CHAPTER « IIX

LIFE SKEICN OF

* ACHARYA BAL SHASTRI JAMBHEKAR *

( 1812 - 1846 )



Among the few great worthies that have distinguished
themselves by a rare combination of exceptional natursl talents,
varied snd extensive lesrming, hich moral charscter, and
stremuous exertions in different fields for the advancement
of their countrymen, since the advent of the Dritish rule in
western India during the firat quarter of the nineteenth
century, the name of "charya Bal Cangedhar Shastri Jambhekar
stands first and foremost, ’n? when it is remanbared that he
had aslready laid the broad foundations of our national progress
in Bombay, Defore he was snatched ayey by the cruel hand of
Death at the very early age of thirtye-three in the vear 1946,
we nust, indeed regard him not only as the most brilliant
Indian of the ninetesnth century, but as one who i= rightly
entitled to be called the 'Ploneer of the Renaissance in
Hestern India' and 'Father of Modern m:mhura'.‘

As Bal Shastri was the first Indisn Professor and
and the revered Guru of the first generation of EFn-lish
oducated men in Vestern Indis, he has rightly beoon cslled as
' Acharya', The lifesketch of such an eminent sncial reformer,
therefore, deserves to be recorded howsoever bdriefly, in this
chapter and the following is an attampt in that direction,

nmu; Background

The Jaubhekars that £rund scattered all over
Magharashtra, Karnatask, Oujarat and Central India - helong
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originally to their main stock in Pombhurls, their old
ancestral village, under the Bavada Jshagir of the Kolhapur
State, which is now merged in Devaged Taluka of Sindhudurge
district in Korken,?

The House of Jasbhekars :

The House of Jambhekars, who belong to the Xarhada
subecaste of Maharashtra Bralmins, has been rosident of the
shove mentioned village Pombhurla for more than four hundred
years, as can be gsthered from its genealogical troc.’

The two main branches of this House are traditionally
xrown as = (1) The Mahajams who mostly followed civil
occupations, and (14) the Bhats who generslly pursued the
priestly and learned oceupations .‘

The Bhat Branch i

An 0ld ancestoxr of the Bhat dranch- Ganesh Bhate
by name, was a distinguished Pandit at the court of
Chhatrapati Sambhafi, during the last quarter of the 17th
century; wvhile « opal Bhat « the great grand«father of Bal
Shastri vho sought the patronage of the Raja of Sawentwedi
sbout the smme period, was fortunate enough t> secure for
him, a modest hereditary ' atan' (landed pronerty) in that
state as - Raja-Puranik = which continues ¢ be held by his
descendants to this day, His son Venkatesh or "hau Shat was
also a famous “uranik who was specially invited for sometime



by Copiksbai, the widow of the illustrious Peshwa Balaid

Bajiras, to recite the Samskrit Puranas to her st Nasik,’

And Bal Shastri's father, Cangadhar Phat who on
account of his Shastric lore seems to dDe Datter known as
Gangadhar Shastri was also a well-known “uranik of his day,
whose regqular seasonal recitetions at Rajspur and elsevhere
brought him an income of hundreds of rupecs from his devoted
suwdiences in those timaes, s, Wowever, he had & support a
number of younger brothers with their growing brood, it
sppesrs thst he left the 0ld 'Waten' to them at “rwantwadi,
and returned to Pombhurla about the beginain: of the 19th
century ¢» pass his later days; thou:h he nmormally stayed at
hgjspur, which, as a centre of wealth and lenrnin~ nearhy,
proved more hospitable to Mm.6

Gangadhar Shastri wes raspected by the peonle at
large as much for hia plety and charity as for his Samskrit
learning, Bel Shastri's mother, Saguna Bai, kind and
affectionate Dy nature had, as a devoted wife, sccompanied
Gangadhar Shastri on his pilgrimage to holy Benares, wvhere
she had the good fortune to quit this mortal world after a
short illness in 1830, when she was probably fifty years old,
She left dehind her two sons =nd two dsudhters, all of whom
( except Bal Shastri ) were not only married, hut hal become
parents thamselves, Narayan Shastri, the eldost son, followed
the fanily profession of the Puranik, But he died, when he
was under forty, It is rather a ssd irony of fate that such a
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good and pious man as Gengadhar Shastri should have lived

