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Tuwentieth century America and her problems are
“handled by all the contemporary uriters. Pifferent sections
of Bmerican society are reflected in the works of the
authﬁrs bred by those particular sections. Especially

the conditions they live in, their mentality and

ambitions have'ﬁa;n the constant themss of thess authors.
And above all the institution of marriage and its failur;
has Been much discusssd. This particular thems has been
‘the most used and abused theme in Céntemporary Literature.
The institution of marriage has undergone major changss

in the present century. After the Second.World War thes
socirety in éeneral cﬁénged its face. Technological advafice
,and the film culture played a prominent rols alopguith

new concepts of. the modern world, in changing the outlook
of_the socisty, Psychuanalysts bescame important in the

new system of the changing society.Nsw ideas about free
living and sexual pleasurs made man unsatisfied with his
traditional concepts of sexual plsasurs so hé tried to
geek it by the other ways. The New woman too was changed.
She too had hsr concepfs of an ideal man as upll as an
1deal feminine self. A kind of unrest reigned in this
socisty. The rich could afford the luxuries of the sexual

revolution. With poors it was unthinkable. 3g only the
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middle class remained who could not afford the paradise
and also could not keep aside the thought of it. Uhat
characterized this middle class,uwhich is of course at
the centre of Updike's fiction,is the tension bstuween

a drive for this "sexual paradise” and at the same time
an inabilify to reach it because of its -elatednass to
traditional gthical codss of bghaviour. As a result
transgression of these itraditional codes is accompanied
by guilt., The writers of this period trigd to catch
the reflectiaon of this dilemna in their works. It is

not only a study of the do&estic life but also am in
depth analysis of the Amgrican middle class society.
The mind and background of the psople, their anxisties
and the reasons bghind it, the social sstting and its
implications . have to bse gtudiad in this respect.The
scientific and technological advancement that has brought
leisure, abundence alongmlth new social problams and
the current thought patterns like Exlstentlallsm and
Marxism ,that have evolvaed neu lifs styles and in a

way have challenged the 'traditional institutions like

marriage have to be given due regard in this connection,

That is vhat makes John Updike the "poet Jaursate"

of the domestic life in America.



11
Most of what John Updike has uwritten is devoted to
the domestic life‘of Ameriea. His characters try to run

away from the institution of marriage. Rabbit Angstrom

in Rabbit,Run, Jerry in Marry Me ,Tom Marshfield in the

novel A Month of Sundays or the Maples in Too Far to Go

are weary of.their marriageﬂllt is the same pain in his
most of works. Only the names and the situations differ

but it is the same suburban middle qléss man running
away from marriage.iﬁhasefcharactars are. testless,

_unsatisfied and frustrated in their partnsrs and the

marriage itsglf. Thay know the importance.of the marriagas.

¢ A -

Being middle class p;opleAthey'knob' that the separation
would affect their:dhildren badly andlthat gbéing away
from home would not ﬁake them happy still thay run away.
They aré’brought baék. Rabbit or his uiF; Janice or Joan
‘and Richard Maple are brought back by their friends or

- parents who act as mediaries. Somgtimes it‘ig_their
conscious uhich gets them back to their homes. Still

the urge of running away remains.

A middle class suburban man with a good background
and his family forms the typical Updiks character.Most

of them ars well séttled but ‘a few of them are jobless.

20



Their wives too are oedinary average women. They ars
broﬁght up in pure Catholic traditions with ths customary’
church going and reading ef Bible. The mamoriss of thase
days are alugys Fgésh in thei; mindé. Houwever uhen they
have ”ﬁﬁildren thg'picture changes. The ysars tﬁey have
spent happlly‘toggthar become, a happy'past to muse Over.
The husband becomes borasd and ha Pinds it difficult to
spend his time happily‘uith his wifs. ATguments lead to
quarrels and_thhs the happinéss.is.ghgtta?ed. Their
children have to be unuilling uitnesses to tHe sad drama
that follows. It affects their lives badly, ﬁhis is the

core of Updike's short stories.
IIT

There are extra~-marital affairs. Thelmgle,is Qrominsnt
-in establishing these affairsl.Sqmaﬁiqas ?he;fgmale
partners too have extra-marital %Ffaiﬁs; whensver thess
char acters in Updike's F?ction-?éel; dnhapgy, Fhay try
to find uajs to happines;.They seek it from their ba%oveds
Not that they become satis%ied thars. Some of them reglly

become blissful and some become urhappier than before.

