CHAPTER o I

IMPACTS OF BRITISH RULE

AND  WESTERN CULTURE




The nineteonth century in Indis sew & parind of
tranandous change and activity throughout the country, The
British inpact was felt in almost all areas like education,
administration, agriculture, economy and politics, It was
disruptive with respect to the old srclo«econmmic and
political order, Nevertheless it had & progressive effect
in thet the ancient sluggish and wchanging order, was shaken
for the first time in the history of the country,}

The British Rai affected the Alffersnt soments of
Indian soclety in s Aifferent meanner and hence was bound o
evoke differsnt 2nd even contredictory resvonses from them,
The range of responses was very wide indeed, It included from
hostility to appeasement of the new rulers and the scheme of
thin s, It also yes varied with respect to the old order, The
administrative and educational policies of the Sritish had
won over the urban based hich caste grouws, They prospered
under the British raj and provided native lesdership in the
intellectual and professional field and were rosonsible for
what is called "remaissance” in the country.?

Prior to the establistment of British rule in
Msharashtra, for centuries together social set up of Maharae
shtra remained stable and statie, Put vhen the British rule
was established English education and the western ideas which
flowed with it there energed many waves of tramsformation at
all levels in the social life of Maharashera,
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Increasing contacts with the dynamic west, western
philosophy and sciences and the pattern of British political
institutions graduslly made the benubed, Indisn soclety
conseious of the need for reform in all sphers, The shape of

things, political stadility and occasional official encours-
gement under the British helped individual social reabels to
jnitiate and orgsnise reforms which ultimately changed the
face of India by the turn of the 19th m'mzy.’

Especially in Maharashtra the transfor of power is
marked by the social awskening amon; the people, e intro-
duction of modern education by the British was an ovent of a
great historical significance, which supnlied potent stimulus
for all round awskening, ‘oreover, the fierce attacks of the
christisn missionaries on Indian religions and social evils
served asventually to rouse the Indian pesple Crom their
slumber, and mads them awere of their own backwardness and
degeneration.® when humen minds are stirved by nev ideas,
society can not remain -um.’ S0 as logicnl secuel to the
vearious stimulating forces, there dmmed during the first
half of the 19th century & new ora of sseiasl reform in
Msharashtra,

Inspiration for social reform 4id not come from one
single source but it was supnlied by a number of frreces like
western education, British adninistrative reforma, the
changed social and cultural policy of the 3ritish goverrment
and its acceptance of a definite social policy for Indias,
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sctivities of the christian missionaries, the indicenous
forces, the press and the swarior culture of the west ete,
In other words, the spirit of reform was engendored by the
interaction of different forces, both indigemous and
foreign, in our society,’

This was the period, when Bal Shastri Janbhekar
worked for the salvation of his own people, nless we know
this period vhich helped t> develop his personality, it will
not be nossible for any one to comprehend his varied and
multifaceted activities in the renalssance period of Msha=-
rashtra, Therefore, it is intended here to analyse the
various factors responsible for ushering in e neyw ora of

social reform in Maharashtra,

British Administration i

British systen of administretion is one of the

fmportant gifts of the British rule, Throuch adninistration
they introduced a number of changes in the muntry.’

In 1773, the British Parliasment passed the Regue
lating Act in order to bring sbout refomms in the Indian
sdministration and put @ an end to the problans created dy
the Dual sysatem of ¢overmment of Lord Clive, This Act
provided that company's covermment should exercise the
legislative, judicial and executive functiorm of the state,
Through this tha fourdiations of a new svatem of o vermment
wore laid, Under this Act, Warren Hastings intrJduce
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successfully judicisl and commerxcial refomms with greaster
success, But in all his administrative measures ha ¢ave m
place of trust and importance to the Indians®

Cornwellis improved won the administrative reforms
of Warran Hastings, He introduced the theory of separation of
power by separating the administration of revemic from the
winiatrut;cn of justice, His fudicial reforms tnok final
shape in 1793 and were anbodied in the Gornmwallis code, Hia
police reforms, commercial reforms and h;.s efforts to supress
bribery, corrvtion and evils of private trade wvent a long
way $n improving Indian administration, Cormymllis tried ¢o
put into practice the administrative machinery planned by
Pite’s India Act of 1784, The syatem aimed at perpetustion
of British rule over India and the exploitation of India for
the benefit of its rulers, his produced demoralising effect

on the Ilﬂlm«g

In the first half of the 19th century, it was wWilliam
Bentick (1928-33) who was resnonsible for brincin: about fer
reaching social mnd educational reforms, Bentick vyas liberal
minded and sympathetic W the Indisns, It was at his
instance that the charjetvew Act of 1833 tried to undo what
Cornwallis had done, Dy stating that Indians should not de
prohifbited from holding any office bDecause of race and colour,
Fut in reality this 414 not mean much and Indisans continuved
to be excluded from hih offices, He was the person, who
abolished sati, infanticide and swpressed Thusi, He also
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introduced certain judicial reforms to improve upon the
system of Gornwallis, He wes also respomeible for adopting
helpful attitude in granting freedem of the Prega, His other
outstanding adninistrative refom which produced & far-
resching effect on Indisn 1ife was the introduction of
Western systen of education through the medium of ﬁnglhh.m

