CHAPTER w V

HIS COTEMPORARIES
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In the first half of nineteenth century vhen
Acharys Bal Shasgtri Jambhekar was dusy in his multifaceted
activities in different fields for the advancement of his
Ratives, other such great yworthies also strived hard for
the progress and development of the society in wostern India,
Some of thea were the leading personalities and elders of
that period and much senior to Bal Shastri in vecars and
experience, However they consulted Balshastri in all public
matters, e,J. Jagannath Shankershet, Mahomed Ibrahim ¥uckba,
Framjli Cowasji, Rsmachandra Shastri Janavekar, ! oropant
Dandekar etc, were _the leaders of public life in Bombay then,
Some of tham like 5’333 Mahajsn were inspired by Balshastri
and worked along with him and the persons like Madoba
Pandurang Tarkhadakar were inspired by him but worked indep-
endently and some others who were educated under Bal Shastri
were found bearing the stamp of his teaching and examle
more or less, Dr,Bhau Daji Lad, "ref . Bhav-PattTad, Prof,
Dadadbhai Naoroji, Prof ,Kero Lamanan Chhatre etc, were some of
his such illustrious students,

All these reformers who happened to be Bal ,Shastri's
ocontanporary worked during the smme period for the overall
projress of the soclety in westerm India, Thero was division
in their own ranks regarding the method and spoed of reforms,
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Some were so much carried awey by their zseal that they would
not brook any delay, nor refuse any means by which the
object eould be gained, Others were against sudden and
violent changes and wanted to proceed more cautiously,
Because of this difference, some of them were satisfied with
the kind of reform adwvocated by Bsl Shastri, but there were
a few who were not satisfied and such social woriers followed
their own method and worked independently, But the zeal with
4 which the progressive section in society took up the
various problems asnd launched series of compaims against
emommous odds is truely ramarksble,} All these soctal
reformers carried on their struggle throughout the nineteenth
century at great personasl sacrifice and mot unoften at the
risk of personal safety, Thoujh they differ in their vieﬁs
and methods of social reform, still their efforts helped for

the overall progress of our society,

For an authoritative picture of the life of the
age in which Bal Shastri worked it is essential to know
scme of his contemporary personalities and their contribution
towards the reform movement in Maharashtra, It is not
posgsible here to aive an account of the very large number of
those great social reformers contemporary to Bal Shaseri
and who played a significant role in slmost all the branches
of public life in Maharsshtra, Moreover, it is nlso not
healthy to campare their contridbution in the reform movement,
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All of them launched series of campaigns against enormous
odds with the smme spirit, Thouch they followed their own
ways of reform, still their prime objeet was the same, But
to get the clearcut picture of the period in vhich Ral
Shastri worked, an attempt has been made here to give a
brief account of some of his eminent contemporaries and
their contribution towards the reformation movament in
Maharashtra,

Sadaghiv Kagshinath Chhatre (Bspu Chhetre)
( 1788-183%0 )

Sadashiv Kashinath Chhatre, is now chiefly
remenbered as a Marathi Scholar, but one has to take into
account his stremuwous exertions to popularise and help in
the cause of the Newy Learning in Western Indis in the first
quarter of the nineteenth century,

S X ,Chhatre was then knowa among his friends dy
the familiar name of Bapu Chhatre, He was a somewhat
prominent man of his time and interested himself most
actively in educational questions, He enjoyed a hich
reputation as a Marathi Scholar.z Row, he i3 chiefly
remambered for his excellent Marathi translations of
"Aesop's Fables” and Berquin's "Children's Friend" which are
regarded as the first prose-classics both in larathi and

ujarati ,3
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But wvhile taking into consideration his scholarly
work in the literary field, unfortumately his sttaimments in
the sducational field, have not beem given due contideration,
It was he who in the early part of the 19th century made
Ahcreuloan efforts t© espouse the czuse of New Learning,

