life as a war 

correspondent. He accepts the Italian facisim as an alternative political 

system. The book has three sections : the first is the historical resume 

of the situation. The second deals with the writer's own experience, 

the third depicts the celebration on the conquers achievement.

In Waugh in Abyssinia, the Emperor, Haile Selassie, and the 

Italian Minister, Count Vinci, are represented as highly skilled players. 

The emperor is not noble. He is a shrewd operator. Count Vinci 

is portrayed as a modern machiavellian. He is cynical, handling 

a dangerous situation with charm.

Robbery Under Law (1939). This books gives an account 

of Waugh's travel to Mexico. He travels with his second wife Laura 

in July 1938. Waugh shows the futility of political action. In the book
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Waugh makes the analogy between the present excess of political 

activity and the theological activity, he remarks that civilization is like 

a leper deteriorating.

D) Biographies:

Waugh wrote three biographies, the biography of Rossetti, 

the biography of Edmund campion and of Ronald Knox.

Rossetti : His Life and Work (1928). Waugh obtained 

a commission from Duckworths to write this biography. Waugh was 

influenced by Rossetti since his childhood. Rossetti and Waugh 

believed in the importance of craftsmanship. Both disliked music. 

Waugh condemns Rossetti as a second rank artist and lacking the 

moral stability of the great artist. Rossetti was the great first full length 

book that Evelyn wrote.

Edmund Campion (1935) is the autobiography of Jesuit Martyr. 

This is Waugh's first catholic book which gives the story of Gentle, 

brave and scholarly priest, martyred for his faith. In the book Waugh 

states that catholic church is the source of all good and protestantism 

is the source of all evil. The book shows simple truth which lies at the 

root of all catholic apologetics that the faith is absolutely satisfactory

to the mind.



29

Ronald Knox (1959) is the biography of a distinguished catholic 

priest. Knox was the close friend of Waugh. Knox was seen 

as a modern Newman. He was a humourist, eassyist and also 

a detective story writer. He dealt with the upper class life. Waugh 

admires his sympathetic nature.

E) Incomplete Works of Waugh

Work Suspended (1942) and A Little Learning (1964) are 

incomplete writings of Evelyn Waugh. Work Suspended is a story 

of John Plant. A Little Learning is the autobiography of Waugh dealing 

with his early life and the relationship with his father and brother.

Waugh's novels reflect the ills of the contemporary society and 

its operation with the themes of alienation, breakdown of human 

communication and Catholicism. R. B. Sing remarks :"Like other writers 

who began in the twenties - Evelyn Waugh is too obsessed with the 

world of an irrevocable modernity, a world of psychological stress, 

dissolving relationships, new life styles, novel technologies and 

environment.'9 Waugh's satires make the readers aware of man's 

position in the universe. Being a keen social observer of society, 

Waugh has shown his interest in social life rather than in intellectual 

and artistic life. A. clement observes : "The movement from Decline 

and Fall to Unconditional Surrender is a movement from a state 

of angst of passive alienation from experience towards a state

n10of reconciliation.
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