In Mgharashtra, wvhen the Sritish esta»lished thedr
control in 13818, they not only restored peace »nl order dut
along with thet introduced ept aduinistrative mnchinery, It
was Mountstuart Elphinstone, an able sduinistroator, who laid
the foundation of British power in Maharashtra, 'hhile looking
after the British ;aummation in Hahamhtr;, Flohinstone
formulated a policy that wouls serve the pu-pose of both his
govermment and the people, He as & statesman, a friemd of the
Indiarns, was senaitive to the needs and attitudos of his age,
Therefore, while administering he followed mpt policles for
a slow and peaceful transformation without distiubing the
social and economic | irstitutions of the people, Ho accepted
the desirsdbility of improvement and the introduction of
western ideas and wvalues, but at the same time, he was also
convinced of the value of the traditional tmtitutiom.n
He was deeply interested in the education of tha masses and
with this view he sticourajed the foundation of the Bombay
Native School Book and School Society ( 2ujust 1822), Acter
Elphinstone, 3ir John Malkoim (1827«30) also followed the
same liberal policy in Msharashtra, In this way, in the first
half of the 19th century, the British sdministrators were
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mostly lideral and were also aware of the undar currents
below the apparently stagnant surface of the sociesty, because
of which they enforced gradusl messurss of reform and a type
to suit Indian conditions,

vestern Rlucation

After the establishment of Pritish rule in Mshara-
shtra, the introduction of western education was an event
of great historicsl sigmifiesnce, English education, supnrlied
& potent stimulus for all round mwakening not only in Mahae
rashtra but in India in the 19th century, Before 1813, the
missionaries with tha object of proselytising, andeavoured o
spresd western educetion, But vhile impartin- yestern
educetion, they eriticised Hindu customs and immtitutions as
worthless and atolled the merits of chrhuanity.n

The “ast Indis Company 4id not favour the missio-
naries, as their teachings antagonized the Hindus, In 1813,
the East Indis Company accepted the responsibility of
educating the Indians, The debates and controversies between
the Anglisists and the Orientalists sgtarted over the content
of education and medium of imstruction, Ultimately the
raglisists own,id

Mountstuart Elphinstone, the first Covermor of Pombay
>residency (1819+1827) restored pence and order in Bombay
Pres idency by means of rare tact and wise adninistration,
8ide by side he began t> devise mesma for the improvement of



the whole administration, The new order required new
personnel, and educational reorganisation was one of the
main suhjects that received his earnest attention, He wes
deeply interested in the education of the masses, His
eonsidersd view on new efucation was that, western knowledze
must and eruld be successfully imparted to the natives of

the country throush the mediun of their own vernmacularsy

and that instesd of enesuraging a wholesale Fn~lish education
aswong the pesple, it could de wise ¢ teach the nolish
language and literature to the select few, who would then
successfully com:unicate western knowledge of aovery kind ¢to
their ignorant countrymen, And with this view he encouraged
the foundation of the Pombay Native School Book and School
Society in Mguwst 1822, The society opened & few vernacular
schools of new type in the island of Bombay and alsewhere
and its first English school was started in July 1824,

The socliety's central school in Bombay proved more successful
and remrined the princival ‘overmaent hichschool.l® ™hen the
Bombay Native Fducation Society undertook the task of
translating sciences and philosophies in the vernacular, In
18125, testhing of Enclish wes introduced in the Himdu College,

“ma.”‘

In this wey, though the island of Bombay had been
under the Fast India Company'’s rule for long, it bagan ¢to
receive the impact of fommal wWestern Education enky
after the appointment of Moumtstuart Flphinstone as the



Governor of the newly constitu‘od Bombay “residency in 1819,
And there is no denying the fact that Mountatuart Elphimstone
1aid the foundstions of modern education which produced a
rensissance in “estern India, Especially the educational
institution that perpetuates his nsme aceomplished for
Maharashtrs, vhat the Hindu College 414 for the Bengal
mmsm..“

The ‘esolution of 1833, declaring the promotion of
European literature and science among the natives as “"the
great objective of the British govermment”, gsve a great
impetus to the progress of BEnglish education in Intia, The
Buzbey Board of Bducation wes crested in 1840.2° Sir trakine
Perrie, who strongly advocated English eSucation, wes
sppointed its President in 1843, During his tem of presi-
dentship from 1843 to 18352, the mmber of Fnalish schools
under the Board's earntrol nearly doubled and nine private
Snolish schools were started in Bombay, The Orant Medieal
College was started in 1343 chairs for Botany "nd Cheamistry
ware instituted in the Elphinstone College in the ysar 1946
and the English School and the Samskrit College at ™oona were
amal gamated in the same yesr, The Board of Rducation in Bombay
worked with "energy and foresicght", Decauwse of ita efforts the
mmber of schools and scholars increased and cuality of
instruction had greatly improved, There were in Dombay
Presidency in 1830 ten overmment or aided English inatitutions
with about 2000 studentst®