It was in the year 1823, wvhen 'The Fombay Rative
School Book And School Soeciety' (From 1827 omrards, termed
as Bombay Native Education %ciety) was badly in need of
the services of an able Native Secretary to shoulder the
respons ibility of the soclety and to popularisce and promote
the cause of the New Learning among the Ratives, At this
juncture, 3.,K.Chhatre, an able English<knowing Brahmin 4in
the "ublic Works Department and a respectable citisen of
Bombay, was selected for that post, He filled this situation
very creditably for about seven vears from 1823 to 1930.‘

During this period, even the inhabitants of Bombay
were Mot willing to send their children to the English School,
lest they should be converted to mumty.’ Under such
circums tances, Bapu Chhatre, induced the inhabitants of
Bombay, to senmd their children to the aforesaid school, In
the process -~ Lt was he who brought to Bombay & batch of
young men from different parts of the Presidency to receive
instruction in it, Among these, there was one vhose remsrkeble
intelligence soon attracted his “rofessors,® T™is was the
Bal Gangadhar Shastri, who was then acclaimed by his
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contemporaries as « "far in sdvance of any of his country-
men" , Among his other students we can mention the names of
Bhau Mshajan, Dadoba Pandurssg ete, who distincuished
thenselves in Aifferent walks of 1ife during the third
quarter of the nineteenth century,

In the case of Bal Shastri, it wes 3,X,Chhatre,
who induced Bal Shastri's father to keep his very talented
and promising son- Bal Shagtri under his own care and
supervision, which tramsferred the scene of “al Shastri's
early life~ from Konkan to Bombay « the centre of the New
learning and Public 1life, This trmmsfer of scene was rather
responsible for the development of Bal Shagtri's future
career, If the young lad had growm W to manhood in the rural
surroundings of the Konkan, Bal Shastri would have been
~ little more than a learned Sanskrit Pandit or “uranik like
his father, But destined to lay the foundations of a new
epoch in Western India, he was taken to Poubav to roceive
the New Learning, which enabled him in duve course to be the
foremost leader of the Pombay Presidency and work for the

salvation of his cauntryum.’

As reported by Dadoba Pandurang in his Autobiography-
he (Bal Shastri) prosecuted his English studies 'with
unabated seal' not only under his English masters, dut also
under his kind guardian S .,K Chhatre, who used to explain to
him several English books, includin; Dr. . Johreon's *
'Rembler’ %
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In 1830, 39.K.Chhatre, his guardian who was then 42 years
of age retired from the post of Native Secretary in fawvour
of Bal Shastri so as to give him wider scope for work,

In this way, because of the initiative taken by
8 X ,Chhatre, a mmber of young men came in contact with the
Rew Learning, which ensbled them in due curse to work for
the salvation of their countrymen, In other words, he wes
the trainer of s» many in the race leading to distinection,
This roble man died in the year 1830,

Jagannath alias Nans Shankar Shet (1803-1865)

Bal Shastri was loved and highly respacted not only
by the younger generation but was also greatly >mired by
the lesding elders of all communities, EBverybody looked wto
him for guidance and men much senior to him in years and
eperisnce willingly consulted him in all puwblic matters,
One of senior and great personality of his period was
Jagannath Shanker Shet,

Jagannath alias Nana Shanker Shet was born at
Bombeay on 10th February 1803 in a wealthy Daivadnya Brahmin
( Sonar)femily, Though he wes dorn in a rich family, still he
devoted his entire life for the educational, social amd
political development of the Bombay city, About his
sducational contridution, Tadsdhai Naoroji has aptly e
expressed his opinion in following words,
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"we natives owe much debt to Jagannath Shanker
Shet, who wes mnong the first, that first sowed
the seeds of educetion and watched and nursed
it toils present healthy M.“’

He was the person, who in the early days of British
rule ettained a position of great eminence in the public
1ife of the city of Bombay sheerly by dint of his sbility
and industry, Having won many distinctions as the most
promninent Indian social and public worker he set our to work
in the £field o+f education and established various orcani-
sations for the development of Bombay, So naturally
Jagannath Shenker Shet looked wp to by the British Govermment
as an authority on most questions affecting the natives and
acoordingly he was nominated as the Justice of the “eace Dy
‘the Commission of the Peace in the year 183%4,

