
CHAPTER SIX* MILITARY ADMINISTRATION
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The Yadavas had a well organised military administration. 

As the glory of the empire depended upon their capacity to 
conquer new provinces, great importance was given to the 
military administration. This was further necessitated by the 
regular wars of the contemporary dynasties.

The king was the supreme lord of the military forces.
This was not just in theory# but was actually in practice. 
Bhillama-V personally led military campaigns against the 
Hoysalas, Jaitugi against the Kakatiyas, and the Singhana 
against the Malavas and the Gurjars.

A large number of military officers were appointed by 
the king and were placed in various centres of the empire.
Even thecivil officers like the Mahapradhanas, sarvadhikaris# 
were proficient in military duties# probably military 
experience was the most important qualification even for the 
civil officers. Thus Hemadri, Jalhana, Chaundisetti,
Mallisetti and a large number of others distinguished themselves 
both in military and civil administration of the Yadava empire. 
Among the important military officers mention should be made 
of Senadhipati# Sakalasainyadhipati# Rauta and Dalavayi.*
There was no caste restriction for the appointment in the army. 
Singhanas general Kholesvara and Rama were Brahmans, and

* Narasimha Murt^r The Sevunas of Devagiri pp. 157-58.
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Savanta Thakkura were Kshatriyas, Chaundisetti, Mallisetti 
and Aryakallisetti were Vaishyas. Probably Shudras also were 
appointed to high positions in the army.

The Yadava military power was built of two parts. While
the imperial army stationed at the imperial capital of Devagiri
was groomed and brought up by the imperial treasury, the
feudatory armies were the concern of the Yadava feudatories and
were required to stand by the imperial army at their back and
call. When Singhana launched his last invasion on Gujarat the
ruler of Lata gave all his support.^- When Raraachandras attack

on Hoysala country, a major battle took place at Belavadi only
four and a half miles north of Dorasamudra. By order of Yadava
a certain Tikkama of that Saluva family, which became famous
in the vijayanagara empire, had led a huge expedition into
the heart of the Hoyasala country, and encamped within an
hour's ride of their capital. He was accompanied amongst

2others by Irungola Chola and Mahamandalesvara Immadi Devarasa
3of Setuvina-rajya. Singhana had planned to annex the kingdom 

but when he realised the impossibility of the task, he 
released the Kakatiya prince Ganapati from prison and 
permitted him to rule as his feudatory. Ganapati enjoyed 
long reign of more than sixty years during the earlier part of 
which he continued to be loyal to his overlord, it seems that 
he participated in the northern campaigns of Singhana for one
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of his inscriptions dated 1228 A.D. states that he had 

defeated the Latas. and also collaborated with Singhana during

4one of his Gujarat expeditions.

Composition of the Army

The Yadava army comprised infantry, cavalry, and the 

elephant force. Chariots do not seem to have formed a part of 

the army. But of all these branches of their military force the 

Yadavas seem to have possessed a long tradition of maintaining 

an efficient elephant force. Prom the Suktimuktavali of 

Jalhana reference about elephant force of Yadava military 

administration can„J>e cited.*

i i <h U'-cm ‘z&mt&vd

IFdoFwT

* Introduction to the Suktimuktavali. w 5-9
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The Yadavas were not slow to take advantage of the

unsettled condition of the northern country to extend their
power and territory, Mallugi seems to have been engaged in a
war with Vijana, A person of the name of Dada was commander
of his troops5 of elephants and is represented to have gained
some advantages over the army of the Kalachuri prince. He had
four sons of the names of Mahidhara# Jahla# Samba, and
Gangadhara. Of these Mahidhara succeeded his father and is
spoken of as having defeated the forces of Vijjana. But the
acquisition of the empire of Chalukyas was completed by
Mallugi's son Bhillama. He captured a town of the name of
Srivardhana from a king who is called Antala# vanquished
in battle the king of Pratyandaka# put to death the ruler
of Mangalaveshtaka of the name of Villana and having obtained
the sovereignty of Kalyana# put to death# the lord of Hoysala
who was probably the Hoysala Yadava Narasimha# the father of
Vira Ballala. The Commander of his elephants was Jahla# the
brother of Mahidhara# and he is represented to have rendered
Bhillama's power firm. He led a maddened elephant skilfully
into the army of the Gurjara king, struck terror into the

*

hearts of Malla# frightened the forces of Mallugi# and put
6an end to the victorious career of Munja and Anna. When in 

this manner Bhillama made himself master of the whole country 
to the north of the Krishna# he founded the city of Devagiri 
and having got himself crowned made that city his capital.
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This took place about the Saka year 1109.