Thus, upto 18350, the lideral polictes of Tast India
Company and the liberal minded British administrators, the
efforts of the missionaries snd procressive elanents in the
society, gave a great impetus to the progress of English
Bducation in Msharsshtra, If we have ¢ choose one single
factor which haelped more than others in drincing about the
great transformation in Msharashtras in the 19th century, we
can, without any hesitation, point to the introduction of
English educetion, nglish education and the western ideas
wvhich flowed along with it, formed the fHrundatinn of all the
wonderful projress that we witness in Maharashtra Aduring the
British rule,

mglish education broudht sbout jrester chanies in
the minds of the educated Hindus in Maharashtra, It opened
the floode-gates of the western idess which almost overwhelmed
them at the begimning, Centuries together the !intus kept
thanselves aloof from the outer world snd were ignorant of
the arts and sciences of the west, But a great change came
over them at the beginning of the 19th ceatury A0, A new
ideclogy suddenly burst fourth upon the static life, moulded
for centuries by s fixed set of religious ideas and social
conventions, It gave birth to a eritiesl attitude towarde
religion and & spirit of inquiry into the origin of state and
society with 8 view to determining their proper scope and
functions 20
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To put it in a concrete form, the most important
result of the western education was the replacenant of blind
faith in current traditions, bdeliefs and conventions -
charactoristic of the Medidval age~ Dy a spirit of rationaliem
which seeks to inquire and argue before scceptin~ anything,
The revolt of mind against the tyramy of dogna and traditional
authorities, Deliefs and customs is the first requisite for
freedom of thoucht and consciance which lies at the root of
progress in social, religlous snd politieal sphercs of 1ife,21
In Msharashtra, the rationalisin; efifect of "™nolish education
at first manifested itself more in religious and ancisl idess,

The dissenination of western knowledoe a8 a raesult
of the new sducation gave & new impetus ¢o the minds of the
newly eduecsted youth, They had read Sutler an® ilton, Thomas
Paine and Voltaire, and were exposed to western ideas of
rationalism and humanism, In addition, they hnd to contend
with Christisn missionary, whose svwowed aim wos to oconvert,
end who indulged in an indiscriminate attack on Hindu customs
and practices, Perforce the neo=-intellectusls wera obliged ¢o
turn their attention to an examination of the existing soecial
and religious ingtitutions of the Hindus, vhile the new spirit
of inquiry made this new generation of scholars conscious of
the general ignorance and the degrading influence of supar-
stitions arsund theam, it slso made them hichly resentful of
the wvholesale condemnation of their national life and culture
by the christian missionaries and by the totally prejudiced
British colonial administrator-historians like James Mil1 32



In this situstion, the 0ld order could no longer
have any hold om the minds of these middle-class intellectuals,
Though comversion of christisnity 414 not sppesl to them,
Hindulsn in its existing form wes equally intolerable, They
detasted the spectaclie of soclial tyranny working acainst the
mobler impulses of humanity by making invidious Alstinctions
between man and man and between man an? yoman, Boaides western
1itersture, some of then had also studied the anclent writings
of the Hindus and were convinced that meny of the custams and
practices that prevailed in their day- such =28 411 worship,
caste~lintinctions and priestecraft with its attenlant evils-
had mo sanction in the ancient texts, They were convinced that
the prevalent obscurantism wyas resnonsible for social Aere-
neration and the consequent national decline, ™he society had
to be reformed {f the country was to achieve national unity
and progress 33

These English educated new class wedded to the
principle of criticism and emquiry developed new tools of
analysis for understanding and assessin; the contemporary
social set W) & ney approach to the past and u-jo for a
batter tuwr-.“ These intellectuals youths of lisharsshtra
helped in bringing sbout the great transformation in the
social and reldjious 1life of Maharashtra in the firse half
of the nimeteonth century,

Commanting on the impact of western education on the
nineteenth century Indians Tarkteerth Laman Shagtri Joshi



writes

"“The western education introduced in the sphere

of Indian thouzht the values of Rationalism,
Individualism and the natural equality of man
Arrvespective of national or racial differences,
wtionalise gave vision to discriminate between
ridht and wrong in the old tradition and employment
of the scientific methods in knowing the mesning of
the universe, The individualism helped in breeking
the hondange of the old tradition that hindered the
development of the individual, The idea of equality
of man destroyed the old prejudices azainst the
cultures of other people and broadenin; and libera-
lizing the outlook created an inclination towerds
sccepting the essence of all the cultures of the
wrld, These values in totality creatod a secular
outlook smong the Indians. 33

