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CHAPTER-TWO

MAROONED IN IMAGINATION: 
THE COMFORTERS;ROBINSON:MEMENTO MORI

In her first novel . The Comforters , Muriel Spark seemed to be 

trying to define the kind of novel she is prepared to write. 

It was also a kind of an experimental exploration of the 

formal nature of fictional truth, the craft of novel-writine:

"T wrote a novel to work out the technique first, 
to sort of make it all right with myself to write a 
nove1 at a 1 1 . " f 1 ]

Caroline Rose, the heroine of The Comforters i. s identified as 

the author of the fiction and is categorized as the central 

character in the third-person narrative. The raw material of 

the novel was provided bv the reality of Spark's own experi

ence, There are some obvious autobiographical elements, 

particularly in the presentation of Caroline Rose.. the 

heroine of the story whose psychological problems are vividly 

described.

During the early fifties, Muriel Spark was apparently 

displaying the symptoms of a psychological withdrawal which was 

a result of her change in faith. In subjecting her own rsycho- 

1 o g i c a 1 a nd spiritual crisi. ses to an artistic discipline, she 

finds an appropriate outlet. The novel is a book within a book 

to which Spark adds her own twists of surprises.

20



One of its earliest critics, Evelyn Waugh found the

novel "intensely interesting", "highly exhilarating", "very 

difficult" but "rewarding"121. Allan Massie found in it "an 

uneasy amalgam of modes"[3] and W.H. Auden confessed that he 

had. opened his first novel by Spark with "some misgivings” [4] . 

He went on to say that to him The Comforters "is a parable 

about Imagination and Experience;we cannot ever know either 

what is 'real'or what is 'pure imagination'. " f 5]

Caroline,affected with "voices"[6], is a student of 

fiction and is writing a book on the form of the novel. As a 

result of the hallucinations experienced, she realises that she 

is a character in the fiction. She hears the sound of a type

writer which records her own thoughts but her attempt to pick 

the sounds up on a tape recorder meets with no success. Ini

tially she dreads being manoeuvred like a character in a novel 

and then decides to oppose the destiny predetermined for her’. 

She resists when the voices anticipate her action. She tries to 

travel by train to Cornwall when the voices have said that she 

would take the car. Rut later she realizes that she must miss 

the train in order to go to mass. And this is precisely the 

point when she gives in, recognizing the inclusion of her own 

moral needs in the novel's structure. Caroline is simultaneous

ly a character and a creator of The Comforters (courtesy Spark, 

of course). Alan Bold has said that the novel "was a strik

ingly radical book, a flamboyant start to a teasing and power

ful fictional career. "[7]
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There is a riotous oast of Catholics and neurotics in 

the novel, who are unable to lose their loneliness of mind. 

None the less, their strange goings on have a kind of 

stylish glitter about them. Louisa Jepp is the indomitable 

grandmother of Laurence Manders (Caroline's former 

lover),who lives in the country.leading a seemingly rou

tine life. Rut we realize after a few pages that the old lady 

is an accomplished crook, a smuggler and leader of a gang of 

criminals, for instance, she stashes diamonds in loaves of 

bread and supervises a group of three oddly behaved men 

all very mysterious.

Mrs Georgina Hogg, a former employee of the Mander's 

family is "simply a Catholic atrocity, like the tin medals and 

bleeding hearts"[8], according to Caroline. She is the warden 

of St.Phi 1umena's retreat house. We learn that she has no 

"private 1 <’ f p" r o i and simply disappears when others are rot 

aware of her, first in her own room when she is alone, later 

in a car in which she is a back seat passenger. She accidently 

drowns in the end after it has been strongly implied that she 

is a witch,

Throughout the book, Mrs Hogg does her best to undermine 

the integrity of other characters: the way she interferes 

constantly in the lives of others is sinister, to say the 

least: " T t fairly puts you avalnst Catholics, a person 1 : lco 

that"fl0], says Laurence's larcenous grandmother. There is
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sava.ce hum our at times in the tart question s Caroline puts to 

Mrs Hogg:

" 'I wean, when you say, "Our lady said", do you mean 
she spoke audibly to you?'

' Oh no. Rut that's how Our Lady always speaks to 
me,I ask a question and she answers. '"[12]

Spark's uniqueness can be seen in the way she braids a strain

of detective fiction with theological as well as psychological,

adding urgency to the plot. Several themes run parallel in the

novel -- Caroline's preoccupation with the typewriter ghost:

her involvement with Hogg, in spite of the fact that she is

repelled by Georgina's physical obesity and spiritual vacuity;

Louisa ard her gang of smugglers. The fragments of action do

no1: always unite and we. as readers, are left to gauge

and enlighten ourselves. We also ask questions : will

Caroline escape her voices as we 11 as Mrs Hogg and make a life

with Laurence? Will Louisa Jepp and her gang be found out? This

is what makes Spark stand apart from other novelists. Spark has

said :

"Lots of people can't take it when I leave things 
out.But lots of people can, of course. T think 
T've chosen, that way because of something in mv 
nature . T don't like to spell things out. I'm very 
much on the idea of leaving a lot unsaid,so that 
a great deal can be gathered. T hate having to 
explain the obvious."[12]

At the beginning of the novel we find Caroline on retreat 

trying to adjust to Mrs Hogg's intrusions in her life. Though 

Caroline maintains a coo 1 exterior, she is irrirated to the 

point of exasperation. Hogg's unpleasant interference is warded
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off with her- "private f ormu l a" r 1 3 ] . When she is tortured hv the 

mys ter ions vo i res she hears, she goes to her unreliable friend. 

Baron Shock. He has his suspect bookshop and is actually the 

London agent for Louisa's smuggling racket. The amusing account 

of Taurence's grandmother's smuggling gang runs parallei to 

Caroline's own bewildering experiences.