Richard Maple in Too Far to Go,a collgction of Maples

storiss has extra~marital relations with many other women,
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He is also having a "red herring" that is in Joan's
uords?‘one with vhom he is not having relations atpresent
but wi1ll have sometime in future.” Jerry in "arry e
~adores his blond mistress Sally._Hg ig 0 ohsegqed with

her that he uwishes to dis with her.'ﬂeyerend Tom

ffarghfield in A_Montﬁ_of Sunda9s has“ngUal ralapions
with many women. Nlicia“is the other u@mgn‘h; adores

very much. It is she who makes him baliBVB that his body
is beautiful. Rabbit or Harry Angstrom of the "Rabblt
trilogy" runs away From his home and lives u1th hls

mlstress,a seml—prostltyte. And whenaver he runs auay
~ b - .', T3 . Wt . .

: i - .
from home, he ﬁiﬁds1shélter§aifhers.

b
b

-. . "

“Snowlng in Greanulch Mlllags" (The Sams Door) shous

Richard bored u1th u1fs Joan and attractsdito hls old

i ' ' " '

acqualntance Hebecca. Ha Flghts back the strong sexual
}

impulse. The nameless hsro of tha story "Imcest"( igson

Feathers)recalls an’ 1n01dent From the pastuuhen he had.
. ! x ,} ' v
engaged himself in’ 4 mlld affalr ulth some stranger. It
- P I
gives him a sort of. pleasure.ln"The Pérslstence'of Deslra"

(Pigeon Feathers) clyde spots his old 'love at a dentist’s.

Both of them are marfriesd but the sight of her evokes the
old feelings.They are unable to'resist these feelings

and they ask sach other whether they are happy with their

1 3
'
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respective paftners. In"The Rescue" (The Music School)

Caroling is sure that her husband is sleeping uwith sdme

<

other woman.""Solitaire'" a story from Musgums and Women

tells about a man brroding over the bodies of his wife )

and.mistress. The man admits that his mistréss's-body is

more beautiful and gives him more pleasurs. Ted Turher in
) . . - r !

"An Orphansd Swimming Pool"(Museums’ and mohen)brings

another woman to the podl and still fz‘ears that somebody

would tell his wife about it. PEthiopia" (Problems and

Other Stories) tells about an American couple visiting

Ababa. The man.dreams of having seanl relatlon with
|

a black woman uhlle the woman dreams’ of havlng se§ual

relat tans ml&h ‘black me Ny It shous that both of them

~ |

are longlng For extra-marital relatlons and that they -

l { ! ,f N
are sexually unsatisfied with each lother:
1 IU *

uhy do the characters in Updlke 5 Flct;on Tun avay
) T
from homes° uhy do marrlages in Updlke s'ﬁlctlon Fail?

One DF the foremost rsasons 13 ancmpatlbllrty both
intellectual and emotionals The ulfe qgeg'no@ fgeliag
the husband doss. Thair outlook also differs.When such

thing happens they become total strangers. The gap batuween

~
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them widens. The men's ‘world is differsnt. They have

fixed notions about an ideal woman. Differences in
opinions lead thsm to find thesz ideals in the other

women ,not in their wives,

Tom Marshfield's wifs Jane is the daughter of a
professor of ethics. She always thinks in terms of
morality. Tom uishes to think in terms of physical

standards.The novel A Month of Suﬁﬂays_shqus this vide

gap betuween them, and its devastaﬁﬁng effgct on Tom.
Tom wants his woman to be sexua%lyiéggreséﬁve and !
unfortunately Jane is An? like that. Thié,cau§9s a
sexual incompatibility and F;UStrét%gnaﬁn Tom, Jang is
' brought up in an atmosﬁhe;e in which ethics have taught
her‘disciplines and Toﬁ'does no@ want it. He ravolts
against the Cathalic iéeap about sin. Alicia Cricks is
the other woman in uhom he finds a wild animal, he is
looking for. Shé islsskgqlly_agggqgéivB and does not
regard adultry as a sin. It is-ths dqunfall of Tom as

a priest but he is happy because '‘Alicia givés_him
sensual pleasurs and makes him'héiisve that his body
is_beautifgl and thers,is nothing ugly and sinful in
lovemaking. Tom describes Alicia as one uho tthinks

with her cunt” and one uho is "in bed a revelation."