Social Policy and Social Change 1

Althouch the state of social and cultural deqrsdation
of India had attracted the attention of the aduinistrators of
the Fast India Company from the very begimnin: and it had been
felt by some of tham that they were required to take official
steps a2t a not very disteant time to remove the social and
cultursl despondancy, they were forced to maintain an
indifferent attitude mainly for two reasomns, “irst, till 1813,
and move correctly till 1833, the Fast India Company was
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primarily interested in its trading activities and the
profits derived from the revenue administration of the
territory unter its enntrol - it ruled, but hardly -overned,
Secomily, the strong religious basis of Indian society and
culture dispirited many & reformer- adninistrator and
1ideral policy- maker of the company, who thouht that
because of their aliem origin, culture, relizion ond status
any attempt on their part t> rejuvenate the s-clioty misht be
misunderstood by the people of Indfis and even croate antagoe-
nism and opposition, bitter and powerful emudh, to shake
even the foundations of the BEritish rule in Indig, It was
mainly because of this resson that, in the beginning the East
India Company's govermment viewed any stteampt ot proselytie
sation by the christien missiomaries in India with alarm,?®

But the leaders of the British public who surveyed

the Indian scene in the late eighteenth century were conscious
of their respormibilities in India and felt converned with
the problems of developing the camtty.” Especially after
1813, they took active steps to transform Indian Society and
culture, This followed the rise of new interests and new
ideas in Briten during the nineteenth century, The Industriasl
revolution, wvhich had begun in the middle of the 19th century,
and the consequant growth of industrial capitalism, were fast
chan:ing all aspects of British society, The -ising industrial
interests wanted to make Indis a big market for their ¢oods,
This could not be scoomplished merely by adhering to the policy



n

of keeping pesce, and required the partial transformation
and modernisation of Indisn society, Md so, in the words
of the historisn Thompson amd sarrate,

"the mood and methods of the old brigsndage
were changing into those of modern industrialism

and capitalism ."“

Science and techmology also opened new vistas of
human progress, The 18th and 19th centuries witnossed a
areat fement of ney idess in Britain and Eurone vhich
influenced the Eritish ‘m:uook towards Indisn problems, All
over Purope, "new asttitudes of mind, menmners, mmd morals
were sppearing®, The great french Rewolution of 1799 with
its messacze of Jiberty, equality and fraternity cenarated
poverful democratic sentiments and unleashed the forece of
modern nationalism, In the realm of thought, tho ney trend
was represented by Becon, locke, Voltaire, pwssesau, Kant,
Adam Smith and Bentham; in the realm of literature by Wordse
worth, Byron, Shelley and Charles Dickens, The impact of the
ney thought « the product of the intsllectual revolution of
the 18¢th century, the french Rewolution, and the Intustrial
Revolution « was naturally felt in Indies and affacted the
official wotions of govnmm.”

The three outstanding characteristics of the new
thought were rationalism or faith in reason an?! science,
humanis: or love of man and confidence in the cap2city of man



32

to progress, The new curcents of thought in Burope came into
conflict with the old cutlook and produced a clash of
attitudes smong those who determined Indian policy or ram the
Indian administration, The older attitude kmown as the
conservetive or the traditional asttitude, was that of making
ns fow changes in India as possible, The early representatives
of this attitude were Warren Hestings and Ednund Burke and the
later ones were the famous officials Hunro, Maimlm, Flphine
stone and Metcalfe, The comservetives msintained that Indian
civilization was different from Furopean Civilization but was
not necessarily inferior to it, Many of then respected and
admired Indian Ehilosophy and Culture, Realisin: that it
might be necessary to introduce some western ideas and
practices, they proposed to introduce tham very very
cautiously and gradually, Fawvouring social stability ahove
all, they opposed any programme of rapid modernisation, “he
conservative attitude remained influenced in Inglend as well
as in Indis uwto the very end of British rule, Jut smong the
policy makers in Bricain it wes a gradually diminishing view
beczuse the course of trade and events wes showing that the
conservative policy 214 not lead ¢to the desired axpansion of
trade or provide adecuately for the perpetuation of British

mamm.”

By 1800 the conservstive sttitude wes fast giving
wvay t5 a new attitude vhich was sharply criticel of Indian
society and culture, Indisn civilisation was condeanned as
static, it was looked down won wicth contampt, Indian customs
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were considered uncivilised, Indien imstitutions corrupt and
decadent, and Indisn thouoht narrow snd unscientifiec, ™his
eritical approach was wsed by moet of the officials and writers
and statesmen of Britain to justify political and economic
enslavement of Indis and to proeclaim that it was incapable

of imorovemont and must therefore remsin pemmanently under
British tutdaqc.“

However, a few Bnglistmen, known as Radicals, went
beyond this narroy criticism snd imperislistic outlook and
aprlied the advanced humanistic and rational thoucht of the
wost to the Indien situstion as they saw it, The doctrine of
reason led then to believe that India need mot alyays de a
fallen country for all societies had the espacity to improve
by following the dictates of reason and seience, "he drctrine
of humanism led them to desire the improvement of Indian
people, The doctrine of progress led them t» the conviction
that Indians were bound to improve, And so the Wadicals,
reproesenting the batter slaments of British society, desired
*o make India a part of the modern progressive world of
science and h\nanhm.”