Extreme 1v anxious to learn the nature and identity of 

the mysterious voices, she turns to Baron, Father Jerome and 

T an renop for comfort, but their responses are typical. T r: i t i a 1 - 

1 y a little confused, Caroline later teaches herself to cope 

with her "voices". In fact it is her triumph that she overcomes 

this men tel activity and in the process realises the arbitrari

ness of human life. While discussing the experience with her 

priest, she realises that the voices really suggest the forma

tion of a novel in which she and her acquaintances play a role:

" 'it is as if a writer on another plane of existence 
mas writing a storv about us'.As soon as she had 
sa;d. these words .Carol i ne knew that she had hit on 
the truth."ri4]

The readers get to know Caroline through a wiftv account of the 

way her nind works . Th rouehotit the novel we find the breakdown 

of communication between individuals immersed in their own 

private worlds. They confront each other but do nor comfort . 

one another: for examp1e,neither the Catholic church nor Lau

rence can finally comfort Caroline. On the contrary . sh ° suf

fers bad 1 y from rVieir stupidity and malevolence. The inabili

ty of anyone to understand anyone else's predicament is what



Spark seems to convey to us through the title Comfort: ere , 

All the characters obsessively pursue their own ends, a situa

tion that enables Caroline to observe: "We've reached the stage 

where each one discourses upon his private obsession ."[If]

Terrence, bright, curious and lively, has no capacity 

for reflection. He is inquisitive about the mysterious activi

ties of his grandmother. Louisa realizes this but indulges him 

nevertheless.even though she knows that his inquisitiveness is 

a threat to her smuggling ring — so great is her affection 

for him. Though Laurence is observant, his detached feeling 

about the "voices” bothers Caroline, She resents his attempt to 

find a technological solution to everything and yet tolerates 

him : "Anri she was aware of the i rra t i ona 1 i ty and pre.iudi re of

a 11 these feel ings wi thou t being able to Stop feeling

them .. " r l 6 ' She dec1 ares to Laurence that i t won 1 d be a

shirking of spiritual responsibility to deny what is happening 

to her. But Laurence disi ikes being a character in a novel as 

much as Caroline did. He claims that Caroline "martyred by 

mi sunderstandi ng"[17], herself understands none, "for instance 

the Rnron, my father, myself"[181. later he suggests a way out. 

Writing to Caroline of mutual misunderstanding insists that bu 

1oves he" nonetheless. But instead of sending the note, tears 

it up. At the end, their future is uncertain, but one feels 

that, probably Laurence Manders will return to Caroline and 

all end happi 1y, Judy Sproxtnn says :
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" The j. rotiy r e s is I f i ng from f bp differences in 
personal motive and situation constitutes an 
important element in the fabric of Muriel Spark's 
wr i 11 n g 1 n this book . "[19]

In the final chapter, Caroline swims to safety after getting 

out of the clutches of Georgina and is free to write her 

novel, She has been able to free herself from the burden of 

evil supported by others and has thus, solved her own personal 

problem. The Comforters spice? its plot with blackmail . hi gamy, 

diabolism and smuggling -- from this emerges a tale about the 

"isolation of the creative artist"[20] told with immense 

literarv cunning.

Thematically Spark's The Comforters and 'Rob 1 nsor 

both deal with the isolation of the individua1,though the 

technique used in each is different. The former is a little 

ambiguous and the latter tells a more direct tale. Tn an

1 ntep’i ew wi th Frank Kermode . Muriel Spark has sa i d ;

"Because T observed a kind of wantonness as you 
call it [in The Comforters]. I decided the best 
thing to do was to stick to a plot. and stick to 
a formal outline and say what I wanted to say in 
that 1j mit.”[21 ]

Critics have detected a continuity between the two novels. 

Alan Bold finds both remarkably successful "as exparimenta1 

applications of fictional form"[22]. Peter Kemp sees Robinson 

as providing "a kind of annexe to The Comforters"f 2 21 . De

spite the technical difference in the two novels, there 1? 

an obvious resemblance between Caroline Rose and January 

Mar 1ow.
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Told by .Tanya rv in first person , R o b i n s o n ' s narrative 

1 i ne is simple enough. January is involved in a plane crash on 

a hitsiness flight to the Azores. She finds herself, together 

with two r fher survivorss Jimmie Waterford and Tommy Wei is, on 

a tiny island in the North Atlantic ocean inhabited by Mi las 

Mary Robinson and bis adopted child... a nine-year-old 

Portuguese boy , Miguel.Significantly, January is "the only 

woman on the is1 and"[2A] , Wear] 1y and out of a sense of

duty, Robinson cares for his castaways > though given a choice 

he would have preferred no visitors. The three survivors are 

forced to wait on the island for three months for the 

arrival of the pomegrana t<= boat , January seeks to conserve

her dignity and tries to pen the trauma she has undergone in

the journal she keeps. She has been advised by Robinson 

to "keep to facts ... stick to facts"[25] and she does

e x a c 11v that.

January, from the beginning, feels both defensive towards 

and intrigued by the others, Soon after the crash she realises 

that she ;s becoming involved with their personalities;

..was irritated by this curiositv of mine 
whieh did so indicate that these people were 
becoming part of my world."[26]

She resents this and tells herself to be in "control"[27] of 

her re 1 a t ’ onshi ps . She states that she 1 i. kes to be "in a posi

tion. to choose"[28], However she becomes increasingly conscious 

of her compani on.s and the effect that they have on her. The



rrnri a ] p o i n t~ in the novel is January's relation to these t lire?

men. Her att1’ furies towards each change with the passage of 

time, she is attracted to w a r ds .T i m m 1 e . the easy goi n? r e i a t i v e 

of Robinson although his ineffertua 1itv irritates her often. 

She takes him as a friend for his voutb . his good look6, his 

affability and above all. for his talents as a raconteur. 