Jahlana# son of Lakshmideva# who had succeeded his
father, assisted Krishna diligently by his counsels in
conjunction with his younger brother. He was commander of
the troops of elephant and as such fought with Krishna's 

7enemies. He compiled an anthology of select verses from 
Sanskrit poets called Suktimuktavali.

Krishna's successor Mahadeva# however# again invaded
8Konkan with an army consisting of a large number of elephants. 

Somesvara was completely defeated on land. Jahlana was not 
the only exception in this regard# as his performance was 
repeated by Hemadri# the author of the Chaturvarga-Chintamani.

Hemadri# superintendent of all the elephant-riders# 
inspiring men to appreciate the fineness of his virtues# 
conqueror of the province of Jhadi# crest-jewel of minister# 
a Rohana mountain of the gems of virtues# is exercising the 
administration of the whole kingdom which has been obtained 
by his favour and controlling the whole treasury.

The commander of the cavalry forces was known as 
Pattasahanadhipati. Peyiya sahani# the general of Bhillama-V 
held two posts of Pattasahanadhipati and Ghodeya-raya.^
Inscription from Mutgi of Bhillama-V refers that Haying 
widespread fame, being renowned for his fortunes# a lord of
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the Royal Horse# peyiya sahani# a king of cavalry# a Radheya
(Kama) to the needy# has gained a name for himself. His
general and arrow to the hearts of foes, oppressing by
his Rahu-like arms the moons that are hostile kings# a
clestial tree to all sages and friends has become glorious,
a distinguished master of the Horse# Malla against the valient
enemy who shows on the stage of battle the ferocity of Mari
(Durga) or the deadly demon# a mass of poison# the light of
grim lion# the heat of lightning, the swelling of the wrath
of the destroyer and the fire of the frontal eye of mara's
foe (Siva) is constantly applied the prowess of arm of the
illustrious master of the Horse Mall. In Mahadeva*s reign#

10Beyi-deva, Kannara's master of horse fell in battle in 
1264 above statement is given in Devanagere Taluqs 
inscription.

The commander-in-chief of the army was designated as 
Mahaprachandandanayaka or Senadhipati. It has already been 
pointed out above that Yadava Dandanayaka or Dandanatha 
combined in himself both the military and administrative 
functions.

The accountrements of the Soldiers

An interesting description of the Deccanese array is 
contained in a military review given by Somadevasuri in his 
Yasastilakachampu^ as follows:
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Somadeva writes that the infantry wore red pagaris 
tapering upto a horn like point in the middle which made 
them look like a row of unicorns. They had closely shaven 
faces. They wore necklaces of three bands of multicoloured 
beads over their covered necks. Their iron bracelets were 
shaped like snakes and daggers adored their waists. Their 
clothes were tied up at the loins. They wielded many weapons 
with skill and were accompanied by bards who sang of their 
former deeds of valour and roused them to fresh endeavour 
and achievement. The soldiers' ideal was a lofty one. It 
was to win or to die. To flee from the battle-field was to 
incur indelible infamy.

Sufficient evidence is lacking in regard to the
strength of the Yadava army. Only a few notices are met with
in records. But even these stray notices are enough to point
out to the existence of formidable Yadava army. When
Bhillama-V invaded the Hoysala territory in 1191 A.D, his
army is said to have consisted of an infantry of 2,00,000

12men and a cavalry of 12,000 horses. Although the battle of
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Soratur resulted in the defeat of Bhillama-V, a Hoysala record 
could not conceal a reference to the brave warriors of the 
Yadava army. Singhana is said to have possessed numerous 
horses. The Singhana records of Sorab Taluqs refer that 
Simhanadeva's officerscame with an army of 30,000 horses and 
captured the hill fort of Gutti that is Chandragutti in 
1239. An inscription from Harihara refers to the vast army 
of Bhillama-V as consisting of 20,000 soldiers and 12,000 
cavalry when Ramachandra invaded the Hoysala Narasimha-III 
in 1275 along with his allies Tikkama and Irungola Chola
had a huge expedition into the heart of the Hoysala country.

13A record relates that they brought 12,000 horses with 
them, and if that estimate is anywhere near the truth, the 
army must have been formidable. Narasinha however, was 
able to muster a force which put the Yadava to flight and 
chase him as far as Dumme.

In the year 1294 or Saka 1216 Alla-ud-din Khilji took 
a small army of 8,000 men and marched straight to the South 
till he reached Ellichpur, and then suddenly turning to the 
west appeared in a short time before Devagiri. The king never 
expected such an attack and was consequently unprepared to 
resist it. According to one account Ramachandra was even 
absent from his capital. He hastily collected about 4,000 
troops and threw himself between the city and the invading
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army. The Muslim writers tell us that when Sankaradeva
returned to the capital to the rescue of his father# he had
with him a force consisting of 5#00#000 soldiers# 10#000

14horses and eight powerful elephants.