The hunanism of these men was aroused by the social
injustice of such institutions as the caste system and
untouchability; such customs as sati and infanticide and the
low status of women in general and of widows in particuler,
Their scienkific minids were also cutraged by the many super~
stitions that gripped the minds of the Indian noonle and by
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the complete sbeence of the scientifie outlook in the country,
To tham, the answer of India's ills appeared to lie in the
introduction of modern western scisnces, philosophy and
literature- in fact, in all out snd rapid modernisation,’’

The policy of modernising Indian soclety, and culture
was 3180 encourajed by the christian missionsriecs and relintous
minded persons such as Willisp ilberforce ant Charles Grant,
the then chairman of the court of Directors of the Vast India
Company, who wanted ¢o spread christisaity in Indis, They
supported a programne of westernisation in the hope that it
would eventually lead to the country’s conversion to
christianity, They thought that the light of western kmowledge
would destroy people's faith in their own relicions and lead
them to welcome and embrace christianity, They therefore
opened modern schools, colleges and hospitals in the country>®

Time snd again the commons postponsd nnolicy decision
for India, but at last, the wind of change started blowing
ard « the Radicals got am opportunity o influence Indisn
policies through James Mill, one of the leading "“adieal
philosophers of England, who cmme to occcwpy in 1817 the very
important position of chief Examiner in the office of the
court of Directors, and william Bantick, who wes a Radical
and who became the Govermor-Cenerasl of Indis in 1329, Also
some of the officials who came t> India in the 1820's and
after, were deeply influenced by the 7wadicel outlook .!S
Moreover, the situation completely changed im favour of
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deciding e definite social policy for Indias with a deter-
mination of implementing it after the reforming vhigs came
to power in England after 1930 and, more seo, after the
Refomus Act of 1932,%¢

Although the Radicals were profoundly influenced by
Banthemite doctrine of social reform, still they could mot
have carried out actual reforms, had not the contemporary
Indian public opinion been favourable, At the time a section
of the population led Dy Raja "am Mohan Poy and other like
minded Indians, who were conscious of the low caste to which
their country and society hed sunk, who were sick of caste
prejudices and othar socisl evils and who belicved that the
salvation of Indis lay in science 2nd humanism, stronily
demanded gocisl reforms, Even in the spread of western
education some of the social leaders in India took genuine

interest .37

The changed attitude of the Eagt Indies Company, its
scceptance of the principle of formulating a definite social
poliecy for India and the spread of western education opened
the high rosd to European culture for the masses in India,
he reaction t> this in India was immediate and atrongy, Soon
a series of national leaders with deep knowledne of western
and Indian educstion and culture emerged, whose supreme task
in the esrly ninsteenth century was the defence of the Hindu
scciety and culture from the challenging west, T™he process
led in quick stages, to grest intellectusl an? reoliasisus
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ferment in the land, The Indisn intellectuals of the period
had the independence of the mind and integrity of character
to ackmowledge the fect that there was much ov0d in synthe
aising and sssimilatin; the dynamism, scientific learning
and spirit of rationasl enquiry of the west as inteqral parts
in our scheme of 1life without, of course, losin-: our sense

of moral valueo.“
Christisn Missionaries

Indis witnessed a remarkable outhrust of christisn
missionary asctivities in the first half of the nineteenth
century.” The christian missionaries were the first to come
to India, ™heir flow contirmed till the East India Company
startad its trade activities in this cruntry, But then the
East India Company in the initial stage op-osed “heir
activities on the ground, amon; others, that they wuld
interfere with Hindu relizion and craate difficulties for
then 40

But the remowvel in 13813 of the restrictions which
had esrlier been placed by the Fest India Commany on the
sctivities and entry of christian missions in India, provided
m oprortunity for intensive missionary activitios in the
whole of Indie.$? wieh this the missionaries ot a free hana
in the evengelical, social, educational and other activities
and spread a net, wide and intricate coverin; almost all of
British India as also the nitivo states .“
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The missionaries were trained primarily for the work
of proselytization, and they were imbued with an intense seal
of propagating the gospet of christisnity and for eonverting
Indians to their fold, Nevertheless it cannot be denied that
the ideas end activities of the missionsries did eventuslly
become a vital force for social reform in modern Indis, The
missionaries contriduted to it in several weys, They enphae-
sised the conviction that the spiritual salvation of the
Individual was Dound up with that of his community, and that
the socisl and evonomic advencement of a comnmmity muset
proceed simultaneously with its spiritual advance, They
preached the doctrine of fatherhood of od and the Brotherhood
of Man, They established schools and colleqes for the
education of the boys and girls, [They initisted the movement
for ebolishing the practice of 3Sati, infanticide and untoucha.
bility, They worked for the uplift of the dbackwa~? tribdes ans
for the mmelioration of the womanhood in India, They pioneere”
mmerous other movements for the welfare of the poor and
neady, They often brouht pressure, t Dear upon the ‘overn-
ment in India to sbolish inhuman sociel practices and to
initiate program es for the welfare of the weak and sufferings
in the aoehty.“

