ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

My deep sense of gratitude and sincere thanks are to my
guide Dr.C.T.Pawar, M.A.Ph.D.,Department of Geography, Shivaji
University, Kolhapur for his valuable and inspiring guidance in

this work.

I will fail in my duties if I do not express my thanks
to Dr.S.D.Shinde, Professor and Head, Department of Geography,
Shivaji University, Kolhapur and all the teachers in the Deptt.
of Geography, especially Dr.P.W.Deshmukh and Dr.A.D.Mulik, for
their encouragement and constant help, while preparing the

dissertation.

I would like to thank Principal J.G.Khairner and the
management of Vidya Wardhini Sabha's Arts and Commerce College,
Dhule for granting me leave under U,G.C. Faculty Improvement
Programme, I am thankful to Prof.vV.,R.,Phadnis and other teaching
and non teaching staff of V.W.S.College, Dhule for their direct

and indirect help.

I am extremely grateful to the University Grants
Commission, New Delhi for awarding me a Teacher Fellowship for

one year which enabled me to complete this work.

I am also grateful to the Tahasildar offices at different
tahsils, co-operative societies at different tahsils and several
farmers, entreprenurs of agro service centres of this region for

their co-operation.



I would like to record my thanks to Dr.M.P.Dhongade,
Professor & Head, Department of Agricultural Economics,Mahtma
Phule Agricultural University, Rahuri, Shri R.R.Suryawanshi,
Sr.Research Asstt.,Librarian of M.P.A.U. Rahuri and Dhule,
Shri P.V.Mankar, Regional Manager, Maharashtra Agro-Industries
Development Corporation Ltd., Kolhapur, Dr.R.Y.Patil, Agri.
College, Kolhapur, Shri D.M.Patil, President, Kolhapur Dist.
Agro Service Centres Association, Shri D.Y.Mane, President,
Maharashtra Agro Service Centres Association, Bombay,

Shri Vasantrao Mohite, Managing Director, Shetakari Sahakari
Sangh, Kolhapur and Shri D.S.Naik, Deputy Registrar Co-opera-

tive societies, Kolhapur.

My heartiest thanks are also due to my friends Shri B.A.
Nerpagar, Shri S.T,Shete, Shri D.B.Gambhire, Shri T.N.Gholap,
Shri S.R.Javalekar and Junior research fellows and non teaching
staff in the Department of Geography for their useful discussions

during the period of present work.

My thanks are due to Shri R.K.Nikam, who generously gave
his time and produced very neat and clean typing, especially the
geographical format, Shri H.M.Jagtap, for his cartographic work

for this dissertation.

I also owe my sincere debt to my father-in-law Shri H.N.

Bhave and my beloved wife Sou.Prachi who tenderly looked after



everybody at home to let me devotedly pursue the knowledge of
Geography. Last but not least, I must acknowledge the constant

support and encouragement of my parents.

( V. T. Gharpure )

Department of Geography
Vidya Wardhini College,
Dhule (424001).

|<|