mt only to mourn the death of his wife and the eldest son,
but also the demise of his elder dsughter Ladu Bai who was
married ¢4 “smechandra Shastri Janavekar, probably a native
of Sawantwadi before she was apparently twenty-five,
Jangadhar Shastri also passed sway in 1840, when he was sbout
sixty=-five, He left behind him one younjger dnu-hter«Chima Bai
married to Vishmu Bhat Yogi of Malwan ary! one youn-or son =
Bal Shastri,”

we get, thus, a fair glimpse of the whole famnily of
which Bal Shastri was the youngest child and the bdrightest

ammt..s

Balshastri's Birth

we have not yet basn adble to trace the etact nlace
and date of birth of Bal Shastri, but it is quite certain
that he was horn in Southarn Konkan in the vicinity of
Sayentwadi and Pomdbhurla, his old ancestral homes.~ most
probably in the latter half of the year 1812 AD,, for we

are not in possession of any oopy of his hamcwa.'

But on the strength of the original smplication
submitted to the Bombay Native Education Societv by Bal
Shastri himself on the 20th February 1830, vherein he clearly
says, "My age 1s now seventeen vesrs', we csn dofinitely
conclude that he was born in all nrodbability s meotime in the
latter half of the year ].BM."o



Early Life and Trainiag @

Thouch there is no clear sccount of his childhood
and early training, still taking into account his own
extrsordinary natural gifts snd the atmosphere of Brahmanic
culture in which he was dorn and bhroucht wp, we can fom a
fair picture of his early life,

In those days, there was no pwlic slementary school
in his netive village, hence it is clear that he recoived all
his imstruction from the slders of the family 2nd under the
dirsct Juidance of his revered father, It has boen acknowledged
‘on all hands that the child was not only hichly talented but
alss highly talented and very attentive to its own lessons

from its infancy, Naturally, the child must have picked up the
three R's in Marathi Defore it was eicht, Ye must have been
exceptionally cuick at mental arithmetic an? als» taken special
care in reading and writing the Balbodha and (o321 serints, in
which excellent permanship was particularly velued in those
times, He Deing gifted son of a learned Shastri or “uranik

was initiated from its infancy into Sanskrit love, “ccordinsly,
Bal Shastri must have antered upon his Vaidik and Samskrit
lessons, aspecially after the ‘lpaneyan Ceremony', cenerslly

performed at the age of seven or eiche,}!

There was theft no printed books in eithar Sanakrit
or arathi.}? herefore, Bal Shastri must hasve studied the
lessons from the Sanskrit mamuscripts especially the Pothis,



Moreover, he must have made acquaintance with the literature
in Marathi consisted mostly of poetry- particularly prized
works of Dnyaneshwar, Ekanath, Tukaran and Remades, Veman
and Moropent - and the Marathi prose chronicles or Bhakhars,

Bal Shastri, even in his early years, was looked
upon as an shle Sanskrit scholary hence {t is clear that he
must have mastered classical literature like ’mar-Kosha ard
Laghu-Kaumudi along with the famous PancheMahnkavyas Ddefore
he was even twelve or thirteen, It is, moraover, quite
probable that he could recite st -this early acge many a
Sanskrit stotra and most of the Bhagawat-Gita and was able
to expound select narratives from the Sanskrit "uranas in a
falr yvay, Naturally, reading and recitations in ifferent
sudbjects probably sbsorbed the greater part of his leisure,
an? we need hardly wonder that endowed with a marvellous
memory and intelligence, the boy should have soon developed
into the prodigy that he wes considered to be in later lifel’

BEnglish Education

If the young lad had growm uwpto menhood in these
rursl surroundings of the Konkan, Bal Shastri would have
been little more than a learned Sanskrit ~andit or Pursnik
like his father, But destined to lay the foundations of a
new epoch 4in Yestern India he was then luckily takem to
Bombay to receive the new learning, which enshled him in due
course to be the forsmost leader of the Presidency and work
for the salvation of his countrymen, $