Though he was a keen socisl reformer, still he held
fast to his moorings in Hindu religion and culture, Ho was
not a sycophant, but held independont views on pudlic
questions snd freely expressed them and acted accordinagly,
Therefore, he was regarded in those times as the leader of
the Hindu cxmmunity, He was also convinced like the BEnglish
educated youths of the period that many of the customs and
practices then prevailing in the society such as- idol worship,
caste distinctions and priest craft with its attendent evils-
had no sanction in the ancient texts, And hence, he helped
and suported Bal Shastri Jambhekar in the case of the
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readnission of a Brahmin boy naned Shripad Sheshadrei
Paralikar to the Hindu fold, sfter he haed practically joined
Christian mission, ’rhcra waa then a greet desl of commwotion
over the matter in the Hindu society of Bumbay, and the whole
commmity wes opposed to the admission of the young men, The
late Dhakjee Dadajee, then a prominent leader of the Hindus
1ed the oppositiony but Dy their tact Bal Shastri Jambhekar
and Jagamnath Shanker Shet succecded in gettinn round the
community, and the young man vas readmitted, That yms the
first breach made in the stronghold of orthodoxy,l?

»

Jagannath Shanker Shet made sincere efforts for the
overall prograess and development of his countrymen, He was a
prominent public figure broucht to the surface by the forces
of those times, He developed some special festuroes in the
city of Bombay which still contimue to be the characteristics
of Bombay Public Life, Like Bal Shastri. education, social
reform and political progress~ all these received his
attention in due proportion, Such was the person who shaped
the public 1ife of Bombay and was found in the forefront of
the reform movement in Maharashtra which began in the firse
half of the nincteanth century, He died on 3lst of July 1863
at the aée of 63,

Govind Vitthal Kunte alias Bhau Mshajan (1815-1890):

Unfortunately, an suthentie hisgraphical account of
Bhau Mahajan is not available to day, Still with the help of
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available sources and refercnces we cam state that doth Bal
Shastri Junbhekar and Bhau Mahajan were the students of
Bombay English School, established in July 1824,

Shri Govind Vitthal Kunte wes popularly known as
Bhau Mshajan,In age probably he vas younger by three or four
years thanm Bal Shastri and probedbly somewherc nearer to 1823
both of them were in English school under the swervision of
late 3.X.,alias Bgpu Chhatre, When Bal Shaatri began his
career as Dgputy Native Secretary in 1830 perhaps Bhau was
still a student in the En;lish school, and when Bal Shastri
began his work 4in Elphinstone College as an “ssistant Professor
(1834), at that time Bheu was studying in the aszme institution
as an 'Elphinstone Scholar', while still a student, he worked
as a teacher in society's Enjlish scho:l on a salary of
W 420/~ per month.”hau Mshajan after completion of his

education left the institution in the year mx.u

Az soon as he left the institution, 3al Shastri
helped his young friend snd pupil, Bhau Mahajan, to start a
ney Marathi weskly~ the 'Prebhakar'~ from the 24th October
1841, the Vijaya Dashami day and its own lithographic press
of the same nmme, Moreover, Bal Shastri gave him necessary
help and guidance and inspiration in this task,)?

The weekly 'Prabhakar’ continued to be edited by
Bhau Mshajan not only during the life time of B2l Shastri,
but at least till 1860, when the weekly estahlished itself
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as the first most influential and fearless organ of the
netive opinion in Marathi,)? rFrom 1833 elong with -Prabhaker-
Bhau Mahajan started & new weekly cslled ‘Dhunketu’ and also
he started u quarterly magasine entitled ‘Jaanadarshan’
betveen the years 1834 and 18356, Through these literary
entarprises, he followed the path of Eal Shastri of educating
his natives and making then versstile 4

In this way, Bal Shastri’s disciple and follower,
Bhau Mahajan worked along with him with utmost devotion and
even after the death of his revered Guru, he concentrated all
his energies on educating the people throuch the press, T™is
famous reformer of the nineteenth century, died at the ripe
age of 7% in the year 1890,