Inniifl-v learns later that he is Robinson's cousin. Afterwards 

when Robinson i s gone , he stir prises her by dec Taring that the

1 s 1 and i s his. Jimmie's mode of s p e ec h is a 1 q n very humourOH S 1 y

pcr frayed He speaks in ft ne on 1ia r ama1 cam o f formal di r t~ i on

( 1 p a r n e d f r o m Sh a k m v p seventeenth con On r y poets and Fow! -

er ) and s 1 a n g (lea rn e d i" r nm v a r i oit s a , T ' q he met d u rin g the

see ond wa r ) : " v o u like a d r i nk? To!” He *-0 a V'q to Tanuari' It You

tak e the c it p , T s (.7 i g f r o m the vessel . "r 2 0]

Sh.e is thorough1}' repelled by Tommy He 1 l s ed i tor 

of 'Your Fiitiire'raagazine , who is a 1. ways rather irrational and 

vio1ent at times. Wells sells good Inch charms. He also adver

tises in his tna g a z i n e , "FUFF advice". "Friends h i p" . " ron so 1 a - 

tion" . "Happiness"f 30] . He is hungry for money. for good food . 

for lei sure and for women. He reminds .Tanuarv of her second 

brother-in-law. Curlv T on sd a 1e. She says; "I sim p1y did no t 

1ihe Tom Wei 1s . " f11 ]

Robinson's authoritarian, patron i z. i t» g a n d repress i v e 

nature makes January a little resentful towards him. though 

at the outset she had taken him as a narental f-'gurn

2 8



f p n a n d i rt $> o r> him. R o b i n s o n pres c r f b e s a d 3 i 1 yrr r p 3 t 1 v f p ' 1 p n rl i rt n o n bin. R o b i n c o n prpq c r ? b e s n d 3 1 I y r 011t 1 3 p 

to p3rh of «rhen 33d from p3ch , hp t3kps whatever h^ finds 

nf fonqi vp — f rom January . hpr rosary . from We 1 l <? . his m a 2 a ? i n° 

and bis charms.Jannary's i niria 1 timidi by on rhe i s 1 and ospe- 

r i a 1 1 v wi fh Robinson, ref] pets her prev i on s i m 313 t u ’’ y - P- n f 

once sbe discovers this poinf. she asserts her will a 2 a insf 

Robinson'r. She resents his domination becanse he remintq her 

of her late h 11 s b a to d and her i non’s f rive hrothe r - I n - 1 a w . Tan 

Prod ip Parly in rhe nove1 . Robinson rails her "Miss January". 

slip retorts . "My name is not Mj qq January. T ;-m Mrs 

Marlow."r f 21 in a sense , she is. Fra cmen t s of her life before 

rbp crash is revealed to us. We are told that January's husband 

bad died after six months of marriage: she has one son and ’s a 

repent eon vert to Cat hoi i o i sm and "’poet , critic and general 

a r t i ci! labor of ideas" rjci . Spark also tells us about Annas and 

Tan trod’oi January's older sister and brother-In- 1 aw and hoy 

she resented t h e i ^ interference. She1 f p c 1 s d i f f e r e n t 1 v howev

er. with her vonneer sister. Julia and her husband Curlv 

T on sda 1 a , S i >> n i f i c a n t1 y . the three sisters a re able to meet on 

friendlv terms on 1y in their adult 1ifa when they ref 1 cat upon 

t he j r sehoo 1 rl a v <= •

" C1 t;9; 1 i n a over childhood anecdotes was the main 
f h : n» with my sisters, and how,a f t erwards.
T would wonder at my own chi 1 rl I shnessi " ISA 1

Mu r i e 1 S p a r k ' s s e n e 1 t i v i t v to differon t to o r d s and. to t h e 1 r

hidden wit finds wa v info each of her novels, 1 e a d i r 2 ns to the

full u n d e r s t a n din v of the idiosyncrasies of her characters, T n
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■Robinson . the? cbarscter? arp 1 ead to us through fb? dove*] opi ns 

perceptions of the heroi ne . .January is f i errely i ndependent . 

S b o e c k now] ed.ees t b a t there is a stron g t r e a k o f ntapciliri t y 

in her and is deteonii niied in bn regarded bv bon companions as

an equal , she strong! v resents any suggest i on that- her sex 

incapacifetes her either mentallv or physically. Perhaps the 

most compe! ! i ng account in the novel is that of the struggle 

■January has, in her months on the island, to live peacefully 

and safe! 3 ; with three men and a bov. .January' s struggles with 

the men on the island compound the struggles she had back in 

Png1 and witb the two brothers-jn-1 aw. They are both described 

a s d i sr>a ragi ng to women ,

Tension grows and final ly Robinson di ssppears .. presumed 

to be murdered- This is the most drama tic event in the novel. 

In the absence of the owner of the island, the three temporary 

inhabitants of Robinson are plunged into a. dilemma for they 

.1 ud,ge each other as one capable of killing. Muf ua 1 suspj ci on 

adds to the strain. Most importantly; January fee 1s different1v

t o w a r d om and even Jimmie. She c; p p t" ll P ft! as strangers; even

J i m m i e has lost his c h a rm for 1*> ■v* 'T }a p 3 * q y " O n f- p q q b] CO 7 c. 1 q rt f?

but | r> d i - ferenf worlds"[35]. A 1 1 the chamr’ters are estranged

from one another.

The tensions which result from the encounter of differ

ent personalities on the island are magnified a s a result of 

their isolation, As a consequence of the threat of disintegra-



ri V’ ] I ?(*d ;■> f- +- i f 17 ■*- o a y rj«■» n v «■-■;t i o n >'1 r 1 1 I- '"i a p n •*- e r i n *■ o

the Strength 

OX i R t" finro , qf

has of R of i p 

1 o v e " [ 3 7 1 t h 

on her. Towa 

h 1 e ’ • n t I 

pn 1 i gb_t P*1 m en 

of t bi e real 

r a 1 horizon, 

n i pH hv an 

1 earns n hor f

s of the values whioh Robinson has, in his sr1ifary 

ri vpi to n v r t >1 r e T T is this 11 n r] e r s t a n ri i n g that she

son that helps hor develop,The intense!v " or 11siniv 

at she had felt for Robinson has a uaturing effeat

rrl s the end .Tapnnrv is readv to a crept the terri- 

t b a t " a 11 things are possible" only through th e 

t she has achieved via Rnhinson. T t is also b ec a n s e 

i ? r f 1 op that she * q able to e n 1 a r <■ p h , >, ■ r> w n c. n i v' i t ~ 

.T a r> u a. r v ' s eyperi epees on the island are a ccojnpa - 

i n c r e a s i tig d i irien « i on of self a w a r e n e s s . What s h ® 

the others, she 1e a r ns in ef f err about bor«elf,

41 ;!ti Bold has compared Robinson and Georgina Hogg (The 

Comforters) saving that bhev are a 7 ike ip that " thev are both 

C h -1 r a c t e r e rot* tap ina t ed b y o n n tact w? th C a t h o ! i o f a i t h , " r R P 1 