It is desirable here ®© notae that after the
establishment of British rule in Msharsshtra, fSombay becmme
the capital city of the Presidency, Naturally its politicel
importance increased as well =23 it became the important
centre of English education and vesterm knowledge becsuse of
1iberal sttitude of Mountstuart Flphimstone, But still, in
these times, even the inhabitants of Zombay were not willing
to send their children o the Znglish 3chocl, lest should de
converted to christionity, Moreover, these were still olden
times when there was neither the steamship mor the railway
plying on the western coasty the °‘Padav' (ordinacy sailing
vessal), the bullocke~cart or the horse bein: the ceneral
means of locomotion, trawvelling in distant parts of the eountry
wns both difficult and hagardous, It weas alto-ather impossible
for the ordinary parents in the mofussil ever to think of
sending their children ¢> the great cosmopolitan seeat of the
Fresidency, unless they had some of their oyn Xith and Xin
1ivin; their, who would be willing to providing for them the
essential facilities of board and lodging, '3

Now fortumately for youny Pal Shagtri, Bapu Chhatre,
the ssalous Native 3ecretary of the 3ociety, who had a very
high regard for Gangadhar Shastri, both for his learning and
piety, induced him to keep his wery talented and promising
son under his own cere and smow:sion.“

Thus, it saopears pretty certain that Bal Shaseri

came t0 Bombay by the and of 1823 and joined socilety's Encglish
School from the beginnin, of the year 1326.“
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The Bombay Native School Book And School Society
was established in August 1822 mainly because of Elphine-
tone's encouragmment, Its first English School which wes
started im July 1824 had perhaps less thean forty boys of
all deseription and tasujht by a single English master with
the help of a couple of youngy monitors trainod by him, Pal
Shastri, belonged to the second batch of st -dents of this
school, s Pal Shastri was extremely sherp sand stulious,
naturelly he became the pet of his class from the very
beginning snd received prises at each annual eamination at
the hands of two successive overmors, the FHorourable
Mountstuart Fl-hinstone and Sir John Maleolm, in 1827 and
1828 respectively, Not only this but from the end of 1328
he was appointed as a monitor on Rs , 13/- ner month, to teach
Mathematics and Geography to the pupils readin: im the
Pilish School,}8

within the period of only four year's (1926-1830)
Bal Shastri conmpleted his educstion in English school, If
we corefully exsuine the school curriculum a2nd the very
limited staff of the imatitution st this perind, we cannot
but conclude that young Bal Jhastri must have been an
exceptionally versatile and sealous student, vhoce attaine-
ments in various subjects were very much of his own making,
It should de noted here that in those days axcent Pnclish
and Geography, other subjects like Marathi, S=anskrie,
Mathematics, OCujarathi, Benoali and "ersian were never taucht
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in the BEaglish school as & pert of its curriculum, Apd yet ,
Bal Shastri had the ambition to cultivate them independently,
with such aid as was aveilsble to him in his cultural
surroundings, He hed made good pawgress in Senskrit and
Marathi even before he had joined the Baglish School, while
he prosecuted his English studies under his Fnilish masters
and also under his kind guardisn Bspu Chhatre, It is also
worth mentionin; here that vaery little of Mathanatics was
done regularly in the English school and as such Bal Shastri
must hove mastered the different branches of this subject on
his own initiative, His study of GCufarathi, Ben:ali and
Persian was entirely a meatter of his personsal predilection
as this knowlefige was deaned very valusble in view of the
mixed nmative populetion of Bombay,l’

As Bal Shastri was recomised on all hands as @
highly gifted youth, head and shoulders sbove his young
contemoraries, even 3 /,X.aliss Bapu Chhatre, his quardian
and an sble Native Secretary of the B,N,”.Socicty, thought
of soon retirinc in his favour and accordingly he retired
in the yesr 1830,3°

As Native Secretery of the Bumbay Native Educetion Society:

2ftar the retirement of 3,K.Chhatre from the post
of Native Sceretary to the society in Mareh 1830, Bal
Shastri wes inmediately appointed as Deputy “ecretary, but
only two years later 4.,2.,in March 1832, he had Aistincuished
himself as a hioghly talented Rative Secretary to the Society,
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As & Native Secretary, Bal Shagtri had ¢to attend

mot only to his clericel work, but besides doing some

teachin; in the English School, he was required to intersst
himself in the labours of the Translating Committee of which
Mr.Money and Cspt,Molesworth were important neumbers, In feaet,
Bal Shastri had been already introduced to this type of work
by Cspt.Jervis since 1823, when the Retter translated with

his help, lord Brougham's ‘Scientific Treatisec on the
Objects®, ? Advanta es and Pleasures of Xmowledce', Consequently
during the course of the nmt two years (1830-32) , Bal
Shastri translated snd prepared for the press two small
Marathi books 'Nitie-Xatha' partly adopted from Bengali and
‘Sara~3amgreha’partly adopted from Fnglish ‘Catechism on
General Knowledge'and slso translated Goldsmith's ‘iistory of
gland, a much bigjer work under the advice of Mr. Moneyy
wvhich had been the recognised as a text=book in the schools,??

As if these various official duties were not enouch
to absord his ensrjies, young Bal Shastri u' a very promising
Inglish and orientsl scholar, wes soon introduced by his
loving chief lir,toney, to the most advanced cisrcle of
European Scholars in Bombay, wherady he came to be selected
along with the Buropean Sceretary, Mr,J.S2.Lew, as the Native
Secretary to the 'Oriental Tramslation Committoe of the Bembay
Sranch, Royal Asiatic Society’, which had just been formed in
the year 1831, Taking into consideration all these literary
and public activities one can easily imagine the wide mental



64

outlook and social enthusiasm with which Bal Shastri wes
imbued even in those early years,

Establ istment of 'The Bombay Durpun‘(1832)

Bal Shastri‘s strong dDeneficent and patriotie urge
induced him to undertake a fer more mbitious and uwseful
enterprise st the end of year 1831, T™is was the cgtablishe
ment of the first Angloevernacular weekly in “ontern Indis,
called the ‘Bombay Durpun', with the cbject of promoting
sonst the Natives, the study of Puropesn literature and
the diffusion of Puropesn knowledce,

From the letter addressed to Goverment on the Ind
Jamaary 1832, requesting them to aubscribe for a few coples
of the forth~coming newspeper, it appears that it wms the
joint enterprise of three young signatories ~ Rajghunath
Hurrychuderjes, Janardan Wassoodewjee, and Bal Shastri, Of
these, Bal Shastri was Xrowe to be the Editor of the Bombay
Durpun, while ‘aghunash Hurrychunderjee, senior to him by
shout eight years and an sdble servant in the military
Accounts Department, seams to have been mainly rosronsible
for che financial and business side of the papery; and
Janardan assodewjee, his clever school « comanion,
prodably helped mainly to tramslate into Marathi the Pnglish
colunns edited by Bal :*mm:t.”

It began as a fortnihtly mblication, from Priday,
the 6th January 1832, and was converted into s weekly fyom
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the 6th May of the same year; without any incresse in its
rate of subscription, which wes six Rupees per quarter,
The Durpun wes printed for the first few years in one or
two printing presses owned by others, until it could set wp
its own ostablistment, a few yesrs later,}

The Durpun was rether & views psper than a new
pmer, the editorial articles and notes being distinetly
informative and educative, The youn; Editor's remarkadle
command over a difficult foreion tongue at once inpressed
his contemporaries, and the paper soon estsblishod itself
as 8 sane and influential orgen of native opinion in the
country,3¢ Its eirculation was sbout 300 copics by the end
of the year, which in those days wes desned fairly respe~
ctable, as compared with that of other pspers even under
Buropean management, e,J.the circulation of 'Bombay Courier’
and ‘Bombay Gagzettee' was about 300,

'The Oriental Christian Spectator’ in its issue of
March 1833, passed the f1llowing remark about tha journal

“The Durpun is a hiohly respectable and useful
paper in Marsthi and English,Poth {ts original
end selected articles are well fitted ®o inform,
expand and correct the native mind, ™ouch we
sometimes do nOt agree with the editorial remarks,
we adnire the temper with wvhich they are given,
and the fairness of the arena which is in general
afforded for the different Combatants ete,*



when it is remembered that v, John Wilson was the editor
of this welleknown christian journal, this expression of
opinion must be considered hish praise indeed,?s