Tom's way of ﬁhinking matches %ith Alicia, not Janas.

f
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Tom's way 1s down to sarth wvhile Jane thirks in terms
of high morals. This difference makes Tom turn to other

woman.

Jerry in Marry Me is totally differgnt from his wife

Ruth who is motherly and protective touards'hih. He finds

-
h

his ideal woman in Sally uho leavas her childrénrén‘beach

and tushes to see him. She is all ambivalent saxkﬂe?ry'é
o
hunger for love is satisfisd by;this sexually aggfeséive’

woman. He too seems to be*sexually unsatlsfled with hi § }
v

I X 1]

protective uife.He is lOVed by bcth his!'uife and hls !; Fad
h LI

mistress and the resubt is sexual calam1t¢ The sexual BT

incompatibility makes 'all the thrsevcha£aqtars unhgppy. :g
! f ) 1:
Rabbit or Harry ﬁngstrom thﬁnks thﬂt hls ulfe 13 '

3 ’ ¥
"dumb" and "really stupid” .'He $1nds her,unattractlve .

f [

and sexless. This is the beglnnlng uhlch eventually
! N

mekes him tun away.Than he takes shedter at a seml—

prostituts. She is able to satlny Hlm at least physically.

He finds solace at hers uhaneveé he runs away from home.
. v \ IN
Rabbit,Run dgpictS'Wabbit’é'sidg. Updike has showed evsn

. | ! . .
his wife's side ‘in Wabbit Reduxl Janice is restless in

this novel. She is'no longer thé. gloomy st ay~at—~home
type. While Rabbit sticks to hls job and tries to make
more money, Janice finds life dull and utinteresting.

1 |
It is now her turn to run away 'and she does run away.
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Lonely Rabbit takes an 17 yea-s old runaway girl,bescomes
her lover and father. The sexual incompatibility thus

breakes the family.It makes the characters difficult and

kills the happiness.

In "Solitaire" (Museums and Women) the man playing

golitaire is not satisfied with his uiée. When he compares
the bodies of his wife and mistress,he acmits that it is
his mistress's body that pleasas him more, appsals him

more. Richard and Joan Maple arelmilss apart from esach
other in character. Joan is enjoying her succéss while
Richard is jobless. Both of them ars not happy and ars
having extra,marital affairs. They know that it is af?etigg

their children still they are unfaithful to each other. i

Their marital drama is portrayed in Too Far to Go and

also in other collections of Updike. The differsncss

lgad to argument and suspicion like:

MJjg weran't doing the tuist. Ue uwere glidind

around very chastly to 'Hits of the Forties'iAnd
don't think I was so oblivious I didn't see you
snoégling behind the piano with Harry Saxon."
Mje wersn't behind the piano,we were on the
band.And he was talking to me because he felt
sorry for me,everybody there felt sorry for ne.
You could have at least let somebody else dance

once with Marlene ,if only for shou" 1

This dialogus from "Giving Blood" (The Music School)

shouws that both of them are having affairs and are doubtful
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of each othsr. The sarcastic note indicatas that they
do not believe each other. They thirk differently and
as thers is a lot of misunderstanding and suspicion,it

can cause grief and separation,
v

The characters in Updike s fiction get bored with
their marriage partners and this borsdom is shown in
many situations, It shous the depth of iraginetion in
Updike in catching the exact momants.Aftsr spending years
together and sharing joyous moments these .charactesrs find
it difficult to tolsrate ths company of their marriage

partners.