Thev are different in the sense that whereas Georgina pro '“Pt»d 

hersel f as an inti mate of Our Tadv. Robinson i s "unable *-o cope 

w‘ th the dogma t i e demands of h c s Trim faith on the 

siih j ect " [ aQ l , And these religious characters of Robinson's 

fa sc jn ates Ja n 11 a rv Marloy.

later ip the book, Tom We 11s tries to hi a rkmni 1 Tpppary

and T i m m i e into q i qp i nR p f a * s e a c c o 11 n t o C Rob] RROR f c d i s a n ~

1 •> O fq -r O opp ^ t~ V} ;-3 t~ n or* e of tIi e m s blamed ■For t-hp m fi r H o T P also

demands ear t o f Robinson's estate and t h r e a f e n ^ t n 3 C c n n o t h e

two of murder vh or the boa t art i v e s *1 p 1 f-1 ip 1 h e Cr P t s s’h > t h e
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w a n t s , A 1rhon ah ,T i rrt m 1 e T G v 1 1 1 i n s Vo rh \r W p 1 1 ' <=; TP t t o' r> f o r

c; t 1 prirp .1 a n a a r v refuses, This s h a r p e n s the d e p t h o f a n f a p o n i s mi

1~i ohjp^n T o ?y» o n d .T ti p o >- \ * S h o n r r» p & t- p s p docnmen t 1“ p O f f o r fho

1 o \s i rt r oil f 'f ,0 d i e v i o n. no P n y statement p 1 1 r; ip ;o v tti p r- P. -1 +-

fbrought chppf r- pro! o c q t] p c - e 1 e f s him cfpp ] t" h p d i P %/ cob i r* h

she r e fp ievps a ft erwards, seek i p <y to hide it 11 n d e r *>r O ii n d in the

t- 11 -n t"> p 1 s vTh i c b v r) b) ^ T1 P P f ^ the island. Pptravj np- her i rai r n e y .

she is rnnfrottffd hv We 11s who threatens to stab her. Rut 

she p ] Mrlfs him ant! then rrai.?l « ha ok fbronpb "the t e r r i b 1 e 

b o 1e " r t\ PI ] . etnergi n» into the mist thor o ygh 1 v exha y s ted . ~ a n u a r y

mi d n r s tn d s no rfort1 v we 1 1 fh^t ev’ 1 oan be onim tered on ] v by 

o n n ti i n o- fold sere nf’Ort Robinson ;

" S p n r V also drops into her narrative d e r a i. 1 s t b a t 
pransform th e tale i v v o a re] i pi one all pporv , 
be’' sensibility is so satyrated in rbt'ial. and sym- 
hn ’ i s ni than she in.ev’ tably extracts *'hn max T t* n»
of mean 5. ns ■From the layers of 1 ananage at her
d i s pose! , "f 41 1

The next dav .Timmi e and Trim f i ghr over Jannary — ' v is n

o '■ -y. hollo c f ’ • 'iarO o b o t-yo r o o- n r; d and r v i 1 . Win1'' the .. y o v •, ppf o d

’"of i’rn of Robi peon f he combat ends, Tanuarv does nor pass i ve 1 v 

a r r en t bis nor oant of b ’ s beb a v i 011 r . She argues wi th him, 

nnpsf i. ops him, Jammrv is a nary and thinks than Robinson ' s

bob n V i oi] r h a s been f li n -r o s ii 1 f o f vh ’ m a n a! f n n o r with no

consideration for the others. Rx a sn °vav e d she fells him;

" T '"hu eked the anti nomi an pose when T urns f wen f v .
T h 3 r e r s no s n c h t h i n v as a o r i v a r o m O r a 1 1 f r " f /d 1

P r> o y e r o ^ n 11 1 f I i;i o r o r b o v o Vi t- on P o b i n s o n is o n e of n- o p v 1 f n d o •

" R n t rn:i Mm a f f e n nil. if was bis island, and be npobab 1 v a f
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f-t-'p ct-art' had savpd our 1 i vp<? 

once n^nin fn the world she 

^rcord i n<j to Wi 1 1 i atn MrRri p?i ; 

novel 1stical 1v iroaffined.”f 44 J 

T'pprtr . vp| nnhors arc or i g-*' 1

d. i a ! o? ■' e are a m u s i ti? a n d aRpn 

f i v? e proceeds at the p ace of a 

f1 a sh f nrwa r d, a de v1c e that Sr 

and rlpcpri h e s wh a r v ill h a o o e o 

isi and it s e 1 f .

rUS 1 Subsequently she returns

h a s left — to human o n p i p p V

The work i ci m o r p t> o p t i C p 1 1 V 1" Vt p r\

F a m i 1 i a r f 1 o-ll fpc a n d 1 f!lf!0;PCi

nd jo p b f lT t" V] p i 1- t” i 1 y o r m p o s o d

Rob inson fi -j rh e n. a r r a -

th r i 11 p r T h p n o v p 1 end s w i t h a

rk uses r P p P P f P rl 1 V 1 n h er books.

to cert a in chare, cters and r n the

4 ffpr the rescoc . January 1 earns that Torn We 11s has been, 

imp-pi enned for blackmail and that Robinson. the island, is 

S' nb i. n g as a r e s 11 1 1" of volcanic action . T h ongh r e 1 11 c t a n t 1 V . 

,T a n n a r ' ’ h as 1 c a n t a m o r a 1 r < - c-,.... p r> t , p h i p t h a ' the r n H ! \~ ‘ d n a ^ 

cannot nntirpl V evade a. ro 1! 1 ec t i ve responsibility, ca.nnnt 
forever ignore the ovisteppe of evi1, Rv the end of the rove!. 