Bal Shastri continued to edit the Bambay Durpun
weekly for eight and a hslf years i,e,from Jemiary 1832 ¢o
June 1840, in the full spirit of patristic sarvice, without
sccepting any remunerstion, Even then it wes mot possidle
5 make it self~-suprorting, and 3o the propriectors ultimately
decided to incorporate it with a paper named the United
Sexrvice Gamette and literary Chronicle from lst of July wto%‘
Thus the publication of the Bombay Durpun cesssd since July
1840,

Tator to the Raja of Akulkote (Dee,1832«Nov, 1834) 2

Bal Shestri changed his yvemue for a short time, His
Highness Maharaja Pratapsinh of Satarea had requested the
Govermont of Pombay some time ago, to secure a competent
English Tutor for his youn; ward, Prince Shshaji Bhonsle of
Akulkote, But as such an able hand was not easy to f£ind,
young Bal Shastri texporarily offerod himself for the post?’

After getting due sanction from the .overment of
Bombay and Bombay Nstive Education Society, Bal Shastri left
Bombay snd reached Satara by the 13th December 1332 and then
he resched Nculkote probably sbout the 10th of Jamuary 1833
along with His Royal Highness, The young Bal chastri wes just
tyenity years old vhen he took wp this new avnointment,



There is little doudt thet he worked as tutor t5 the young
Prince to the entire satisfaction of his auperiom.” while
shouldering this responsibility he proved to bHe not only
very able, but alsc tactful and agreeadle to all,

Bal Shestri's Sojourm at Akulkote wos destined ¢o
be a moteyorthy stage in his dmestic life, Muring this
period, his yvoun:; wife aged nearly sixteen soans to have
died in child«birth about the year 1833 leaving behind her
an only male infact nmmed Pandharinath, After the death of
his firast wife, Bal Shastri married a young :irl aged less
than ten, called Chima Tai ( To be known henceforth as
Sundara Bai) in the same yenr, She was the dauchter of
Ssdashiv Krishna Devasthali of the district of Sholapur,®

This connection with Pandharpur, moreover, seems o
have exerted a decisive religious influence on the nind of
Bal Shastri, in e much as, his practice of daily 'Shajam’
or recitation of devotionsl songe in the evening no less
than his deep interest in the Dnysneshwari, in his later
years, may be properly traced to the same auum,”

Even vhen staying at such a far off place in the
mofussil, 1t sppears thet he kept himself in touch with the
Bombay Durpun by contributing to fits English colunns mow
and then, He also took intarest in the tramslation work of
the Bomday Native Education Society and his own Marathi
translation of the second volume of Goldmmith's iistory of
English having passed through the press during this very



period, Fot only this, but he alsc pursued his various
studies with unabated meal « the stuvly of Sanskrit 3hastras,
Mathemetics and Agtronomy, s & scholar interested in Indien
history and entiquities, he wes also boumd %0 pay occssional
visits to Papdharpur, Sholapur and Bijspuc, the most
important historic places of the vicinity in the southern

Maratha mmy.”'

Agsistant Professor in Elphinstons Institution, Sombay ,
( detober 1834 )

Hountstuart Elphinstons, the first .overnor of
Bombay retired in 1827, The public of the Rambay “residemey
;enerously contributed a sum of about Rupees tywo and a half
lacs to commenorate his name by comstituting the 'Tiphinstone
Praofessorships Fund® wvhich was 0 De utilized for imperting
hicher education in western literature and science to the
advanced students of the Bombay Native Education 3ociety,
But this scheme practically developed in ’pril 1534, vhen
Jovermment agreed t> add 9,22,000/~ per year to the smme
Fund and laid dowm certain o>nditions, Aceordingly, an
inetitution to be called Kiphinetone College was established>?