Recruitment to the army was made from all classes. The 
chief consideration before the Yadava rulers in the matter of 
recruitment of soldiers was their performance on the battle
field. Singhana selected Kholesvara to lead the Gujarat 
expedition only after the latter had already made a mark in 
winning a number of victories in Khandesh and Vidarbha. It 
is interesting to note that Kholesvara was the son of a 
Brahmana who for his piety and scholarship, was regarded as 
an ornament of his agrahara. But the son preferred tiie Sastras 
to sastras and in course of time established a good reputation 
of a dependable general. So was Bichana son of Chikkadeva 
another famous general of Singhana. Bichana was to southern 
kingdom what Kholesvara was to the northern. He was a Vaisya
by caste but was a veritable Yama in destruction of the enemy

15and also a Chanakya in polity.

Bichana's elder brother Malla was entrusted with 
authority over all the dominions of the king. Malla*s son 
Chaunda was Krishna's right arm. It is thus evident that the 
recruitment of the Yadava army was not restricted to one 
class only.
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Navy

The Yadava army had a naval wing also. This was 

probably set up after Konkan was annexed to the Yadava kingdom. 

Hemadrx refers to a naval engagement between the Silahara 

king Somesvara of Thana and Yadava Mahadeva.16
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Soma or Soraesvara was completely defeated on land and 

his power broken# whereupon he appears to have been taken 
himself to his ships. There somehow he met with his death# 
probably by being drowned# for it is said that even the sea 
did not protect him and that he betook himself to the 
submarine fire# thinking the fire of Mahadeva's prowess to be 
more unbreakable. Konkan was thereupon annexed to the 
territories of the Yadavas.

Some Viragal stones near Bombay commemorate the deaths 
of heroes who fell in an action fought on land and sea. 
Altekar thought that they may be the commemorative stones of 
those heroes who fell in the battle fought between Somesvara 
and Mahadeva. Later# in Ramachandra*s period# the western 
coastal region was put in charge of a military governor 
Ramadeva who was the commander-in-chief and also the 
Paschimasamudradhipati (lord of the western ocean) of 
Ramachandra. He had under him one Jaideva who was designated 
as Konkanadhikari (governor of Konkan). Unfortunately we do 
not know the number of ships that belonged to the naval 
squadron of the Yadava army. It may not have been as large as 
the Cholas had under them. The Yadavas must have also taken 
over the Kadamba fleet after the Kadamba rulers were subdued 
and their territory annexed to the Yadava empire. The Kadamba 
fleet was employed for the conquests of islands that could 
be reached by sea.
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Forts

Forts played a vital role in warfare, especially in
siege warfare. They not only gave protection to the city
within but also acted as a strong bulwark against the enemy
outside. As a record states, the fort was the navel of the

17wheel of the sovereignty of a king. Of the traditional 
four-fold division of the forts as Sthaladurga (fort built on 
land) , Jaladurga (fort surrounded by water) , Giridurga (hill 
fort) and Vanadurga (fort built in the midst of forests) we 
frequently come across giridurga in the Yadava records. The 
Deccan plateau afforded an excellent opportunity to construct 
a large number of such forts. It is precisely for this reason 
that the hill forts predominate in this region. The Yadavas 
therefore, engaged themselves in capturing these forts. 
Bhillama-V in course of his expedition against Hoysala 
Ballala-II seems to have captured a number of forts such 
as Lokkigudi (modern Lokkundi six miles east of Gadag) , 
Erambara (Yelburg in the Hyderabad state) , Kurrugod (near 
Bellary), Gutti (fifty miles east of Bellary) , Bellittage 
(Belatti near Lakshmisvara), Rattapalli (in the Kod taluk) and 
Hangal. Though Ballala-II captured all these forts after the 
retreat of the Yadava army, they were retaken by the Yadava 
army during the reign of Singhana. Up in the north Enkai 
fort in the north east part of Nasik district was a proud 
possession of the Yadavas.
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Shridhara was appointed by the king Paramara Bhoja

of Malawa to defend the fort Enakai. As the last known date of
Bhoja is Saka 970 Sridhara's appointment might have taken place
before that year. But as the earliest known date of Bhoja*s
successor Jayasimha-I is Saka 977 the probable date of Bhoja*s
demise should be about the year Saka 973 or the beginning of
974. This Sridhara was favoured with the grant of four
villages for handing over the fort to Bhillama-III and
entering in his service. It appears that taking advantage of
the Singhana arising out of the death of Bhoja Bhillama-III
must have opened talks with Sridhara and won him over to his
side. By what other means he did this we cannot be too sure
about/ but the grant of four villages is certainly not a
trifling allurement and therein lies the main interest of this
grant. It very nicely points out how men of yore like those
of our own times changed sides for earthly gains. In the
Bassein plates is mentioned one Sridhara. If the two
Sridharas be identical# then in Saka 991 he appears to have been

18raised to the higher position of a Mahaprachand-Danda-Nayaka.