"jalter Briggs"(Pigeon Fsathers) begins with Jack's
chat with his baby daughter and then bscomes a dialogue
between Jack and his wife. The way they talk revsal that
they are tense and they are trying to seek happiness from

the heppy past. It is their futile attempt to stick tooathar:

'....but she moved amnong the trsasurss so rnuickly
and gave them so generously,he had to laugh at
each new face and scens offsrad him,bscause thess
were memories they had collectsd together and

he was happy that they had discovered such a

game for the car when hs thoucht that there

were no more games for them. z

This paragraph shouws hou tense the couple is. 'He

had to laugh',the natural laughter was no more there.
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They are so fed up with each other that 'there ars no m
mors games for them'. Only the game of rémembaring the
names from the past uhere he had to laugh.The tension
shous pesak of boredom. Soon this tension would sever the
bond between them. Soon they ‘would get tired of this gams
"too and it would bs the aﬁd of éheir marital bliss. The

prestage of the tragedy is indicated in 'he had to lauch’.

In "Should Wizard Hit Mommy?"(Pigeon Feathmrs)there

is no dirget hint of the tension betuweer the coupls.
Qutwardly it is a simple story told by & father to his
daughter, but £here arg suggestions. The wifa thirks 'that
was a long story'. The uwife's actions indicate that she
is irrvitated. The voice of moving heavy things uwhen har
husband is telling the story indicates her annoyance.

And the final paragraph of the story sayst

t,..and with utter uweariness uatched his uwife
laéour.Tge wooduwork,a cags of mouldings and
baseboafds around them,uwas half old tan and
half nsw ivory and he felt caught in an ugly
middle position and though he as uwell felt his
wife's presance in the cage with him,hs did not
uant~to speak with her,uérk with her,toebh her

anything. 3

The wife is working and annoyed and he does not
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not go to help her. He only watches her wearily. He
thinks that both of them are put in one cage buﬁ are
strangers so he does.not 'want to spsak with her,touch
her anuthipq'; Updike .has wovsn the story very skillfully
so that thg reader finally realizes that the real
guestion is not'should wizard hit mommy?'but !should

Jack hit Clare?" -

The pragmatic woman who does not ‘appreciate her
husband’s poetic moods appears in "The. Crow in thé Woods™"

(Pigeon Feathers) The gap betusen the ccuple, the silent

building of the tension is shown through a small incidant.
Again there is no direct mentioning but it has been left
to the readers to decids. The boredom of the husband is
conveyed through, sentences like "came the wife and mother,
camg ugapped through blue cocoon that made her body
shapeless,her face ghite'.The husband is a qéture-}ouing
man but his moodsygre not shared by his uvife. Rapt in )
gnjoying a scene he is moved by seeing a crow %n the woods.
He calls his wife but absorbed as she is in worldly things

she tells him prosaically to ‘eat his egg'. It is clegar

that these tuwo will not be togethsr for long.

"My Love Has Dirty Fingernails"(The Music, School)tells ~
about a woman's complaint. In'all other matters her lover

is just fine but a small thingirritates hesr. Her love

4
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has dirty fingsrnaile. She is so disturbed that she visits
her analyst and uhile talking with him,thke very thought of

the. irritating fingernails makes her ueary:

The air conditioner flooded her silence with
its. constant zsalous syllable.Time was pouring
through her and she. uas uasﬁiné hsr session.
Sarcastic remarks also show the rangs 0% boredom.
Updike has a special gift for such santsqresﬁ‘fhe tone
ig an indicator that the marriage is in grave Hanaer.A

dialogue from "Ace in the Hole™ The Same Doérzshous:

509 said"My neme was 1in the papers:todgy"

"They spell it righé?"'She shoved the paper dsep
into the basket with her feet.There was no doubt
sha knew about Friedman."Thay called me Frad."
"Isntt that your name?Uhaﬁ is your name anyuway?