The first Professors were to be selected by Mounts
stuart Elphinstone himself and thereafter by the Managing
Council of the institution, In pursuance of this schane,
Elphinstone selected two scholars by the middle of 19%
AGB Orlebar, M,A,, as Professor of Mathematics and Natural



Philoscphyy and John Harkness,M.R, as “rofessor of English
Litersture and Philosophy, But they asctually arrived inm
Bombay in March and July 1833, efter a long voyage-round
the Cape of wod hope, I’

Meantime, Bal Shastri had been appointod as the
Seninr Assistant Professor on Re 130/- per mensem before

October 1834, Accordingly Pal Shastri left “kulkote to join
this new situation and reached Rombay in Novacber 1934,

Ag the idea of the Elphinstone College was mot very
clear in the minds of its promoters st the bogirming, the
Native Education Society had already imported two excellent
Scottish Schoolemasters - John Bell, A, and willism
Henderson, A M, ~ on 8,300/~ per mensen, in November 1834 to
mect the neods of the higher classes in its Central English
School, The abler students having been already well-provided
with scholerships could not be induced to join the eollege,
In the result, the newly arrived “rofessors hal t- remain
practically idle for the first three years ~ the-e being only
three students to attend their classes 4

This peculiasr situstion, however, Lmensaly helped
the younj Assistant Professor Bal Shastri to enlarge his owm
Mathematical sttaiments in particular, under Prof .Orhbur!’
As a result, he was offered a salary of Ry ,300/- per mensem
in the yeer 1837,
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Now, with & view to reecruting more puwpils for the
College classes, a college school was foundald on lst “oril
1838, with Bal Shastri ss its hesd,’® a1l shestri conducted
this school with his usual seal and marked woility,

Unfortunately, during this period internal rivelry
increased betweon the Central English School and the
Elphinstone College 1,8, the two mmbitious scottish school
masters on ons hand and the two learned Elphinstone Professors
on the other hand, This tussle went on for two more years
which hampered the progress of the imstitution, Under such
circumstances to awvoid such rivalry and to achiove objects
of hiher education, union Detween the two irstitutions-i.e,
the Central Fnglish School "nd the Elphimstone Collecoe- wes
affected in the middle of the year 1840, Thus, the collee as
a separate institution was suspended; while the school, amd
the Professorial classes were united under the title -
‘Rlphinstone Native Pducation xmumm'.”

Ja overmment wes contributing far moc-e thean the
society towards the total sducational expenditure, it created
a8 new 'Board of Education’ in the year 1840. This Board
mansged all the funds of both Elphimnstone Professorships and
the Bombay Native Fducstion Sociaety, And the Flphinstone
Professors, now sppointed by the Govermment, ware also o
act 88 Superintendents 1,e,%lucetionsl Inspectors of schools
in the nofusail, in close touch with the District Collectors,
In this wey, overment through the hoard and the board
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throuch the "rofessors, directly controlled the Elphinstone
Institution as well as public and aided schools » Pnalish
and Vernacular - in the Cambay *’rnwm.”

The Board of Rducation created a comuittee in the
ysar 1841 to look after the internal management and
discipline of the Elphinstone Institution,’® This Conmittee
consisted of the two Profeseors as ex-officio marbers and
three nenmdes nominated by the Board, Those nominated members
were Assistant “rofessor Bal Shagtri, Ibrshin Muckba and the
Soclety's Secretary Dr,Bird who also worked as Chairman of
the Committea, Thus it &3 to De observed that Bal Shastri vas
the only Indian Assistant Professor working in the Elphinstone
Institution till 1841,

Educationasl Superintendent

The Poard of Education divided the Coverment
District vernacular schools of the Bombay Presidency into
three Tivisions : (1) Deccan and Xhandesh, (2) Northern
Konken and Gujarst (3) Southern Maratha Country, “r,.Fisadle
(Head Master of the English School at “oona) continued to
Superintendent over the lst Division, "rofessor “rledar had
been recuested %0 inspect in the I Division and Bal
Gangadhar Shastri, ’ssistant Professor, to perform a similar
duty in regard to schools of the 3rd Division,%?

Thus, it is clear that as soon ss the "oard of
Education was created, Bal Shastri hapnened to bha the firse
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Indian to act a8 Superintendent (or Educational Inspector

of later years) in charge of one of the three main Divisions
of the whole Presidency, along with the two lcadiny Furopean
educationalists of the day, which was certainly a unique
honour for such a young man, He was thus in charge of the
schosls in the Southern Maratha Country snd Komkan for four
yvears (1041-184%) carrying on his smmual imspection for sbout
four months at the end of the year, after working during the
rest of the perind as “ssistant Professor in Banbay, The
Reports of the Board of Tducation for all these four years
are full of lsudable references t his sealous cxertions in
the ecause of oducation, and his own anmael reports are highly
important as being the oldest records of the s>cial axd
educational conditions of the Districts !