The efforts of the christian missionaries to eradi-
cate social evils in India thoujh 414 not always achieve
imnediate success, yet these helped to popularise an ideology
that was conducive to the growth of humanitarisnism in India,
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Their ideal of service inspired many an Indian to undertake
social reform in an organised msnner, Moreover, the fierce
attecks of the christian missiomaries on Indian religions and
social evils served gventually to rouse the Indisn people
from their slumber, and made them aware of their own backe-
wardness and d-qmotutm.“

The missionaries believed that the human character
could be quickly and entally tramsformed Dy e diroct assault

on the mind thryuch an educative process, Also they thouht
it essential ¢to roint out the defects in Indimm religion snd
society which wers responsible, according to than for the
poverty and social stagnation of India, "m the practicel side
their activities attempted to demonstrate falthfully the
christian ethics in action, The schools, dispensa-les,
orphanages and leper clinics were the manifestations of this
desire, Thus they constantly and laboriously tried to empose
Indian society to new relijious and social beliefs, They als»
started journals snd used them as media for hamering the
minds of the educated Indisns by constantly hihlighting the
defects of Hindu religion and yay of life and generally
promoting christien ideas,4d

All this crested a new intellectusl climate in the
whole of Pombay Presidency, There developed & hwmor for
education amon the Indisns as it opened wp new opportunities
for them under British govermment, The preaching of missioe-
naries served to stimulate a spirit of enquiry among the



Indisns, The missionsries challenged openly the validity of
the religious philosophies of the Hindus and decried the
customs of widowhood, celibacy sati, child marringe, caste,
idolatory and the sumerous suwaerstitions then nrevailing
song the Hindus, They di4 not suceceed, 39 much in eradicating
these evils, It was not their obfective either, lowever, they
succeeded in making the Hindu customs look ridiculous and
anachronistic, If was this challenge that made them realise
the moral poverty and the cultural Adegradation of Hinduism in
those days, Commenting on this George Smith wrote, "™he
hundred and fifty millions of caste Hindus still presemt to
christendom an unbroken fromt or wvery little broken apparently,
Pyt that it is disintegrating under the combined influence

of western civilization and christian truth, its own leaders
allow, and their methods of meetin; the asssault mn!w-’.’“

;!ha net result was mass conversion of the dapressed
classes and the shoriginals, Some of the hih caste Hindus
were glao attracted towards christisnity snd ihey embraced
1,67 The case of Shripad Sheshadri, Baba “edmanii, “mmchandra
from Bankote in Xonmkan ete, may dDe instance? here, Thouah the
mmber of converts was not very hioch still it was sufficient
to> alert the orthodox Hindus as well as the middle class
intellectuals of Maharashtra, The fmpact of westaern education
in lidberating the mind from the bondage of tradition and the
virulent criticism of Hindu religion and social order by the
missionaries together necessitated a throuch and eritical
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reviey of Hindu tradition and society with the object of
reforming it,

In brief, while sssessing the progress of social
reform in Maharashtra, and even in India in the nineteenth
century, the importance of the missionaries cammot de
mininised 8

!ndigumul Yorces 3

The oourse of Indian History throuch tho ages is
replete with mmerous instances of social reform movements,
All religious movements had social reform as their ultimate
object, Indien society, particularly the Hindu socilety,
accepted measures of social reform as stages in {ts evolution
because all religious preachers an? social reformors of this
eountry laid stryong enmphasis on continuity, order, preserw
vation of ancient virtues and moral values, and harmonious
social chanje by peaceful means, Sradually reliious teets
and social tradition supporting revolts against,social and
religious tyramnies, had taken shape, Rational and observant
exrictice as well as individual social rebels in India in all
agea drew inspiration from such religiows and social
sanctions t> controvert the arguments justifying a time~
honoured practice or custom and ¢ show its Eut..uiey.”

It was therefore, natural that in the background of
widespread reli;lous and sccial injustices and vices during
the eighteenth century there should be strona md elocuent
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demand for reform from all quarters in Indie, ™his demand
became stronjer, bold and organised for its fulfilment, in
the begiminj of the nineteenth century vhen the politieal
respite and general security provided by the 3British, urged
some people to improve their lives and conlition in society,
ad yhen the impact of the western domination on Indien
politics snd economy made then congcious of their suordinate
and degradin; position in diffarent spheres .30

The main architects of the Indian national reawake-
ning and social progress were the sons of the sHil, who had been
moved t> action by the prevalent religious and social maladies,
They were fired by a missionary seal dus to their perception
of the degradin: conditions and sufferings of the millions,
Their swareneas of the sweriority of the Puropeans in
politics and material life, goaded than constantly to strive
for removin; different social vices and injusticos which had
far long crippled the spirit and dyarfed the moral and
intellectual stature of their countrymen, Mo Anrudbt christian
missionary activities, western education and contact, and
British democratic principles enabled them to fix up their
objectives an? decide their lines of action, their strong
desire for social reform was mainly due to their love and
foeling for their cruntrymen, The milk of humanity in them
was abundant and, it gave tham gtrength to fi-ht in most
strenmous situstions and against nunerous odds for restoring
socisl values, standards and welfare, They fruht for socisl