Dadoba Pandurang Tarkhadakar (1814-1882) 1

Like Bal Shastri Jsmbhekar, Dadcba “andurang
Tarkhadkar alsc belonged to the first generstion of the English
educated men, who strived hard for the wliftment of their
nativen, He was a disciple of Bgpu Chhatre and co-gtudent of
Bel Shastri Jembhekar,}3

Dadoba weas born at Bombay on May 9, 1814 in a Vaishys
family, He had his primary efucation in a traditional Marathi
school in Girgaum, Bombay, In 18125, he was adnitted to the
Marathi Section of the Bombay Native School and Hook Society,
and was promoted to its Enclish Section three vears later,
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In 1830, while still a student of the higher classes, the
suthorities were pleased to sppoint him as an assistant
tescher in the same school, He served the Govermaent in
various capacities; first as a teacher, then as an
educational inspector and defore his premature retirement
in 1861, he wes a deputy collector, All throuch his life he
was actively engaged in intellectual pursuits, at the same
time workin; sincerely for the social and moral uplift of
his fallow-countrymen,}S

A man of mmdlom‘ nsture and philosophical bent of
mind, Dadoba turned out to be an ocutstanding intellectual of
the nineteenth century Maharashtra, When barely 24, he wrote
the first standard Marathi grammar which earncd for him the
homour of being called the *Panini of Marathi Crammar', An
amotated list of 27 published and umpwlished works of
Dadaba is to be found in his biography written by AKX Priolkar,
In sddition to this, his 4 English articles published in the
Theosophist which he wrote towards the close of his life
reveal his deesp Xnmowledge of Samkrit and Persian, and also
show how serious a studemt of compareative religion he was,
More particularly his work entitled ‘A Hindu Sentleman's
Reflections respecting the works of Rmamel Syederborg' is
indicative of his deep study of Advaita, Yoga and teachings
of the Hindu Saints, 30 impressed M.G,Ranade was by his work
on Swederborg which was widely acclaimed even in the Westw
that he sssigned Dadoba ~ 'a foremest place in the renks of
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thoughtful inquirers after religious truth', Subodha Patrike
referred to him ss ‘A Prince ’mong Scholars®.l7

Besides Western literature he had slzo studied the
ancient writings of the Hindus and he was convinced that mamy
of the customs and practices that prevailed in his days -
such as idol worship, caste distinctiors and priest-craft
with its attendant evils~ had no sanction, in the anecient
taxts, Therefore, he came to the conclusion that Indis had
suffered a lot on sccount of the divisions of cmaste which
preveiled among the pesple and there could be no national
unity and resl progress unless this beneful imstitution of
caste was completely done swey with, Democlition of caste,
became an article of faith with Dmbn.” Becnuse of this
rebellious thinking, Dadoba an? some of his followers were
ot satisfied with the kind of mild reforms advocated by the
Shastri School, It was these redels vho founded the -
Parsmmshansa Ssbha- , The moving spirit dehinl the sadbha was
Dadoba ’andurang Tari{‘hadaskar, who may well be regarded as
the £irst rationalist of Modern Msherashtra, He was basically
a philosopher and his social vhilosophy restod on the twin
pillars of rationalisam snd hunanism, He initisted the first
secular reform movement in Western India, even before
Lokshitswadi i.e,Copal Heri Pestmukh and éthers sppeared on
the scene.l? This first organised effort st soctal refom in
‘Western India wes however shortlived,?0
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Dadaba was closely associsted with almost sll the
important elucational, social and philanthropic institutions
of his day, He was the President of the 'Upayukta Jhan Prssarask
Blbha’- a Marathi branch of the students literary amd
scientific society, This Sabha was the important institution,
esteblished on 1lst Septamber, 1848, which served as a
training ground for several great leaders like Dadabhai
Nsoroji, R.G.mhandarkar, M.5,7snade, K.T.Telang, V. H.,Mandalik
and others, This society encouraged the growth of a mmbder of
other associations which covered many important aspects of
nstional refomn, Then he wes smong the first seventy six
founder members of the ‘society for the promotion of widow
marriage' estsblished on Degcember 12, 1863, He was also
swong those who revived the Bambay ‘gsocistion in 1867, In
recognition of his scholastic achievements Dadoba wan
admitted to the Dombay branch of Foyal Asiatic Society, and
he was appointed to the Senate of the University of Bombay
in 1564~635, He continued to be a member of the University
Paculties of Arts and Lew until his desth in 1933,3%