'Dig=Darshan’ A Marathi monthly i

During this period, while working s Nssistant
Profassor in Elphimstone College, Bal Shastri lecided to
bring out s Marathi monthly magagine in S“ombsy entitled as-
D4g Durshun®, It was the first of its kind mot only in
Marathi lanjusge but also in any of the vernaculars of the
“residency, e firat mmber of the magasine was published
on 1lst of May 1840, e can not say how long did it emactly
contimee? But with the help of availasble sources, it sppears
fairly certsain that it vas a in existence for some four

years if not more,
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Professor of Mathematics and Astroncomy @

Bal Shestri Jambheksr secved as Professor of
Mathematics =nd Astromomy for two years i,e,from 1842 to

1844 in Fiphinstone Institution, Prof ,Bal Shastri wes
versatile and cepadble srouch to irs truet the pupils in
Arts as well as Science,

Eninent scholars have accepted the f£act that his
mathematical talents and sttaimments were of such a hich
order that he could have been Suly equated with a senior
wrangler of his time, 42 MNaturally, he wes anpointed as
Acting Professor of Methematics in place of "rof , Oriddar,
who proceeded to Europe on sick furlough for two years {,.e,
from April 1842 to April 1844,

While shouldering the responsibility, during this
period, Bal Shastri proved his abilities by preparing well
known students in Mathematics like Atmaram Pandurang and
Dadsbhal Nowrojee, Not only this even Prof,Orlebar also
axpressed his utmost satisfaction at the mamor in wvhich
the classes hava been broujht foryerd by Bal Shastri during
his period of absence,

In this context a mteworthy testimony may de
recopded here, In the year 1841, Vishnoo Nursinha Joshee,
a conpetent Sanskrit scholar, who was sppointed Professore
elect of Astromomy in the loesl Samakrit Colleqe, Poona and
who had received the 'Opttum'(Best)diploma in “atronomy, wes
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specially deputed to Bombay, with 8 view to modernizing the
‘Jyotish' or Astromomical Branch of the Imstitution, for
shout two years, to study under Prof , Orlebar and Bal %hastri
the hijher branches of “uropean Mathematics and stroromy.

As a matter of f£act, however, deing ignorant of the English
1anguage, he received sll his imstruction directly under

Bal Shastri, In thi= context, it sopears prettyv certain that
as he had to teach these very sudjacts to the Trofessor -
elect of Astronomy throuch the vernacular, Bel Shastri wrote
and published his unique Marathi books on the Theory of
Equations and the Differential and Integral Cslcoculue, jwt
about this time, Be it moted, therefore, to the lasting
credit of Bal Shastri, that he actually produce? excellent
Marsthi bo ks on hicher Mathamatice mocre than a century ag,
by coining a new terminologyy while our learmed scholars have
been only wrangling for the last many years on the feasibility
of using the marsthi medium of instruction for higher

studies 43

Bal Shastri was a profound teacher of Astronomy as
of Mathematics., While acting as a “rofessor of Nathamatics
in the Elphimetone College during the period batween 1842
and 1844, he also discharged the duties of Astronomicsal
Instructor, In that cspacity, he wes evidently in charge of
the Meteorological observatory at colsbs, vhere Xero
Ixkshuman Chhatre his own old adle pwil was working, and
who later rose on to be a distincuished Professor of Mathema
tics »nd ‘stronomy at the Deccan College of Paona.“
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Egtablishment of the Fommal Class ¢

One of the main odbjects of the Bomday liative
Education Society wes the improvement of teacherm for the
vernaculer schools, and there had beem several unsuccessful
sttampts in that direction at wvarious periods and at
different places in the Pombay Fnsi.dmy.‘s Tharefore, a
more systematic attempt wes made by the Board of Education
and sccordingly, the Normal Class was opened in "oril 1843
at BHombay under the direction of Bal Shastri, t> give a
sphere of action t> the talents,