January thi nks of the island as "a place of the rn i nd > , , an 
apocrvpha 1 is"! and ."[45] Judy Sproxton comment i ng on ,t f n n a r y

"It is a tribute to her self knowledge and apprecia
tion of good. that she has survived the 
r e”r i b1 e threats of infinite p o S si hi 1 i t V . and

■ i ad s n ow * *i r h r c a n a ,, p p f Qf p p 1 eb r a t -i on " r A a. i

M e m p n t O Mori Spark's third novel deals wi rh nroblerns of 

o t f e r p e n pip, especial Tv the old. The n o v e 1 i. s a r t f u 1 1 v c o n -

fined to a set of upper - middle class and aged r> e o r> 1 e wh o s e

past rpl ationships are revealed as the story croceeds. About



tbp bonk, William Mrk’’ n <;v? : " ?r>a vk ' s r>ove 1 of fpf q a

y p> , o o m to a s a i o n a t e . v. e t a 1 ^^SPtbpr nr s e r f i m 0 n t a 1 1 o o k at

old ppop! p and how t h p y confront death. "[471 A 1 a n p,o 1 d 

rolls it "one of kef’ most powerful ."[^81 Ho odd s•. "On in g 

beyond tbp e&oceotr i r a t*mosoherr of The Comforters and Fobi n - 

son , She shows herself as sorupnl ous 1 y occur.? re observer a 1 e-f 

to tbp barrilv b a mat cond i f i. on of i r f -i m 11 v . " f 4 9 ] Norman Pa ;t o

^7 r. . S p c, « " M n m e r t~ r v . T* q r- r: j- r- 1 .. tb P boct o f t f p a 11 t h O V * r

f i rst rhree novels but- one of the mosr satisfying; of all her

hoofc."rS0]

Pea th is the i Tie scarab! e and tin a voidable external force 

in this novel , The Tat in phrase "Memento Mori " means "remember- 

that voij must die", Tt has t r a d f t i on a 1.1 v been used to refer. to

-r» p fn Ip 1 p fp O ^ ^ i fvr C. ii p b p q p s it 1 1 Tl P S Pp ?' |f r* p "p ^ ^ p c-_

tbp q1{n 1 1 Y)\t p m n r p i pc,] qfppt- p n d i nf ^ii^i vp nminf prn^ir t* — — p 

vo’ cp on rp ] pphnriP , As f h p novel develops t~ h e r h e r p c 1“ e r G

p p p rha 1 1 pruned by fhr»i r own rno r t n 1 1 t v - ”R v doing- this ^ e n r k r>n f s 

b p -r nr* i npi tin ’ p v> n r* p p f e v p 11 n d p n p s en t- p p p p o d p p f h

T n this no^e 1 ^perk has tnmpd n w n v f roni t h ^ i^estti cf i ons of 

r pi q f end setting; p s in Pobi n son end h n s rpfnrnpd in tbp nov^l 

p ” .r. r-v r- p p -r o fj d p d end s o p i p 1 ] v v p r i e d v nr 1 H of T h p 

H o m f o y t e r s " r S 1 1 , As ip tbp fipst novel, the oppsenf novp] ' «; nipt 

is p 1 s o ooTNpIpXvVitrh Its s e n* r p t- g end c o i n p i d. e n p p s . P ?\ g- p -r p p p r 1r s 3 

” thp pf f ppf of t b i c; {q pi most n^rofji o ns if tbp r>nn vn 1 nt i ov.'" 

of t V ed. i t i on e 1 f i. c t i on u p r p hni no; be 1 d v* p for p m n s e d p r i t i p n 1 

inspprt*ion . " f S ? ]

^ ft

0



In thp q f n r v a. r p o 1. d a n d mnnvM q c f of +~ Vi p afarnot-prc:

of f h p nt f o ^ p i V p fp] pnlioriP’ r* 3 1 1 q

ninqf Hip. t^p vo’ cps differ, depend 

f bono-h f f e nipcQpO'P i* c; flip q n e p . A f f 

t b p fllvjr a. fbe rhorarf erc- 1 afpr; d. 

?n p d ni p r . rr ankc. ; crifliinal^ or nbl j 5*'14r 

ii r t o i a1"6tvi ow fh etn for p a p p r e « B u f 

3bvp t" f rv ■» ^ o tl f 1* t'r o F T O ,' I'M d P r> t” 

nrnfppscioc , Thp pa 1 ] pr<; e r p npvpr id

•q q r i o n e 1 and ord i i>hfptipri c b a v a c f e v ^ 

| n o. ■*-> p r* t* o r MorfiniPT a r> d former c;ot V n

ra! !pr ro he Dpifh« Each oharorfpr is 

r V- o rpixii |‘|rjpr of h i q or b p r e, 1 f i o a f e

f uHd a rp er> f p i *« ?•>d pr s f a.rd i n <> of life?

f| i i c;c;p(1 q q p V* d i t" O r V bp 1 1 11 O ' ^ 3 f i O n C

board h A/ r a. r o 1 i a p V o c; p 1 r Tb e f o m f o ■»"

board bv fboqp for inborn t-hev aro not" 

not- of far n r v roH oral o^ fpfi ] •’ at i a p

1 t r q 1 p m 1 r. n a f i o n i c f i p r p d. a f

F a o b ran' pi ppf n F f-bpcp optic;

f- or,-? prdc *"b i c 11 1 f i rn a t~ p 1 •? it! t tat-1' or and 

f b p c p 11 fl c* O f“ f 1 1 tl q- |-|ipqqp(>pc; T Ip p 1 pv

Tatrip rnldbon and her brother nodfr 

pm 1 ndpr • wbprpaa A1 eo Ftarnp-r who

-d p -V p q> -p -« p ft q /

rpw i nd i n jr them 

I. o ■>• it o mi tbp

T -f c t~ t- ♦ T p <-l p

i siiii ts tfipi r r 

cr younS mp'l wh o 

we ■? s t-©o H p r q of

T f i prj ppT]^-!^ pc;

ptiti f { pH hut fhp

in t- b p r) o v p 1 .