In this wey mong those great refomors who
attempted to bring sbout advancement of their countrymen in
different walks of 1life since the advent of British regime
in vestern Indis, one has t» ranember the Dadoba Pandurang,
We must, indeed regard him, mot only as the ‘Panini of
Marathi Gramar®' but as one who is rightly celled the 'First

Rgtionalist of Modern Maharashtra',
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Although hoth Bal Shastri and Dadoba ’andurang vere
contemporaries, their views sbout social reforms basically
differed, For leck of proper evidence one canmot determins the
Rind of relationship that actually existed beotwean these two
reformers of Bombay,

Besides above mentioned noteworthy contemporaries
of Bal Shastri, thers wers scme other aminent contemporaries
who also strived hard for the ovarall progress of our society
in Western India in the first half of the 19th century, Most
of them distinguished themselves in different walks of life
such as education, literature, science and pulic affairs
ot only in Bambay, but in Msharashtra, Cujarat and Xagnatak,
almost sll of whom will be found to bear the stamp of his
teaching and exanple more or less, Amomng such men, the foll-
owing were more noteworthy i Dr.Bhau Daji Lad, Dr,Atmarsn
Pandurang, Prof  Kero Lakshaman Chhatrae, Prof .Dadabh:i Raoroii,
th—;ual Pranvallabhadas and NHowroji Furdoonii otes, some of
them were senior to him and leading personalitiocs of that
perind, but still they admired Bal Shastri as a 3cholar,
Educator and Reformer, They looked up to him for quidance
and more often used to consult him in all public matters,
Framaji Cowasji, J.P., Malomed Ibrahim Muckba, J.P. Vinaysk
Gangadhar Shastri, J.,P Joropant Dandekar ( Editor, Upadesh
Chamdrika) Pandit Moreshwar Sathe (Primcipal, “oona Sanskrit
College), Ramachandra Shastri Janavekar (Marathi Lexicoe
grapher), ™unchhodedas cirdhurbhal ( Rducational and Literary
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Pioneer in Gujarat), Durgeram Muncharsm Mehataji (Pioneer
Social Reformer in Gujarat) etec, reformer haprened to be Bal
Shastri's contamporaries, Some of them were insnired by Bal
Shastri and worked aslong with him, while same others who
worked separately followed his way of reforms, However, some
of the English educated Indian youths though inspired by Bal
Shastri, preferred to work in an agoressive mamer, The net
result of the efforts made by all his contemnoraries was that
it specded up the reform movement in Wastern India in the
first half of the 19th century.

Bal Shastri Jmmbhakar was of the firm opinion that
all reform must ¢go slowly from within on evolutionary lines,
conforming as far as possible to the best thoucht of Hindu
Shastras and traditions, He was esgentiaslly a thinker who
confined himself to expression of views and 1dcas on varlous
problems faced by the society, He dld mot ever try ¢t either
organise a band of thinkers- cum-soclal workers or launch a
movement for furthering the cause of social r~forms {n
Western India, However, throughout his 1ife, wvhile perfomming
his duties as s teacher, a learned scholar, an® an editor,
he made effortas to educate his natives and then slowly but
steadily initiate tham toyards progress and development, He
was inspired by no other idsa than to train muder of men who
wiuld devote themsslves for the overall progress and develop-
ment of the native community., And accordinigly we observe that
in the third quarter of the 19th century, there amerged a
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trail of social reformers like Bhau Mshajan, K Oadcba Tarkhadakar,
rr.Bhau Daji Led, Dr ., Atmarsa Pandurang, Dadabhail Naoroji ete,
who worked for the overall advancement of the soclety in
Western India, In brief, we can say that Bal Shastri Jambhekar
was the parson who prepared the ground for s-cial refomm ‘
movement in Westernm India and also inspired a nunber of
persons and trained a mmber of young men of his neriod &
speed W the process of social reform in Western India in the
first part of the 19th centwry,
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