Govermment started the Formal cless, in the first
instance, as an experiment for three years, relving chiefly
on the recommendation and enthusiastic co-operation of Bal
Shastri, This shows the high expectatioms the hoard of
sducation had from the lasbours of Pal Shastri, "o shoulder
this rew responsibility, Bal Shastri wes relievod since 1848
not only of his teaching work in the Elphinstone Institution,
but also of his suwerintendantship of the 3rd division,
Raturally, he fully occupled himself in superintending the
Noxmal class sstablishment and in the preparation of class
Rooks for the use of vermacular schools 46

But unfortunately, he died all of 2 sudden at the
end of the very first year i,e.0n the 17th Hay 134647
hecordingly, when it was decided t5> close the Nopmal Class
in the year 1548, the Board of Fducation statel in its anmual
Report, ‘above all from the untimely death of the able amd
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asalous Diroctor under wvhom the class wes oricsinally placed!
that 'the advantages expected from the seperiment at Bombay
weare ot realised‘ .“

The Last Scens

The last sppointment held by Bal Shastri in his
educational career was that of the Director of the Fommal
class, comdbined with the post of the Nwerintandent of the
Govermment vernacular schools in a division of the Presidency,
He himself had induced Covermment to eatablish tha MYommal
Class~ as he looked won the profession of a toacher as one
for wvhich special training was necessary, "he clnss yes
started from %oril 1843 as an experient to be tried for three
yvears, With a view to making it a success and qualifving the
young men as « teachers~ in the real sense of the temm, he
had jone through almost every work axtant in the nilish
lancuage at the time, on the subject of Nomal schools, and
obtained informetion arout the working of such institutioms
in the different parts of Furope, nd in all that he 414 in
this direction, he was inspired by no other idea than to
train s mmder of young men, who might be sent sut into the
mofussil mot only as teachers, but also ss pionecers of
anlichtement, Accordingly, Bal Shastri trisd ¢o inculeate
in the minds of his pupils this ;jreat ides of wirking like~
the Wshis of olde selfiessly and gealously for the
snlichtemment and cood of the people, He himsel? was no
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service-geakaer, he had ever looked won his own educational
career as a velusble oprortunity to serve his country and

dmprove his cammcn.‘”

But as fate would have it, Balshastri vwas suiddenly
removed from this earthly scens of his demeficent sctivity,
while he was still forming plans for the future, A few
details of his last illness can be gsthered frum the Bombay
Times of the 20th of May 1846, wherein we are told that, =
‘he cought fever (typhus) in a four of investisation through
the Konkan, where neither medicine nor medicel attendance
was procursble, He returned to the Presidency on Tuesday
(12th May) in a very dangerous state, and gradually sank
before the attacks of the malady yhich on Jundar aftermoon
(17th Mey) proved fatel to him,'30 Mr Bhewalkar, in his
‘Pragment' furnishes one more important detsils of his last
scene, He tells us that Dr Morshead, the first Principal of
the Grant Medicsl College snd other famous physicians of
Sombay did their best to save his precious 1life, hut that
ell their efforts proved of m avail, %}

All contanporary papers in Western India of the Asy-
English, Marathi and Oujsrathi made the most foeling
refevences to the great tragedy in their odbitusry rmotices,
‘It is with feelings of the deepest regret', wrote the Bombey
Courier, the oldest English paper in Vestern India,

* that we anmmounce the death of Bal Cancadhar

Shastri, Esq.,J.P. Assintant “rofessor in the



Elphinstone Institution,..., The deceased was
second %o no native of India in matural talents,
and these have been highly cultiveted, His
acquirements were as deep as they were axtersive,
snd his untimely death will be felt and deplored,
mt only by the native cammuaity, ¢> vhom he was
an honour and ornmment, but by every Turopean who
had the privilege of his scquaintance, or wes
cognisemt of his worth,"33

we can thus essily imagine vhat a tremendous shock the very
" premature and untimely death of Bal Shastri must have ceused
not only ¢ his own family, dut ¢5 the vhole community of
Bombeay and “estern Indias,

Unfortunstely, Bal Shastri died in the midst of
his wvasluable career, He died too sarly at tho ace of thirty-
three, Yot within his short span of life so many remarkeble
achievaments were recorded to his credit,
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