The place name Enkai can easily be identified. In the 
north eastern part of the Nasik district there is a dilapidated 
hill fort Ankai which has also got some ancient remains. It is 
at present a station on both Dhond-Manmad and Kachiguda-Manmad 
lines of the central railway. The early Yadavas ruled the 
country comprising# among others, the tract of- at least the
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Godavari valley and this fort lies on its northern border. 
Considering the very advantageous position of the fort# 
Bhillama-Ill must have tried to bring it under his sway.

There is one more interesting point in this grant; 
Konattha Rui, Pippalaccha and Kumarahara were the four 
villages granted to Sridhara; but subsequently in the time of 
Seunachandra-II Kumarahara was substituted by Devalavaili 
and this is the probable reason why the grant comes from 
Devalali.

Kholesvara the Brahmana general of Sir.ghana distinguish
ed himself in capturing the impregnable fort of Torgal in

19Bijapur district.

The king Bhoja who was confined on a hill# has identified 
with Bhoja-II of the Silahara dynasty of Kolhapur. Some 
southern inscriptions describe Singhana as a very lord of 
birds (Garuda) in routing to serpent viz., the King Bhoja who 
resided on Pranala is presently Panhala a strong fort 12 miles 
to the north west of Kolhapur. After this defeat of Bhoja the 
Silhara kingdom was annexed by Singhana; for the inscriptions 
of his governors are thenceforth found at Kolhapur and the 
adjoining territory. This Panhala fort was captured by 
Lakshmideva the general of Singhana. °

In the Ramachandra*s period we come across one Hemadideva
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21
who was a great master of hillfort. But the greatest and the

most impregnable Yadava fort was located at Devagiri. Although

the capital city was founded by Bhillama-V# the fort seems

to have been constructed by Singhana. Even the Muslim

historians have paid rich tributes to the fort. It seems to

have attracted the attention of the Muslim rulers so much

that one of them ultimately decided to shift his capital from

22
Delhi to Devagiri. It is a pity that Ramachandra undermined 

the impregnability of th£ fort by hastily surrendering to 

Ala-ud-din Khalji.

Ethics of Warfare

If the Yadava soldiers were brave on the battlefields# 

they were equally destructive to their enemies. The terror and 

destruction caused by them is graphically described in the 

Kirtikumudi of Somesvara.* Referring to Singhana*s invasion 

of Gujarat# the poet describes that

/
gc&fstar ; »
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* Canto IV w 42-53.
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The Gurjara capital was thrown into great confusion, 

people ceased building the houses and collecting corns from
the fields. The town-people fought with one another to secure 
vehicles of any kind with which to flee into the country 
before the enemy's troops, people had good reason for their 
consternation, for the invading army was already burning the 
villages on its route and the flames lit up the skies at 
night.

Another instance of the fierceness of the Yadava army 
is referred to in the Vratkhanda of Hemadri as follows:

When Jaitrapala of Jaitugi Bhillama's son and successor, 
attacked the Kakatiya king Rudradeva, he is stated to have 
assumed the sacrificial vow on the holy ground on the battle 
field and throwing a great many kings into the fire of his 
prowess by means of the ladles of his weapons, performed a 
human sacrifice by immolating a victim in the shape of the
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fierce Rudra, the lord of Tailangas, and vanquished the three 
worlds.

How the enemy scared the Yadava army is conveyed
through an eulogy of Chaundasetti# son of Mallisetti and prime
minister of Krishna whose fame is great, who is the tongue and
right arm of the king Chaundisetti whose prowess is proclaimed
in all the quarters and whose merit and fame are exalted is
beautiful on account of all his prosperity being increased
by the prostration of his body at the feet of the holy
Somanatha. Finding that he is intent upon conquering the
regions, all the enemies of this Chaundasetti climb an ant-hill#

24chew grass, wear a petticoat and put on a Karnapatra. It is
true that the record smacks of some hyperbolism; but we
remember the fact that he was the right arm and the spokesman
of the king. The hyperbolism of the record would appear so
natural. Loot# arson and killing seem to be the guiding
principles of warfare and the Yadava army tried hard to excel
in them wherever they went, they carried fire and sword. There
were however some exceptional instances, when compassion got
the better of them. In the war against Telangana Ganapatideva
son of Mahadeva, was taken prisoner. Jaitugi, the son of
Bhillama, who slew the king of the three kings in battle and
seized the whole of his kingdom, and who took king Ganapati
from prison and caused him to smile mean put him on the throne 

25of Warangal.
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