Hero J.Gresat?t

The sarcastic tone of Ace's wife tellsmany things. The

cargless happy-go-~lucky Ace and his working wife ars

having tough time.The shoving of paper into the basket

shows that she has lost her interest in her husband's

sports activities and that she is fed up with his egoistic

thoughts so she asks"What is your name anywuvay?Hero J,Great?"
Exactly opposite is the situation in "The Kid's Whistling"

(The Same Door).In "Ace in the Hole" the wife is wamry as
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?he husband is qot working but in this stery the wife is
wsary because her hugband is overworking. She is lonél&
becausg of her husband's obsession with monay and work.,

She kpous that gha‘hag to #olarata this poredom bacause

thers is no other way. 56 when she has to take leave

of her husband:

"Here let me walk you out." T
"Oh no." She lifted a long pals sercastic palm.
"Don’t let me disturb you. Time and a half you knou,
I can Flounder out on my oun." 6

1
1

) _Her_bo?edow,hopalassngsg are clearly reflscted in

these sentences. She has to be along. In accepting that
her state of mind is obvious.
VI

Updike's characters raspebt thedinstiiution of marriage
They strive to keep it safe and sound but theylseem to be
helpless against the mad deere Uhlch drlUBS thom away
from home. Thgy_haVa no contro% over it. Ip fact they are -
helpless and innocant victimsloﬁ some tuist of Fate.Honestly

+ ]

they uant eVerybody to ba happyl Thara 1s no splrlt of

vengeance in Updike's ﬁlctlomﬂ:JUSt evarydqy dpama._His

fiction depict happening in ény middle - tlass house. Naothing
villianious is Fﬁuﬁd in pdlke s F:ctlon. If anybody is
villians there,it is the character 1tsalf. Nobody slse is
driving them at 1§: the charaqt?rg arg ,sorry for the state

of affairs. A senss of gullt is‘observed in his fiction.



Updike does not uant~t9 justify their mistakes so he
catches the momants when they are Feeliﬁg guilty. This
makes his chaqacters vary humane and his portrayaié very
touching.These fallibls and vulnerable adults receive
sympathy from the readers for their miserability and
their striving to stick together. .

Rabbi@lor Hargx‘ﬁngstrom; who is on @ha run comgg
home uhenever he Feals guilty. When a Protestant minister
tells him of his dutles as a human being and as a husband
he returns to hlS wlfe. When he lzarng of hls baby's
death he feels boqnq @o be returnlng'on his run. He is
s very difficult character, who feels the ties but wants
to run avay from them.yhen he learns that his mistress
is pregnant he is in dilemna.Hs Feeis that he should not
lgave her at that s?gge.There'are mgny,sueh instances
when ha-Fegls guilty;‘This guilty-cénscioésness makes

him hasitate before tsking any hasty decision.

In Rabbit Redux,Rabbit's wife ?anica, who has run

away from home with her lover returns home afterwvards.

She too feels quilty in daseptihg her family.

t

A Month of Sundays is a confession of a New England
i

minister. While referring to his debert retreat, he
addressmag his confession to the manager Mrs. Prynne.

He observes her bshaviour towards Hhe drunken Indians



and feels that ’love.ig npt an e~Totion, an assertion
putting out but a transéétiop a compliant moving through.'
His juatificatioq.gfwhis affair with Alicia Crick, is a
poor attempt to conceal his guilt in not bei ng faithful

to his wife and church.(His wife uho thirks only in terms

of morality represents the church.)

Too Far to Go a collegction of Maples stories sgrﬁas

P’

as a good exampls of Updike's skill in portraying man-

woman ?elgti?nghég,qUPgike éays in~h§s forward that it is

a story of‘"daqlin;%and fall of Mggriaggf? How ths marriage
‘'ends is not ideal but uhat they feel about sach other,hou
they_sﬁyivg ﬁo keep the marriags in order makes a good
reading.There_are many gtorieg in uhich the miserable

char acters fee}_spggy for each other. "Giving Blooq_"(Ths
Music School) tellé‘about th;'qqup;g , who after giving
blood feel differsitly abog€ one another. Richard uho is
trying tu‘recopcilé.uith his wife in the story "Wife Wooing"

(Pigeon Feathers ) talks about Nixon and admits his guilt

in the words;:"Honey,Hiss qu'gg%lty.Uezare all guilty

ol
- - . ) - ‘
conceived in concupiscence,ws. die unrepentant.’