rr t Tpan fayf or

'’nnf ron r>n t-

dpath , but 8 1 c 

"Yet fbp f : > 1 1 q

ct app iy 1 1 V p f 

p p r’ o f b p u n r' o

i n t p n d e d , " f p 3 j

n 1 apt--' pn b ’1 t 0

has n. diffprent 

rpsoond di. ffpr 

no o-r on n HppHpH 

p ^ arp G b u k o n bv 

at qpvpnt-v-pipp 

t-11d,^* of1 f b p p o-pd

than ftov

■t’ p p i "* p tp t-

q r0^01 VP

a 1 1 p r s a s 

have raap 

t- Pf> won.d r 

1- h r n 1 t

two niost 

ay-no]1no 

t~ B i ri V r ti p 

o a ] v T.;1 j 1~ h 

O T*’ 1 1“ F -a 

r’ a nnnf bp

to /-% V f)1 O P o 

c o rp P f i rn P c;

S o, pr!< d o e

aaviprnat--

n 11 i tilde 

p n t ] v b o 

b ir D-irriP

f- h n Cr -T' - tV'

, n i ‘>h f 1 

wh 4 ob

B S

r O r o — v» p da v b p



p a p nof n ^ s s | b ! v 1 j vp to f i n s h * f* b a r m i o n f!o1. Qt-op . f o r w p r 1 y a

t>onnl er v o vp 1 i 9 t ! .Jpgn T a V 1 or on c p a pomna r\ i on t- r> rbnr m ^ on :

«•> p f 1 U /r\ •(.-< v M n r f 1' t)i p f q f p f- i r p f| Pf) | i f p T -*r» p p P p t" O ?■* t* r» ]r o if- J p

t- b p i r c. t" r i n- T b p ] <icf fbrpp p p n p 1! 11d p t- Vi p f n P 1“ b t Q f- b P rn v Ci p —

?" i no s p p 1 ] e r a ?! d T a f h. P i V Hi f f prpnf v a vs tb pv b p h p v p r p 1” b p "r

t j p 1 1 * xi t bp f p p p of Hp?f b W i i 1 i a rn M p B y ■* p n s y y q * " 4pr oyb \ -n <>

H P g f b f" V p v 1 i y p prop f } vol v ^ d p b o n p f r 1 v " f S /? 1 O r> p p f f- h o

\ji Qpr p h c r a p t a r T p p n , commer) f s • " B p i a a ovpr spvpp.t v is

1 t ko hpi no; p p y p p- p d ? a p fj p r . A 1 1 o t? r f r i ends p r p g- n ‘ ti o- p r

aoti.p one v.?p s H tv i vp omono-qf fhp dead a a d f b p dvlns; as or P

^ ;i f t 1 P ^ i* P 1 ^ , 11 f c; ] A P P O P H i ti o- I- {-' A. 1 p n p. p 1 H r

H Tb i*i ^ r r ,■) f o,f" Hope; nnf ... doTTMflPfp Pbp -n ,-j vp 1 pc;
a rn o r a 1 ? s f i p yrlo-p hiif hovers as a r-poordinE p n y p 1 .
ohspry v? h 1 vn P a f* v S. 1 1 ti 1* O s o b> 4 p p f 1 V 0 1 A s a. n
r>bc:. p r% v p r fb0 p a y r a o r of Mprnpnfo ^nri ' s a, r otro i —
<5P j orif ps tbp Tvni rio- Gboqt nf Tbp Conf re . " r ^ b 1

cj p p ^ V .a p n oil a p p s‘ t- b p t* b prr? p ry*~ f- b ■’ s novo 1 ^ p 1~ b p r* a b r; i? ?*> b 1 c f - 'V -

i ri ft- t-\ o c; p n t" p p P ° O f f|p,o fb fbo l- b p vn p -I c; s o o b r* p p H -f i ■* 1 1 p -P

infr \?b ■» pb i s ppI of f'bp pnf~bop , b?bpa f bo ppl 1 to

T off-i p Col qfon a o; p d. qpvpnfy*-tii ne t is rorortfpd at* b b p h o <> 1 n -

r» i p <> p -T t'tp hooi V . -? f- i c' p r*pp t-* p »•> t~ +- f; p t~ qIip b P S a 1 p p a d ^■- p p p1 rs -• x' pri

q -t rp •? 1 a p r ;d 1 q . Bho bnowq that* tbP rnPSS89:e will bo tb<° qornp--

•* t? p rr) p vr]_ b p r vou rn ii s t* d i o " r S 7 1 . a ri d hof orp s b p pa n a s V w b a tbp

ml 1 or is, bp b a s already gonp off tbs 1 i a e - Sh a devot-po a i i

bn1" p pi p i--1 a- •' p c; t- o c p p lr i n o- f b p i rb n f i r p £ f b e p •-> 1 1 p -v Qb o i’ cv p n ^ o

r Ti r» m r» p q p t> ^ if o p 1 f r"> C c; b p -S p p 1 a r* p p 1- q T a tb p t fbp 10I Pt1' vpc; a p rls b p f ppl s p e i*fiii p

her W1 1 ] arp try*

o-b f O ’ p fpr«r! tbs



F ,o p -r q u * f h jipf b t o t h p r f* r> d F -»-* p v f* o 1 q P o ri . A b o r P fh p 1 .<» f f ^ r p p ,ap 

F o 1 d F h a F b p i’o rnnvi F h a F . ft F pi i>ht'V“SPVPn . h P r* p m a i a q

--i p q q p c q p d P F pit h T o f a P 7 ] 1 1" i p c ----- p v p -o t" h TP 1 «> b b i q d ^ i V * O <> a

on p +* t- r\ p F p r< i>rv hvr qf'q p F qnrT» d and f n T’t>^ f 11 1 d p t.j d t •if' <-> -i rp p p •>- —

ilc pvpi’ \r p Ti P i r1 b i q 1/ i p i 71 iF'.*. n b P H7 ■* OH Hoi qt-O-n O r' H F p ■ ' q Tr T F

1 S a P r> m a n Hat-hoi -i ^ r o it v P r* p a n rl a o n o o norm 1 a. r T"i 17 P 1 b; f

o- rm^ qoni Ip, A t- p i ob a '/ — F -? yr p cbo q f* ? 1 1 p p f q fho to ^p p F r u p

bonut-’ Fit*! p p rl ciirr nqcf ii 1 ■novel i s t" c b p real 1 y \« n Q i a ho1"

;)f i rl r] 1 p \r p ft *' c; She f i ?i rf q rl ’ f f i rn 1 p v i n ri i S P i a r>i??c:]!?r>o T p P i P

From h a r r 1 d F n nii i' 1 v c p r v nnf Joan T a V 1 o r ., C h a r m i o a ' a d ^ q p a n h -; a <>

fa f- r •»- r-7 C «! 7 r. ?•> q Far’ a *-• o o a -f p ',»• p a rl T o P P i -~> o t- p p n ft ft o -r *1 o rl . a

q i T m n b O 0> ri F t-bo 7'1 v a a a pH i' a* p >’ q Vp |" * F i q -.bp ^ib p a p q a i n q a

o -»•’ i p oq 1 1 fp ft q f p pro «> a p q p c. find nbn m c; a p a 1 a r> ft p ft f ■■} ft ft ft o F

p b p i a p \r -i P n h 1 o ?

