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CHAPTER SECOND

DESIRE UNDER TH:E EIMS

lsaving two song behind Mrs, Cabot died, Ephraim Cabot
married agsin and his seconl wife was the mother of Eben,
She also 4ied leaving the farm in which she worked hard, to

her hushand's care,

Mr,”-bot had two sons from his first narrizge, Simeon
and peter, Ehen was his son from the sacon?! warriane, For
the third time Ephraim married Ahbie Putnam, She to some
ektent enould play the role of a wife, but it was impossible

for har to be the real mpther of the three gans of Mr,Cabot,

Eben's mother died, “ben hald his father resnonsible
for the death of his mother, She was a good woman, 3he was
good tn her stepsons, simeon and Pater also, Thelyw

convarsation reveals all this,

EBEZN, ( intansely ) I'an Maw - every ircé 0' blood

PETER, She was good t' Sim'n' me,
2 gool stemmaw's scurse,

SI¥ECN,She was good t! «;.»veryonelo

Mr,Cabot was all the while causing tcecture to his sons!
they all were well aware of Mr,C2bot marriec Eben's mother
only with the intention of possessing the fzrm,

Eben's mother worked hard on the farm ag well as

10 The Play of Eugene O'Neill : ( New Y¥orkgRandom
House © 1974) p,207.
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shw worked at home also, She used to come back from the
farm to help to fry bacon, to shake the fire, her eyes were
bloody with smoke, She could not sleep or rest naturally

Still it was her nature not to complain , Even though
she got tired, She was now used to it , Eber vowed to take

revenge upon his father for the Jeath of his mother,

[ Min's character has got the minor imortance, To her
Eben was sttracted., ]

The news of Mr,Cabots' third merriage zame to his sons,
They felt very nervous, As a result Peter ~rd Simeon decided

to leave home, They thought it was no goodl t> live there then,

After the Jeath of “ben's mother and the news of Abble's
arrival Simeon and Peter took the dacision to leave for

Ealifornia,

ABRIE, is thirty five, buxom,full of vitality, Her
round face is pretty but mArrel by its rather
gross sensuality, There is strength and
obstinacy in her jaw, a hard Jdetermination
in her eyes and 3bout her whole personality
the same gnaeetled, unt2med, Jlesperate
quality,l

Abbie m2rriel Ephraim Cabot when he was seventyfive
in ovder to get the farm, Since the time that she had worked
in other people's homea, she hal cherished the Jdesire of
having her own farm, After the death of her first husband who

11 Ietde p, 221,
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wes a drunkard and also that of a child froh him she was

free to live accoriing to her own will,

The play is based on the domestic situation, The

heroine is 3iscrbel by men here,

Eben hated his father for his irresnomsibility made
his mother die, His mother's Jeath was caused by Ephraim,

Both came together with 3different motiees, Fhen wanted
to take revenge upon his father and Arbie had the desire of
having the farm of Ephraim with the help of Then, So they
decided to fulfil their desires, Abbie fell -n love with
Eben, She asked Eben if he loved her really, He also liked
her, But likiny is not loving, At last, he also developed
love for her, The following talk shows that both were
successful in their different motives;

ABBLE . We made it our'n last night, diin't we ? Ye
give it life - our lovin' 413 ( A pause,)

EBEN . ( with a strong look ) Maw's goae back t' her
qrave, She kin sleep nowi?

Abbie reminded Eben of his mother as he was drawn to
her, It was tacaused{his lust, greed an? desire that he
fell in love with Abbie, He actually 4id nok love her, But

he wanted her to take revenge upon his father,

12 Ibid 4 p ~245,
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Abbie made Eben behieve in her, She was frank to him,
regarding her past life, She wanted to formr a close
relationship with him, She frankly told hir of her past,
By this she could calm the anger of Eben,

She loved him

ABBIE ( Both her arms around him with wild passion )

I*11 sing fur ye! I'11 die fir ye !
(Inspite of her overwhelning desire for
desire for him, there is a sincere maternal
love in her manner &8nd voice - 8 horribly
frank mixture of lust and mother love )

. Don't €ry Eben|I'l]l take your Maw's
nlace | , 1I'l1 be eveythin ' she wag ¢ !
ye | let me kiss ye pure, Fhem)

Abhbie had an intense desire of possession, She was so
eager to enter her own house, She was very bappy to know
that she got her own home and her own kitchen; her nice
bedroom ani bed,

Eben hated her for her occupstion of tis mother's
place, But she knew that it was through Eben that she was
to be able to get her desired farm, She AidA't like to

prentend to be his Maw, She wanted just to te his friend,

But Eben wag not in the mood to liste- to her and he
called her a harlot, He simply loted her, But even then
she contimued loving him,

13 Ibid .. p,243,
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She was there tc have her own thinjys, "he two stepsons
having already lefe for California, Only ibea was there ,5he

thought to win him in order to ensbles her te schisve her goal,

Abobie was bold, an? straight foreward also, 3he loved
Eben when he was in his excited moments, Though he opposed
her, sha very skilfuly and grajdually took him i{n her

possession,

To fulfil her 3resm, she loved Zhen, She tol? him 1¢
he cried, ahe woul? tell Mr,7abot that he was trying to make

love to her,

hecording to NDonis Nelson

ee"Abbie Putnam has nothing alse to of ‘er, so she
mast sell harself in marriage in ordar to stake
a claim on the farm ( her first real home )
which father and sen struggle over a matter of
righeld

Her qgreed of property forcaed her to 3o sverything,

She was always reminisd of her past, Tye comparison
of her past with the present taught her much, UYarpast life
was depaendent on others, fiow she desiret tha 1ife of her
own, She wanted to emulate her past employers, and possess
farms and houses, like them, For her akl: thair hapniness
lay there only,

14 NDoris Nelsén,"n'Meill's iomen: Aspecisl Section **,
The Znegens O'Neill vews - lettegh(ﬁumner £all, .. 19&2)-
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Abbie set material values 2bove the gyiritual goal,
The beauty art and all human relations are Co>rrupted by the

mad persuit of gold,

The desire of gold compslled the brothers to qgo to
California, This greed for gold is seen in the beginning of
the play,

Every activity in Cabols home was motivated by the

greed of possessing something,

The seduction of Eben is the culmination of her

cleverness ( She was the fullscale' charactexr in the play, )

Husband.wife relations and mother.gor relations are

clearly revealed here,

When Abbie gave birth to a child fror him { Fben )

Eben theeatend to leave her, For :ben's love 2hbie killed the

child, She proved her love to Zben,

Furiously, Fben went to the police tc report her crime,
But he also felt guilty, His lust was transformed into love,
By the kiling of the baby they were again urited,

Abbie told Ephraim the why she murdered the child,

Here 2130 she was bold enough to ansver cahot; She says)
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ABRIE, Don't ye dare tech me, what rijht hev ye t*
question me * bout him ? He wan't yewr son
Think I'd have a son by yew ? 1'4 die
fust | I hate the sight O'ye &n' allus 414
It's yew I should ' ve murdered, i{f I1°'4
had good sense ' I hate ye'! I love Eben.l
414 from the fust, An' he was Zben's son -
mine an’ Eben’'s not your'n!lS

Abbie was frank and open to Mr,Cabot, Sha gave him
the realization of his age, When Eben came from the police,
she confessed her offence, She told him thét she killed
the child t5 prove her love, He also confessed that he

loved her,

At the end the she riff who came to errest them was

also, haunted by the desire of the farm,

15 The Slays of Eugene,
0*Jeill,' (NVewYerk s Random House - 1®49)p,264,