And uhile discussing "The Red Herring Theory" the
Maples come acrqsé theiF-sofiy state of aﬁfé@gs_a&d are
almost in tears,Tha.Naples:are vary chh §tric§snﬁuith
the sense of gu%}t:In gpite.bf thelr axt;a—maritgl affairs

"and their not being faithful to sach othsr, their conscious
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pricks them. That is uhy they try to stick together.

A timg of separation in "Sepafat%qn" ma<ss them auware

of the loss they are causing to each other.Their moods,
remarks show that they love each_othgr and some blind
force prombrent in Updike's f;gtiqn carrigs_ theﬁ away
from each other.chaUse Dfpghe;r vulngrability, their
attempts to make each other happy the Maples Eécamh‘very
very popular uhen the storigs wers turnad inte a play
for a TV.sarial., i |

1
¥

Ted Turner in "The Orphanad Smimming'poél"

(Musgums and Ucmén)_is not hiappy in turning away from

his wife. It is another sad t%le.'whep he takss 'some

other woman to the gufmming”po%},he fears that ﬁt would

be known to his wife as otﬁgr poménnhays sesn themi%his

fear is born out of tEe sense of éuil?tlt also ghéué

that thess characters of_Pﬁgike are justlplain drdinary

guys. Thay are not Sad pegpie.‘fhgy‘gre squéys of

plsagure in these affairs. It is their gt?empt to h%de ’Z
their pains and pretend that they are hggpy.This element

is prominently present in Updike‘sifiction.

- - - R

The most touching story 9ppeg%s ip_Pﬁébiémé'anB'Uthgr

Stories, entitled "Domastié'gifa imﬁﬂmggica". Fraser in
this story is divorced., He visits his wife Joan, uho has
gotten the whole houss by decres. Then hg finds that she

is still in love with him and that she is unhappy wiyhout



him. This moves hime They have separatsd but the love
is still therst Updike'!s typical characters can't live
together and yet miss sach other after separatién. Thay

are difficult to understand. In "Guilt Gems" (Problems

and Other Storieé)_an aged Qiuogcee—feels gpil?y in
rgining_hisafami}y. He plamqs himself but now it is
too lats. Nothing can be restorved_at that stage. But
de;kg resgec?s this gquilty~consciousness so he calls

it guilt -gems.

LN

"The Doctor's Wife"(Pigeon Feéthers) is jealous of
. the happiness of—tha visiting cnupfe to the island,whers
she is the reigning queeﬁ. The couple is habpy: They have
come to the’island becauss fhey cannot afford any other
place. fhe Doctor's uwife spreads poison in.the husband!'$

mind. She nearly succeeds in doing what she desiras to.

-~ .--\—1"; ’

8% &N ruins ‘their happi ness buk twenlquigaﬁéfspecial
sanse of éuilﬁ prevails; - : \
'Abruptly He felt guilty-in relation to his wife.
He had betrayed her. His seriousness had been’
unuorthy of_he;.’gﬁ. - o ] o
The husband feels t;at he was rude and unkind towards
his wife. In listening to the ‘Doctor's Wife', he had
betrayed her,had been unloyal £6 her. And when this senss
of guilt prevails it becomes clear that the marriags would

be savsd.
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It can be concluded from thase axamplas-that Updike's
characters .feal guilty in having failed as husband oruife
or as father. Sometimes this quilt is associated with

naturet There 1s a story in The Music School antitled

"Leaves" in which a husband uhose wife has left him,is
é@syfin brooding over the falling lesaves in solitary
mood:

I am upheld in a serené and burniﬁg universe

of leavas.'et Something plucks me back, returns
me to that..inner darkness wheve guilt is the suns ¥

leaves remind him'that his wife-has:left-him. Tt also
relieves soms of his tension to enjoy the fa%;iné leavas.
The sunlight pagping through the leaVBSIQEDUQQS.hiS
guilty-gonscioushess. It arouses the hope that things can
. - - : R Bt T P

be restored, he will bs reconcilled with his wifeif this
1 ' ] s

feseling of éuilt pﬁ;sists.“Tha Hermit" {Iﬁé;gqgic School)
has bsen totally q%success?ﬁi in his life bu£ oneness .
with nature uipes out the desparation in him and teaches
him that life is worth living. He enjoys 'a naw kind of
life, a'neu.equri%pcs'in which ?here is no shame,no guilt

in the company of 'nature.
b | .