" ' T? p rn p in h or,' bo a a i d 'you must1 d i p . '
'Oh o q fn *' h a P . ' q ho q r'd. 'for Fhp p ft q F P M r P v
vop rs and mnrp T hnvp f h oii yh f o -*1 i f From F i m p P o

r i m p , M v mon'n ?’ \r •i f n i 7 in <j i n r p r a a i a rociopoFc .

T n rn t> o a p p i n hr y - =i i X . P 11 f nninp h op T H p p O F F r- p. ^ f
TO V" r! ^ a P b iab Pio’/P -K* y V) o t- o =1! ho.'

' n o i * «> b t" p rl P ro bop V1 ,• r ' I-1 r' o O 1* ^ 'Op o d h>vp f (v*- a p t r ' r q a i

T{ ^ r 1 M p 1 V off q p p m q to P h i p 1r rb.<irjt|i nn n q v ri' f n a -J c- +“ h p

qpplrpqmpr f nr S p p a !<• aq chp PoVlOpq hor qp a a p' q pKTn o o q 1 +• ? o n 

T,]F i 1 a f- n ' 1r i* p «> t- r> H ’ 1 ir J p p 1" ■ ’* T h p a a F f)f f i rl*’ OP 7 c vo^1' ? -* h p

t* b p -n a a p F ^ p a of d p p p o P i p T , M r a Q 1 M a. 1 V o F F on^nionf o f b a p a +- '-ho 

b P o r f pf" M i - >' « p f S ?! a a V * c a p q F b P P ■> P 1“ h p r p 1 i p q ^bp r? p t- i p r? M f- Y, o »-

a a P -i q doooof i nn , <a ^iprprno ^ : o f i q n ” r F (?! 1 _ Poop fb i n b q

a •; F FrOflt b' p" p c; •> « o o- p t- o fbof "Vprhi pipr •>* c r q p p 1.- p p m o ^ F r> r

t" b P P^|lOv’ T? P * P f* F y - p r j H r F 1 1 ybo v* p'jjq rl P p t" b p q ” p f’t* p F
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j- r.s f- 11 ] 1 p v m p p t" n p o v o 7- 1 d f* o " r fS ^ A p p o ^ H d p O o V'.1 o • S ’’1p ^ *r A q P

f! n t- b o 1 ■< r tTnvp] i Cf- ^ o o 1 q t-lvit- " rl p 0 f h 1 q P O t P F P 0 T* f V- ̂ P P d

SOiipi-’ mnc h 1 m i 1 i p f ‘ n r> p n r? n p 1 p f 11 1 And hnt; p H p o- d n p 1 p o- . " [ ^ 1

Thp n^rncp '■Rpmpm'hp'r t- h r\ 1" you rl 1 p f prV)°<= +*b r n<* <yh

+-1-< o -o 0 v n 1 I-? p- p r p f” r ̂  ‘ r rr f'' n c; p r 7 p q of p p i codoc, p p p i •*-> y r v --

1 -i p If- ^ -1 tj i t- V> n 1 o j- p p r| c”hn1 r^ v p *- v p ] p v o n 1 y 1p v ^ -n p rV c o p q !~ n

ppof nro y- V p p p n (-j p r ' c pPpppPtr>n_

Sh 0 t .n k pc; 11c * 0 Mgnd T : > *1 <» M p d i o a 1 Ward Tvh pro • ■> r P

d n 1“ ” od v O or1 +- p k |,1 p ] TT P 0 Id 1 ,n d i p 0 00] 1 p f- 7 V P 1 V V T7 0 V P O th 0

n r :1 r n ] P e 1 P P 1 nd 1 ri g Jp.qn Tn v 1 nr. fnrmpy1y no ninnni 0n - A n i d 1~ 0

rh p p m 7 0 p , Sh 0 7 c: p f- 7 ty 11 n p 0 f d i <">:n 7 t* v and f 0 r ti 111 d p t h 7' O 11 <■>; f op r

th p hook, .7 p p p had h r* 1- ')••*•• o p r a t h O ] ip n 0 P V P T V *' i ” •= t t n r 1 0 p n O

oh 0 -v, T on" r A /, i \ 1 kli ri 11 iv't 0, h o 0 Q '►•'OOP t V n H p 0 0 V* 0 p ^ ^ ^ 1 1 c h O ■*’ —

C <r > 1 4- c I-1 0 d Q 7~» V* O t ~ 7 r1 p ^ TJ 7 -f- "V* 71 ^ O TA P "rfiPtnofll'D m O ♦' i" by th p on COO

p n rr> ’ P 0- 1 P t • 0 hot T.7 0 r r] , Vh pr I P f 1" i p t p 1 1 q bnr n f t" }l n to Vi 0 P 0 ra 1 1 c

Tp v! nr r pn | i pc • "Tn t-iT \r bp 1 i pf thp a rfboi" 0 "F f Vv p p non 7rpi0it q

t- 0 1 p 0h on r 0 a 1 1 O, d p "H 0 n t~ "h f"' • if* c; 0 1 -f O cj y op O t i> Ft- 0 r 7 >• T f

v 011 don't r p IP p rn h p p n n p fh , 17 p p t- 1i r prri 1 nd *= V011 to do <1 0 . " r hs 1

