CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSTION
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After the SEBrond World Uar a nau gene-ation of
writers emerged to which John Updike bslongs. He wrots
regularly for The New Yorker in which a number of other
American uwriters such as J.D.Salingsr,™ary ﬁcﬂarthy,
Frank 0°'Connor, Saul Bellow,Fudora Welgy and Pousrs
wrote regularly. The New Yorker stories ave chavacterized
by brief reportsrial anscdote and autobiographical
reminiscence. Updike's stories uwere first published in

The Nsu Yorksr,

In novelss and h%s short stories Updike has aluays
tried to portray the cémmon middle~class surburban
sociegty. Olinger a fictional \New England toun rasembles
his native town Shillington. Critics have always praised
his ability in making the toun seem vgal. Frommhis vary
first short story "Friends from Philadelphia" he has bean
dealing vwith the same common man and his problems. The
names are different, the situations differ but it is the
same common man. His characters grow up in suburban
atmosphere and complete the routine education. Thsy have
meagre ambitions and they stick to them. They are not
men of high ambit#ions. Their marriage is usually a happy
one in the beginning. Some years pass happily, they have

children and the picture changss. They get bored with
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spouses. Then there are quarrels.Nothing~rash or sensatinnal
poccurs. There are no curses,no abuses,no cli@actic.séenqs.

It all goes on in a riddle-class sobhisticaééd style and

thers enters a mistress.The mistresses ;n'ppdike's fiction

have always been dominating and saxual}x pouegful.ﬂn the

other hand the uives are prntective“énd motherly touwards

their husbands. There ave no v1111ans like/popular Flvtlons. ( (Z
only this typical trlanglp is Fnund Updike loves +this, ) ‘

triangle through uwhich he shows the middle~class suburhan

man and his socisty. - Co

' On the basis of_ _this thematic study,uhlrh has addrnssed
itself to the thrae major aspects of Updike's storles,namely
his portrayal of a suburban American society,his analysis
of man~woman relationshipin the context of marriage and
family and his explépmation of the world of innogent children
certain tentative conclusions seem to be pugsible; These

conclusions form the core of Updike's fiction.

+
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1) The adults in Updike‘s fiction a-~e usually lonelv.
They a-e at odds with their marriaga partners.Thay are so
-bored that they want to run away.The failure o% their marctiages
have some genuins rgasons. | hay a“é borecom born out‘nf Hheir
differences in opinions ana temperaments and saxual frustration.
A kind of frustration seems to be proninent in these
characters.These charactars are in sasarch of plesasures and

happiness. They uanE fulfillment.Out of this desire ext-a



marital affairs ares born. They saek this pleasure in

the other men or other women. For a time being theay apﬁear
to be happy with their extra-marital affalirs. Thenja samnge
of guilt brings them back to their senses. The guilty-
conscious makes them umhappy. Then they begin to feal

that they have deserted theicv family for no good and that
they should go back.Jometimes this guilt produces unexpesctad
result and the character seems to bealize something very
important which gives him momentary pleasure and fulfillment
The reasons behind their seeking the pleasurgioutside
remains the same. The adults in Updike's fiction often tend
to be reminiscent AF the joyful momants spénﬁ in the past.
They find cherished memories of ‘happiness in thir treasure

of precious moments, . '

These adults in Updike's Ficﬁion ‘are ho%;hapby. Thay
are not unhappy either. Sometlmns they: drau h%ppl%sss
from their miseries. In Updike's words hls gharactnvs
engoy 'the mixed b19331ng of marrlaqe' Happrness and’

unhappiness, love and pain ate blended togetﬂer in thesa

mixed blessing.

2) childhood is the happier period so Updike exploras

it through his child character in his flctlon. Una seas

the complexity of the quurban Amerlca in relatlon to

L !
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to his child characters. Updike s adults often bscome
nostalgic and muse over the chi ldhood axperience. They
find moments of sheer joy and also saeds of many of

their beliefs rooted deeply in that. happy psriod.

Updike's child character is. his attempt to look

" at the world through the innocent eye. ke has tried to

seek the ansuwers for age~old querries of mi: nd through the
child's sye. The questions about God, aftsrlife,churchgoing

arg discussed .at length and a child's answer is soupht

th¥ough theésa stories. It is a delibetateldeéveloped strateqgy
to create a vision of innocence ¥n the midst of a crisis

in contemporary American life.