In "Tyin Beds'in Rome"(The Music Schmol) the Maples

.- -~ 1 I ;, - A ! . + 1 - -
on the verge of separation get lost in the old and beautiful

buildings of Roms. .Thei'bsauty and style of the ancient

. o
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buildings enchants them and thean emerges the feeling of
of guilt typical in Updike s Fictions '

‘At.one point she turned at him and said, "Darley,
I know what was wrong with us.I'm classic and you
are baroque . @

This new understanding makes them happy sgain.They {
118 anding makes sgain.they
-

grow reluctant to leave each other.And this is yhat

- L L] - - ."ﬁ -
happens time and again in Updika's fictions.Hig characte-s
repent, reconcile’ and lsave sach other to unite oncs more

and Pinally depart for good. '

VII

L4

Updike's notions of man-uoman rglationship go a bit
ahead in his riovel Couples(1971).This novel differs from
his other works. The setting is the same with the same -~
middle class characters but' thers is a boidpesa in this
novel. Thers ara sxtra—marita} affairs born.out of sexual
frustration,boredoﬁ and différqanS in tgmp?ramgnts.lLt
is concerned about the efforts of a n&@ber qf couplas in
Contemporary-Nay England to creats a ’clabdestine erotic *

Utopia', It is a serious novel uwhich exploits extensively

the matter traditionally reserved for pornography.
- 1 \ ‘ !

fpplebys and Smiﬁhg dguelhp the protocol of wife

o | A ’

swapping and gain the corporate t%#la"ﬂgples"%?hs.The
couples attempt to improviss a free way of life,It is

a revolt against the existing moral code of the society.
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Adultery opens the way to srotic delight which is far from
being selfish or brufalizing.For in changing partners the

aging couplgs achieve' an awavengss of their beauty:

Harold belisved that- beauty was what happsned
be%heen péﬁple,ués in a sensg the trace of what
had happened so he in truth fbund her,though
minutely creased and puckered, and sagging,more
be.autiful than the unused girl,whoss ruing she
thought of herself as inhébiting.Such generosity
of perception returned upén hérself,as sha lay
with Janet,lost in praise.Harold felt as if a
glowing tumor of eternal life were consuming

the cells of his morbality.‘g

At the end of the novel the congregational church in
the touwn is destroyed by lightning and the couples feel
that they are being punished for their counter-ethical valuss.
The quilt is felt.Foxy,in this novel fails to’ tske contraceptive
and becomes pregnant by Piet.Thess two are baﬁished by their
spousaes 8Nd (gl1d shouldered by the:other couples ,for making
the clandestine cult scandalously public.Only after ths
wrath of God on an empty church an; after their temporary
purgatory of separation and exile ,ara they allouwed to

marry and settle elssuhsre.,



39

So although the plot is different the conclusion is
tha sames Thouéh Updiked=sals yith counter ethical values
in this novel, he pays attention to the Fact that the
institution of marriage is not to be sasily broken off.
His basic theme happens to ba.man~uqman ra}atiqnghip,
whether. it be leggal or illggal sq.he-has gomp;umisad’by
mgking Riet and Foxy suffer. Hb“élqus #hBWito marry_on}f
after their temporary Purgatory~§f s%parat%gn and eiilé’.
for the unethical things they do.f’ ‘ Lo

VITI !