Hn v i p p SPfllt-i p -I r? r» rl *“ "h 0 d v i n. p c; 1 -j 0 r !r poo p on t ri mn 1 4 _

p P to thp* p 0 V P 1 1,’it h Vi p r* nciio 1 mnn 1 r» rr I'born do V f 0 0 7- 0 0 i 1

h t *'* p |p v 0 r. i->t 11 y d r■■ •>■• d p f- V» f\ noVA ^ T J V> 7 o’-i 7' IS n-' 1 C: ^ ••1 0 f P >' 7* kin t" I7 O

P n d ,

Cod f T* n \ r and nfiprni on y* avo had A Y f f -a 11 -'I r d 1~ p 1 n f f n 1 r q d tn

f-V- 0 t> P R t . \f P V> iCt i Pott t o; v r> u , m n n t : nand in thp Tv i 1 1 of h nr "1 a t n

? P



p m p ' O V P

f!r\rl -P •>-' p \T

bj,<i vrip r

p o rn c;

• T ■? c; p r -r o o fa p hi a - • fa rn p i 1 c Hndf >rv nvpi b 1 q q f f o i r tj i ft

t T i e p n c p 1 T* P P fay tin r f i pH t- n M.q^^bpw 0 ' P r 1 p ^ \j b p p b p

r M P Tpof t-h o n y* J f ’ p p n rl t~ b o p b p r? tbr q f f q r TP ■* ft

r ' b r ■! (~i P o +~ ■? i i i •> V TO C- tf oh f-b o rq o i"1 f o 1 10 n f ■? n p *■ p P A 1 n o'

c o o j o 1 o r ; f q nr] f f"’ n f 1 o v n i" n -F T o 0-0 TyvP'. ♦- f 1-1

H- P bpTlpf 1 On p r ■v7' of Tjin ' c; T ,T 1 1 1 , P, n f b i S dpath snip r' m p

■ o V n q f oT' hi’ r n H p fa O T- M O fa O 1 wbo i o t o ri t c fbn idbo1 p 'mon O f

T n f fa p m t fa o t- nf q 1 1 +- b i q , P p m p T p t t i p -J c bo ttPtpd b o

>v n rnhhpi" rbri 1-0 p P P 1-' c info bpr bon^P r\ r H whpo Hop th

p f- -i P -i c nptvPPP r pH r v p -n at c 11 p h t i m o c S n a r k does n p 1“

, V n ^ ti ' i n-! P 11 f Q o x.p fa p to rl p q tb ppiripc t" o t n ii to c. vqqr t- b p t*

f * n of f b n b n n fa c; o •£ *0 o* n f 11 o’ i" o 1 f 1-* ■? n P fbn T J •? h ■•- v b»1 ’ T H P 71

' t- c p v v o m tj P v o n ' r f p P! o 11 q 1 V f O -rq or! 11

M p m p p t o Mnhi ' c: o f n p iq1 qqppob 1S ^ p 1 1 vorpfi b» v T \r

t-r P f i* ■»■ q t O P 11 s n p O <- Death as the op bpr ;

if - h id >" v 1 1 f p O V P ■»•* p o-q i r T p b o 11 1 H o -r rn t b p

hr hi +* nf ri o- h - 1 y p nmoo C i 11 o- rtiycp1 f to tboimbfc

of r) o r *- V> . T o on l fa >i n p t* -• q n . n p o t~ tj p r p i~ b p v p m p m --

hr p n P P O "1 P o t- h T 1-, 0 0 c on nflnr y r- 7 o f ' t-1 p Tjb * b

CO i n f p n r* * f i P Q 1 J -P "P rn ■Ti f Vi T 7 b TO ■* o •*0 'v' r' t~’ b o n

ov o-ht not f o r a V p O to p to\cii rnr i c p T i- cq b n 11 1 rl bn

pp - r nf r h p fiP i ptiip o r P n p v of 1 1 f p. u rfifii

of r> c P C 11 f n p m p qiio-opc f c p roripeti nT n' th He n *- l"1 - q n

fa P f P P 1“ 1 V P . Tip i c; n c- 1^ n rl to C o 1 V 11° p r>i 0’ C: f n >- O’- n b f b n

nhono p p 1 1 c; brf t-hp cm"! iit-1! nr hp n f f p r q rl p p <= not* qpt*’ flip

p h°vprtprf: tj b o h. n vp n c; c; p m fa 1 •,'1 ri n bppr t tv.p pf f ppripr

" n Qnj t*p n ’F pi"! b p ’■n t '** v 1" I"1 — p p ro p 1 n v i t- v ^nd f fa p 

\,i 11 p Vi n o -r v p r1 no f fa n n p y n 1 C p r 1 - o ddc, fa o 1 * f f- 1 n r? p •• o
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fonpbpq -- fn 7- j r> q f O P f O t* b p p 0 nk-h p O' p i 0 H 1J P 1 w i f-b TO ,R 7 7r 1 n. cr

c* t- 7 p|rq Vi p f V7 P P P C ii y T ppf ;"1 r> H +* b 0 nl d O 0 O t Poo P 7/ M f* T> T* p r i T1 O' ‘ t"h p

r> 0 i p-n p n f h 11 ip 0 u r pf 1" Vi p b par 1 p 0- p ids 0 -F f f| P p R t- 1 pats n t t h 0 M p ii H

J. P n o- W p rd (l

qpp^V n pvp r 77 p 0 1 QP V q bp r m ,q i fl fhpilip 0 7 d n o- p r o d f b p
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1 p P t* H : *Y> <7 »> 77 ' P

f- h * o

|l p -r

n r> H** p i*n p 1 p v t Tt o^ Vi f* 7" p p 1 ri +- p

nip^ f p t- i r »'■ c n’m f- i o q ropf i H i ^n-1 v 1177 o r> T> p p -f-1*> f- b p f ’ rc t- n F f "h

fp.’ir T fiqf b 1 n o- 2; t~ O hp p vPr T^rn. 0rnb)0'T(rir11. *’
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p n 0 n v tti 0 n <5 t7 b 0 n p O P 7 1 q 17 p P V p H n V 77 p rn i r H p 77 H t~ b p r* P ;7 H P T"* G P. n p
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