5686
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advancement rather than for releasing and tidin, the waves
of a social rewolution ¢to success, They were less amditious,
more practical and truely Indian, The pattern of social
change they anvisaged, was therefore ewvolutionary apd
abiding, 33

All the social reformers in the ninetcenth century
India, were essentially Indian in their attituies and
aspirations, Their rewolt against the Hindu society and their
attempts to purify the Hindu religion wece entiraly due ¢o
their patriotic feelings, Political and ecHrmomic dAomination
of India by the British created in them an impellin; desire
to strive for Indian political advance an? for that they made
efforts to introduce certain changes in their -eligion, at
least for the sake of their political advantace and sneial
comfort, It wes mainly for this reason that nineteenth century
Indian reformers founded the relicious orosnisations which,
they wanted, should work for re-sstadblishing the "naturasl
texture of society"® ., wWith this wview in mind “aja "am tohan vy
founded the Atmiye Sabha, and the Brahmo Sabha (later Samajl)
in Bengal and 4n the similar mammer othar so>cial reformers in
India founded their orjanisation or samaj in their respective

regiomms,

All the social reformers of the nineteenth century
had ernsiderable groundin; in Indian languajes and seriptures,
and most of then received western education by thei:- own
efforts, Their method of reformin; the socliety was by
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organising and setting wp schools and theredby educating the
publiec and making them rational, active and responsible
membars in society, Accordingly, in the Somday “residency,

the money and support for the establistmant of the Flphinstone
Institution in 1827 came largely from the Indiares, “ne of the
esarly products of this Institution and 4its first Inddian
teacher Pandit Bal ‘anjadhar Shastri w=s the maker of many

a social reformer in Western xuds.u.”

The practical social reform which started with the
anti-sati movement, was the result of deep study of the
religious texts by its agitators, The socisl refomers like
Raja “am ohan Roy, were moved to take this stend out of their
conviction created Dy their study and personal cxneriences in
the falsity of religious prescription for the burnin; of
widows, In similar mammer other social refommers were imspired
to agitate agjainst Xulinism and Polygemy, They mnde use of the
ancient reliqgious literature to justify the cause of widow
remerriage, With the snread of the desire of emancipation of
vomen, social reform in Indias gathered momentum, For centuries
education was restricted to only a few in the s~ciety, but in
the nineteenth century, education becsme svailable to the
messes, Naturally, there was 7eneral clamour for educatinc the
qirls for improved family life »nd mo-e eongenial atmosphere
at home for intellectual pursuits, Flucation muong women, at
the beginning not much encouraged, spread cuickly after 1840°s,
The growth of nationalism and pride in Indian horitage made
social reforn an urgent concern for the progress of the eountty?’



No doudbt the emergence of these indigemous forces

for social reformm were facilitsted by the political stability
provided by the British, and rapid development of communice-
tion system, the actual stimulus for social reform was
provided by the spread of wostern education and the activities
of the christizn missionaries, The missionaries from the very
begimmin; used vermacular languages to propagate their ideas
and undertook humanitarian activities to enlist local support,
The Indian social reformers took clue from the missionaries
and frn the beginning started vernacular newspsmors and
journals, one nositive gnin of which was the ronid imnrovement
of vernmacular lancuages besides dissemination of ndvanced
knowledge and progressive ideas, 'hether in Pensl, Madras or
Bombay, there was a mushroom growth of vernacular newspavers
and journals, and s public platform was created everywhere to

register protest sgaimst social vices and advocate relom.“

The the remaissance and begimning of s social
revolution in the first half of the nineteanth century in
Bengal and in other parts of the cruntry were the result of
a movement for religious and s>cial reform largely indigenous
in character and leadership, thrivihg in a society in which

the leaven of western ideag had began to uork.”

The Press

T AN

In modern times, the “ress has Deoome a nowerful
social institution, T™his is proved by the fact +that the “ress
has been glorified as the Fourth Fetate, ™he nrinting press
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played a big role, in the history of a numbder of peoples,
in their nationsl awekening in their imbibing proressive
idenas and in their dein; drawn »s active forces into great
social, political and cultursl movements,36

The printing press did not exist in the pre-British
period, Though it was first introduced in India by the
“ortuguese Jesuits as early as in 13587 A.D, to print christian
literature, it beczuse a real social force influencin~ the
1ife of the pesple in India only in the first -uarter of the
nineteenth century, The introduction of printing press in
India was an event of revolutionary significence in the life
of Indien pmlc.” In the first part of the nineteenth
century, the western educated class made full use of the

Press to foster the -enascent ferment, The missionaries
contributed much to the development of Indian “ress, *Sambad
Kaunudi, a Pengali weekly published in 1821, nlayed an
important role in Bengal Renaissance, Through this paper,
am Mohan Roy condemned the custom of Sati »nd wrote other

articles concerning social and religious reforms .58

In Bombay Presidency, the first printini p-ess was
started by the Fast India Company in the yvear 1634, Then in
the year 1789, the first paner, the weekly "Sonbay Herald”
avpeared, Then came "Bombay Courier” in 1790 and the Rombay
sjazette” in 1791, Later on The Sombay Gazette waa amal jamated
with the Bombay Herald in the year 17192,%