To sum up uwe get a clear and.dafinate picture 6f the 7,
ol s

domastic 1Efe in America from Updike's fiction. His novels
and short stories deal exclus1ve1y ulth suburban characters.
From their way of thirking they du nat seem toi be much
religious but religion holds an lmpogtant‘élace in their
life. The marriage in Updike's ?{ction‘Pail'gye to many
reasons.. The characters spsnd somes t%me hgpp%iy together
and then the 'downfall' begins. The éharaéierg*in their
mid-forties grow uweary of their marrfage pégtﬁers and just
walk out on them. One of the reascns for thelr walking out
is differsnce in temparaments and llklngsLlIf the husband

is of artlstlc tempsramant, the g;ﬁe happapsﬂto be plain

and dull.Sometimes there is sexual fﬁustr%@ion.ﬂfter having

3 i e
children they find their wives uﬁéttfactiqe-and sexless.
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The uwives cannot satisfy the husbands sexually. Sexual
f;gstration_makes them seqk the plesasure elseyﬁere.In‘
this way the extra~marital relatiops are sstablished.
Thess unhappy cha;acters grou so uaary.of each o@her that
they find it difficult to spend time' in each other's '
company .The boredom'-is reflected in very trivial iatters
too. Being jobless or getting rapt in businedd can cause
havocs in their tén;e family life. Ubdikb's unh appy

char acters t;y to find solace in ;yhg otPer woman' or

'the other man',uho mests their needs ard who happens to

have the same tastes as them.

5till pecuiier is the fact that 'these characters in
Updike's ?iction,.mho cannot kaep their:marriage‘bunds,

respact tha 1nst1tut10n of marrlage, Deﬁplta thelr Fallure
they try to stlck togethar.Dasplts thelr dlfferences and
tussles they reconcile. In thls way of behav1our a sense
of guilt is found. They fesl gu11ty andaashamed of thelr_
behav1our when they extra—marltal relaﬁlons. Then there
is every p0531ble attempt to reFrssh the old bond. Though
the basic idsa is to showu the state of Amgrican:suburban

families through these stories, Updlke sdccaeds in

portraying the most ungsolvable puzzle cé%leq the human

mind. His storiss give the readers a fins version of the

N N |
American male -and female
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While writing on Too Far To Go Paul Thoroux comments:

If there is something seriously missing there
it is Joan"s point of visw.I think any marrisd
woman could quite justifiably accuse Updike of
weighing the argument in favour of Richard, uorse
he seems to want us to sympathize with and understand
Richard,while at the same time pitying Joan.If the
Maples were not being whirled sbout without a
divorce,they would hardly bes worth writing about-
this wouldn't matter,but it strikes me as sfdcial
pleading to omit the other side of. ths stbry.1m-
Now it is true that little is known abqut Joan but the
accusation is not fair,Updike does not deliﬁerately favour
Richard's side,nor doss he neglect Joan.mhaﬁ he dogs is he
puts their beghaviour and affairs before us in which Richard
sgems to be guiltier. It is also true that the author being
male,ha may portray Richard's side more uividlx.Their is
noseelf-pitying or. wound liéking in these sﬁories. Both of
them are auars of their faults but they cannot overcoma tham.

They are helpless in this matter.They maintain extra~marital

affaivs,try to bs happy but are not happy. They ars pltlablg .
The husband,the yife and the innocent chlldren,all of ’

them ars vulnsrabls.Updike wants to show yhat happens when

such gaps occur in the family.

4812
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Talking about women Josephine Hendin thinks that women
are the masculines persuit in Updike's fictions that offer
thefpromise of relief and rebirth'.As an example she points
to Marry Me in which Jarry's appeal comes f&bm his boyish
hope for 'heaven in women'®.And about Men,she thinks that
they are victims of forces which he(Updike) understands but
they do not.When they find women of their dreams thsy

invariably begin to hate them.

Anatole Broyord has another complaint:

While Mr.Updike has become the poet laureate of
domestic life and divorces,the children in his
stories are oddly boring.Psrhaps this is because
they uere born and bred in a world where divorce
is commonplace.11
If only the children are considered it must be admitted
that if they are looked only as children thesy  would appear
dull but as Broyord himself has pointad out it must be
taken into account that thess children are born and brought
up in a world uhere divorce is a common thing.Then only
one can better appreciate Updike's child character.Updikse's
world is divided between the grown-ups and children,but
basically they are all suburban characters.Their ways. of
looking at the world are the sang.lt car bs seen thgt the
elders in Updike's fiction are usually in their mid=-forties
and are guilf-riddan,the wives are motherly,the mistresses

are sexually pouwerful and the children ere vulnerable.
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