Unfortunately, upto the decline of the Peshwa
regime, the people in Msharashtra showed utmost litharaicsl
attitude towerds the Press, But after the establishment of

.British rule and introduction of western education, the
middle~class English educated intellectuals in Haharashtra
realised the importance of newspapers and journals in the
process of social swakening, "s 8 result, the first Anglo~
vernacular newepaper -« "The Pombay Durpun” « nublished in
1832 by Bal Shastri Jambhekar, the great piloneer reformer of
Western Irdis in the first half of the nineteenth century,
He started this paper to promote the study of Turopesn
literature and the srread of European knowledoe among the
natives, Then Bhau “ahajan began his "Prabhakar” weekly in
1840, Balshagtri Jambhekar sterted "Dig-Durshan® in 1842 and
‘Dnanodaya’ was started in the ssme year by the missionaries,
‘The Jnan«Prakash' was started in Poona in 1849, and was
followed by 'Vicharlahari‘(1682), ‘'Vartamendipika‘’{19%¢) and
*Induprakash’ (1862) in Bombay, "1l these efforts in the
first half of the nineteenth century laid the broad foundation
of darathi journs=lism in Mgharashtra, Rot only this but all
the newspapers and magasines of the period alss had taken to
bitter criticism of axisting sociml evils and educate the
public opinion in favour of social rcfem.” In a sense,
this factor alsn helped the spirit of reform in the soeiety,

In the first half of the nineteenth century in

Maharashtra the social leaders like "al Shastri T-mbhekar,
Bhau Mahajsn an? others used this media =g a powerful wespon
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for public education, Balshastri made herculean efforts
through his peper - Bombay "urpun = for the spread of modern
kmowledge amonjst his own natives and ¢ make tham awere of
the changin; conditions and needs of the period, ™rouch it,
he welcomed the use of #team Boat Dy his natives, spread of
western Xnowledge and such other modern concepts of that
period, useful for the progress and development of the
society, Through Durpun he made his earnest efforts for the
overall mental awakening and sdvancement of his people, In
educating the people from social, religious snd educationsal
points of view, he edited this paper with utmost devotion and
honesty.

The press discussed freely the problan of religion,
social customs and education, A jeneral consciousness was
being crested. In brief it can be stated that the Indisn
Press pleayed an important role in spreading the “enalssance

movement .51

In general it can De said that due to the impact of

the west, the administrative reforms effacted throughout the
country by British jovermment and the changed s~cisl and
cultural policy of the British “overmment and its accentance
of 8 definite sociel policy for Indis, the mcdern sducation,
the activities of the Christisn missionaries, the amerjence
of indigenous forces, the “ress and the superior culture of
the west with which the educated Indians csme into contact
in their Aay to day life, made the intellectuals ponder over



their own traditions, customs and deliefs, and on finding
out that they were lacking in force and vitality snd
completely unsuitable to the new exigencies, started thinking
in terms of reform in the light of new idees,

English education had given them the new values-
rationality, ecuality »nd human brotherho-4, In the light of
thase, they began to examine their own traditions and beliefs,
Christisn missionaries had comstantly posed the challenge of
econversion and it was ¢to be faced, Particularly the criticism
by the missionaries of the irrational traditioms and super-
stitions, then prevalent among the Hindus, had oiven them an
impetus to fresh thinking on the subject, "nd the objective
changes in the soclo~economic end voliticel enviroment
together necessitated a thorough and criticel review of Hindu
tradition and society with the object of reforming it 52

T™The cunulative effect of all this was a ferment vhich
expressed itself in the form of efforts of the reformers in
Msharashtra,53 The most abiding influence on the earlisst
groups of shcial reformers in western India was that of Bal
Gan;jadhar Shastri (1812-1846), a graduate of the “lphinstone
Institution and {ts first Indian teacher, PBal Shastri
advocated widow remarriace liberalisation of caste restrictions,
readmission of converts to Hindu socliety, His wumbai Durpun
( Fombay Durpun) was the first weekly in Western India ¢to
champ ion the cause of social reform with the object of
preserving the Hindu taltgbn.“ Many of the ref-rrmers of
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Western Indis like Bhau Mahajen, Nadoba Panduranq, Dr,Bhau
Daji Led, “rof,Kerunans Chhatre, Dadabhai Neoroii etc, to
mention only a few were his students or inspired by his
exaunple,

All the social reformers of this period, including
Bal Shastri Jambhekar were convinced that mere official
enactmants and ceramonial breaking of existing local customs
would not bring asbout social change, They, therefors,
established schools, formed public sssociations, organised
public meetings and started newepspers and majazines ¢ focus
public attention on the need for 9vc¢ial reform, The newspaners
of this period like Bombay Durpun, Prabhakar, Vicharlashari,
vartamandipika and Induprakash had taken to bitter criticism
of existing social evils and t> educate the piwblie opinion ih

favour of asocial rotom.”
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